
   Week 8 - The Messiah Part 1 
Turn the Page Bible Experience 

Day 1 - 

From Abraham to Jesus 
As we turn the page from the Old Testament to the New Testament, let’s start by remembering 
the promise that God made to Abraham all the way back in Genesis 12: 

“I will make you into a great nation, 
    and I will bless you; 
I will make your name great, 
    and you will be a blessing. 
I will bless those who bless you, 
    and whoever curses you I will curse; 
and all peoples on earth 
    will be blessed through you.” -Genesis 12:2-3  

God’s dream has always been to live in an intimate relationship with people. When that dream 
was destroyed in The Fall, God never gave up. He set Abraham apart and told him that not only 
would his descendants be blessed as the people of God; but that through Abraham’s 
descendants, all nations would be blessed.  

Every story in the Old Testament, every single event, has led to this moment when God will fulfill 
his promise to Abraham.  

The New Testament begins with a genealogy from Abraham to David to a couple named Joseph 
and Mary who are pregnant with a baby boy. The hero of the story of God and his people is 
about to come on the scene… 

Matthew 1:18-25 - Jesus is Born 
1:18 This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was pledged to 
be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be pregnant through the 
Holy Spirit. 19 Because Joseph her husband was faithful to the law, and yet did not want to 
expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly. 
20 But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, 
“Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is 
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him 
the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.” 
22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23 “The virgin will 
conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” (which means “God with us”). 
24 When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took 
Mary home as his wife. 25 But he did not consummate their marriage until she gave birth to a 
son. And he gave him the name Jesus. 



The Promised Messiah 
Immanuel, God with us, the Savior born to save his people from their sins! 

The people of Israel had been looking forward to this day for hundreds of years. Remember, as 
the Old Testament came to an end, the prophet Malachi declared, “...the Lord you are seeking 
will come..." Yet, 400 hundred years went by and no word from God. In those 400 years, the 
people of Israel had been conquered first by the Greeks and then by the Romans. As the New 
Testament begins, they are suffering under the iron rule and oppressive taxation of the Roman 
Empire. They eagerly await the Messiah, who the Old Testament prophets promised God would 
send. They believe this Messiah will be their salvation.  

However, there are two things about him they don’t understand. First, that this Messiah will be 
God himself, Immanuel, God with us. No one expected God to be born as in infant. 

And second, they didn’t understand that his mission would be so much greater than saving the 
nation of Israel from their political oppressors. He came to save all nations from the curse of The 
Fall so that all people could find their way back to God. He came to restore the dream of God. 

The first four books in the New Testament tell the story of the life, death, and resurrection of this 
Messiah, Jesus. Known as “The Gospels,” these four books are four accounts of Jesus’ life 
drawn from eyewitness testimony. Each was written from a different perspective for a different 
purpose. 

Matthew, written by one of Jesus’ disciples, is the Gospel directed to the people of Israel. 
Matthew wanted to convince the Jewish people that Jesus was the Messiah for whom they had 
been waiting. Over the next couple days, we’ll start our journey through The Gospels with 
several stories from Matthew. 

Today’s Reflection Question 
Jesus came to save people from their sins. From what has he saved you? 



Day 2 - 

Jesus Grows Up 
As we begin our second day in the Gospels, pause for a moment and ponder how extraordinary 
it is that the God of the universe, the Creator of all things, humbled himself to be born as a 
hopeless infant in the dust and danger of our broken world. He took on all the limitations of a 
human being. He had to learn to walk. He had to learn to feed himself. He had to learn 
language. He grew up learning the skills of a carpenter from Joseph, his earthly father. 

We don’t know much about the first three decades of Jesus’ life. There are a few stories in the 
Gospels about his dedication at the Temple and getting separated from his parents after a 
festival in Jerusalem. During the first 30 years of Jesus’ life, he experienced what it was like to 
live as a normal, everyday person in first century Israel. Outside of the few who experienced the 
miracle of his birth, no one knew that God was living among them. 

That is all about to change, however, as Jesus comes to meet his cousin, John the Baptist, who 
is calling people to prepare for the Messiah. 

Matthew 3:1-17 - Jesus is Baptized  
In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the wilderness of Judea 2 and saying, 
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3 This is he who was spoken of through 
the prophet Isaiah: 
“A voice of one calling in the wilderness, 
‘Prepare the way for the Lord, 
    make straight paths for him.’” 
4 John’s clothes were made of camel’s hair, and he had a leather belt around his waist. His food 
was locusts and wild honey. 5 People went out to him from Jerusalem and all Judea and the 
whole region of the Jordan. 6 Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan 
River. 
7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to where he was baptizing, 
he said to them: “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? 8 
Produce fruit in keeping with repentance. 9 And do not think you can say to yourselves, ‘We 
have Abraham as our father.’ I tell you that out of these stones God can raise up children for 
Abraham. 10 The ax is already at the root of the trees, and every tree that does not produce 
good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire. 
11 “I baptize you with water for repentance. But after me comes one who is more powerful than 
I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12 
His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor, gathering his wheat into 
the barn and burning up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” 
13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John. 14 But John tried to 
deter him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” 
15 Jesus replied, “Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all righteousness.” Then 
John consented. 
16 As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment heaven was 
opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. 17 And a 
voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.” 



The Trinity 
As we conclude today, let’s pause for a minute and discuss one of the most fascinating, yet hard 
to understand concepts in Scripture - the Trinity.  

Though the word “Trinity” never appears in Scripture, the concept of God as one Being in three 
distinct Persons is found all throughout the Bible. All the way back in Genesis chapter one, we 
see God as the “Father” of creation, yet he’s also described as “the Spirit” hovering over the 
waters (Genesis 1:1-2). In the New Testament, Jesus is called “the Word” who was with God in 
the beginning and through whom all things were made (John 1:1-3). Father, Spirit, and Son. 
One God in three persons. 

In the story we read today, we see all three members of the Trinity. Jesus, the Son, is baptized 
in water. As he comes up out of the water, the Spirit settles on him and the Father declares, 
“This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.” 

This moment marks the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry on earth. Though still fully human, he 
is now empowered by the Spirit to carry out the will of the Father. The Kingdom of God is now 
come! The world is about to be turned upside down as Jesus begins to reveal a new way of 
living. 

Today’s Reflection Question 
What led you to (or what is keeping you from) the decision to be baptized? 



Day 3 - 

The Twelve Disciples 
As Jesus begins his public ministry, he calls people to follow him. Remember, this is the God 
who longs to live in relationships with people so it’s no wonder that Jesus has no intention of 
going it alone. There were many men and women who responded to his invitation, but there 
were twelve men that he set apart as his disciples. Does that number “twelve” remind you of 
anything? If you said, “The twelve tribes of Israel!” we’re on the same page, my friend! There 
are hints everywhere that Jesus is forming a community that will become the new people of 
God! 

The twelve disciples are a ragtag bunch who no one considered special. They include 
fishermen, a tax collector, a political zealot, and a handful of other guys we know next to nothing 
about. What do we know? They all jumped at the chance to be in Jesus’ inner circle. They went 
everywhere with him. They had a front row seat to everything he said and did. And sometimes, 
they couldn’t believe their eyes! 

Matthew 14:22-36 - Jesus Walks on Water 
22 Immediately Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead of him to the other 
side, while he dismissed the crowd. 23 After he had dismissed them, he went up on a 
mountainside by himself to pray. Later that night, he was there alone, 24 and the boat was 
already a considerable distance from land, buffeted by the waves because the wind was against 
it. 
25 Shortly before dawn Jesus went out to them, walking on the lake. 26 When the disciples saw 
him walking on the lake, they were terrified. “It’s a ghost,” they said, and cried out in fear. 
27 But Jesus immediately said to them: “Take courage! It is I. Don’t be afraid.” 
28 “Lord, if it’s you,” Peter replied, “tell me to come to you on the water.” 
29 “Come,” he said. 
Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water and came toward Jesus. 30 But when 
he saw the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, “Lord, save me!” 
31 Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. “You of little faith,” he said, “why 
did you doubt?” 
32 And when they climbed into the boat, the wind died down. 33 Then those who were in the 
boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” 
34 When they had crossed over, they landed at Gennesaret. 35 And when the men of that place 
recognized Jesus, they sent word to all the surrounding country. People brought all their sick to 
him 36 and begged him to let the sick just touch the edge of his cloak, and all who touched it 
were healed. 

Signs and Wonders 
One of the reasons people were drawn to Jesus is he did things no one had ever done before. 
He turned water into wine, he healed the lame and the blind, he even raised people from the 
dead! No one had ever seen anyone like him before! 



Jesus ministry was full of supernatural signs and wonders and walking on water was no 
exception. However, did you notice Jesus wasn’t the only person who walked on water? Yep, 
Peter did too! Well, that is until he began to sink in doubt. 

One of the most remarkable statements Jesus ever made was a statement about these 
miracles. Near the end of his earthly ministry, as he was preparing his disciples for his 
departure, he told them this: “Very truly I tell you, whoever believes in me will do the works I 
have been doing, and they will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the 
Father.” (John 14:12) 

Wait. What? Jesus said we would do what he did and even “greater things”? How is that 
possible? 

We’re getting ahead in the story, but soon the same Spirit that came to rest on Jesus at his 
baptism would be available to all of his followers, empowering them to carry his mission forward. 
Doesn’t that make you want to turn the page? 

Today’s Reflection Question 
Do you expect to experience miracles today? Why or why not? 



Day 4 - 

The Gospel of Mark 
Today let’s turn the page to the second Gospel in the New Testament, the book of Mark. Mark’s 
book is thought to be the earliest written narrative of Jesus’ life dated somewhere between 
66-70 AD. No one knows for sure who Mark was, but early tradition held that his name was 
John Mark and he was a friend and traveling companion of Peter. 

While Matthew directed his Gospel to the Jewish people, Mark’s intended audience was the 
Gentile (non-Jewish) people of the Roman Empire. He wanted to convince them that Jesus was 
truly the Son of God. He tells stories of Jesus’ miracles to demonstrate the power of God and 
that a new Kingdom, the Kingdom of God, had come. Mark’s book might be the shortest of the 
four Gospels, but it is action packed with adventure.  

Mark 2:1-12 - Jesus Forgives and Heals a Paralyzed Man 
A few days later, when Jesus again entered Capernaum, the people heard that he had come 
home. 2 They gathered in such large numbers that there was no room left, not even outside the 
door, and he preached the word to them. 3 Some men came, bringing to him a paralyzed man, 
carried by four of them. 4 Since they could not get him to Jesus because of the crowd, they 
made an opening in the roof above Jesus by digging through it and then lowered the mat the 
man was lying on. 5 When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralyzed man, “Son, your sins 
are forgiven.” 
6 Now some teachers of the law were sitting there, thinking to themselves, 7 “Why does this 
fellow talk like that? He’s blaspheming! Who can forgive sins but God alone?” 
8 Immediately Jesus knew in his spirit that this was what they were thinking in their hearts, and 
he said to them, “Why are you thinking these things? 9 Which is easier: to say to this paralyzed 
man, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up, take your mat and walk’? 10 But I want you to 
know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins.” So he said to the man, 11 “I tell 
you, get up, take your mat and go home.” 12 He got up, took his mat and walked out in full view 
of them all. This amazed everyone and they praised God, saying, “We have never seen 
anything like this!” 

Jesus’ Unhappy Adversaries 
Throughout the Gospels, we find that not everyone was thrilled by Jesus’ miracles and his 
teachings. He often faced resistance, not from the Roman government, but from the religious 
leaders of the Jewish people. 

The “the teachers of the law” were also called “scribes” and were passionate about studying and 
teaching the Scriptures. They were widely respected by the community because of their 
knowledge, dedication, and outward appearance of law-keeping. However, over time it became 
clear that while they were experts in the letter of the law, they had lost sight of the spirit of the 
law. This led to many confrontations with Jesus. 

The Pharisees were the most powerful religious leaders. The Pharisees thought if they could 
just be good enough, if they could live pure and obey all of God’s laws, then God would act and 
overthrow their Roman oppressors. They added many layers to the laws God had given Moses 



and expected everyone to get in line. When Jesus bucked their system, he became a threat to 
their power. They were determined to get rid of him.  

The Sadducees were a group of religious elite. Consisting mainly of priests and wealthy 
aristocrats, they preferred a more relaxed interpretation of Scripture and often clashed with the 
Pharisees and their mountain of rules. However, they too saw Jesus as a threat to their power, 
and found themselves teaming up with their adversaries to try and stop him. 

Throughout the Gospels, Jesus’ harshest words were reserved for these religious leaders. He 
confronted their hypocrisy. He challenged their theology. He spoke truth to their power. 

In the end, these religious leaders were willing to use any means necessary to destroy him. 

However, we’re not there yet in the story. Though opposition surrounds him, Jesus continues to 
travel from town to town, performing many miraculous signs and wonders, and announcing to 
everyone who had ears to hear that the Kingdom of God has come. 

Today’s Reflection Question 
How willing are you to let Jesus’ words and actions challenge your own assumptions and 
beliefs? 



Day 5 - 

Spreading the Good News 
Jesus continues to travel from village to village teaching about the Kingdom of God and healing 
many people of diseases and physical afflictions. He also begins to send his twelve disciples out 
giving them the authority to do the same things Jesus was doing. Can you imagine how exciting 
all of this must have been? 

As we pick up the story today in Mark 6, Jesus and his disciples gather to share stories from 
their adventures. Just when the disciples think they’ve seen it all, Jesus once again surprises 
them. 

Mark 6:30-44 - Jesus Feeds the 5000 
30 The apostles gathered around Jesus and reported to him all they had done and taught. 31 
Then, because so many people were coming and going that they did not even have a chance to 
eat, he said to them, “Come with me by yourselves to a quiet place and get some rest.” 
32 So they went away by themselves in a boat to a solitary place. 33 But many who saw them 
leaving recognized them and ran on foot from all the towns and got there ahead of them. 34 
When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them, because they were 
like sheep without a shepherd. So he began teaching them many things. 
35 By this time it was late in the day, so his disciples came to him. “This is a remote place,” they 
said, “and it’s already very late. 36 Send the people away so that they can go to the surrounding 
countryside and villages and buy themselves something to eat.” 
37 But he answered, “You give them something to eat.” 
They said to him, “That would take more than half a year’s wages! Are we to go and spend that 
much on bread and give it to them to eat?” 
38 “How many loaves do you have?” he asked. “Go and see.” 
When they found out, they said, “Five—and two fish.” 
39 Then Jesus directed them to have all the people sit down in groups on the green grass. 40 
So they sat down in groups of hundreds and fifties. 41 Taking the five loaves and the two fish 
and looking up to heaven, he gave thanks and broke the loaves. Then he gave them to his 
disciples to distribute to the people. He also divided the two fish among them all. 42 They all ate 
and were satisfied, 43 and the disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces of bread 
and fish. 44 The number of the men who had eaten was five thousand. 

Miracle Worker 
After all they had seen, even Jesus’ closest friends still underestimated what he could do. We 
can’t really blame them, though. After all, no one had ever experienced anyone quite like Jesus.  

Jesus’ miracles demonstrated his power and that the Kingdom of God ushered in a new way of 
living.  

While not turned off by anyone’s doubt, Jesus was clearly moved by those who had faith. He 
longed for people to believe in him, to trust in him, to rely on him even in the most difficult 
situations and seasons of life. 



The question for us is: “Will we?” 

Today’s Reflection Question 
In what areas of your life do you need to trust Jesus? 


