
    Week 11 - The Letters and Revelation 
Turn the Page Bible Experience 

Day 1 - 

Opposition to the Church 
Congratulations! You’ve made it to the last week in the Turn the Page Bible Experience! The 
finish line is in sight, so let’s dive right in. 

At the end of last week, we witnessed the birth of the church, the new people of God. These first 
Christ-followers started meeting regularly to worship, pray, and listen to their leaders, called 
apostles. It was a tremendously exciting time! Yet, not everyone was happy about it. 

Remember all those religious leaders who didn't like Jesus? Well, they are still around. They 
thought that by getting rid of him, they’d get rid of his movement. Yet, after Jesus rose from the 
dead (a reality the religious leaders denied), the number of Christ-followers explodes and new 
churches spring up all over the region.  

Enemies of the church don’t take this lying down. Persecution breaks out against these first 
Christ-followers. The apostles are arrested and flogged. A young man named Stephen is stoned 
to death for refusing to deny Jesus. No one did more to try to stop these early Christ-followers 
than a young, passionate, Jewish man named Saul. Yet, as he sets out to destroy the church, 
he has no idea what is about to happen to him. 

Saul’s Conversion - Acts 9:1-31 
Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the Lord’s disciples. He went 
to the high priest 2 and asked him for letters to the synagogues in Damascus, so that if he found 
any there who belonged to the Way, whether men or women, he might take them as prisoners to 
Jerusalem. 3 As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed 
around him. 4 He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you 
persecute me?” 
5 “Who are you, Lord?” Saul asked. 
“I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,” he replied. 6 “Now get up and go into the city, and you 
will be told what you must do.” 
7 The men traveling with Saul stood there speechless; they heard the sound but did not see 
anyone. 8 Saul got up from the ground, but when he opened his eyes he could see nothing. So 
they led him by the hand into Damascus. 9 For three days he was blind, and did not eat or drink 
anything. 
10 In Damascus there was a disciple named Ananias. The Lord called to him in a vision, 
“Ananias!” 
“Yes, Lord,” he answered. 
11 The Lord told him, “Go to the house of Judas on Straight Street and ask for a man from 
Tarsus named Saul, for he is praying. 12 In a vision he has seen a man named Ananias come 
and place his hands on him to restore his sight.” 



13 “Lord,” Ananias answered, “I have heard many reports about this man and all the harm he 
has done to your holy people in Jerusalem. 14 And he has come here with authority from the 
chief priests to arrest all who call on your name.” 
15 But the Lord said to Ananias, “Go! This man is my chosen instrument to proclaim my name to 
the Gentiles and their kings and to the people of Israel. 16 I will show him how much he must 
suffer for my name.” 
17 Then Ananias went to the house and entered it. Placing his hands on Saul, he said, “Brother 
Saul, the Lord—Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you were coming here—has sent 
me so that you may see again and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 18 Immediately, something like 
scales fell from Saul’s eyes, and he could see again. He got up and was baptized, 19 and after 
taking some food, he regained his strength. 
Saul spent several days with the disciples in Damascus. 20 At once he began to preach in the 
synagogues that Jesus is the Son of God. 21 All those who heard him were astonished and 
asked, “Isn’t he the man who raised havoc in Jerusalem among those who call on this name? 
And hasn’t he come here to take them as prisoners to the chief priests?” 22 Yet Saul grew more 
and more powerful and baffled the Jews living in Damascus by proving that Jesus is the 
Messiah. 
23 After many days had gone by, there was a conspiracy among the Jews to kill him, 24 but 
Saul learned of their plan. Day and night they kept close watch on the city gates in order to kill 
him. 25 But his followers took him by night and lowered him in a basket through an opening in 
the wall. 
26 When he came to Jerusalem, he tried to join the disciples, but they were all afraid of him, not 
believing that he really was a disciple. 27 But Barnabas took him and brought him to the 
apostles. He told them how Saul on his journey had seen the Lord and that the Lord had spoken 
to him, and how in Damascus he had preached fearlessly in the name of Jesus. 28 So Saul 
stayed with them and moved about freely in Jerusalem, speaking boldly in the name of the Lord. 
29 He talked and debated with the Hellenistic Jews, but they tried to kill him. 30 When the 
believers learned of this, they took him down to Caesarea and sent him off to Tarsus. 
31 Then the church throughout Judea, Galilee and Samaria enjoyed a time of peace and was 
strengthened. Living in the fear of the Lord and encouraged by the Holy Spirit, it increased in 
numbers. 

The Apostle Paul 
Saul, who will now be called Paul throughout the rest of the New Testament, becomes one of 
the most influential leaders in the early church. Apostles like Peter and James focused on 
preaching the good news about Jesus to the Jewish people. The Apostle Paul was called to 
carry the message of Jesus to the Gentile (non-Jewish) people. 

Paul traveled extensively starting churches everywhere he went. He would write letters to be 
read in these churches and sometimes he’d write letters to individuals within them. These letters 
make up the majority of the rest of the books in the New Testament.  

Although we don’t find the details of the end of Paul’s life in the Bible, historians tell us that he 
was eventually imprisoned in Rome and martyred for being a follower of Jesus. Something 



pretty powerful has to happen in your life for you to go from wanting to murder Christ-followers 
to willingly being martyred for being one of them.  

That’s the power of Jesus to change a life. 

Today’s Reflection Question 
How do you see Jesus transforming your life? 



Day 2 -  

Paul’s Letters to Churches 
Yesterday we learned that the Apostle Paul traveled extensively in areas we now know as 
Turkey, Greece, Syria, and Israel. Along the way, he planted many churches. Later on, he wrote 
letters to these churches addressing specific challenges that arose in their communities and 
reminding them of the truths they were taught. Nine of these letters are found in the New 
Testament of the Bible.  

Romans is a rich theological book in which Paul explains many of the core truths of the 
Christian faith. 

1 Corinthians was written to confront turbulent issues in the church at Corinth. In 2 Corinthians, 
Paul comforts this church expressing gratitude to them for how well they responded to his first 
letter.  

In Galatians, Paul reminds the church in Galatia that they were saved by faith in Jesus and not 
by keeping the rules of the law. 

Ephesians is a letter explaining God’s vision for the church. 

Paul wrote Philippians from prison. He reminds the Christ-followers in Philippi to be joyful no 
matter their circumstances. 

In Colossians, Paul confronts a number of heresies that had arisen in the church at Colosse and 
reminds them that Jesus alone is supreme. 

Paul wrote 1 and 2 Thessalonians to encourage new Christ-followers and to correct a 
misunderstanding they had about the return of Jesus. 
  
Though Paul was writing to specific churches to address specific issues, his letters provide all 
Christ-followers encouragement, correction, and instruction on how to live as the new people of 
God. Today we’ll read an excerpt from his first letter to the Corinthians. 

Spiritual Gifts - 1 Corinthians 12:1-31 
12:1 Now about the gifts of the Spirit, brothers and sisters, I do not want you to be uninformed. 2 
You know that when you were pagans, somehow or other you were influenced and led astray to 
mute idols. 3 Therefore I want you to know that no one who is speaking by the Spirit of God 
says, “Jesus be cursed,” and no one can say, “Jesus is Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit. 
4 There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit distributes them. 5 There are different 
kinds of service, but the same Lord. 6 There are different kinds of working, but in all of them and 
in everyone it is the same God at work. 
7 Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. 8 To one there 
is given through the Spirit a message of wisdom, to another a message of knowledge by means 
of the same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one 
Spirit, 10 to another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to another distinguishing between 



spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of tongues, and to still another the interpretation of 
tongues. 11 All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he distributes them to each 
one, just as he determines. 
12 Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form one body, so it is with 
Christ. 13 For we were all baptized by one Spirit so as to form one body—whether Jews or 
Gentiles, slave or free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink. 14 Even so the body is not 
made up of one part but of many. 
15 Now if the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” it would 
not for that reason stop being part of the body. 16 And if the ear should say, “Because I am not 
an eye, I do not belong to the body,” it would not for that reason stop being part of the body. 17 
If the whole body were an eye, where would the sense of hearing be? If the whole body were an 
ear, where would the sense of smell be? 18 But in fact God has placed the parts in the body, 
every one of them, just as he wanted them to be. 19 If they were all one part, where would the 
body be? 20 As it is, there are many parts, but one body. 
21 The eye cannot say to the hand, “I don’t need you!” And the head cannot say to the feet, “I 
don’t need you!” 22 On the contrary, those parts of the body that seem to be weaker are 
indispensable, 23 and the parts that we think are less honorable we treat with special honor. 
And the parts that are unpresentable are treated with special modesty, 24 while our presentable 
parts need no special treatment. But God has put the body together, giving greater honor to the 
parts that lacked it,25 so that there should be no division in the body, but that its parts should 
have equal concern for each other. 26 If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is 
honored, every part rejoices with it. 
27 Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it. 28 And God has placed in 
the church first of all apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then gifts of 
healing, of helping, of guidance, and of different kinds of tongues. 29 Are all apostles? Are all 
prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? 30 Do all have gifts of healing? Do all speak 
in tongues? Do all interpret? 31 Now eagerly desire the greater gifts. 

Better Together 
Every Christ-follower has the Holy Spirit and the Holy Spirit gives gifts to each of us to build up 
the church and move the mission of Jesus forward. Over and over again in the letters of Paul, 
you’ll find teachings like this that remind us that God’s design for us as Christ-followers is that 
we are connected to one another, encouraging and challenging one another, advancing the 
purposes of God together. The way of Jesus is meant to be lived out in the context of a local 
church. We are better together.  

Today’s Reflection Question 
How am I using the gifts the Spirit has given me to build up the church and further the mission? 



Day 3 -  

Paul’s Letters to Individuals 
The Apostle Paul wrote letters to churches, but he also wrote letters to specific individuals. He 
wrote these letters to mentor, to encourage, and sometimes to give specific advice. We find four 
of Paul’s letters to individuals in the New Testament. 

Philemon is a short book, only 25 verses, written to encourage Philemon to welcome a runaway 
slave back into his household. Slavery was common around the world during this time period, 
and the Bible reflects its place in history. What is encouraging is that in the middle of that dark 
reality, Paul encourages Philemon to welcome this man back not as a slave but as a brother in 
Christ.  

The book of Titus was written to a church leader in Crete, whom Paul had mentored. In this 
letter, Paul gives Titus advice on leadership. 

1 and 2 Timothy were also written to a young man Paul mentored. Paul writes to encourage 
Timothy in his leadership and to instruct him on how to do ministry in the church. Today we’re 
going to read an excerpt from the second of these letters.  

2 Timothy 1:1-2:7 - Paul Writes to Timothy 
1:1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, in keeping with the promise of life that is 
in Christ Jesus, 
2 To Timothy, my dear son: 
Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord. 
3 I thank God, whom I serve, as my ancestors did, with a clear conscience, as night and day I 
constantly remember you in my prayers. 4 Recalling your tears, I long to see you, so that I may 
be filled with joy. 5 I am reminded of your sincere faith, which first lived in your grandmother Lois 
and in your mother Eunice and, I am persuaded, now lives in you also. 
6 For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you through the laying 
on of my hands. 7 For the Spirit God gave us does not make us timid, but gives us power, love 
and self-discipline. 8 So do not be ashamed of the testimony about our Lord or of me his 
prisoner. Rather, join with me in suffering for the gospel, by the power of God. 9 He has saved 
us and called us to a holy life—not because of anything we have done but because of his own 
purpose and grace. This grace was given us in Christ Jesus before the beginning of time, 10 but 
it has now been revealed through the appearing of our Savior, Christ Jesus, who has destroyed 
death and has brought life and immortality to light through the gospel. 11 And of this gospel I 
was appointed a herald and an apostle and a teacher. 12 That is why I am suffering as I am. Yet 
this is no cause for shame, because I know whom I have believed, and am convinced that he is 
able to guard what I have entrusted to him until that day. 
13 What you heard from me, keep as the pattern of sound teaching, with faith and love in Christ 
Jesus. 14 Guard the good deposit that was entrusted to you—guard it with the help of the Holy 
Spirit who lives in us. 
15 You know that everyone in the province of Asia has deserted me, including Phygelus and 
Hermogenes. 



16 May the Lord show mercy to the household of Onesiphorus, because he often refreshed me 
and was not ashamed of my chains. 17 On the contrary, when he was in Rome, he searched 
hard for me until he found me. 18 May the Lord grant that he will find mercy from the Lord on 
that day! You know very well in how many ways he helped me in Ephesus. 
You then, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. 2 And the things you have 
heard me say in the presence of many witnesses entrust to reliable people who will also be 
qualified to teach others. 3 Join with me in suffering, like a good soldier of Christ Jesus. 4 No 
one serving as a soldier gets entangled in civilian affairs, but rather tries to please his 
commanding officer. 5 Similarly, anyone who competes as an athlete does not receive the 
victor’s crown except by competing according to the rules. 6 The hardworking farmer should be 
the first to receive a share of the crops. 7 Reflect on what I am saying, for the Lord will give you 
insight into all this. 

Apprenticing 
Every Christ-follower is called to contribute to the mission. Becoming an apprentice is a great 
way to learn how to do ministry, and having an apprentice is critical to keeping the mission 
moving forward. If you’ve never taken a step to be an apprentice or to invite someone to 
apprentice you, be inspired by Paul’s example and take that step today! 

Today’s Reflection Question 
Who am I apprenticing? Who could I invite to be my apprentice? 



Day 4 - jan 3 

General Letters 
We are almost to the end of the Turn the Page Bible Experience! Other than the last book of the 
Bible (which we’ll get to tomorrow), the remaining books are considered to be general letters 
written by other early church leaders. 

James was written by the half-brother of Jesus who also became the leader of the church in 
Jerusalem. His book is filled with practical instruction on how to live as a Christ-follower. 

1 and 2 Peter were written by the Peter we’ve met before. He was a disciple of Jesus and along 
with Paul, considered one of the most prominent leaders in the early church. Peter wrote his 
letters to Jewish believers encouraging them to persevere in the truth they had been taught as 
they were facing opposition. 

1, 2, and 3 John were written by another one of Jesus’ disciples, John. John wants to remind us 
about the truth of God’s love and encourage us to walk as Jesus walked. 

Jude is another half-brother of Jesus who wrote his short letter to warn Christ-followers about 
the dangers of false teachers. 

Which brings us to the last book we’ll mention today, Hebrews. No one knows for sure who 
wrote the book of Hebrews, but it is a rich theological book that proclaims the superiority of 
Jesus over angels, the Old Testament law, the temple, and the priests. Hebrews combines a lot 
of what we’ve learned in the Old Testament with the truths we’ve discovered in the New 
Testament. Today we’re going to read chapter 11 from this book. See if you recognize some of 
the names and stories.   

Hebrews 11:1-12:3 
11:1 Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see. 2 
This is what the ancients were commended for. 
3 By faith we understand that the universe was formed at God’s command, so that what is seen 
was not made out of what was visible. 
4 By faith Abel brought God a better offering than Cain did. By faith he was commended as 
righteous, when God spoke well of his offerings. And by faith Abel still speaks, even though he 
is dead. 
5 By faith Enoch was taken from this life, so that he did not experience death: “He could not be 
found, because God had taken him away.” For before he was taken, he was commended as 
one who pleased God. 6 And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who 
comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him. 
7 By faith Noah, when warned about things not yet seen, in holy fear built an ark to save his 
family. By his faith he condemned the world and became heir of the righteousness that is in 
keeping with faith. 
8 By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his inheritance, 
obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he was going.9 By faith he made his 
home in the promised land like a stranger in a foreign country; he lived in tents, as did Isaac and 



Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. 10 For he was looking forward to the city 
with foundations, whose architect and builder is God. 11 And by faith even Sarah, who was past 
childbearing age, was enabled to bear children because she considered him faithful who had 
made the promise. 12 And so from this one man, and he as good as dead, came descendants 
as numerous as the stars in the sky and as countless as the sand on the seashore. 
13 All these people were still living by faith when they died. They did not receive the things 
promised; they only saw them and welcomed them from a distance, admitting that they were 
foreigners and strangers on earth. 14 People who say such things show that they are looking for 
a country of their own. 15 If they had been thinking of the country they had left, they would have 
had opportunity to return. 16 Instead, they were longing for a better country—a heavenly one. 
Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared a city for them. 
17 By faith Abraham, when God tested him, offered Isaac as a sacrifice. He who had embraced 
the promises was about to sacrifice his one and only son, 18 even though God had said to him, 
“It is through Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned.” 19 Abraham reasoned that God could 
even raise the dead, and so in a manner of speaking he did receive Isaac back from death. 
20 By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau in regard to their future. 
21 By faith Jacob, when he was dying, blessed each of Joseph’s sons, and worshiped as he 
leaned on the top of his staff. 
22 By faith Joseph, when his end was near, spoke about the exodus of the Israelites from Egypt 
and gave instructions concerning the burial of his bones. 
23 By faith Moses’ parents hid him for three months after he was born, because they saw he 
was no ordinary child, and they were not afraid of the king’s edict. 
24 By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be known as the son of Pharaoh’s 
daughter. 25 He chose to be mistreated along with the people of God rather than to enjoy the 
fleeting pleasures of sin. 26 He regarded disgrace for the sake of Christ as of greater value than 
the treasures of Egypt, because he was looking ahead to his reward. 27 By faith he left Egypt, 
not fearing the king’s anger; he persevered because he saw him who is invisible. 28 By faith he 
kept the Passover and the application of blood, so that the destroyer of the firstborn would not 
touch the firstborn of Israel. 
29 By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as on dry land; but when the Egyptians tried 
to do so, they were drowned. 
30 By faith the walls of Jericho fell, after the army had marched around them for seven days. 
31 By faith the prostitute Rahab, because she welcomed the spies, was not killed with those 
who were disobedient. 
32 And what more shall I say? I do not have time to tell about Gideon, Barak, Samson and 
Jephthah, about David and Samuel  and the prophets, 33 who through faith conquered 
kingdoms, administered justice, and gained what was promised; who shut the mouths of lions, 
34 quenched the fury of the flames, and escaped the edge of the sword; whose weakness was 
turned to strength; and who became powerful in battle and routed foreign armies. 35 Women 
received back their dead, raised to life again. There were others who were tortured, refusing to 
be released so that they might gain an even better resurrection. 36 Some faced jeers and 
flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. 37 They were put to death by stoning; they were 
sawed in two; they were killed by the sword. They went about in sheepskins and goatskins, 
destitute, persecuted and mistreated— 38 the world was not worthy of them. They wandered in 
deserts and mountains, living in caves and in holes in the ground. 



39 These were all commended for their faith, yet none of them received what had been 
promised, 40 since God had planned something better for us so that only together with us would 
they be made perfect. 
12:1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off 
everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance 
the race marked out for us, 2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the 
joy set before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of 
the throne of God. 3 Consider him who endured such opposition from sinners, so that you will 
not grow weary and lose heart. 

One Connected Story 
As we near the end of this experience, we hope that you’ve come to see how the Bible is one 
continuous story of the relationship between God and his people. The writer of Hebrews is trying 
to show us that everything that happened in the Old Testament was leading us to Jesus, the 
pioneer and perfecter of faith. From here on out, we fix our eyes on him, trusting him as we run 
our part of the race. 

Today’s Reflection Question 
How can I keep my eyes fixed on Jesus during my day to day life? 



Day 5 - 

Revelation 
We have one book left in our overview of the Bible, the book of Revelation.  

When Jesus came to earth, he ushered in a new age he called “The Kingdom of God.” 
Everything changed through his life, death, and resurrection. Now everyone who puts their faith 
in Jesus can be included among the people of God. We are promised an eternity in his 
presence, just what he always wanted from the beginning. 

And yet, we live in a time when the Kingdom of God is both a now and a not yet. Jesus ushered 
in a new age, but life in this new reality won’t be fully realized until he returns again. 

The Book of Revelation is a prophetic vision God gave to the Apostle John about the end of this 
world and the new heaven and new earth that will come. Revelation contains a lot of strange 
and sometimes scary images, but as you read it, keep in mind the main point: one day we will 
live in perfection with God forever. In fact, let’s get a glimpse of that reality in today’s reading as 
John records his vision. 

Revelation 21:1-7 - A New Heaven and a New Earth 
Then I saw “a new heaven and a new earth,” for the first heaven and the first earth had passed 
away, and there was no longer any sea. 2 I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down 
out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. 3 And I heard 
a loud voice from the throne saying, “Look! God’s dwelling place is now among the people, and 
he will dwell with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their 
God. 4 ‘He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death’ or mourning or 
crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.” 
5 He who was seated on the throne said, “I am making everything new!” Then he said, “Write 
this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 
6 He said to me: “It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. To the 
thirsty I will give water without cost from the spring of the water of life. 7 Those who are 
victorious will inherit all this, and I will be their God and they will be my children.  

Congratulations! 
You’ve made it to the end of the Bible Experience! We hope that you’ve learned a lot, 
encountered God in new ways, and leave inspired to continue to read and reflect on Scripture 
every day! 

In the last chapter of John’s vision in Revelation, Jesus says, “Yes, I am coming soon.” 

In many ways, the entire Bible, this story of God and his people, is here to remind us that Jesus 
is returning for us. He gave us this written Word to help us know him, follow him, and carry his 
mission forward. And so, we, the people of God, join John as he writes on the very last page,  
“Come, Lord Jesus. The grace of the Lord Jesus be with God’s people. Amen.” 



Today’s Reflection Question 
How will I continue to turn the pages of God’s Word moving forward? 


