
Week 10 - The Messiah Part 3 and The Church 
Turn the Page Bible Experience 

Day 1 - 

Waiting for the Messiah 
As we prepare to celebrate the day of Jesus’ birth, let’s imagine for a moment what it was like 
for all the men and women who lived during Old Testament times as they waited for the 
promised Messiah.  

Some of the most amazing prophecies about Jesus’ birth are found in the book of Isaiah. 
Remember, Isaiah lived in the southern kingdom of Judah before and during its destruction. As 
the people of God watched their whole world cave in, Isaiah’s words about a coming Savior may 
have been their only comfort.  

His words still bring comfort today.  

Isaiah 9:6-7 - Immanuel Will Come 
9:6 For to us a child is born, 
    to us a son is given, 
    and the government will be on his shoulders. 
And he will be called 
    Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7 Of the greatness of his government and peace 
    there will be no end. 
He will reign on David’s throne 
    and over his kingdom, 
establishing and upholding it 
    with justice and righteousness 
    from that time on and forever. 
The zeal of the Lord Almighty 
    will accomplish this. 

Anticipation 
May the reality that the Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace 
came into the world to redeem us fill your heart with anticipation this Christmas Eve. God came 
near, and he is still Immanuel, God with us. 

Today’s Reflection Question 
What characteristic of Jesus are you celebrating this Christmas Eve? 



Day 2 -  

Luke 2:1-20 - The Birth of Jesus 
2:1 In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire 
Roman world. 2 (This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was governor of 
Syria.) 3 And everyone went to their own town to register. 
4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town 
of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. 5 He went there to register with 
Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. 6 While they were 
there, the time came for the baby to be born, 7 and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She 
wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest room available 
for them. 
8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at 
night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, 
and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news 
that will cause great joy for all the people.11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born 
to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in 
cloths and lying in a manger.” 
13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and 
saying, 
14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
    and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 
15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, 
“Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” 
16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger. 
17 When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about 
this child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. 19 But 
Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, 
glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they 
had been told. 

Merry Christmas 
May you and your family and friends have a wonderful day celebrating the birth of Jesus – our 
Savior, Lord, and Friend.  

May his love overwhelm you. 
May his joy fill your heart. 
May his peace calm all your fears. 
And may his presence flood your soul. 

From all of us at COMMUNITY, Merry Christmas! 



Day 3 - Dec 26 

All Hope Seems Lost 
As we pick up the story today, Jesus has just been brutally beaten and killed. A couple of his 
followers get permission to take possession of his body, and they place it in a tomb. A large 
stone is rolled in front of the entrance, and guards are sent to keep watch. The last thing the 
authorities want is for some of his disciples to come steal the body and start making outrageous 
claims that he was still alive. 

Yet, they didn’t really need to worry about that. The disciples were so afraid that their heads 
would be next on the chopping block that they hid away behind closed doors. Nobody was 
thinking about keeping this Jesus mission going. For them, hope had died with Jesus. 

A day passes full of grief and fear. 

And then, on the third day, something no one was expecting. 

Matthew 28:1-20 - Jesus Has Risen 
28:1 After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other 
Mary went to look at the tomb. 
2 There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came down from heaven and, going 
to the tomb, rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3 His appearance was like lightning, and his 
clothes were white as snow. 4 The guards were so afraid of him that they shook and became 
like dead men. 
5 The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, who 
was crucified. 6 He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place where he 
lay. 7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples: ‘He has risen from the dead and is going ahead of 
you into Galilee. There you will see him.’ Now I have told you.” 
8 So the women hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet filled with joy, and ran to tell his 
disciples. 9 Suddenly Jesus met them. “Greetings,” he said. They came to him, clasped his feet 
and worshiped him. 10 Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid. Go and tell my brothers to 
go to Galilee; there they will see me.” 
11 While the women were on their way, some of the guards went into the city and reported to 
the chief priests everything that had happened. 12 When the chief priests had met with the 
elders and devised a plan, they gave the soldiers a large sum of money, 13 telling them, “You 
are to say, ‘His disciples came during the night and stole him away while we were asleep.’ 14 If 
this report gets to the governor, we will satisfy him and keep you out of trouble.” 15 So the 
soldiers took the money and did as they were instructed. And this story has been widely 
circulated among the Jews to this very day. 
16 Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told them to go. 
17 When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted.18 Then Jesus came to them 
and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore go and 
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am 
with you always, to the very end of the age.” 



A Commission 
It was now time for the Risen Christ to return to his Father in heaven, but before he goes, he 
leaves his followers with a charge: “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey 
everything I have commanded you.”  

This statement is called the Great Commission. Here at COMMUNITY, we also call it the Jesus 
Mission. Jesus sends us into the world to carry on the mission he started. And he promises that 
we will not be alone. He will be with us always. How? You might wonder. After all, he no longer 
walks the earth with us. Well, tomorrow we’ll discover “how.” 

Today’s Reflection Question 
What doubts do you have about the resurrection? What do you believe is the most compelling 
evidence for the resurrection?  



Day 4 -  

The Ascension 
At the end of the Gospels, Jesus prepares to return to his Father in heaven, but before he goes, 
he commissions his followers for ministry. He promises that God will send a helper, the Holy 
Spirit, who will dwell within every Christ-follower and empower them to carry out his mission. 

As we turn the page to the book of Acts, it begins with what is called the “ascension.” Jesus tells 
his followers to wait for the Holy Spirit and declares that once the Spirit comes, they will spread 
his mission “...to Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” (Acts 
1:8) And then, he is taken up into the sky before their very eyes. They watch until he disappears 
into a cloud. 

Not sure of what to expect next, the disciples gather in a room to pray and wait. 

Acts 2:1-13 - The Holy Spirit Comes 
2:1 When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 2 Suddenly a sound 
like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were 
sitting. 3 They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each 
of them. 4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the 
Spirit enabled them. 
5 Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under heaven. 6 
When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, because each one heard 
their own language being spoken. 7 Utterly amazed, they asked: “Aren’t all these who are 
speaking Galileans? 8 Then how is it that each of us hears them in our native language? 9 
Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and 
Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia , Egypt and the parts of Libya near Cyrene; visitors from Rome 
11 (both Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans and Arabs—we hear them declaring the 
wonders of God in our own tongues!” 12 Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another, “What 
does this mean?” 
13 Some, however, made fun of them and said, “They have had too much wine. 

The Holy Spirit 
The Holy Spirit, the third member of the Trinity, has been present throughout the entire story of 
God and his people. The Spirit was present at Creation hovering over the waters (Genesis 1:2). 
Yet, before the day of Pentecost, the Holy Spirit only came upon certain people and only at 
certain times. He would come upon a judge, leader, or prophet giving them extraordinary power 
to face a particular situation in order to further the purposes of God. 

What is so astounding about the day of Pentecost is that now God is pouring out his Spirit on 
every person who is a follower of Jesus and not just for a moment to face a particular 
circumstance. Jesus promised that the Holy Spirit would be with every Christ-follower always 
and forever. 



If you are a follower of Jesus, the Holy Spirit dwells within you. He is ready to teach, strengthen, 
direct, and empower you to grow in Christlikeness and to carry out the Jesus mission. Let’s 
continually open ourselves to the work of the Spirit and experience the wonders of God. 

Today’s Reflection Question 
How have you experienced the work of the Holy Spirit in your life? 



Day 5 -  

Peter Preaches the Good News 
On the day of Pentecost, the Holy Spirit came to dwell in every follower of Jesus. Immediately, 
the disciples begin to carry out the mission Jesus entrusted to them. Peter stands up and 
addresses a large crowd gathered in Jerusalem. He tells them about Jesus – about his life, his 
death, and his resurrection. Through Peter’s words, the people come to realize that Jesus truly 
is the Messiah, the Savior of the world.  

They ask Peter, “What should we do?” 

“Repent and be baptized,” he answers. And 3000 people make the decision right then and there 
to follow Jesus and are baptized. 

This day marks the birth of the church, and the last few verses of the second chapter of Acts 
give us a glimpse into how these new Christ-followers lived.  

Acts 2:42-47 - The Church is Born 
2:42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of 
bread and to prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs performed 
by the apostles. 44 All the believers were together and had everything in common. 45 They sold 
property and possessions to give to anyone who had need. 46 Every day they continued to 
meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad 
and sincere hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord 
added to their number daily those who were being saved. 

The New People of God 
All the way back in Genesis 12, God had promised Abraham that he would bless him and that 
all peoples on earth would be blessed through him. What we read in Acts 2 is this promise 
coming true. 

The church – made up of every tribe, nation, and tongue – has become the new “people of 
God.” We are now heirs of the promise, blessed to be a blessing. 

The book of Acts tells the beginning of our part in the story of God and his people by recording 
the history of the early church. It continues the stories of people we’ve already met like Peter 
and John, and introduces us to one of the most important leaders in the early church: the 
Apostle Paul. When we turn the page next week, we’ll discover that the rest of the New 
Testament is made up of letters encouraging and instructing these new Christ-followers on how 
to walk in the ways of Jesus. 

Today’s Reflection Question 
What is your next step to grow in the 3Cs? 




