
Week 5 - The Kingdoms 
Turn the Page Bible Experience 

Day 1 

Israel Asks for a King 
Let’s pick up the story where we left off last week. After a long, arduous journey, the people of 
God have taken up residence in the Promised Land. However, they failed to follow God’s 
command to drive out all the pagan people groups who had previously lived there. This meant 
the Israelites were constantly tempted to compromise their devotion to God and often fell into 
sinful patterns of worshipping false, pagan gods. 

God raised up a series of “judges” to rule Israel during this period who constantly called the 
people back to God. As the book of 1 Samuel opens, we find the last of these judges. HIs name, 
as you might have guessed, is Samuel. 

Samuel is a good man, devoted to God, but he has to deal with a stubborn, obstinate people. 
The people ask Samuel to give them a king so that they can be like other nations. This request 
angers Samuel and grieves the heart of God. It was God’s desire that he alone be Israel’s King, 
lovingly guiding, protecting, and leading his people. God tells Samuel to warn the people that a 
human king will ultimately enslave them claiming rights over their sons, their animals, and their 
harvest; but the people persist in their request. So God grants them their wish, and chooses for 
them a king.  

1 Samuel 9:1-10:1 - Samuel Anoints Saul 
There was a Benjamite, a man of standing, whose name was Kish son of Abiel, the son of Zeror, 
the son of Bekorath, the son of Aphiah of Benjamin. 2 Kish had a son named Saul, as 
handsome a young man as could be found anywhere in Israel, and he was a head taller than 
anyone else. 
3 Now the donkeys belonging to Saul’s father Kish were lost, and Kish said to his son Saul, 
“Take one of the servants with you and go and look for the donkeys.”4 So he passed through 
the hill country of Ephraim and through the area around Shalisha, but they did not find them. 
They went on into the district of Shay-alim, but the donkeys were not there. Then he passed 
through the territory of Benjamin, but they did not find them. 
5 When they reached the district of Zu-ph, Saul said to the servant who was with him, “Come, 
let’s go back, or my father will stop thinking about the donkeys and start worrying about us.” 
6 But the servant replied, “Look, in this town there is a man of God; he is highly respected, and 
everything he says comes true. Let’s go there now. Perhaps he will tell us what way to take.” 
7 Saul said to his servant, “If we go, what can we give the man? The food in our sacks is gone. 
We have no gift to take to the man of God. What do we have?” 
8 The servant answered him again. “Look,” he said, “I have a quarter of a shekel of silver. I will 
give it to the man of God so that he will tell us what way to take.”9 (Formerly in Israel, if 
someone went to inquire of God, they would say, “Come, let us go to the seer,” because the 
prophet of today used to be called a seer.) 



10 “Good,” Saul said to his servant. “Come, let’s go.” So they set out for the town where the 
man of God was. 
11 As they were going up the hill to the town, they met some young women coming out to draw 
water, and they asked them, “Is the seer here?” 
12 “He is,” they answered. “He’s ahead of you. Hurry now; he has just come to our town today, 
for the people have a sacrifice at the high place. 13 As soon as you enter the town, you will find 
him before he goes up to the high place to eat. The people will not begin eating until he comes, 
because he must bless the sacrifice; afterward, those who are invited will eat. Go up now; you 
should find him about this time.” 
14 They went up to the town, and as they were entering it, there was Samuel, coming toward 
them on his way up to the high place. 
15 Now the day before Saul came, the Lord had revealed this to Samuel: 16 “About this time 
tomorrow I will send you a man from the land of Benjamin. Anoint him ruler over my people 
Israel; he will deliver them from the hand of the Philistines. I have looked on my people, for their 
cry has reached me.” 
17 When Samuel caught sight of Saul, the Lord said to him, “This is the man I spoke to you 
about; he will govern my people.” 
18 Saul approached Samuel in the gateway and asked, “Would you please tell me where the 
seer’s house is?” 
19 “I am the seer,” Samuel replied. “Go up ahead of me to the high place, for today you are to 
eat with me, and in the morning I will send you on your way and will tell you all that is in your 
heart. 20 As for the donkeys you lost three days ago, do not worry about them; they have been 
found. And to whom is all the desire of Israel turned, if not to you and your whole family line?” 
21 Saul answered, “But am I not a Benjamite, from the smallest tribe of Israel, and is not my 
clan the least of all the clans of the tribe of Benjamin? Why do you say such a thing to me?” 
22 Then Samuel brought Saul and his servant into the hall and seated them at the head of 
those who were invited—about thirty in number. 23 Samuel said to the cook, “Bring the piece of 
meat I gave you, the one I told you to lay aside.” 
24 So the cook took up the thigh with what was on it and set it in front of Saul. Samuel said, 
“Here is what has been kept for you. Eat, because it was set aside for you for this occasion from 
the time I said, ‘I have invited guests.’” And Saul dined with Samuel that day. 
25 After they came down from the high place to the town, Samuel talked with Saul on the roof of 
his house. 26 They rose about daybreak, and Samuel called to Saul on the roof, “Get ready, and 
I will send you on your way.” When Saul got ready, he and Samuel went outside together. 27 As 
they were going down to the edge of the town, Samuel said to Saul, “Tell the servant to go on 
ahead of us”—and the servant did so—“but you stay here for a while, so that I may give you a 
message from God.” 
10:1 Then Samuel took a flask of olive oil and poured it on Saul’s head and kissed him, saying, 
“Has not the Lord anointed you ruler over his inheritance? 

Another King 
At first, Saul starts out as a pretty good leader. He is victorious in battle and the people rally 
around him. However, when Saul makes a decision according to his own will instead of following 
God’s will, things go south quickly. Saul starts losing battles, and more importantly, God rejects 
him as king.  



God tells Samuel to anoint another man as king. There’s just one small problem - Saul is still on 
the throne. This will not be a smooth transfer of power, but an important Old Testament 
character is about to enter the scene: David. When we first meet David, he is just a young 
shepherd boy. Nothing about his appearance is impressive, but God reminds Samuel, “The Lord 
does not look at the things people look at. People look at the outward appearance, but the Lord 
looks at the heart.” (1 Samuel 16:7b) 

The story of Israel's first two kings is told in the books of 1 and 2 Samuel.  

Today’s Reflection Question 
Is there anything you are pursuing in your life right now that is clearly not in line with God’s will 
for your life?  



Day 2 

Saul and David 
As we pick up the story today, Saul sits on the throne as Israel’s king, but unbeknownst to him, 
God has anointed another man, David, to replace him. 

David is just a young guy when he comes on the scene, the youngest in his family. Nothing 
about his appearance or demeanor would cause people to take notice, but it quickly becomes 
apparent that David is someone special. 

1 Samuel 17:1-58 - David and Goliath 
17:1 Now the Philistines gathered their forces for war and assembled at Sokoh in Judah. They 
pitched camp at Ephes Dammim, between Sokoh and Azekah. 2 Saul and the Israelites 
assembled and camped in the Valley of Elah and drew up their battle line to meet the 
Philistines. 3 The Philistines occupied one hill and the Israelites another, with the valley between 
them. 
4 A champion named Goliath, who was from Gath, came out of the Philistine camp. His height 
was six cubits and a span. 5 He had a bronze helmet on his head and wore a coat of scale 
armor of bronze weighing five thousand shekels; 6 on his legs he wore bronze greaves, and a 
bronze javelin was slung on his back.7 His spear shaft was like a weaver’s rod, and its iron point 
weighed six hundred shekels. His shield bearer went ahead of him. 
8 Goliath stood and shouted to the ranks of Israel, “Why do you come out and line up for battle? 
Am I not a Philistine, and are you not the servants of Saul? Choose a man and have him come 
down to me. 9 If he is able to fight and kill me, we will become your subjects; but if I overcome 
him and kill him, you will become our subjects and serve us.” 10 Then the Philistine said, “This 
day I defy the armies of Israel! Give me a man and let us fight each other.” 11 On hearing the 
Philistine’s words, Saul and all the Israelites were dismayed and terrified. 
12 Now David was the son of an Ephrathite named Jesse, who was from Bethlehem in Judah. 
Jesse had eight sons, and in Saul’s time he was very old.13 Jesse’s three oldest sons had 
followed Saul to the war: The firstborn was Eliab; the second, Abinadab; and the third, 
Shammah. 14 David was the youngest. The three oldest followed Saul, 15 but David went back 
and forth from Saul to tend his father’s sheep at Bethlehem. 
16 For forty days the Philistine came forward every morning and evening and took his stand. 
17 Now Jesse said to his son David, “Take this ephah of roasted grain and these ten loaves of 
bread for your brothers and hurry to their camp. 18 Take along these ten cheeses to the 
commander of their unit. See how your brothers are and bring back some assurance from them. 
19 They are with Saul and all the men of Israel in the Valley of Elah, fighting against the 
Philistines.” 
20 Early in the morning David left the flock in the care of a shepherd, loaded up and set out, as 
Jesse had directed. He reached the camp as the army was going out to its battle positions, 
shouting the war cry. 21 Israel and the Philistines were drawing up their lines facing each other. 
22 David left his things with the keeper of supplies, ran to the battle lines and asked his brothers 
how they were. 23 As he was talking with them, Goliath, the Philistine champion from Gath, 
stepped out from his lines and shouted his usual defiance, and David heard it. 24 Whenever the 
Israelites saw the man, they all fled from him in great fear. 



25 Now the Israelites had been saying, “Do you see how this man keeps coming out? He comes 
out to defy Israel. The king will give great wealth to the man who kills him. He will also give him 
his daughter in marriage and will exempt his family from taxes in Israel.” 
26 David asked the men standing near him, “What will be done for the man who kills this 
Philistine and removes this disgrace from Israel? Who is this uncircumcised Philistine that he 
should defy the armies of the living God?” 
27 They repeated to him what they had been saying and told him, “This is what will be done for 
the man who kills him.” 
28 When Eliab, David’s oldest brother, heard him speaking with the men, he burned with anger 
at him and asked, “Why have you come down here? And with whom did you leave those few 
sheep in the wilderness? I know how conceited you are and how wicked your heart is; you came 
down only to watch the battle.” 
29 “Now what have I done?” said David. “Can’t I even speak?” 30 He then turned away to 
someone else and brought up the same matter, and the men answered him as before. 31 What 
David said was overheard and reported to Saul, and Saul sent for him. 
32 David said to Saul, “Let no one lose heart on account of this Philistine; your servant will go 
and fight him.” 
33 Saul replied, “You are not able to go out against this Philistine and fight him; you are only a 
young man, and he has been a warrior from his youth.” 
34 But David said to Saul, “Your servant has been keeping his father’s sheep. When a lion or a 
bear came and carried off a sheep from the flock, 35 I went after it, struck it and rescued the 
sheep from its mouth. When it turned on me, I seized it by its hair, struck it and killed it. 36 Your 
servant has killed both the lion and the bear; this uncircumcised Philistine will be like one of 
them, because he has defied the armies of the living God. 37 The Lord who rescued me from 
the paw of the lion and the paw of the bear will rescue me from the hand of this Philistine.” 
Saul said to David, “Go, and the Lord be with you.” 
38 Then Saul dressed David in his own tunic. He put a coat of armor on him and a bronze 
helmet on his head. 39 David fastened on his sword over the tunic and tried walking around, 
because he was not used to them. 
“I cannot go in these,” he said to Saul, “because I am not used to them.” So he took them off. 40 
Then he took his staff in his hand, chose five smooth stones from the stream, put them in the 
pouch of his shepherd’s bag and, with his sling in his hand, approached the Philistine. 
41 Meanwhile, the Philistine, with his shield bearer in front of him, kept coming closer to David. 
42 He looked David over and saw that he was little more than a boy, glowing with health and 
handsome, and he despised him. 43 He said to David, “Am I a dog, that you come at me with 
sticks?” And the Philistine cursed David by his gods. 44 “Come here,” he said, “and I’ll give your 
flesh to the birds and the wild animals!” 
45 David said to the Philistine, “You come against me with sword and spear and javelin, but I 
come against you in the name of the Lord Almighty, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you 
have defied. 46 This day the Lord will deliver you into my hands, and I’ll strike you down and cut 
off your head. This very day I will give the carcasses of the Philistine army to the birds and the 
wild animals, and the whole world will know that there is a God in Israel. 47 All those gathered 
here will know that it is not by sword or spear that the Lord saves; for the battle is the Lord’s, 
and he will give all of you into our hands.” 
48 As the Philistine moved closer to attack him, David ran quickly toward the battle line to meet 
him. 49 Reaching into his bag and taking out a stone, he slung it and struck the Philistine on the 
forehead. The stone sank into his forehead, and he fell facedown on the ground. 



50 So David triumphed over the Philistine with a sling and a stone; without a sword in his hand 
he struck down the Philistine and killed him. 
51 David ran and stood over him. He took hold of the Philistine’s sword and drew it from the 
sheath. After he killed him, he cut off his head with the sword. 
When the Philistines saw that their hero was dead, they turned and ran. 52 Then the men of 
Israel and Judah surged forward with a shout and pursued the Philistines to the entrance of 
Gath[f] and to the gates of Ekron. Their dead were strewn along the Shaaraim road to Gath and 
Ekron. 53 When the Israelites returned from chasing the Philistines, they plundered their camp. 
54 David took the Philistine’s head and brought it to Jerusalem; he put the Philistine’s weapons 
in his own tent. 
55 As Saul watched David going out to meet the Philistine, he said to Abner, commander of the 
army, “Abner, whose son is that young man?” 
Abner replied, “As surely as you live, Your Majesty, I don’t know.” 
56 The king said, “Find out whose son this young man is.” 
57 As soon as David returned from killing the Philistine, Abner took him and brought him before 
Saul, with David still holding the Philistine’s head. 
58 “Whose son are you, young man?” Saul asked him. 
David said, “I am the son of your servant Jesse of Bethlehem.” 

A Jealous King 
You might think that Saul would be forever grateful to this young shepherd boy for saving the 
nation, but you’d be mistaken. As the people begin to sing David’s praises, Saul grows more 
and more jealous of his young rival. On multiple occasions, Saul tries to take David’s life. In fact, 
David spends the next decade running from the increasingly vindictive king.  

When Saul is seriously wounded in a battle against the Philistines, he knows the end is near 
and he takes his own life. It is at this point that David, who would become known as “a man after 
God’s own heart,” becomes king. 

Today’s Reflection Question 
What battles are you facing today that feel “Goliath-sized”? What might it look like to trust God 
as you face that battle?  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%2520Samuel+17&version=NIV%23fen-NIV-7671f


Day 3 

A Man After God’s Own Heart? 
David is king of Israel. He is devoted to God, and God makes him a remarkable promise: 
“...your throne will be established forever.” (2 Samuel 7:16) Of course, God himself would be the 
fulfillment of this promise for centuries later a baby would be born in the town of Bethlehem who 
could trace his family line back to David, but that’s getting ahead of the story. 

David was a man who God himself called “a man after my own heart,” yet he was far from 
perfect. In fact, one scene from David’s life reads like a scandal from a gossip magazine. 

2 Samuel 11:1-27 - David and Bathsheba 
In the spring, at the time when kings go off to war, David sent Joab out with the king’s men and 
the whole Israelite army. They destroyed the Ammonites and besieged Rabbah. But David 
remained in Jerusalem. 
2 One evening David got up from his bed and walked around on the roof of the palace. From the 
roof he saw a woman bathing. The woman was very beautiful,3 and David sent someone to find 
out about her. The man said, “She is Bathsheba,the daughter of Eliam and the wife of Uriah the 
Hittite.” 4 Then David sent messengers to get her. She came to him, and he slept with her. (Now 
she was purifying herself from her monthly uncleanness.) Then she went back home. 5 The 
woman conceived and sent word to David, saying, “I am pregnant.” 
6 So David sent this word to Joab: “Send me Uriah the Hittite.” And Joab sent him to David. 7 
When Uriah came to him, David asked him how Joab was, how the soldiers were and how the 
war was going. 8 Then David said to Uriah, “Go down to your house and wash your feet.” So 
Uriah left the palace, and a gift from the king was sent after him. 9 But Uriah slept at the 
entrance to the palace with all his master’s servants and did not go down to his house. 
10 David was told, “Uriah did not go home.” So he asked Uriah, “Haven’t you just come from a 
military campaign? Why didn’t you go home?” 
11 Uriah said to David, “The ark and Israel and Judah are staying in tents, and my commander 
Joab and my lord’s men are camped in the open country. How could I go to my house to eat and 
drink and make love to my wife? As surely as you live, I will not do such a thing!” 
12 Then David said to him, “Stay here one more day, and tomorrow I will send you back.” So 
Uriah remained in Jerusalem that day and the next. 13 At David’s invitation, he ate and drank 
with him, and David made him drunk. But in the evening Uriah went out to sleep on his mat 
among his master’s servants; he did not go home. 
14 In the morning David wrote a letter to Joab and sent it with Uriah. 15 In it he wrote, “Put 
Uriah out in front where the fighting is fiercest. Then withdraw from him so he will be struck 
down and die.” 
16 So while Joab had the city under siege, he put Uriah at a place where he knew the strongest 
defenders were. 17 When the men of the city came out and fought against Joab, some of the 
men in David’s army fell; moreover, Uriah the Hittite died. 
18 Joab sent David a full account of the battle. 19 He instructed the messenger: “When you 
have finished giving the king this account of the battle, 20 the king’s anger may flare up, and he 
may ask you, ‘Why did you get so close to the city to fight? Didn’t you know they would shoot 
arrows from the wall? 21 Who killed Abimelek son of Jerub-Besheth? Didn’t a woman drop an 



upper millstone on him from the wall, so that he died in Thebez? Why did you get so close to the 
wall?’ If he asks you this, then say to him, ‘Moreover, your servant Uriah the Hittite is dead.’” 
22 The messenger set out, and when he arrived he told David everything Joab had sent him to 
say. 23 The messenger said to David, “The men overpowered us and came out against us in the 
open, but we drove them back to the entrance of the city gate. 24 Then the archers shot arrows 
at your servants from the wall, and some of the king’s men died. Moreover, your servant Uriah 
the Hittite is dead.” 
25 David told the messenger, “Say this to Joab: ‘Don’t let this upset you; the sword devours one 
as well as another. Press the attack against the city and destroy it.’ Say this to encourage Joab.” 
26 When Uriah’s wife heard that her husband was dead, she mourned for him.27 After the time 
of mourning was over, David had her brought to his house, and she became his wife and bore 
him a son. But the thing David had done displeased the Lord. 

A Repentant King 
The “man after God’s own heart” is caught in a web of adultery, murder, and deceit. Yet, when 
Nathan the prophet confronts David about his sin, David is broken and remorseful and 
repentant.  

Psalm, the longest book in the Bible, is a collection of songs expressing everything from adoring 
praise to cries for vengeance, declarations of God’s goodness to sorrowful confession. David is 
the author of many of these Psalms, including Psalm 51 which he wrote as a song of 
repentance after being confronted with his sin. Christ-followers throughout the ages have used 
these Psalms to express their own emotions as they’ve interacted with God. In the Psalms, we 
get glimpses of the kind of heart that pleases God. 

Today’s Reflection Question 
How have you experienced grace in your relationship with God? 



Day 4 

The Next King 
Following the stories of Samuel, Saul, and David found in 1 and 2 Samuel, the history of the 
Israelite kings continues in the books of 1 and 2 Kings. Here's something else you should know: 
the next two books in the Bible, 1 and 2 Chronicles, cover the same time period as these other 
four books about the kings. The difference is that 1 and 2 Chronicles focus on the religious 
history of God’s people during this time period, while the books of Samuel and Kings focus on 
the political history.  

There is one other king we want to cover before moving on from this time of the kingdoms: 
Solomon. Solomon is the son of David and Bathsheba who assumes the throne after the death 
of his father. He wasn't a perfect guy by a longshot, but in many ways, Solomon did please the 
Lord. 

1 Kings 3:1-28 - Solomon Asks for Wisdom 
3:1 Solomon made an alliance with Pharaoh king of Egypt and married his daughter. He brought 
her to the City of David until he finished building his palace and the temple of the Lord, and the 
wall around Jerusalem. 2 The people, however, were still sacrificing at the high places, because 
a temple had not yet been built for the Name of the Lord. 3 Solomon showed his love for the 
Lord by walking according to the instructions given him by his father David, except that he 
offered sacrifices and burned incense on the high places. 
4 The king went to Gibeon to offer sacrifices, for that was the most important high place, and 
Solomon offered a thousand burnt offerings on that altar. 5 At Gibeon the Lord appeared to 
Solomon during the night in a dream, and God said, “Ask for whatever you want me to give 
you.” 
6 Solomon answered, “You have shown great kindness to your servant, my father David, 
because he was faithful to you and righteous and upright in heart. You have continued this great 
kindness to him and have given him a son to sit on his throne this very day. 
7 “Now, Lord my God, you have made your servant king in place of my father David. But I am 
only a little child and do not know how to carry out my duties. 8 Your servant is here among the 
people you have chosen, a great people, too numerous to count or number. 9 So give your 
servant a discerning heart to govern your people and to distinguish between right and wrong. 
For who is able to govern this great people of yours?” 
10 The Lord was pleased that Solomon had asked for this. 11 So God said to him, “Since you 
have asked for this and not for long life or wealth for yourself, nor have asked for the death of 
your enemies but for discernment in administering justice,12 I will do what you have asked. I will 
give you a wise and discerning heart, so that there will never have been anyone like you, nor 
will there ever be. 13 Moreover, I will give you what you have not asked for—both wealth and 
honor—so that in your lifetime you will have no equal among kings. 14 And if you walk in 
obedience to me and keep my decrees and commands as David your father did, I will give you a 
long life.” 15 Then Solomon awoke—and he realized it had been a dream. 
He returned to Jerusalem, stood before the ark of the Lord’s covenant and sacrificed burnt 
offerings and fellowship offerings. Then he gave a feast for all his court. 
16 Now two prostitutes came to the king and stood before him. 17 One of them said, “Pardon 
me, my lord. This woman and I live in the same house, and I had a baby while she was there 



with me. 18 The third day after my child was born, this woman also had a baby. We were alone; 
there was no one in the house but the two of us. 
19 “During the night this woman’s son died because she lay on him. 20 So she got up in the 
middle of the night and took my son from my side while I your servant was asleep. She put him 
by her breast and put her dead son by my breast. 21 The next morning, I got up to nurse my 
son—and he was dead! But when I looked at him closely in the morning light, I saw that it wasn’t 
the son I had borne.” 
22 The other woman said, “No! The living one is my son; the dead one is yours.” 
But the first one insisted, “No! The dead one is yours; the living one is mine.” And so they 
argued before the king. 
23 The king said, “This one says, ‘My son is alive and your son is dead,’ while that one says, 
‘No! Your son is dead and mine is alive.’” 
24 Then the king said, “Bring me a sword.” So they brought a sword for the king. 25 He then 
gave an order: “Cut the living child in two and give half to one and half to the other.” 
26 The woman whose son was alive was deeply moved out of love for her son and said to the 
king, “Please, my lord, give her the living baby! Don’t kill him!” 
But the other said, “Neither I nor you shall have him. Cut him in two!” 
27 Then the king gave his ruling: “Give the living  baby to the first woman. Do not kill him; she is 
his mother.” 
28 When all Israel heard the verdict the king had given, they held the king in awe, because they 
saw that he had wisdom from God to administer justice. 

Wisdom Literature 
Solomon is considered the wisest man who ever lived. He is responsible for writing several of 
the books in the Bible known as 'Wisdom Literature." These include Proverbs, which is 
comprised of a collection of pithy sayings; Ecclesiastes, which are Solomon’s ruminations on 
the meaning of life; and Song of Solomon, which is the only R-rated book in the Bible. Just 
kidding, but I bet you’re going to want to read that one now, right? Song of Solomon is a love 
poem between human lovers that illustrates how God loves his people. 

There is one more very important achievement Solomon was responsible for...we'll talk about 
that tomorrow. 

Today’s Reflection Question 
If God granted you any wish, what would you ask for? Do you think your desire would please 
God?  



Day 5 

A Temporary Home for God 
Before we get to today’s reading, let’s back up a bit to remember a certain detail of where we’ve 
been. When Moses and the Israelites were wandering in the desert waiting to enter the 
Promised Land, God gave Moses instructions to build a Tabernacle. This Tabernacle was a tent 
structure that contained many sacred items including the stone tablets with the 10 
Commandments that were housed in a decorative wooden box called the ark. It was a sort of 
temporary house for God. God promised that he would be present among his people in this tent 
structure. In fact, his presence manifested itself in a cloud that would come to rest over the 
Tabernacle filling it with his glory. Anytime the Israelites would move, they’d pack up the 
Tabernacle, carry it to their next destination, and set it up again. 

When David became king, he wanted to build God a more permanent home. Yet, God declared 
that it would not be David, instead his son, Solomon, who would build a house for his Name. So 
when Solomon assumed the throne, he undertook construction of the Temple. This Temple was 
magnificent; a massive, glorious structure. And when construction is complete, a familiar item is 
brought to its dedication. 

1 Kings 8:1-26 - Dedication of the Temple 
Then King Solomon summoned into his presence at Jerusalem the elders of Israel, all the 
heads of the tribes and the chiefs of the Israelite families, to bring up the ark of the Lord’s 
covenant from Zion, the City of David. 2 All the Israelites came together to King Solomon at the 
time of the festival in the month of Ethanim, the seventh month. 
3 When all the elders of Israel had arrived, the priests took up the ark, 4 and they brought up the 
ark of the Lord and the tent of meeting and all the sacred furnishings in it. The priests and 
Levites carried them up, 5 and King Solomon and the entire assembly of Israel that had 
gathered about him were before the ark, sacrificing so many sheep and cattle that they could 
not be recorded or counted. 
6 The priests then brought the ark of the Lord’s covenant to its place in the inner sanctuary of 
the temple, the Most Holy Place, and put it beneath the wings of the cherubim. 7 The cherubim 
spread their wings over the place of the ark and overshadowed the ark and its carrying poles. 8 
These poles were so long that their ends could be seen from the Holy Place in front of the inner 
sanctuary, but not from outside the Holy Place; and they are still there today. 9 There was 
nothing in the ark except the two stone tablets that Moses had placed in it at Horeb, where the 
Lord made a covenant with the Israelites after they came out of Egypt. 
10 When the priests withdrew from the Holy Place, the cloud filled the temple of the Lord. 11 
And the priests could not perform their service because of the cloud, for the glory of the Lord 
filled his temple. 
12 Then Solomon said, “The Lord has said that he would dwell in a dark cloud; 13 I have indeed 
built a magnificent temple for you, a place for you to dwell forever.” 
14 While the whole assembly of Israel was standing there, the king turned around and blessed 
them. 15 Then he said: 
“Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, who with his own hand has fulfilled what he promised 
with his own mouth to my father David. For he said, 16 ‘Since the day I brought my people Israel 



out of Egypt, I have not chosen a city in any tribe of Israel to have a temple built so that my 
Name might be there, but I have chosen David to rule my people Israel.’ 
17 “My father David had it in his heart to build a temple for the Name of the Lord, the God of 
Israel. 18 But the Lord said to my father David, ‘You did well to have it in your heart to build a 
temple for my Name. 19 Nevertheless, you are not the one to build the temple, but your son, 
your own flesh and blood—he is the one who will build the temple for my Name.’ 
20 “The Lord has kept the promise he made: I have succeeded David my father and now I sit on 
the throne of Israel, just as the Lord promised, and I have built the temple for the Name of the 
Lord, the God of Israel. 21 I have provided a place there for the ark, in which is the covenant of 
the Lord that he made with our ancestors when he brought them out of Egypt.” 
22 Then Solomon stood before the altar of the Lord in front of the whole assembly of Israel, 
spread out his hands toward heaven 23 and said: 
“Lord, the God of Israel, there is no God like you in heaven above or on earth below—you who 
keep your covenant of love with your servants who continue wholeheartedly in your way. 24 You 
have kept your promise to your servant David my father; with your mouth you have promised 
and with your hand you have fulfilled it—as it is today. 
25 “Now Lord, the God of Israel, keep for your servant David my father the promises you made 
to him when you said, ‘You shall never fail to have a successor to sit before me on the throne of 
Israel, if only your descendants are careful in all they do to walk before me faithfully as you have 
done.’ 26 And now, God of Israel, let your word that you promised your servant David my father 
come true. 

A Divided and Destroyed Kingdom 
Solomon reigned from 970 to 931 B.C. Under his reign, as well as those of his predecessors, 
Saul and David, the kingdom of Israel was united. All twelve tribes recognized these leaders as 
their kings. However, after Solomon dies, the kingdom is split in two.  

The Northern Kingdom retains the name “Israel” and is ruled by a series of evil kings. The 
Southern Kingdom is called “Judah” and has a few good kings and a bunch of rotten ones. After 
hundreds of years of corruption, God allows both kingdoms to be conquered by foreign powers. 
The Northern Kingdom is conquered by the Assyrians in 722 B.C. and is essentially destroyed. 
In 586 B.C., the Babylonians conquer the Southern Kingdom and Solomon’s temple is 
destroyed. The people of the Southern Kingdom are carried off into exile to Babylon. Next week, 
that’s where we’ll pick up the story. 

Today’s Reflection Question 
How have you experienced the presence of God in your life? 


