
 Week 7 - The Prophets 
Turn the Page Bible Experience 

Day 1 

The Prophets 
As we reach Week 7 in this “Turn the Page” Bible Experience, we are going to hit a milestone 
together. Today we complete the Old Testament! I hope you feel proud of yourself for sticking 
with this experience and that you have been blessed as you’ve continued the story of God and 
his people. 

Let’s start today with a bit of a recap. Two weeks ago, we learned about the period of the 
Kingdoms starting with the three prominent kings of Israel: Saul, David, and Solomon. After 
Solomon’s death, the kingdom of Israel was split into a Northern Kingdom and a Southern 
Kingdom. Both kingdoms were eventually conquered by foreign powers and the surviving 
Israelites were carried off into exile in Babylon. 

Last week we learned about some of the faithful Israelites who lived during this period of exile. 
Some of them rose to prominence as government officials; others led a remnant of Israelites 
back to their homeland to rebuild the Temple and the walls of Jerusalem. 

During the time of the kingdoms, through the exile, and to the end of the Old Testament, God 
sent preachers called prophets to give messages to his people. Some of these prophets appear 
in books we've already covered like 1 and 2 Kings. The rest of the prophets appear in books 
that bear their names.  

The remaining books we have left in the Old Testament are the books of the prophets. The 
longer books like Isaiah and Jeremiah are called "Major Prophets" and the shorter books like 
Jonah and Zephaniah are called "Minor Prophets." This designation has nothing to do with their 
importance, it simply refers to the length of the books they wrote. We won't be able to cover all 
of the prophets in these next 5 days, but each day we'll learn the story of one of them.  

Today, we'll read a story about the prophet Elijah. Elijah lived during the period of the Northern 
Kingdom. Remember, all the kings of the Northern Kingdom were wicked, and the king in 
Elijah’s day, Ahab, and his queen, Jezebel, were no exception. Because of their wickedness, 
God told Elijah to declare that there would be no rain for 3 years. 

1 Kings 18:1-46 - Elijah on Mount Carmel 
18:1 After a long time, in the third year, the word of the Lord came to Elijah: “Go and present  
yourself to Ahab, and I will send rain on the land.” 2 So Elijah went to present himself to Ahab. 
Now the famine was severe in Samaria, 3 and Ahab had summoned Obadiah, his palace 
administrator. (Obadiah was a devout believer in the Lord. 4 While Jezebel was killing off the 
Lord’s prophets, Obadiah had taken a hundred prophets and hidden them in two caves, fifty in 
each, and had supplied them with food and water.) 5 Ahab had said to Obadiah, “Go through the 
land to all the springs and valleys. Maybe we can find some grass to keep the horses and mules 



alive so we will not have to kill any of our animals.” 6 So they divided the land they were to 
cover, Ahab going in one direction and Obadiah in another. 
7 As Obadiah was walking along, Elijah met him. Obadiah recognized him, bowed down to the 
ground, and said, “Is it really you, my lord Elijah?” 
8 “Yes,” he replied. “Go tell your master, ‘Elijah is here.’” 
9 “What have I done wrong,” asked Obadiah, “that you are handing your servant over to Ahab to 
be put to death? 10 As surely as the Lord your God lives, there is not a nation or kingdom where 
my master has not sent someone to look for you. And whenever a nation or kingdom claimed 
you were not there, he made them swear they could not find you. 11 But now you tell me to go 
to my master and say, ‘Elijah is here.’ 12 I don’t know where the Spirit of the Lord may carry you 
when I leave you. If I go and tell Ahab and he doesn’t find you, he will kill me. Yet I your servant 
have worshiped the Lord since my youth. 13 Haven’t you heard, my lord, what I did while 
Jezebel was killing the prophets of the Lord? I hid a hundred of the Lord’s prophets in two 
caves, fifty in each, and supplied them with food and water. 14 And now you tell me to go to my 
master and say, ‘Elijah is here.’ He will kill me!” 
15 Elijah said, “As the Lord Almighty lives, whom I serve, I will surely present myself to Ahab 
today.” 
16 So Obadiah went to meet Ahab and told him, and Ahab went to meet Elijah.17 When he saw 
Elijah, he said to him, “Is that you, you troubler of Israel?” 
18 “I have not made trouble for Israel,” Elijah replied. “But you and your father’s family have. 
You have abandoned the Lord’s commands and have followed the Baals. 19 Now summon the 
people from all over Israel to meet me on Mount Carmel. And bring the four hundred and fifty 
prophets of Baal and the four hundred prophets of Asherah, who eat at Jezebel’s table.” 
20 So Ahab sent word throughout all Israel and assembled the prophets on Mount Carmel. 21 
Elijah went before the people and said, “How long will you waver between two opinions? If the 
Lord is God, follow him; but if Baal is God, follow him.” 
But the people said nothing. 
22 Then Elijah said to them, “I am the only one of the Lord’s prophets left, but Baal has four 
hundred and fifty prophets. 23 Get two bulls for us. Let Baal’s prophets choose one for 
themselves, and let them cut it into pieces and put it on the wood but not set fire to it. I will 
prepare the other bull and put it on the wood but not set fire to it. 24 Then you call on the name 
of your god, and I will call on the name of the Lord. The god who answers by fire—he is God.” 
Then all the people said, “What you say is good.” 
25 Elijah said to the prophets of Baal, “Choose one of the bulls and prepare it first, since there 
are so many of you. Call on the name of your god, but do not light the fire.” 26 So they took the 
bull given them and prepared it. 
Then they called on the name of Baal from morning till noon. “Baal, answer us!” they shouted. 
But there was no response; no one answered. And they danced around the altar they had 
made. 
27 At noon Elijah began to taunt them. “Shout louder!” he said. “Surely he is a god! Perhaps he 
is deep in thought, or busy, or traveling. Maybe he is sleeping and must be awakened.” 28 So 
they shouted louder and slashed themselves with swords and spears, as was their custom, until 
their blood flowed. 29 Midday passed, and they continued their frantic prophesying until the time 
for the evening sacrifice. But there was no response, no one answered, no one paid attention. 
30 Then Elijah said to all the people, “Come here to me.” They came to him, and he repaired the 
altar of the Lord, which had been torn down. 31 Elijah took twelve stones, one for each of the 
tribes descended from Jacob, to whom the word of the Lord had come, saying, “Your name shall 



be Israel.” 32 With the stones he built an altar in the name of the Lord, and he dug a trench 
around it large enough to hold two seahs of seed. 33 He arranged the wood, cut the bull into 
pieces and laid it on the wood. Then he said to them, “Fill four large jars with water and pour it 
on the offering and on the wood.” 
34 “Do it again,” he said, and they did it again. 
“Do it a third time,” he ordered, and they did it the third time. 35 The water ran down around the 
altar and even filled the trench. 
36 At the time of sacrifice, the prophet Elijah stepped forward and prayed: “Lord, the God of 
Abraham, Isaac and Israel, let it be known today that you are God in Israel and that I am your 
servant and have done all these things at your command. 37 Answer me, Lord, answer me, so 
these people will know that you, Lord, are God, and that you are turning their hearts back 
again.” 
38 Then the fire of the Lord fell and burned up the sacrifice, the wood, the stones and the soil, 
and also licked up the water in the trench. 
39 When all the people saw this, they fell prostrate and cried, “The Lord—he is God! The Lord—
he is God!” 
40 Then Elijah commanded them, “Seize the prophets of Baal. Don’t let anyone get away!” They 
seized them, and Elijah had them brought down to the Kishon Valley and slaughtered there. 
41 And Elijah said to Ahab, “Go, eat and drink, for there is the sound of a heavy rain.” 42 So 
Ahab went off to eat and drink, but Elijah climbed to the top of Carmel, bent down to the ground 
and put his face between his knees. 
43 “Go and look toward the sea,” he told his servant. And he went up and looked. 
“There is nothing there,” he said. 
Seven times Elijah said, “Go back.” 
44 The seventh time the servant reported, “A cloud as small as a man’s hand is rising from the 
sea.” 
So Elijah said, “Go and tell Ahab, ‘Hitch up your chariot and go down before the rain stops you.’” 
45 Meanwhile, the sky grew black with clouds, the wind rose, a heavy rain started falling and 
Ahab rode off to Jezreel. 46 The power of the Lord came on Elijah and, tucking his cloak into his 
belt, he ran ahead of Ahab all the way to Jezreel. 

Speaking Truth 
In Old Testament times, God raised up prophets to speak truth, and they often spoke that truth 
to power. They still do that today.  

After Jesus’ death and resurrection, quoting from the prophet Joel, Peter declared: 

“‘In the last days, God says, 
    I will pour out my Spirit on all people. 
Your sons and daughters will prophesy, 
    your young men will see visions, 
    your old men will dream dreams. 
Even on my servants, both men and women, 
    I will pour out my Spirit in those days, 
    and they will prophesy.” -Acts 2:17-18 



By his Holy Spirit, God still speaks truth to us through men and women he puts in our lives. 
Hopefully, unlike the northern kings of Israel, we are listening. 

Today’s Reflection Question 
When has God used another person to speak truth into your life? How did you respond?  



Day 2 

Elijah and Elisha 
This week we are learning about the Old Testament prophets. In addition to being the ones God 
used to communicate truth to his people, the prophets were also often given special abilities that 
could not be explained by any natural phenomenon. Many times it seems like the prophets were 
attuned to a different world, a different reality than everyone else saw. Today’s prophet is a 
perfect example. 

Yesterday, we learned about the prophet Elijah. The prophet Elisha was his apprentice. (If you 
never get their two names confused, you’re a Bible scholar!) When God takes Elijah away in a 
whirlwind, a story you’ll have to look up for yourself, Elisha takes up the mantle to become the 
man God uses to guide and protect his people.  

2 Kings 6:1-23 - Elisha Traps the Blind Arameans 
6:1 The company of the prophets said to Elisha, “Look, the place where we meet with you is too 
small for us. 2 Let us go to the Jordan, where each of us can get a pole; and let us build a place 
there for us to meet.” 
And he said, “Go.” 
3 Then one of them said, “Won’t you please come with your servants?” 
“I will,” Elisha replied. 4 And he went with them. 
They went to the Jordan and began to cut down trees. 5 As one of them was cutting down a 
tree, the iron ax head fell into the water. “Oh no, my lord!” he cried out. “It was borrowed!” 
6 The man of God asked, “Where did it fall?” When he showed him the place, Elisha cut a stick 
and threw it there, and made the iron float. 7 “Lift it out,” he said. Then the man reached out his 
hand and took it. 
8 Now the king of Aram was at war with Israel. After conferring with his officers, he said, “I will 
set up my camp in such and such a place.” 
9 The man of God sent word to the king of Israel: “Beware of passing that place, because the 
Arameans are going down there.” 10 So the king of Israel checked on the place indicated by the 
man of God. Time and again Elisha warned the king, so that he was on his guard in such 
places. 
11 This enraged the king of Aram. He summoned his officers and demanded of them, “Tell me! 
Which of us is on the side of the king of Israel?” 
12 “None of us, my lord the king,” said one of his officers, “but Elisha, the prophet who is in 
Israel, tells the king of Israel the very words you speak in your bedroom.” 
13 “Go, find out where he is,” the king ordered, “so I can send men and capture him.” The report 
came back: “He is in Dothan.” 14 Then he sent horses and chariots and a strong force there. 
They went by night and surrounded the city. 
15 When the servant of the man of God got up and went out early the next morning, an army 
with horses and chariots had surrounded the city. “Oh no, my lord! What shall we do?” the 
servant asked. 
16 “Don’t be afraid,” the prophet answered. “Those who are with us are more than those who 
are with them.” 



17 And Elisha prayed, “Open his eyes, Lord, so that he may see.” Then the Lord opened the 
servant’s eyes, and he looked and saw the hills full of horses and chariots of fire all around 
Elisha. 
18 As the enemy came down toward him, Elisha prayed to the Lord, “Strike this army with   
blindness.” So he struck them with blindness, as Elisha had asked. 
19 Elisha told them, “This is not the road and this is not the city. Follow me, and I will lead you to 
the man you are looking for.” And he led them to Samaria. 
20 After they entered the city, Elisha said, “Lord, open the eyes of these men so they can see.” 
Then the Lord opened their eyes and they looked, and there they were, inside Samaria. 
21 When the king of Israel saw them, he asked Elisha, “Shall I kill them, my father? Shall I kill 
them?” 
22 “Do not kill them,” he answered. “Would you kill those you have captured with your own 
sword or bow? Set food and water before them so that they may eat and drink and then go back 
to their master.” 23 So he prepared a great feast for them, and after they had finished eating 
and drinking, he sent them away, and they returned to their master. So the bands from Aram 
stopped raiding Israel’s territory. 

“Open My Eyes” 
The prophets often saw what everyone else missed. Reading their stories, we are reminded that 
there is another reality in life that we can't see with our eyes or hear with our ears, a 
supernatural world where God and his heavenly army fight against those who seek to destroy 
his people. 

Perhaps, we too need to pray, “Open my eyes!” Ask God to help you see truth that is more real 
than what you can see with your eyes. 

Today’s Reflection Question 
What might change in the way you live your day-to-day life if you lived aware of the supernatural 
realm around you? 



Day 3 

A Reluctant Prophet 
Not all the prophets were excited about what God called them to do. The book of Jonah was 
probably the earliest written account of a prophet, and Jonah is the only prophet who was sent 
to a foreign land. God sent Jonah to warn the city of Nineveh to repent, but Jonah resisted. The 
fact that the Ninevites were enemies of Israel might have had a lot to do with that, but no one 
could have anticipated what happened next. 

Jonah 1:1 - 2:10 - Jonah Flees from the Lord 
The word of the Lord came to Jonah son of Amittai: 2 “Go to the great city of Nineveh and 
preach against it, because its wickedness has come up before me.” 
3 But Jonah ran away from the Lord and headed for Tarshish. He went down to Joppa, where 
he found a ship bound for that port. After paying the fare, he went aboard and sailed for Tarshish 
to flee from the Lord. 
4 Then the Lord sent a great wind on the sea, and such a violent storm arose that the ship 
threatened to break up. 5 All the sailors were afraid and each cried out to his own god. And they 
threw the cargo into the sea to lighten the ship. 
But Jonah had gone below deck, where he lay down and fell into a deep sleep. 6 The captain 
went to him and said, “How can you sleep? Get up and call on your god! Maybe he will take 
notice of us so that we will not perish.” 
7 Then the sailors said to each other, “Come, let us cast lots to find out who is responsible for 
this calamity.” They cast lots and the lot fell on Jonah. 8 So they asked him, “Tell us, who is 
responsible for making all this trouble for us? What kind of work do you do? Where do you come 
from? What is your country? From what people are you?” 
9 He answered, “I am a Hebrew and I worship the Lord, the God of heaven, who made the sea 
and the dry land.” 
10 This terrified them and they asked, “What have you done?” (They knew he was running away 
from the Lord, because he had already told them so.) 
11 The sea was getting rougher and rougher. So they asked him, “What should we do to you to 
make the sea calm down for us?” 
12 “Pick me up and throw me into the sea,” he replied, “and it will become calm. I know that it is 
my fault that this great storm has come upon you.” 
13 Instead, the men did their best to row back to land. But they could not, for the sea grew even 
wilder than before. 14 Then they cried out to the Lord, “Please, Lord, do not let us die for taking 
this man’s life. Do not hold us accountable for killing an innocent man, for you, Lord, have done 
as you pleased.” 15 Then they took Jonah and threw him overboard, and the raging sea grew 
calm. 16 At this the men greatly feared the Lord, and they offered a sacrifice to the Lord and 
made vows to him. 
17 Now the Lord provided a huge fish to swallow Jonah, and Jonah was in the belly of the fish 
three days and three nights. 
2:1 From inside the fish Jonah prayed to the Lord his God. 2 He said: 
“In my distress I called to the Lord, 
    and he answered me. 
From deep in the realm of the dead I called for help, 
    and you listened to my cry. 



3 You hurled me into the depths, 
    into the very heart of the seas, 
    and the currents swirled about me; 
all your waves and breakers 
    swept over me. 
4 I said, ‘I have been banished 
    from your sight; 
yet I will look again 
    toward your holy temple.’ 
5 The engulfing waters threatened me, 
    the deep surrounded me; 
    seaweed was wrapped around my head. 
6 To the roots of the mountains I sank down; 
    the earth beneath barred me in forever. 
But you, Lord my God, 
    brought my life up from the pit. 
7 “When my life was ebbing away, 
    I remembered you, Lord, 
and my prayer rose to you, 
    to your holy temple. 
8 “Those who cling to worthless idols 
    turn away from God’s love for them. 
9 But I, with shouts of grateful praise, 
    will sacrifice to you. 
What I have vowed I will make good. 
    I will say, ‘Salvation comes from the Lord.’” 
10 And the Lord commanded the fish, and it vomited Jonah onto dry land. 

Imperfect People 
After all the craziness, Jonah finally does what God asked: He travels to Nineveh to call people 
to repentance. The Ninevites almost immediately repent and are shown God’s mercy. The book 
ends with Jonah brooding over Nineveh, angry with God for the grace he gave to the people 
there. 

OK, so maybe Jonah isn’t the poster child for prophets or the guy you’d want for a best friend, 
but isn’t it reassuring that God still uses us despite our faults and failings? 

Today’s Reflection Question 
Where has God been calling you to go, or what has God been calling you to do that you’ve 
resisted? 



Day 4 

The Prophet Hosea 
This week we are learning about the prophets and how God used them to speak to the people 
of Israel during the time of the kings, the exile, and right up to the end of the Old Testament. 
Sometimes, God used the prophets to teach the people not just through their words, but through 
their lives. Hosea is a perfect example. 

Hosea was a prophet to the Northern Kingdom of Israel before that kingdom was destroyed by a 
foreign power. If you remember, all the northern kings were evil and led the people astray. 
Hosea was one of the prophets who warned the people to return to God or face the 
consequences of their continual disobedience. Despite all they had done, God longed to 
welcome his people back into an intimate relationship. 

To try to get the people to understand this, God asks Hosea to do a very strange thing. He asks 
Hosea to marry a prostitute named Gomer. After he did, Gomer was continually unfaithful to 
Hosea. Eventually, she ran off with another man who claimed ownership over her, but God tells 
Hosea he’s not done with her yet.  

Hosea 3:1-5 - Hosea Reconciles With His Wife 
3:1 The Lord said to me, “Go, show your love to your wife again, though she is loved by another 
man and is an adulteress. Love her as the Lord loves the Israelites, though they turn to other 
gods and love the sacred raisin cakes.” 
2 So I bought her for fifteen shekels of silver and about a homer and a lethek of barley. 3 Then I 
told her, “You are to live with me many days; you must not be a prostitute or be intimate with any 
man, and I will behave the same way toward you.” 
4 For the Israelites will live many days without king or prince, without sacrifice or sacred stones, 
without ephod or household gods. 5 Afterward the Israelites will return and seek the Lord their 
God and David their king. They will come trembling to the Lord and to his blessings in the last 
days. 

BONUS: Interview with Ian Simkins about Hosea, a picture of God’s love. 

Other Prophets 
The story of the Old Testament is the story of God and his people, the Israelites. A pattern of 
rebellion, destruction, repentance, and reconciliation repeats itself over and over again. God 
raised up prophets to urge the people to return back to God. Unfortunately, we won’t have time 
to cover many of the other prophets, but here is a quick run down of the ones who wrote books 
that we haven’t mentioned yet. 

● Isaiah lived and preached to the Southern Kingdom of Judah before its destruction. His 
book contains several prophecies about Jesus hundreds of years before his birth. 

● Jeremiah warned God’s people that they would be conquered by the Babylonians. He 
also wrote the book of “Lamentations” after the destruction of the Southern Kingdom. He 
is referred to as “the weeping prophet” because he had a lot of stuff to be sad about!  



● Other prophets like Amos, Micah, Habakkuk, and Zephaniah also urged God’s people to 
turn back to him before the Northern and Southern Kingdoms fell. 

● Obadiah and Nahum were two of the few prophets who preached to people other than 
the people of God. Obadiah wrote to one of Israel’s enemies, the Edomites, warning 
them that they would be punished for cheering the downfall of God’s people. Nahum 
preached to Nineveh, another of Israel’s enemies. 

● Like Daniel, Ezekiel spoke to God’s people during the time of the exile. He encouraged 
them to repent and receive forgiveness. 

● No one is quite sure when the prophet Joel lived. He wrote about a locust plague that 
caused destruction but promised that God would bring restoration. 

● After the people of God returned from exile, God sent two prophets named Haggai and 
Zechariah to urge the rebuilding of the Temple.  

Which leaves us with just one book left in the Old Testament, Malachi, which we’ll get to 
tomorrow. 

Today’s Reflection Question: 
How does it make you feel to know that no matter how many times you have wandered away 
and been unfaithful, God is relentlessly pursuing you? 



Day 5 

The Last Prophet 
Congratulations! You’ve made it to the last day in the Old Testament portion of the Turn the 
Page Bible Experience! If there is someone nearby, ask them to give you a high five! 

As we wrap up our week on the prophets, recognize that one of the most important parts of their 
writings is how they foreshadowed Jesus. Writing hundreds of years before Jesus’ birth, the 
prophet Isaiah said:  

“For to us a child is born, 
    to us a son is given, 
    and the government will be on his shoulders. 
And he will be called 
    Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” -Isaiah 9:6 

The prophet Micah predicted the place of Jesus’ birth when he wrote: 

“But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah, out of you will 
come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from of old, ancient times.” 
-Micah 3:2 

Today, we finish up the Old Testament with the last prophet, Malachi. The old covenant God 
made with Abraham hasn't been fully realized yet, but as the Old Testament closes, there are 
hints that God is about to do something new. 

Malachi 3:1-4 - The Lord You Are Seeking 
3:1 “I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before me. Then suddenly the Lord you 
are seeking will come to his temple; the messenger of the covenant, whom you desire, will 
come,” says the Lord Almighty. 
2 But who can endure the day of his coming? Who can stand when he appears? For he will be 
like a refiner’s fire or a launderer’s soap. 3 He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver; he will 
purify the Levites and refine them like gold and silver. Then the Lord will have men who will 
bring offerings in righteousness, 4 and the offerings of Judah and Jerusalem will be acceptable 
to the Lord, as in days gone by, as in former years. 

The Old Testament Ends 
400 years before a baby was born in Bethlehem, Malachi cried out, "..the Lord you are seeking 
will come..." As the Old Testament closes, God goes silent. We don’t have any writings from the 
next four centuries. However, as we turn the page, the best part of the story is about to come… 

Today’s Reflection Question: 
As we finish the Old Testament today, what are some of the things you’ve learned during this 
Turn the Page Bible Experience that you didn’t know before? What parts of the Old Testament 
would you like to go back and read in full? 




