
Week 6 - The Exile 
Turn the Page Bible Experience 
Day 1 

Everything is Ruined 
Congratulations, you’ve made it to Week 6 of our Turn the Page Bible Experience! The period of 
the kings ends as Nebuchadnezzar, the leader of the Babylonian army, conquers Jerusalem. 
Nebuchadnezzar’s attack is brutal. He kills young and old, steals all the temple articles and 
treasures, burns God’s temple, and breaks down the wall around Jerusalem. He has completely 
devastated God’s people and their city. He drafts the surviving Israelites into his service and 
carries them off to Babylon as exiles.  

Among these exiles is an extraordinary young man named Daniel and three of his friends, 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. At Nebuchadnezzar’s command, these young men are 
chosen to spend three years in training in preparation to enter his service. By God’s grace, the 
king recognizes their merits and deems them ten times better than all others in his service. It’s 
the excellence of their character that causes the king to notice them, and it’s this very same 
excellence of character that prevents them from compromising their faith now.  

The history we're reading about today is found in the book of Daniel.  

Daniel 3:1-30 - The Image of Gold and the Blazing Furnace 
3:1 King Nebuchadnezzar made an image of gold, sixty cubits high and six cubits wide, and set 
it up on the plain of Dura in the province of Babylon. 2 He then summoned the satraps, prefects, 
governors, advisers, treasurers, judges, magistrates and all the other provincial officials to come 
to the dedication of the image he had set up. 3 So the satraps, prefects, governors, advisers, 
treasurers, judges, magistrates and all the other provincial officials assembled for the dedication 
of the image that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up, and they stood before it. 
4 Then the herald loudly proclaimed, “Nations and peoples of every language, this is what you 
are commanded to do: 5 As soon as you hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipe 
and all kinds of music, you must fall down and worship the image of gold that King 
Nebuchadnezzar has set up. 6 Whoever does not fall down and worship will immediately be 
thrown into a blazing furnace.” 
7 Therefore, as soon as they heard the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp and all kinds of 
music, all the nations and peoples of every language fell down and worshiped the image of gold 
that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up. 
8 At this time some astrologers came forward and denounced the Jews. 9 They said to King 
Nebuchadnezzar, “May the king live forever! 10 Your Majesty has issued a decree that everyone 
who hears the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipe and all kinds of music must fall 
down and worship the image of gold, 11 and that whoever does not fall down and worship will be 
thrown into a blazing furnace. 12 But there are some Jews whom you have set over the affairs of 
the province of Babylon—Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego—who pay no attention to you, 
Your Majesty. They neither serve your gods nor worship the image of gold you have set up.” 
13 Furious with rage, Nebuchadnezzar summoned Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. So these 
men were brought before the king, 14 and Nebuchadnezzar said to them, “Is it true, Shadrach, 
Meshach and Abednego, that you do not serve my gods or worship the image of gold I have set 
up? 15 Now when you hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipe and all kinds of 
music, if you are ready to fall down and worship the image I made, very good. But if you do not 



worship it, you will be thrown immediately into a blazing furnace. Then what god will be able to 
rescue you from my hand?” 
16 Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego replied to him, “King Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to 
defend ourselves before you in this matter. 17 If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God 
we serve is able to deliver us from it, and he will deliver us from Your Majesty’s hand. 18 But 
even if he does not, we want you to know, Your Majesty, that we will not serve your gods or 
worship the image of gold you have set up.” 
19 Then Nebuchadnezzar was furious with Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, and his attitude 
toward them changed. He ordered the furnace heated seven times hotter than usual 20 and 
commanded some of the strongest soldiers in his army to tie up Shadrach, Meshach and 
Abednego and throw them into the blazing furnace. 21 So these men, wearing their robes, 
trousers, turbans and other clothes, were bound and thrown into the blazing furnace. 22 The 
king’s command was so urgent and the furnace so hot that the flames of the fire killed the 
soldiers who took up Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, 23 and these three men, firmly tied, fell 
into the blazing furnace. 
24 Then King Nebuchadnezzar leaped to his feet in amazement and asked his advisers, “Weren’t 
there three men that we tied up and threw into the fire?” 
They replied, “Certainly, Your Majesty.” 
25 He said, “Look! I see four men walking around in the fire, unbound and unharmed, and the 
fourth looks like a son of the gods.” 
26 Nebuchadnezzar then approached the opening of the blazing furnace and shouted, 
“Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, servants of the Most High God, come out! Come here!” 
So Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego came out of the fire, 27 and the satraps, prefects, 
governors and royal advisers crowded around them. They saw that the fire had not harmed their 
bodies, nor was a hair of their heads singed; their robes were not scorched, and there was no 
smell of fire on them. 
28 Then Nebuchadnezzar said, “Praise be to the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, 
who has sent his angel and rescued his servants! They trusted in him and defied the king’s 
command and were willing to give up their lives rather than serve or worship any god except 
their own God. 29 Therefore I decree that the people of any nation or language who say anything 
against the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego be cut into pieces and their houses be 
turned into piles of rubble, for no other god can save in this way.” 
30 Then the king promoted Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego in the province of Babylon. 

Pressure Under Fire 
When faced with death, no one would have blamed Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego for 
compromising their faith. Yet, in contrast to the crowd, the three friends confidently proclaim that 
God can and will save them, but even if he does not, they will not bow. By refusing to conform to 
the culture they are forced to live in, these men give testimony to the greatness of God. Their 
courage and complete surrender to the will of God causes a king, who not so long ago 
annihilated their land and their people, to be moved by their conviction. As a result, 
Nebuchadnezzar gives praise to God and commands his people not to speak any words against 
him.  

God has given each of us areas of influence. We may not be facing a fiery furnace like 
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, but we all have opportunities to live counter-culturally for 
God’s glory. No matter what we might be facing, God will always be right there with us in the 
fire. 

Today’s Reflection Question 
In what ways is God calling you to live counter-culturally?      



Day 2 

There’s a New King in Town 
As we turn the page to Daniel chapter 6, there is a new Babylonian king named King Darius. 
Daniel continues to enjoy the king's favor, so much so that the king plans to set him over his 
entire kingdom. This does not sit well with Daniel’s power hungry coworkers, and they begin to 
devise a plan to trick the king into signing his favorite administrator’s death certificate.  

As you read this story, put yourself in the shoes of the exiled people of God. This story and other 
stories in the book of Daniel were intended to remind the people of God that no matter how bad 
things might appear, God is in control. 

Daniel 6:1-28 - Daniel in the Den of Lions 
6 It pleased Darius to appoint 120 satraps to rule throughout the kingdom, 2 with three 
administrators over them, one of whom was Daniel. The satraps were made accountable to 
them so that the king might not suffer loss. 3 Now Daniel so distinguished himself among the 
administrators and the satraps by his exceptional qualities that the king planned to set him over 
the whole kingdom. 4 At this, the administrators and the satraps tried to find grounds for charges 
against Daniel in his conduct of government affairs, but they were unable to do so. They could 
find no corruption in him, because he was trustworthy and neither corrupt nor negligent. 5 Finally 
these men said, “We will never find any basis for charges against this man Daniel unless it has 
something to do with the law of his God.” 
6 So these administrators and satraps went as a group to the king and said: “May King Darius 
live forever! 7 The royal administrators, prefects, satraps, advisers and governors have all 
agreed that the king should issue an edict and enforce the decree that anyone who prays to any 
god or human being during the next thirty days, except to you, Your Majesty, shall be thrown into 
the lions’ den. 8 Now, Your Majesty, issue the decree and put it in writing so that it cannot be 
altered—in accordance with the law of the Medes and Persians, which cannot be repealed.” 9 

So King Darius put the decree in writing. 
10 Now when Daniel learned that the decree had been published, he went home to his upstairs 
room where the windows opened toward Jerusalem. Three times a day he got down on his 
knees and prayed, giving thanks to his God, just as he had done before. 11 Then these men 
went as a group and found Daniel praying and asking God for help. 12 So they went to the king 
and spoke to him about his royal decree: “Did you not publish a decree that during the next 
thirty days anyone who prays to any god or human being except to you, Your Majesty, would be 
thrown into the lions’ den?” 
The king answered, “The decree stands—in accordance with the law of the Medes and 
Persians, which cannot be repealed.” 
13 Then they said to the king, “Daniel, who is one of the exiles from Judah, pays no attention to 
you, Your Majesty, or to the decree you put in writing. He still prays three times a day.” 14 When 
the king heard this, he was greatly distressed; he was determined to rescue Daniel and made 
every effort until sundown to save him. 
15 Then the men went as a group to King Darius and said to him, “Remember, Your Majesty, that 
according to the law of the Medes and Persians no decree or edict that the king issues can be 
changed.” 
16 So the king gave the order, and they brought Daniel and threw him into the lions’ den. The 
king said to Daniel, “May your God, whom you serve continually, rescue you!” 
17 A stone was brought and placed over the mouth of the den, and the king sealed it with his 
own signet ring and with the rings of his nobles, so that Daniel’s situation might not be changed. 
18 Then the king returned to his palace and spent the night without eating and without any 
entertainment being brought to him. And he could not sleep. 



19 At the first light of dawn, the king got up and hurried to the lions’ den. 20 When he came near 
the den, he called to Daniel in an anguished voice, “Daniel, servant of the living God, has your 
God, whom you serve continually, been able to rescue you from the lions?” 
21 Daniel answered, “May the king live forever! 22 My God sent his angel, and he shut the mouths 
of the lions. They have not hurt me, because I was found innocent in his sight. Nor have I ever 
done any wrong before you, Your Majesty.” 
23 The king was overjoyed and gave orders to lift Daniel out of the den. And when Daniel was 
lifted from the den, no wound was found on him, because he had trusted in his God. 
24 At the king’s command, the men who had falsely accused Daniel were brought in and thrown 
into the lions’ den, along with their wives and children. And before they reached the floor of the 
den, the lions overpowered them and crushed all their bones. 
25 Then King Darius wrote to all the nations and peoples of every language in all the earth: 
“May you prosper greatly! 
26 “I issue a decree that in every part of my kingdom people must fear and reverence the God of 
Daniel. 
“For he is the living God 
    and he endures forever; 
his kingdom will not be destroyed, 
    his dominion will never end. 
27 He rescues and he saves; 
    he performs signs and wonders 
    in the heavens and on the earth. 
He has rescued Daniel 
    from the power of the lions.” 
28 So Daniel prospered during the reign of Darius and the reign of Cyrus the Persian. 

Do It Again God!  
Does this story remind you of the story of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego from yesterday? 
Again, God saves the day, and because Daniel is faithful to God, obeying him and not man, he 
is delivered from the evil plot to destroy him. As a result, another pagan king commands his 
people to fear and revere the God of Daniel!  

Daniel's integrity is commendable, and both God and his superiors show him favor. In fact, at 
the end of this chapter, there is another new king, Cyrus the Persian, under whom Daniel 
continues to prosper. Persia conquered Babylon during the time of the exile, and thankfully this 
new world power had a different policy about what to do with their political prisoners. After 70 
years in exile, things are about to change for the people of God. 

Today’s Reflection Question 
What fearful situation are you facing that you need to bring in prayer to God? 



Day 3 
How Long Lord?  
The Jewish people are still living in exile in Babylon, but now after Babylon falls to the Persian 
Empire, the people of God find themselves under the rule of Persian power. 70 years earlier 
their beloved city Jerusalem and the Temple of God were destroyed and still lie in ruins. God 
moves the heart of the Persian King Cyrus to give permission to God’s people to return to their 
homeland and to authorize the rebuilding of the Temple. He generously supplies them with 
silver, gold, and other resources to accomplish the work.  

Zerubbabel leads the first group of exiles back to Jerusalem to rebuild the altar and the Temple. 
The work begins, opposition comes, but God continues to give his people favor with a 
succession of Persian kings until finally the Temple is complete. Now, a second group of 
returning exiles is coming led by a man named Ezra. He is going to restore worship in the newly 
finished Temple. 

The stories of the returning exiles are found in the books of Ezra and Nehemiah. 

Ezra 7:1, 6-10, Nehemiah 8:1-6 - Ezra Comes to Jerusalem 
7:1 After these things, during the reign of Artaxerxes king of Persia… 6Ezra came up from 
Babylon. He was a teacher well versed in the Law of Moses, which the Lord, the God of Israel, 
had given. The king had granted him everything he asked, for the hand of the Lord his God was 
on him. 7 Some of the Israelites, including priests, Levites, musicians, gatekeepers and temple 
servants, also came up to Jerusalem in the seventh year of King Artaxerxes. 
8 Ezra arrived in Jerusalem in the fifth month of the seventh year of the king. 9 He had begun his 
journey from Babylon on the first day of the first month, and he arrived in Jerusalem on the first 
day of the fifth month, for the gracious hand of his God was on him. 10 For Ezra had devoted 
himself to the study and observance of the Law of the Lord, and to teaching its decrees and 
laws in Israel. 

8:1 When the seventh month came and the Israelites had settled in their towns, all the people 
came together as one in the square before the Water Gate. They told Ezra the teacher of the 
Law to bring out the Book of the Law of Moses, which the Lord had commanded for Israel. 
2 So on the first day of the seventh month Ezra the priest brought the Law before the assembly, 
which was made up of men and women and all who were able to understand. 3 He read it aloud 
from daybreak till noon as he faced the square before the Water Gate in the presence of the 
men, women and others who could understand. And all the people listened attentively to the 
Book of the Law. 
4 Ezra the teacher of the Law stood on a high wooden platform built for the occasion. Beside 
him on his right stood Mat-tithiah, Shema, Anaiah, Uriah, Hilkiah and Maa-seiah; and on his left 
were Pedaiah, Mishael, Malkijah, Hashum, Hashbaddanah, Zechariah and Meshullam. 
5 Ezra opened the book. All the people could see him because he was standing above them; 
and as he opened it, the people all stood up. 6 Ezra praised the Lord, the great God; and all the 
people lifted their hands and responded, “Amen! Amen!” Then they bowed down and worshiped 
the Lord with their faces to the ground. 

Where can I get a letter like that?  
The hand of God was on Ezra because he devoted himself to the study and observance of 
God’s Law and to teaching that Law to God’s people. Repeatedly, we see God give favor to the 
people he has called to serve him. Ezra’s call was to reinstate worship in God’s Temple, but not 
the way we might imagine. Worship typically makes us think of songs of praise, which is 



definitely a huge part of worship. But Ezra knows that obedience to God’s commands is at the 
heart of worship. Yet, how can they be obedient if they don’t know God’s Law? So, Ezra sets out 
to teach the people about God’s best for their lives.  

Ezra reads the Book of the Law to everyone who could understand from sunrise until noon. The 
people were desperate to hear God’s Word, and when they do, they mourn and weep at how 
short they have fallen. But Ezra encourages them to be joyful because now they understand 
who they are called to be. Day-after-day, they listen to Ezra as he reads God’s Word, they 
repent of their sin, and they celebrate with great joy. God’s Word is never meant to condemn us, 
but rather to call us to a higher way of life. 

The Temple is complete and the people are learning God’s law, but the remnant of Israel that 
has returned is still in danger. The wall surrounding Jerusalem lies in ruins leaving them 
susceptible to attack from their enemies. But God is about to send a third group of exiles back to 
deal with the rubble wall. 

Today’s Reflection Question 
Have you ever thought of obedience to God as a form of worship? In what areas of your life is 
God calling you to obey? 



Day 4 
A Building Project 
Things are taking shape for the returning exiles. New Temple, check. God’s Law preached to the 
people, check. Protective wall rebuilt around the city, oops, not yet. Something has to be done 
about that! Enter Nehemiah, an Israelite, who is a cupbearer to the king of Persia. Nehemiah 
learns about the danger the Jewish people in Jerusalem are facing because the walls and gates 
of the city lie in ruins. Nehemiah, still in Babylon and employed by a Persian king, is distraught 
and spends time praying and fasting for his beloved city and God’s people. Again, we see God 
move in the heart of a king as he grants Nehemiah permission to return to Jerusalem to rebuild 
the wall. The king also gives orders for everything Nehemiah might need and more to get the 
job done. Nehemiah wastes no time and the work is quickly underway, but anything worth doing 
is rarely easy. 

Nehemiah 4:1-23 - Opposition to the Rebuilding 
When Sanballat heard that we were rebuilding the wall, he became angry and was greatly 
incensed. He ridiculed the Jews, 2 and in the presence of his associates and the army of 
Samaria, he said, “What are those feeble Jews doing? Will they restore their wall? Will they 
offer sacrifices? Will they finish in a day? Can they bring the stones back to life from those 
heaps of rubble—burned as they are?” 
3 Tobiah the Ammonite, who was at his side, said, “What they are building—even a fox climbing 
up on it would break down their wall of stones!” 
4 Hear us, our God, for we are despised. Turn their insults back on their own heads. Give them 
over as plunder in a land of captivity. 5 Do not cover up their guilt or blot out their sins from your 
sight, for they have thrown insults in the face of the builders. 
6 So we rebuilt the wall till all of it reached half its height, for the people worked with all their 
heart. 
7 But when Sanballat, Tobiah, the Arabs, the Ammonites and the people of Ashdod heard that 
the repairs to Jerusalem’s walls had gone ahead and that the gaps were being closed, they 
were very angry. 8 They all plotted together to come and fight against Jerusalem and stir up 
trouble against it. 9 But we prayed to our God and posted a guard day and night to meet this 
threat. 
10 Meanwhile, the people in Judah said, “The strength of the laborers is giving out, and there is 
so much rubble that we cannot rebuild the wall.” 
11 Also our enemies said, “Before they know it or see us, we will be right there among them and 
will kill them and put an end to the work.” 
12 Then the Jews who lived near them came and told us ten times over, “Wherever you turn, 
they will attack us.” 
13 Therefore I stationed some of the people behind the lowest points of the wall at the exposed 
places, posting them by families, with their swords, spears and bows. 14 After I looked things 
over, I stood up and said to the nobles, the officials and the rest of the people, “Don’t be afraid 
of them. Remember the Lord, who is great and awesome, and fight for your families, your sons 
and your daughters, your wives and your homes.” 
15 When our enemies heard that we were aware of their plot and that God had frustrated it, we 
all returned to the wall, each to our own work. 
16 From that day on, half of my men did the work, while the other half were equipped with 
spears, shields, bows and armor. The officers posted themselves behind all the people of Judah 
17 who were building the wall. Those who carried materials did their work with one hand and held 
a weapon in the other, 18 and each of the builders wore his sword at his side as he worked. But 
the man who sounded the trumpet stayed with me. 



19 Then I said to the nobles, the officials and the rest of the people, “The work is extensive and 
spread out, and we are widely separated from each other along the wall. 20 Wherever you hear 
the sound of the trumpet, join us there. Our God will fight for us!” 
21 So we continued the work with half the men holding spears, from the first light of dawn till the 
stars came out. 22 At that time I also said to the people, “Have every man and his helper stay 
inside Jerusalem at night, so they can serve us as guards by night and as workers by day.” 23 

Neither I nor my brothers nor my men nor the guards with me took off our clothes; each had his 
weapon, even when he went for water. 

“But We Prayed To Our God” 
Nehemiah hears that Israel’s enemies are murmuring against his work. He keeps working and 
asks God to deal with them, and he gets the wall to half its height because the people of God 
are inspired to work with all their heart. When the threats seem to increase, Nehemiah prays 
and posts guards. When his people become too afraid and fear paralyzes them, he arms his 
workers posting them near the gaps in the wall. He encourages them not to be afraid and to 
remember their awesome God. He eases their anxiety by adding a watcher on the wall to sound 
a trumpet when there is danger. Nehemiah rebuilds the wall in 52 days! This wall was 8 feet 
thick, 40 feet high, and spanned 2.5 miles around the city. A pretty amazing accomplishment for 
the people of God!  

As we read about the exiles rebuilding the Temple, reinstating worship, and rebuilding the wall, 
we see a common thread in all three of these stories. A directive from God is laid on a leader’s 
heart and favor from God follows as the leader responds to the call and receives resources for 
the work that needs to be done. People follow the leader, inspired by this God-given vision, and 
the work starts. Opposition from the enemy surely follows, but more favor and more resources 
are provided when the leader doesn’t give up. The result is success for God’s glory. We would 
be wise to remember this as we set out to accomplish the things God has laid on our hearts.  

Today’s Reflection Question 
What can you learn from Nehemiah’s story to help you continue to move forward when you face 
opposition?  



Day 5 
Timeout for a Persian Story 
Ezra, Nehemiah, and the book we're going to look at today, Esther, are the last three books in 
the Old Testament that are history books. Esther is its own little story about a young Jewish 
woman named Esther and her Uncle Mordecai. The book of Esther is grouped with Ezra and 
Nehemiah because the story takes place during the reign of the Persian kings. You see, the 
Persian King Xerxes needs a new queen because one night during a party, he banished the old 
queen for refusing to dance for him and his friends. Great guy, right?  

After some time goes by, the king’s buddies notice he is down, missing his queen, so they 
decide to cheer him up by hosting a national beauty contest of sorts to find the best looking 
young woman to be his new queen. Yes, it appears the Persians had their own version of the 
show, The Bachelor. Esther wins this contest and becomes the new queen.  

Esther’s Uncle Mordecai and the king’s right-hand-man, Haman, have a problem with each 
other, and when Haman finds out Mordecai is a Jew, he decides to trick the unwitting king into 
signing an edict that allows for the annihilation of every Jewish person in the kingdom. A date is 
set in the not too distant future on which the Persian people will be allowed to strike down their 
Jewish neighbors without repercussion. Plot twist! The king authorizes the edict not knowing his 
new queen is Jewish! We’re about to see God’s divine purpose for Esther becoming a Persian 
Queen.  

Esther 4:1-17 - Mordecai Persuades Esther to Help 
4:1 When Mordecai learned of all that had been done, he tore his clothes, put on sackcloth and 
ashes, and went out into the city, wailing loudly and bitterly. 2 But he went only as far as the 
king’s gate, because no one clothed in sackcloth was allowed to enter it. 3 In every province to 
which the edict and order of the king came, there was great mourning among the Jews, with 
fasting, weeping and wailing. Many lay in sackcloth and ashes. 
4 When Esther’s eunuchs and female attendants came and told her about Mordecai, she was in 
great distress. She sent clothes for him to put on instead of his sackcloth, but he would not 
accept them. 5 Then Esther summoned Hathak, one of the king’s eunuchs assigned to attend 
her, and ordered him to find out what was troubling Mordecai and why. 
6 So Hathak went out to Mordecai in the open square of the city in front of the king’s gate. 7 

Mordecai told him everything that had happened to him, including the exact amount of money 
Haman had promised to pay into the royal treasury for the destruction of the Jews. 8 He also 
gave him a copy of the text of the edict for their annihilation, which had been published in Susa, 
to show to Esther and explain it to her, and he told him to instruct her to go into the king’s 
presence to beg for mercy and plead with him for her people. 
9 Hathak went back and reported to Esther what Mordecai had said. 10 Then she instructed him 
to say to Mordecai, 11 “All the king’s officials and the people of the royal provinces know that for 
any man or woman who approaches the king in the inner court without being summoned the 
king has but one law: that they be put to death unless the king extends the gold scepter to them 
and spares their lives. But thirty days have passed since I was called to go to the king.” 
12 When Esther’s words were reported to Mordecai, 13 he sent back this answer: “Do not think 
that because you are in the king’s house you alone of all the Jews will escape. 14 For if you 
remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance for the Jews will arise from another place, but 
you and your father’s family will perish. And who knows but that you have come to your royal 
position for such a time as this?” 
15 Then Esther sent this reply to Mordecai: 16 “Go, gather together all the Jews who are in Susa, 
and fast for me. Do not eat or drink for three days, night or day. I and my attendants will fast as 



you do. When this is done, I will go to the king, even though it is against the law. And if I perish, I 
perish.” 
17 So Mordecai went away and carried out all of Esther’s instructions. 

For Such A Time As This  
You really have to read the entire book of Esther, it’s better than any best seller on the shelves 
today! After Uncle Mordecai’s persuasively blunt message reaches Esther, she boldly enters the 
king’s court, fully aware this could mean her death. But the king has favor on her and tells her to 
ask for anything. She invites the king and Haman to a nice little dinner party. Haman thinks he 
has hit the jackpot because the queen has invited him to dinner; but at the dinner, Esther 
proceeds to tell the king of the plot to destroy her people. The king is outraged and demands to 
have the name of the man who would orchestrate such a thing. Of course, it’s Haman and 
suddenly this dinner party isn’t so fun anymore.  

Haman is hanged and the king writes another edict that allows the Jews to defend themselves 
against anyone who would attack them on the date set by the original edict. Uncle Mordecai is 
promoted and brought into the presence of the king and fear of the Jewish people seizes the 
Persian community. When the fateful day came to fight, the Jewish people defended themselves 
and killed the people that sought to kill them. God saved his people through the bravery of 
Queen Esther. She really was in her position “for such a time as this.” 

Today’s Reflection Question 
Who in your life could benefit from the position and influence you have to speak up for their 
welfare?  
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