
    Week 9 - The Messiah Part 2 
Turn the Page Bible Experience 

Day 1 - 

Luke, the Historian 
The writer of the third Gospel, Luke, was the only Gospel writer who was a Gentile, meaning he 
was not Jewish. Tradition holds that Luke was a traveling companion of the Apostle Paul, a very 
important leader we’ll meet in a couple weeks. 

Luke was a doctor who had a particular love of details. His Gospel is a carefully researched 
historical account drawn from eyewitness testimony. Like the other Gospel writers, Luke 
believes that Jesus is the Son of God, yet in his writings he wants to show that Jesus was also 
fully human. Where Matthew’s Gospel, written to the Jewish people, started with a genealogy 
tracing Jesus back to Abraham; Luke includes a genealogy tracing Jesus’ roots all the way back 
to Adam (Luke 3). Luke wanted the Gentiles to see how Jesus was connected to them, too. 

Among the detailed stories about Jesus’ life, Luke includes some of the most famous of Jesus’ 
teachings. Jesus often taught using stories called parables that were meant to illustrate spiritual 
truths. We’ll read one of them today from the tenth chapter of Luke’s Gospel. 

Luke 10:25-37 - The Parable of the Good Samaritan 
10:25 On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he asked, “what 
must I do to inherit eternal life?” 
26 “What is written in the Law?” he replied. “How do you read it?” 
27 He answered, “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 
your strength and with all your mind’; and, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’” 
28 “You have answered correctly,” Jesus replied. “Do this and you will live.” 
29 But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 
30 In reply Jesus said: “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he was 
attacked by robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half 
dead. 31 A priest happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw the man, he 
passed by on the other side. 32 So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, 
passed by on the other side.33 But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and 
when he saw him, he took pity on him. 34 He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on 
oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey, brought him to an inn and took care of 
him. 35 The next day he took out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper. ‘Look after him,’ 
he said, ‘and when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.’ 
36 “Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of 
robbers?” 
37 The expert in the law replied, “The one who had mercy on him.” 
Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.” 

Amazed at Jesus’ Teachings 



As we learned last week, one of the things that drew people to Jesus is that he did things no 
one had ever done before. His ministry was full of signs and wonders. But the miracles weren’t 
the only thing that drew people to Jesus. They were also drawn by his revolutionary teaching. 

No one had ever said the things Jesus was saying or spoke them with the authority he seemed 
to carry. In the fourth chapter of his Gospel, Luke writes: “They were amazed at his teaching, 
because his words had authority.”  

Understand, for most of his life, the vast majority of people didn’t realize that God was walking 
among them. They saw Jesus as a guy who grew up in Nazareth who learned the carpentry skill 
from his father. Yet, now he was teaching spiritual truth that defied conventional wisdom.  

He said we should love our enemies. 
He declared that despite all appearances, the first will be last and the last will be first. 
He claimed that to save our lives, we must lose them. 

Everything about Jesus’ teaching was counter-cultural to his time, and it is still revolutionary 
today. What a gift Luke has given us in so carefully preserving so many of these teachings. 
They still draw us to Jesus today. 

Today’s Reflection Question 
How has a statement, story, or teaching of Jesus revolutionized your life? 



Day 2 - 

Speaking in Parables 
There were times that Jesus’ teachings were straight-forward and to the point. His Sermon on 
the Mount found in Matthew 5, 6, and 7 is one of the best examples. Yet as the crowds grew, 
Jesus began to speak most frequently in parables. These parables were short stories about 
such things as sowing seeds and tending vineyards and searching for lost coins. Jesus’ 
parables draw from everyday events that almost everyone in the crowd would recognize. On the 
surface, these parables may have simply seemed like nice, short stories; but for those who were 
willing to look deeper, they would find that Jesus’ parables were packed with spiritual truths. 

Here at COMMUNITY Christian Church, today’s parable has had a tremendous impact on what 
we believe about God and our understanding of what he’s called us to do. You could say that it 
is the story at the heart of our church.  

Luke 15:11-32 - The Parable of the Lost Son 
15:11 Jesus continued: “There was a man who had two sons. 12 The younger one said to his 
father, ‘Father, give me my share of the estate.’ So he divided his property between them. 
13 “Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant country and 
there squandered his wealth in wild living. 14 After he had spent everything, there was a severe 
famine in that whole country, and he began to be in need. 15 So he went and hired himself out 
to a citizen of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs. 16 He longed to fill his 
stomach with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no one gave him anything. 
17 “When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have food to 
spare, and here I am starving to death! 18 I will set out and go back to my father and say to him: 
Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you.19 I am no longer worthy to be called 
your son; make me like one of your hired servants.’ 20 So he got up and went to his father. 
“But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; 
he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him. 
21 “The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer 
worthy to be called your son.’ 
22 “But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring 
on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23 Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let’s have a feast and 
celebrate. 24 For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’ So 
they began to celebrate. 
25 “Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When he came near the house, he heard music 
and dancing. 26 So he called one of the servants and asked him what was going on. 27 ‘Your 
brother has come,’ he replied, ‘and your father has killed the fattened calf because he has him 
back safe and sound.’ 
28 “The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father went out and pleaded 
with him. 29 But he answered his father, ‘Look! All these years I’ve been slaving for you and 
never disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave me even a young goat so I could celebrate 
with my friends. 30 But when this son of yours who has squandered your property with 
prostitutes comes home, you kill the fattened calf for him!’ 



31 “‘My son,’ the father said, ‘you are always with me, and everything I have is yours. 32 But we 
had to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was dead and is alive again; he was 
lost and is found.’” 

Finding Our Way Back to God 
God is the loving Father who longs for every one of his sons and daughters to find their way 
back to him. No matter how we got off track, no matter how far we might be from home, he is 
always willing to welcome us back with open arms. If you know you are far from home, don’t 
wait another second to return. He is waiting for you. 

Today’s Reflection Question 
Where do I find myself right now in the story of the lost son? Rebellious or resentful? Off in a 
distant land? Longing for home? Safe in my Father’s arms? 



Day 3 -  

John, The Disciple Jesus Loved 
The fourth Gospel, John, was written by one of Jesus’ disciples and closest friends. John longed 
for every person to come to believe in Jesus as their Lord and Savior. A verse he penned is 
perhaps the most famous sentence in all of Scripture: 

“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life.” -John 3:16 

Six times in John’s Gospel he refers to himself as “the disciple whom Jesus loved.” Does this 
mean Jesus loved John more than the other disciples? No. John referred to himself this way 
because his identity was grounded in his relationship with Jesus. He didn’t call himself, “John, 
the fisherman” or “John, the son of Zebedee” or “John, the apostle.” He saw himself first and 
foremost as defined by God’s love. That was the most important and most true reality of his self 
understanding. 

And John wasn’t the only one who felt that way. It seems everywhere Jesus went, he surprised 
people with the goodness of his love. 

John 4:1-42 - Jesus Talks with a Samaritan Woman 
4:1 Now Jesus learned that the Pharisees had heard that he was gaining and baptizing more 
disciples than John— 2 although in fact it was not Jesus who baptized, but his disciples. 3 So 
he left Judea and went back once more to Galilee. 
4 Now he had to go through Samaria. 5 So he came to a town in Samaria called Sycar, near the 
plot of ground Jacob had given to his son Joseph. 6 Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired as 
he was from the journey, sat down by the well. It was about noon. 
7 When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, “Will you give me a drink?” 
8 (His disciples had gone into the town to buy food.) 
9 The Samaritan woman said to him, “You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. How can 
you ask me for a drink?” (For Jews do not associate with Samaritans.) 
10 Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you 
would have asked him and he would have given you living water.” 
11 “Sir,” the woman said, “you have nothing to draw with and the well is deep. Where can you 
get this living water? 12 Are you greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well and drank 
from it himself, as did also his sons and his livestock?” 
13 Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, 14 but whoever drinks 
the water I give them will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give them will become in them a spring 
of water welling up to eternal life.” 
15 The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water so that I won’t get thirsty and have to keep 
coming here to draw water.” 
16 He told her, “Go, call your husband and come back.” 
17 “I have no husband,” she replied. 
Jesus said to her, “You are right when you say you have no husband. 18 The fact is, you have 
had five husbands, and the man you now have is not your husband. What you have just said is 
quite true.” 



19 “Sir,” the woman said, “I can see that you are a prophet. 20 Our ancestors worshiped on this 
mountain, but you Jews claim that the place where we must worship is in Jerusalem.” 
21 “Woman,” Jesus replied, “believe me, a time is coming when you will worship the Father 
neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22 You Samaritans worship what you do not know; 
we worship what we do know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23 Yet a time is coming and has 
now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in the Spirit and in truth, for they are 
the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. 24 God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in the 
Spirit and in truth.” 
25 The woman said, “I know that Messiah” (called Christ) “is coming. When he comes, he will 
explain everything to us.” 
26 Then Jesus declared, “I, the one speaking to you—I am he.” 
27 Just then his disciples returned and were surprised to find him talking with a woman. But no 
one asked, “What do you want?” or “Why are you talking with her?” 
28 Then, leaving her water jar, the woman went back to the town and said to the people, 29 
“Come, see a man who told me everything I ever did. Could this be the Messiah?” 30 They 
came out of the town and made their way toward him. 
31 Meanwhile his disciples urged him, “Rabbi, eat something.” 
32 But he said to them, “I have food to eat that you know nothing about.” 
33 Then his disciples said to each other, “Could someone have brought him food?” 
34 “My food,” said Jesus, “is to do the will of him who sent me and to finish his work. 35 Don’t 
you have a saying, ‘It’s still four months until harvest’? I tell you, open your eyes and look at the 
fields! They are ripe for harvest. 36 Even now the one who reaps draws a wage and harvests a 
crop for eternal life, so that the sower and the reaper may be glad together. 37 Thus the saying 
‘One sows and another reaps’ is true. 38 I sent you to reap what you have not worked for. 
Others have done the hard work, and you have reaped the benefits of their labor.” 
39 Many of the Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the woman’s testimony, 
“He told me everything I ever did.” 40 So when the Samaritans came to him, they urged him to 
stay with them, and he stayed two days. 41 And because of his words many more became 
believers. 
42 They said to the woman, “We no longer believe just because of what you said; now we have 
heard for ourselves, and we know that this man really is the Savior of the world.” 

Jesus’ Love 
Yes, people were drawn to Jesus because of his awe-inspiring miracles and his revolutionary 
teaching, but perhaps nothing was more compelling about Jesus’ life than his unconditional 
love. He loved the outcast. He loved the outsider. It was his love of sinners that got him in 
trouble with the religious authorities. 

Jesus revealed to us what God is really like. That’s why years later, his friend John felt the best 
way to describe God is to simply say, “God is love.” (1 John 4:16) 

As you encounter Jesus in the pages of the Bible, may the depth of his love transform your own 
heart so that you come to understand that the truest reality about your own life is that you are 
the one whom Jesus loves. 

Today’s Reflection Question 
How have you experienced God’s love?  





Day 4 -  

The Last Supper 
Jesus’ wondrous miracles, revolutionary teaching, and unconditional love became a threat to the 
religious leaders of his day. As people flocked to Jesus, these leaders feared losing their 
influence and power, so they began to plot against Jesus looking for a way to eliminate him. 

After three years of traveling from town to town sharing the good news that the Kingdom of God 
had come, Jesus knew his time on earth was coming to an end. He knew the cross lay before 
him, so he gathered his friends in an upper room in Jerusalem to celebrate the Passover meal.  

Passover was an annual Jewish tradition where the people would remember how God delivered 
them from slavery in Egypt. Jesus celebrated the Passover feast with his friends, but he took 
the intent of Passover and gave it new meaning. Through his death and resurrection, he would 
now deliver us from the slavery of sin, brokenness, and fear; and lead us to a place of freedom 
where we could experience love, wholeness, and hope. 

And so as Jesus shared this final Passover meal with his friends, he established a new practice, 
a celebration we call Communion. He did this so that we would remember what he did for us in 
sacrificing himself as we receive something tangible, the bread representing his broken body 
and the juice representing his shed blood. Christ-followers around the world have celebrated 
Communion for the last two thousand years!  

Jesus did something else during this meal, something no one expected and some even 
protested. Let’s read about that today.  

John 13:1-17 - Jesus Washes His Disciples’ Feet 
13:1 It was just before the Passover Festival. Jesus knew that the hour had come for him to 
leave this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved 
them to the end. 
2 The evening meal was in progress, and the devil had already prompted Judas, the son of 
Simon Iscariot, to betray Jesus. 3 Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his power, 
and that he had come from God and was returning to God; 4 so he got up from the meal, took 
off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist. 5 After that, he poured water into a 
basin and began to wash his disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped around 
him. 
6 He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” 
7 Jesus replied, “You do not realize now what I am doing, but later you will understand.” 
8 “No,” said Peter, “you shall never wash my feet.” 
Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no part with me.” 
9 “Then, Lord,” Simon Peter replied, “not just my feet but my hands and my head as well!” 
10 Jesus answered, “Those who have had a bath need only to wash their feet; their whole body 
is clean. And you are clean, though not every one of you.” 11 For he knew who was going to 
betray him, and that was why he said not everyone was clean. 
12 When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned to his place. “Do 
you understand what I have done for you?” he asked them. 13 “You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ 



and rightly so, for that is what I am. 14 Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your 
feet, you also should wash one another’s feet. 15 I have set you an example that you should do 
as I have done for you. 16 Very truly I tell you, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a 
messenger greater than the one who sent him. 17 Now that you know these things, you will be 
blessed if you do them. 

The Ways of God’s Kingdom 
Jesus modeled that the ways of his Kingdom were very different than the ways of the world. No 
one would have expected him, the leader, the teacher, the Son of God, to stoop down and 
perform the task of the lowest servant. Yet that’s exactly he did. His Kingdom is not found in 
power and prestige and position; it’s revealed in humble service to others. 

Jesus calls us to follow him, to imitate him. A Christ-follower is someone who has committed 
their life to a never-ending journey of becoming more like Jesus. It is not an easy way to live, but 
it is the best way of life. 

Today’s Reflection Question 
Who is Jesus calling me to serve? How could I serve them today? 



Day 5 -  

Good Friday 
After Jesus celebrates the Passover feast with his disciples, they leave the upper room and go 
to a garden. Jesus is in anguish. He knows what is about to happen. He knows the torture and 
cruel death he is facing. He prays asking the Father if there could be any other way. Yet he is 
determined to carry out the will of God. 

Judas, one of the disciples, approaches him in the garden. He has betrayed Jesus by offering to 
lead the authorities to him in exchange for 30 pieces of silver. They come with an army of 
soldiers to arrest him, and Jesus is led off to the first of several mock trials. 

The religious leaders hire people to accuse Jesus of various made-up crimes, but the charges 
are ridiculous. Jesus remains silent. His refusal to speak infuriates his accusers. Finally they ask 
him, “Are you the Christ, the Son of God?” Jesus answers, “You have said so…” It’s enough for 
them to convict him of blasphemy. They begin to strike him bloodying his nose and swelling his 
eyes. They decide he must die. 

Yet, the Jewish leaders didn’t have the authority to execute him. Early the next morning they 
take him to Pilate, the Roman governor. Pilate questions Jesus and finds no basis for 
condemning him, yet the Jewish people, stirred by their religious leaders, are relentless. “Crucify 
him! Crucify him!” they shout.  

Pilate tries to satisfy the accusers by having Jesus brutally beaten. His soldiers twist a crown of 
thorns and jam it down into his scalp. They mock him, strip him of his clothes, spit on him, and 
flog him relentlessly. His flesh is torn apart. He is limp and covered in blood. 

Yet the crowd is not satisfied. They won’t be until he is completely destroyed. And so Pilate 
gives in.  

John 19:16-37 - The Crucifixion 
19:16 Finally Pilate handed him over to them to be crucified. 
So the soldiers took charge of Jesus. 17 Carrying his own cross, he went out to the place of the 
Skull (which in Aramaic is called Golgotha). 18 There they crucified him, and with him two others
—one on each side and Jesus in the middle. 
19 Pilate had a notice prepared and fastened to the cross. It read: jesus of nazareth, the king of 
the jews. 20 Many of the Jews read this sign, for the place where Jesus was crucified was near 
the city, and the sign was written in Aramaic, Latin and Greek. 21 The chief priests of the Jews 
protested to Pilate, “Do not write ‘The King of the Jews,’ but that this man claimed to be king of 
the Jews.” 
22 Pilate answered, “What I have written, I have written.” 
23 When the soldiers crucified Jesus, they took his clothes, dividing them into four shares, one 
for each of them, with the undergarment remaining. This garment was seamless, woven in one 
piece from top to bottom. 
24 “Let’s not tear it,” they said to one another. “Let’s decide by lot who will get it.” 
This happened that the scripture might be fulfilled that said, 



“They divided my clothes among them 
    and cast lots for my garment.” 
So this is what the soldiers did. 
25 Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and 
Mary Magdalene. 26 When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom he loved 
standing nearby, he said to her, “Woman, here is your son,” 27 and to the disciple, “Here is your 
mother.” From that time on, this disciple took her into his home. 
28 Later, knowing that everything had now been finished, and so that Scripture would be 
fulfilled, Jesus said, “I am thirsty.” 29 A jar of wine vinegar was there, so they soaked a sponge 
in it, put the sponge on a stalk of the hyssop plant, and lifted it to Jesus’ lips. 30 When he had 
received the drink, Jesus said, “It is finished.” With that, he bowed his head and gave up his 
spirit. 
31 Now it was the day of Preparation, and the next day was to be a special Sabbath. Because 
the Jewish leaders did not want the bodies left on the crosses during the Sabbath, they asked 
Pilate to have the legs broken and the bodies taken down. 32 The soldiers therefore came and 
broke the legs of the first man who had been crucified with Jesus, and then those of the other. 
33 But when they came to Jesus and found that he was already dead, they did not break his 
legs. 34 Instead, one of the soldiers pierced Jesus’ side with a spear, bringing a sudden flow of 
blood and water. 35 The man who saw it has given testimony, and his testimony is true. He 
knows that he tells the truth, and he testifies so that you also may believe. 36 These things 
happened so that the scripture would be fulfilled:“Not one of his bones will be broken,” 37 and, 
as another scripture says, “They will look on the one they have pierced.” 

The Curtain Torn in Two 
As we close today, let’s remember a detail we learned all the way back in the Old Testament 
when we covered “The Exodus” and “The Kingdoms.” If you remember, God chose to make his 
home among his people first in the Tabernacle and later in the Temple. His presence would fill 
the innermost chamber of these structures called the Holy of Holies. A large floor to ceiling 
curtain separated the presence of God from the people. Only one man, the high priest, only 
once a year was allowed to go behind that curtain and be in the presence of God. 

Though John doesn’t include this detail in the account we read today, Matthew tells us that at 
the exact moment that Jesus cried out, “It is finished,” and died, the curtain in the Temple was 
torn in two from top to bottom (Matthew 27:51). The barrier was removed. Through Jesus’ 
death, it was destroyed. Now people were free to approach God, to live in relationship with him 
the way he intended from the beginning. He has made a way for us to find our way back to God. 

May the story of Jesus’ sacrifice never become so familiar that we fail to stand at the foot of the 
cross in awe.  

Today’s Reflection Question 
How can you express gratitude to Jesus for what he has done for you? 


