
Week 4 - The Exodus 
Turn the Page Bible Experience 

Day 1 

Slaves in Egypt 
As we begin Week 4, let’s start off by reminding ourselves where we left off last week. As the 
book of Genesis concludes, Joseph, his eleven brothers, his father Jacob, and all their wives 
and children have moved to Egypt. Remember, the people in this large family are Abraham’s 
descendants. In the Bible, they are referred to in a number of ways: the people of God, the 
Hebrews, the Israelites, the nation of Israel. 

As we turn the page to the second book in the Bible, Exodus, several hundred years have gone 
by and the Israelites have become a large community. The new Pharaoh, who knows nothing 
about Joseph, fears they might gain too much power so he turns them into slaves. Day after 
day, the Israelites are forced to work under brutal conditions. Yet, they continue to increase in 
number so Pharaoh takes another drastic action: He commands that all Israelite baby boys be 
slaughtered. 

A courageous mother defies Pharaoh’s command by hiding her baby boy in a basket among the 
reeds of the River Nile. Pharaoh’s daughter discovers the child and takes him back to the 
palace where she raises him as her own son. This baby boy becomes a man God would use to 
change the course of history. We know him as Moses. 

We’re now going to attempt to summarize about a dozen chapters of the book of Exodus in a 
couple paragraphs! Moses grows up in Pharaoh’s house. One day he sees an Egyptian beating 
a Hebrew man and becomes so enraged that he murders the Egyptian and buries him in the 
sand. When what he’s done becomes known, Moses becomes a fugitive and spends the next 
40 years in obscurity tending sheep in the desert. Yet, one day God appears to him in a burning 
bush and calls him to lead the people of Israel out of slavery in Egypt to a land he has set aside 
for them. Spoiler alert: This is the same land God promised Abraham he’d give to him and his 
descendents. This land is referred to in the Bible as the “Promised Land.” We know it today as 
the land of Israel. 

Moses isn’t too confident in his ability to pull this off, but he decides to trust God. There is a new 
Pharaoh on the throne and when he refuses to release the Israelites, God sends a series of ten 
plagues to punish Pharaoh and the Egyptians. After nine plagues, Moses warns Pharaoh that 
the final plague will be the death of every firstborn child in Egypt, but Pharaoh still refuses to let 
God’s people go. Before this last plague comes, God commands the Israelites to take a 
spotless lamb, kill it, and put some of its blood on the doorpost of their homes. God explains that 
during the night he will “pass over” every house marked with blood protecting the firstborn in 
that home from death. Maybe you’ve heard Jesus referred to as the “spotless lamb.” That 
symbolism comes from this story. Jesus is the “spotless lamb” sacrificed on our behalf to protect 
us from death. But again, that’s getting ahead in the story. 



After this last plague, Pharaoh relents, but just when the people of God thought they were in the 
clear... 

Exodus 14:5-31 - Crossing the Red Sea 
14:5 When the king of Egypt was told that the people had fled, Pharaoh and his officials 
changed their minds about them and said, “What have we done? We have let the Israelites go 
and have lost their services!” 6 So he had his chariot made ready and took his army with him. 7 
He took six hundred of the best chariots, along with all the other chariots of Egypt, with officers 
over all of them. 8 The Lord hardened the heart of Pharaoh king of Egypt, so that he pursued 
the Israelites, who were marching out boldly. 9 The Egyptians—all Pharaoh’s horses and 
chariots, horsemen and troops—pursued the Israelites and overtook them as they camped by 
the sea near Pi Hahiroth, opposite Baal Zephon. 
10 As Pharaoh approached, the Israelites looked up, and there were the Egyptians, marching 
after them. They were terrified and cried out to the Lord. 11 They said to Moses, “Was it 
because there were no graves in Egypt that you brought us to the desert to die? What have you 
done to us by bringing us out of Egypt? 12 Didn’t we say to you in Egypt, ‘Leave us alone; let us 
serve the Egyptians’? It would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the 
desert!” 
13 Moses answered the people, “Do not be afraid. Stand firm and you will see the deliverance 
the Lord will bring you today. The Egyptians you see today you will never see again. 14 The 
Lord will fight for you; you need only to be still.” 
15 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Why are you crying out to me? Tell the Israelites to move on. 
16 Raise your staff and stretch out your hand over the sea to divide the water so that the 
Israelites can go through the sea on dry ground. 17 I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so 
that they will go in after them. And I will gain glory through Pharaoh and all his army, through his 
chariots and his horsemen. 18 The Egyptians will know that I am the Lord when I gain glory 
through Pharaoh, his chariots and his horsemen.” 
19 Then the angel of God, who had been traveling in front of Israel’s army, withdrew and went 
behind them. The pillar of cloud also moved from in front and stood behind them, 20 coming 
between the armies of Egypt and Israel. Throughout the night the cloud brought darkness to the 
one side and light to the other side; so neither went near the other all night long. 
21 Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and all that night the Lord drove the sea 
back with a strong east wind and turned it into dry land. The waters were divided, 22 and the 
Israelites went through the sea on dry ground, with a wall of water on their right and on their left. 
23 The Egyptians pursued them, and all Pharaoh’s horses and chariots and horsemen followed 
them into the sea. 24 During the last watch of the night the Lord looked down from the pillar of 
fire and cloud at the Egyptian army and threw it into confusion. 25 He jammed the wheels of 
their chariots so that they had difficulty driving. And the Egyptians said, “Let’s get away from the 
Israelites! The Lord is fighting for them against Egypt.” 
26 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea so that the waters may 
flow back over the Egyptians and their chariots and horsemen.”27 Moses stretched out his hand 
over the sea, and at daybreak the sea went back to its place. The Egyptians were fleeing toward 
it, and the Lord swept them into the sea. 28 The water flowed back and covered the chariots 
and horsemen—the entire army of Pharaoh that had followed the Israelites into the sea. Not one 
of them survived.a 
29 But the Israelites went through the sea on dry ground, with a wall of water on their right and 
on their left. 30 That day the Lord saved Israel from the hands of the Egyptians, and Israel saw 



the Egyptians lying dead on the shore. 31 And when the Israelites saw the mighty hand of the 
Lord displayed against the Egyptians, the people feared the Lord and put their trust in him and 
in Moses his servant. 

Setting Out for the Promised Land 
Phew! We covered a lot of ground in this day and some pretty intense stories. After all the    
Israelites saw God do through this exodus from Egypt, you would think that from here on out the 
people of God would trust him no matter what. Yet, as you might expect, as we move forward 
things don’t go that smoothly.  

Today’s Reflection Question 
How has God shown up in your life to “rescue” you from difficult situations?  



Day 2 

Mount Sinai 
When we left off yesterday, the Israelites had just escaped a life of slavery in Egypt and are 
setting out for the land God is giving them known as the Promised Land. After two months of 
traveling, they come to a desert area and set up camp at the base of Mount Sinai. There, the 
presence of God comes and descends on the mountain like a cloud of smoke. God summons 
Moses to meet with him on the top of the mountain while the people wait down below. And there 
on Mount Sinai, God gives the people of Israel the Ten Commandments. 

Exodus 20:1-21 - The Ten Commandments 
20:1 And God spoke all these words: 
2 “I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. 
3 “You shall have no other gods before me. 
4 “You shall not make for yourself an image in the form of anything in heaven above or on the 
earth beneath or in the waters below. 5 You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, 
the Lord your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the parents to the 
third and fourth generation of those who hate me, 6 but showing love to a thousand generations 
of those who love me and keep my commandments. 
7 “You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will not hold anyone 
guiltless who misuses his name. 
8 “Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 9 Six days you shall labor and do all your 
work, 10 but the seventh day is a sabbath to the Lord your God. On it you shall not do any work, 
neither you, nor your son or daughter, nor your male or female servant, nor your animals, nor 
any foreigner residing in your towns. 11 For in six days the Lord made the heavens and the 
earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but he rested on the seventh day. Therefore the Lord 
blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy. 
12 “Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long in the land the Lord your God 
is giving you. 
13 “You shall not murder. 
14 “You shall not commit adultery. 
15 “You shall not steal. 
16 “You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 
17 “You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his 
male or female servant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.” 
18 When the people saw the thunder and lightning and heard the trumpet and saw the mountain 
in smoke, they trembled with fear. They stayed at a distance 19 and said to Moses, “Speak to us 
yourself and we will listen. But do not have God speak to us or we will die.” 
20 Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid. God has come to test you, so that the fear of 
God will be with you to keep you from sinning.” 
21 The people remained at a distance, while Moses approached the thick darkness where God 
was 

The Covenant Law 
Remember, the covenant God made with Abraham was not based on Abraham and his 
descendants keeping some kind of code of conduct. No, the covenant is based on God’s 



determination to live in loving relationship with a people he can call his own. Yet, up to this point 
in the story, the people have done a pretty bad job living out God’s dream for humanity. So God 
gives the Ten Commandments to help guide people to a better way of living. In fact, when God 
finishes speaking to Moses on the mountain, he gives him two stone tablets with these covenant 
laws written on them that have been “inscribed by the finger of God” (Exodus 31:18). 

These Ten Commandments aren’t the only instructions God gives the people of Israel. In fact, 
the entire book of Leviticus, the third book in the Bible, is filled with laws God gave the people 
about what to eat, how to handle disputes, what it means to honor the Sabbath, etc. If you’ve 
ever tried to read the Bible from cover to cover, Leviticus is also known as the book where many 
of us give up! So for the next five weeks we’re going to focus on the book of Leviticus. Just 
kidding! Let’s just agree that knowing Leviticus is full of the laws that God gave to the people of 
Israel is all we need to know for the purpose of our overview. Deal? Alright, tomorrow we move 
on. 

Today’s Reflection Question 
Think of a command you know from Scripture. How might living in obedience to that command 
make your life (and the world) better?  



Day 3 

God’s Desire to Dwell with His People 
As we pick up today, the people of God are still on their way to the Promised Land. God has 
given them the covenant law inscribed on two stone tablets, but before they go any further, he 
instructs Moses to make a few more physical objects.  

In Old Testament times, God chose to make his presence known in special ways in certain 
locations. As the Israelites continue on their journey, God wants them to make a portable home 
for him so that he can dwell in the midst of them as they travel. This is where “The Ark,” which 
was a large decorated wood box, and “The Tabernacle,” which was an elaborate tent structure, 
come in. In today’s Scripture, we’re going to read about the construction of these two important 
items. 

Exodus 25:1-22, 40:1-3, 40:34-38 - The Ark and The Tabernacle 
25:1 The Lord said to Moses, 2 “Tell the Israelites to bring me an offering. You are to receive the 
offering for me from everyone whose heart prompts them to give. 3 These are the offerings you 
are to receive from them: gold, silver and bronze; 4 blue, purple and scarlet yarn and fine linen; 
goat hair; 5 ram skins dyed red and another type of durable leather; acacia wood; 6 olive oil for 
the light; spices for the anointing oil and for the fragrant incense; 7 and onyx stones and other 
gems to be mounted on the ephod and breastpiece. 
8 “Then have them make a sanctuary for me, and I will dwell among them. 9 Make this 
tabernacle and all its furnishings exactly like the pattern I will show you. 
10 “Have them make an ark of acacia wood—two and a half cubits long, a cubit and a half wide, 
and a cubit and a half high. 11 Overlay it with pure gold, both inside and out, and make a gold 
molding around it. 12 Cast four gold rings for it and fasten them to its four feet, with two rings on 
one side and two rings on the other. 13 Then make poles of acacia wood and overlay them with 
gold. 14 Insert the poles into the rings on the sides of the ark to carry it. 15 The poles are to 
remain in the rings of this ark; they are not to be removed. 16 Then put in the ark the tablets of 
the covenant law, which I will give you. 
17 “Make an atonement cover of pure gold—two and a half cubits long and a cubit and a half 
wide. 18 And make two cherubim out of hammered gold at the ends of the cover. 19 Make one 
cherub on one end and the second cherub on the other; make the cherubim of one piece with 
the cover, at the two ends. 20 The cherubim are to have their wings spread upward, 
overshadowing the cover with them. The cherubim are to face each other, looking toward the 
cover. 21 Place the cover on top of the ark and put in the ark the tablets of the covenant law that 
I will give you. 22 There, above the cover between the two cherubim that are over the ark of the 
covenant law, I will meet with you and give you all my commands for the Israelites.” 

40:1 Then the Lord said to Moses: 2 “Set up the tabernacle, the tent of meeting, on the first day 
of the first month. 3 Place the ark of the covenant law in it and shield the ark with the curtain.”  

40:16 Moses did everything just as the Lord commanded him. 
17 So the tabernacle was set up on the first day of the first month in the second year. 18 When 
Moses set up the tabernacle, he put the bases in place, erected the frames, inserted the 



crossbars and set up the posts. 19 Then he spread the tent over the tabernacle and put the 
covering over the tent, as the Lord commanded him. 
20 He took the tablets of the covenant law and placed them in the ark, attached the poles to the 
ark and put the atonement cover over it. 21 Then he brought the ark into the tabernacle and 
hung the shielding curtain and shielded the ark of the covenant law, as the Lord commanded 
him. 
22 Moses placed the table in the tent of meeting on the north side of the tabernacle outside the 
curtain 23 and set out the bread on it before the Lord, as the Lord commanded him. 
24 He placed the lampstand in the tent of meeting opposite the table on the south side of the 
tabernacle 25 and set up the lamps before the Lord, as the Lord commanded him. 
26 Moses placed the gold altar in the tent of meeting in front of the curtain 27 and burned 
fragrant incense on it, as the Lord commanded him. 
28 Then he put up the curtain at the entrance to the tabernacle. 29 He set the altar of burnt 
offering near the entrance to the tabernacle, the tent of meeting, and offered on it burnt offerings 
and grain offerings, as the Lord commanded him. 
30 He placed the basin between the tent of meeting and the altar and put water in it for washing, 
31 and Moses and Aaron and his sons used it to wash their hands and feet. 32 They washed 
whenever they entered the tent of meeting or approached the altar, as the Lord commanded 
Moses.  
33 Then Moses set up the courtyard around the tabernacle and altar and put up the curtain at 
the entrance to the courtyard. And so Moses finished the work. 
34 Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle. 35 
Moses could not enter the tent of meeting because the cloud had settled on it, and the glory of 
the Lord filled the tabernacle. 

The Presence of God 
The Tabernacle was where the presence of God dwelt while the Israelites traveled in the 
wilderness. During the day it looked like a cloud covering the structure and during the night it 
looked like fire. When the cloud would lift from the Tabernacle, the people would pack 
everything up and begin to move, following the cloud as it led. If the cloud stayed put, they   
would stay put until it lifted.  

Maybe sometimes we wish we had something like that cloud to guide us in life. The good news 
is we have something much better - the presence of God dwelling inside of us through the Holy 
Spirit! However, once again, that’s getting way too ahead of ourselves. For now, we’ll keep 
journeying with the Israelites through the wilderness. 

Today’s Reflection Question 
In what ways have you experienced the presence of God?    



Day 4 

Exploring the Promised Land 
After traveling with the Tabernacle for over a year, the Israelites finally come to the border of the 
Promised Land. God instructs Moses to send a group of men over the border to explore the land 
that he promised would be theirs. So Moses sends out twelve spies and they explore the 
Promised Land for 40 days. Do you remember what the number 40 represents in the Bible? 
That’s right, a time of testing, and, well, unfortunately the Israelites are about to fail that test. 

Numbers 13:26-33, 14:1-38 - The Israelites Disobey God 
13:26 They came back to Moses and Aaron and the whole Israelite community at Kadesh in the 
Desert of Paran. There they reported to them and to the whole assembly and showed them the 
fruit of the land. 27 They gave Moses this account: “We went into the land to which you sent us, 
and it does flow with milk and honey! Here is its fruit. 28 But the people who live there are 
powerful, and the cities are fortified and very large. We even saw descendants of Anak there. 29 
The Amalekites live in the Negev; the Hittites, Jebusites and Amorites live in the hill country; and 
the Canaanites live near the sea and along the Jordan.” 
30 Then Caleb silenced the people before Moses and said, “We should go up and take 
possession of the land, for we can certainly do it.” 
31 But the men who had gone up with him said, “We can’t attack those people; they are 
stronger than we are.” 32 And they spread among the Israelites a bad report about the land they 
had explored. They said, “The land we explored devours those living in it. All the people we saw 
there are of great size. 33 We saw the Nephilim there (the descendants of Anak come from the 
Nephilim). We seemed like grasshoppers in our own eyes, and we looked the same to them.” 

14:1 That night all the members of the community raised their voices and wept aloud. 2 All the 
Israelites grumbled against Moses and Aaron, and the whole assembly said to them, “If only we 
had died in Egypt! Or in this wilderness! 3 Why is the Lord bringing us to this land only to let us 
fall by the sword? Our wives and children will be taken as plunder. Wouldn’t it be better for us to 
go back to Egypt?”4 And they said to each other, “We should choose a leader and go back to 
Egypt.” 
5 Then Moses and Aaron fell facedown in front of the whole Israelite assembly gathered there. 6 
Joshua son of Nun and Caleb son of Jephunneh, who were among those who had explored the 
land, tore their clothes 7 and said to the entire Israelite assembly, “The land we passed through 
and explored is exceedingly good. 8 If the Lord is pleased with us, he will lead us into that land, 
a land flowing with milk and honey, and will give it to us. 9 Only do not rebel against the Lord. 
And do not be afraid of the people of the land, because we will devour them. Their protection is 
gone, but the Lord is with us. Do not be afraid of them.” 
10 But the whole assembly talked about stoning them. Then the glory of the Lord appeared at 
the tent of   meeting to all the Israelites. 11 The Lord said to Moses, “How long will these people 
treat me with contempt? How long will they refuse to believe in me, in spite of all the signs I 
have performed among them? 12 I will strike them down with a plague and destroy them, but I 
will make you into a nation greater and stronger than they.” 
13 Moses said to the Lord, “Then the Egyptians will hear about it! By your power you brought 
these people up from among them. 14 And they will tell the inhabitants of this land about it. They 
have already heard that you, Lord, are with these people and that you, Lord, have been seen 



face to face, that your cloud stays over them, and that you go before them in a pillar of cloud by 
day and a pillar of fire by night.15 If you put all these people to death, leaving none alive, the 
nations who have heard this report about you will say, 16 ‘The Lord was not able to bring these 
people into the land he promised them on oath, so he slaughtered them in the wilderness.’ 
17 “Now may the Lord’s strength be displayed, just as you have declared: 18 ‘The Lord is slow 
to anger, abounding in love and forgiving sin and rebellion. Yet he does not leave the guilty 
unpunished; he punishes the children for the sin of the parents to the third and fourth 
generation.’ 19 In accordance with your great love, forgive the sin of these people, just as you 
have pardoned them from the time they left Egypt until now.” 
20 The Lord replied, “I have forgiven them, as you asked. 21 Nevertheless, as surely as I live 
and as surely as the glory of the Lord fills the whole earth, 22 not one of those who saw my 
glory and the signs I performed in Egypt and in the wilderness but who disobeyed me and 
tested me ten times— 23 not one of them will ever see the land I promised on oath to their 
ancestors. No one who has treated me with contempt will ever see it. 24 But because my 
servant Caleb has a different spirit and follows me wholeheartedly, I will bring him into the land 
he went to, and his descendants will inherit it. 25 Since the Amalekites and the Canaanites are 
living in the valleys, turn back tomorrow and set out toward the desert along the route to the Red 
Sea.” 
26 The Lord said to Moses and Aaron: 27 “How long will this wicked community grumble against 
me? I have heard the complaints of these grumbling Israelites.28 So tell them, ‘As surely as I 
live, declares the Lord, I will do to you the very thing I heard you say: 29 In this wilderness your 
bodies will fall—every one of you twenty years old or more who was counted in the census and 
who has grumbled against me. 30 Not one of you will enter the land I swore with uplifted hand to 
make your home, except Caleb son of Jephunneh and Joshua son of Nun. 31 As for your 
children that you said would be taken as plunder, I will bring them in to enjoy the land you have 
rejected. 32 But as for you, your bodies will fall in this wilderness. 33 Your children will be 
shepherds here for forty years, suffering for your unfaithfulness, until the last of your bodies lies 
in the wilderness. 34 For forty years—one year for each of the forty days you explored the land
—you will suffer for your sins and know what it is like to have me against you.’ 35 I, the Lord, 
have spoken, and I will surely do these things to this whole wicked community, which has 
banded together against me. They will meet their end in this wilderness; here they will die.” 
36 So the men Moses had sent to explore the land, who returned and made the whole 
community grumble against him by spreading a bad report about it—37 these men who were 
responsible for spreading the bad report about the land were struck down and died of a plague 
before the Lord. 38 Of the men who went to explore the land, only Joshua son of Nun and Caleb 
son of Jephunneh survived. 

Wandering in the Desert 
Not a happy scene between God and his people. God was about to give the Israelites the 
Promised Land, but they refused to trust him, and their disbelief costs them severely. God 
decides that the whole Israelite community will have to wander in the desert for 40 years - one 
year for each day the spies explored. This story reminds us that while God is gracious and 
continually pursues us, he also allows us to suffer the consequences of our own disobedience 
and rebellion.  

The book of Numbers in the Bible covers this time period of wandering. The wandering lasts 
until an entire generation of adults passes away. Only Joshua and Caleb, the two spies who 



believed God, survive. After 40 years, a new generation of Israelites come to the border of the 
Promised Land once again. What will happen this time? 

Today’s Reflection Question 
How have you suffered the consequences of disobedience or rebellion against the Lord? 



Day 5 

Entering the Promised Land 
As we pick up the story today, the Israelites have been wandering in the desert for 40 years as a 
result of disobeying God. Moses, their leader, is by now a very old man. As a new generation of 
Israelites is on the brink of the Promised Land, Moses gives them a series of final speeches. 
These speeches make up the book of Deuteronomy in the Bible. In this book, Moses 
encourages the next generation to follow God, to obey his commands, and to take possession 
of the land God is giving them. 

As the book of Deuteronomy closes, Moses dies. There on the brink of the Promised Land, this 
great man of God dies on the top of a mountain; and God, himself, buries him (Deuteronomy 
34:5). Is it sad that Moses didn’t get to enter the Promised Land? Maybe to us. But Moses got 
the happy ending he longed for: eternity with God. 

Before he died, Moses appointed Joshua the new leader of the Israelites and the book in the 
Bible that bears his name is all about the Israelites winning battles and taking possession of the 
Promised Land. The first battle is fought at the well-fortified city of Jericho. Joshua sends some 
spies into the city, but they are discovered. An unlikely hero, a prostitute named Rahab, helps 
the spies escape. And that encounter sets the scene for the remarkable victory that was to 
come. 

Joshua 5:13-6:27 The Fall of Jericho 
5:13 Now when Joshua was near Jericho, he looked up and saw a man standing in front of him 
with a drawn sword in his hand. Joshua went up to him and asked, “Are you for us or for our 
enemies?” 
14 “Neither,” he replied, “but as commander of the army of the Lord I have now come.” Then 
Joshua fell facedown to the ground in reverence, and asked him, “What message does my Lord 
have for his servant?” 
15 The commander of the Lord’s army replied, “Take off your sandals, for the place where you 
are standing is holy.” And Joshua did so. 

6:1 Now the gates of Jericho were securely barred because of the Israelites. No one went out 
and no one came in. 
2 Then the Lord said to Joshua, “See, I have delivered Jericho into your hands, along with its 
king and its fighting men. 3 March around the city once with all the armed men. Do this for six 
days. 4 Have seven priests carry trumpets of rams’ horns in front of the ark. On the seventh day, 
march around the city seven times, with the priests blowing the trumpets. 5 When you hear 
them sound a long blast on the trumpets, have the whole army give a loud shout; then the wall 
of the city will collapse and the army will go up, everyone straight in.” 
6 So Joshua son of Nun called the priests and said to them, “Take up the ark of the covenant of 
the Lord and have seven priests carry trumpets in front of it.” 7 And he ordered the army, 
“Advance! March around the city, with an armed guard going ahead of the ark of the Lord.” 
8 When Joshua had spoken to the people, the seven priests carrying the seven trumpets before 
the Lord went forward, blowing their trumpets, and the ark of the Lord’s covenant followed them. 
9 The armed guard marched ahead of the priests who blew the trumpets, and the rear guard 



followed the ark. All this time the trumpets were sounding. 10 But Joshua had commanded the 
army, “Do not give a war cry, do not raise your voices, do not say a word until the day I tell you 
to shout. Then shout!” 11 So he had the ark of the Lord carried around the city, circling it once. 
Then the army returned to camp and spent the night there. 
12 Joshua got up early the next morning and the priests took up the ark of the Lord. 13 The 
seven priests carrying the seven trumpets went forward, marching before the ark of the Lord 
and blowing the trumpets. The armed men went ahead of them and the rear guard followed the 
ark of the Lord, while the trumpets kept sounding. 14 So on the second day they marched 
around the city once and returned to the camp. They did this for six days. 
15 On the seventh day, they got up at daybreak and marched around the city seven times in the 
same manner, except that on that day they circled the city seven times. 16 The seventh time 
around, when the priests sounded the trumpet blast, Joshua commanded the army, “Shout! For 
the Lord has given you the city! 17 The city and all that is in it are to be devoted to the Lord. 
Only Rahab the prostitute and all who are with her in her house shall be spared, because she 
hid the spies we sent. 18 But keep away from the devoted things, so that you will not bring 
about your own destruction by taking any of them. Otherwise you will make the camp of Israel 
liable to destruction and bring trouble on it. 19 All the silver and gold and the articles of bronze 
and iron are sacred to the Lord and must go into his treasury.” 
20 When the trumpets sounded, the army shouted, and at the sound of the trumpet, when the 
men gave a loud shout, the wall collapsed; so everyone charged straight in, and they took the 
city. 21 They devoted the city to the Lord and destroyed with the sword every living thing in it—
men and women, young and old, cattle, sheep and donkeys. 
22 Joshua said to the two men who had spied out the land, “Go into the prostitute’s house and 
bring her out and all who belong to her, in accordance with your oath to her.” 23 So the young 
men who had done the spying went in and brought out Rahab, her father and mother, her 
brothers and sisters and all who belonged to her. They brought out her entire family and put 
them in a place outside the camp of Israel. 
24 Then they burned the whole city and everything in it, but they put the silver and gold and the 
articles of bronze and iron into the treasury of the Lord’s house. 25 But Joshua spared Rahab 
the prostitute, with her family and all who belonged to her, because she hid the men Joshua had 
sent as spies to Jericho—and she lives among the Israelites to this day. 
26 At that time Joshua pronounced this solemn oath: “Cursed before the Lord is the one who 
undertakes to rebuild this city, Jericho: 
“At the cost of his firstborn son 
    he will lay its foundations; 
at the cost of his youngest 
    he will set up its gates.” 
27 So the Lord was with Joshua, and his fame spread throughout the land. 

The Rule of Judges 
Eventually, God helps Joshua and the Israelites conquer the entire Promised Land, well almost. 
God told the Israelites to drive out all the people who lived there, but they let some of them stick 
around. And this is a problem. The Canaanite people were not followers of God. They engaged 
in all sorts of pagan practices including worshipping false gods, child sacrifice, etc. You can 
probably see where this is going, but in the years ahead, the Israelites would often be led 
astray, even at times worshipping the Canaanite gods. This is not what God had in mind for his 
people.  



God raises up a series of leaders called “judges” to try to keep the people from falling into these 
misguided ways. This period of their history is recorded in the book of Judges. These judges 
would try to keep the people on the straight and narrow, it would work for a while, but when the 
judge would die the people would rebel and lose their way. Eventually life would get so bad that 
they’d cry out to God, and he’d send them another judge. This happened over and over again. 
It’s a wonder God didn’t just give up. 

But just so that we don’t leave this week on a total down note, there is a beautiful story of 
redemption that takes place during this time of judges that gets its own short book in the Bible. 
The book is called Ruth and it tells of a love story between Ruth and a wonderful man named 
Boaz. And here’s a fun fact to keep you encouraged: Guess who Boaz’s mother was? 
Remember Rahab the prostitute from yesterday’s reading? Yep, it’s her. And an even better fun 
fact? Matthew 1:5 tells us that Rahab and Ruth and Boaz are all in the ancestry line of Jesus. 
Yep, Jesus’ great-great-great-and-many-more-greats-grandmother was a prostitute. 

Just a reminder that God can redeem any story. The Israelites’ story. Rahab’s story. And yours. 

Today’s Reflection Question 
How is God redeeming your story, giving you victory? 


