
 Week 1 - The Beginning 
Turn the Page Bible Experience 

Day 1 

Welcome! 
We are excited you decided to join us on this journey through the Bible! The Bible is a collection 
of 66 books written by 40 divinely-inspired authors over 1600 years. Yet the amazing thing is 
these 66 books tell one central story about a God who made us, loves us, and longs for all of us 
to find our way back to him. 

Over the next 11 weeks, we are going to turn the pages of this love story hitting many of its most 
important characters and events. You can explore the pages of Scripture for a lifetime and never 
exhaust the riches you will find there! Our purpose in this 11 week experience is not to 
understand everything in the Bible. Rather, our purpose is to help one another grasp the larger 
arc of the story so that hopefully this broad understanding will motivate each one of us to dive in 
and read and reflect on Scripture every day. The Bible can be intimidating. Many of us don’t 
know where to start or are afraid we won’t be able to understand it. Our hope is that as we turn 
the pages over these next 11 weeks, we can dispel some of those fears because nothing is 
more effective in catalyzing our growth as Christ-followers as reading and reflecting on 
Scripture. 

Here is what you can expect to find in this Bible experience: 

● 5 days of reading and resources each week, Monday through Friday, for eleven weeks. 
We know that at times circumstances might prevent you from reading and reflecting 
every day. So if you miss a day in the plan, you can catch up on the weekends! 

● Every day will contain a Bible passage to read as well as additional material to help you 
tie the current passage into the context of the whole of Scripture. Obviously in 11 weeks 
we aren’t going to be able to read the entire Bible. We hope this additional material will 
help fill in the gaps and keep the story moving forward. 

So with that, let’s get started. And the best place to start is in the beginning… 

Genesis 1:1-2:3 - Creation 
1:1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2 Now the earth was formless and 
empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the 
waters. 
3 And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4 God saw that the light was good, and 
he separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light “day,” and the darkness he 
called “night.” And there was evening, and there was morning—the first day. 
6 And God said, “Let there be a vault between the waters to separate water from water.” 7 So 
God made the vault and separated the water under the vault from the water above it. And it was 
so. 8 God called the vault “sky.” And there was evening, and there was morning—the second 
day. 



9 And God said, “Let the water under the sky be gathered to one place, and let dry ground 
appear.” And it was so. 10 God called the dry ground “land,” and the gathered waters he called 
“seas.” And God saw that it was good. 
11 Then God said, “Let the land produce vegetation: seed-bearing plants and trees on the land 
that bear fruit with seed in it, according to their various kinds.” And it was so. 12 The land 
produced vegetation: plants bearing seed according to their kinds and trees bearing fruit with 
seed in it according to their kinds. And God saw that it was good. 13 And there was evening, 
and there was morning—the third day. 
14 And God said, “Let there be lights in the vault of the sky to separate the day from the night, 
and let them serve as signs to mark sacred times, and days and years, 15 and let them be lights 
in the vault of the sky to give light on the earth.” And it was so. 16 God made two great lights—
the greater light to govern the day and the lesser light to govern the night. He also made the 
stars. 17 God set them in the vault of the sky to give light on the earth, 18 to govern the day and 
the night, and to separate light from darkness. And God saw that it was good. 19 And there was 
evening, and there was morning—the fourth day. 
20 And God said, “Let the water teem with living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth 
across the vault of the sky.” 21 So God created the great creatures of the sea and every living 
thing with which the water teems and that moves about in it, according to their kinds, and every 
winged bird according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 22 God blessed them and said, 
“Be fruitful and increase in number and fill the water in the seas, and let the birds increase on 
the earth.” 23 And there was evening, and there was morning—the fifth day. 
24 And God said, “Let the land produce living creatures according to their kinds:the livestock, 
the creatures that move along the ground, and the wild animals, each according to its kind.” And 
it was so. 25 God made the wild animals according to their kinds, the livestock according to their 
kinds, and all the creatures that move along the ground according to their kinds. And God saw 
that it was good. 
26 Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they may rule 
over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild animals,[a] 
and over all the creatures that move along the ground.” 
27 So God created mankind in his own image, 
    in the image of God he created them; 
    male and female he created them. 
28 God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and 
subdue it. Rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky and over every living creature 
that moves on the ground.” 
29 Then God said, “I give you every seed-bearing plant on the face of the whole earth and every 
tree that has fruit with seed in it. They will be yours for food. 30 And to all the beasts of the earth 
and all the birds in the sky and all the creatures that move along the ground—everything that 
has the breath of life in it—I give every green plant for food.” And it was so. 
31 God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. And there was evening, and there was 
morning—the sixth day. 
2:1 Thus the heavens and the earth were completed in all their vast array. 
2 By the seventh day God had finished the work he had been doing; so on the seventh day he 
rested from all his work. 3 Then God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it 
he rested from all the work of creating that he had done. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+1-2&version=NIV%23fen-NIV-26a


A Perfect World 
God created a perfect world. Everything about it was good. He made the first two human 
beings, Adam and Eve, and gave them a unique and special role in his creation - to rule over 
and care for all he had made. God’s dream was to live in loving community with human beings 
in this perfect world. He had just one command: they were not to eat the fruit of the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil (Genesis 2:16-17). With all the blessings at their fingertips, you 
would think Adam and Eve could have respected this one command, but as we will see 
tomorrow, if there is a way for people to mess things up, we are likely to find it. 

Today’s Reflection Question 
In what ways do I see the image of God in myself? How am I like him? 



Day 2 

The Beginning 
The part of the Bible we are covering in this first week of our “Turn the Page” journey is not 
extensive, but is important for setting the direction of the story. The first eleven chapters of the 
book of Genesis describe the beginnings of creation. God created everything in the heavens 
and on the earth including creating human beings in his own image. He wanted people to reflect 
his character and live his way of love. Yet, once we get beyond the second chapter of Genesis, 
the chaos begins. Over the next four days, we’ll learn how people failed to fulfill God’s dream for 
the world starting with the first act of rebellion known as “The Fall.” 

Genesis 3:1-24 - The Fall 
3:1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the Lord God had made. He 
said to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden’?” 
2 The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden,3 but God did 
say, ‘You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not 
touch it, or you will die.’” 
4 “You will not certainly die,” the serpent said to the woman. 5 “For God knows that when you 
eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 
6 When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and 
also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her 
husband, who was with her, and he ate it. 7 Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and 
they realized they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for 
themselves. 
8 The    n the man and his wife heard the sound of the Lord God as he was walking in the 
garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the Lord God among the trees of the garden. 9 
But the Lord God called to the man, “Where are you?” 
10 He answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked;so I hid.” 
11 And he said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree that I 
commanded you not to eat from?” 
12 The man said, “The woman you put here with me—she gave me some fruit from the tree, 
and I ate it.” 
13 Then the Lord God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?” 
The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 
14 So the Lord God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, 
“Cursed are you above all livestock 
    and all wild animals! 
You will crawl on your belly 
    and you will eat dust 
    all the days of your life. 
15 And I will put enmity 
    between you and the woman, 
    and between your offspring and hers; 
he will crush your head, 
    and you will strike his heel.” 
16 To the woman he said, 



“I will make your pains in childbearing very severe; 
    with painful labor you will give birth to children. 
Your desire will be for your husband, 
    and he will rule over you.” 
17 To Adam he said, “Because you listened to your wife and ate fruit from the tree about which I 
commanded you, ‘You must not eat from it,’ 
“Cursed is the ground because of you; 
    through painful toil you will eat food from it 
    all the days of your life. 
18 It will produce thorns and thistles for you, 
    and you will eat the plants of the field. 
19 By the sweat of your brow 
    you will eat your food 
until you return to the ground, 
    since from it you were taken; 
for dust you are 
    and to dust you will return.” 
20 Adam named his wife Eve, because she would become the mother of all the living. 
21 The Lord God made garments of skin for Adam and his wife and clothed them.22 And the 
Lord God said, “The man has now become like one of us, knowing good and evil. He must not 
be allowed to reach out his hand and take also from the tree of life and eat, and live forever.” 23 
So the Lord God banished him from the Garden of Eden to work the ground from which he had 
been taken. 24 After he drove the man out, he placed on the east side of the Garden of Eden 
cherubim and a flaming sword flashing back and forth to guard the way to the tree of life. 

Unleashed Evil 
God created a perfect world where he wanted to live in loving community with human beings, 
but very quickly God’s dream for the world is destroyed. The introduction of evil into God’s 
perfect world had devastating consequences as things go from bad to worse. Adam and Eve 
have two sons, Cain and Abel, and in anger Cain attacks Abel and kills him (Genesis 4). We’re 
only four human beings into the story and already we have murder. When we come to Genesis 
6, God sees the wickedness of the human race and decides to take action. We’ll pick up the 
story there tomorrow. 

Today’s Reflection Question 
How have I broken trust with with my Creator? 



Day 3 

God’s Dream Destroyed 
Yesterday, we saw that the first human beings destroyed God’s dream for the world when they 
willingly rebelled against God. Unfortunately, this was just the start of the rapid decline of 
humanity. As we come to chapter 6 in the book of Genesis, God is taking stock of the way his 
creation is behaving, and his broken heart leads him to take drastic measures. We pick up today 
with the story of the flood.  

Genesis 6:5-7:10 - The Flood Part 1  
6:5 The Lord saw how great the wickedness of the human race had become on the earth, and 
that every inclination of the thoughts of the human heart was only evil all the time. 6 The Lord 
regretted that he had made human beings on the earth, and his heart was deeply troubled. 7 So 
the Lord said, “I will wipe from the face of the earth the human race I have created—and with 
them the animals, the birds and the creatures that move along the ground—for I regret that I 
have made them.” 8 But Noah found favor in the eyes of the Lord. 
9 This is the account of Noah and his family. 
Noah was a righteous man, blameless among the people of his time, and he walked faithfully 
with God. 10 Noah had three sons: Shem, Ham and Japheth. 
11 Now the earth was corrupt in God’s sight and was full of violence. 12 God saw how corrupt 
the earth had become, for all the people on earth had corrupted their ways. 13 So God said to 
Noah, “I am going to put an end to all people, for the earth is filled with violence because of 
them. I am surely going to destroy both them and the earth. 14 So make yourself an ark of 
cypress wood; make rooms in it and coat it with pitch inside and out. 15 This is how you are to 
build it: The ark is to be three hundred cubits long, fifty cubits wide and thirty cubits high. 16 
Make a roof for it, leaving below the roof an opening one cubit high all around. Put a door in the 
side of the ark and make lower, middle and upper decks. 17 I am going to bring floodwaters on 
the earth to destroy all life under the heavens, every creature that has the breath of life in it. 
Everything on earth will perish. 18 But I will establish my covenant with you, and you will enter 
the ark—you and your sons and your wife and your sons’ wives with you. 19 You are to bring 
into the ark two of all living creatures, male and female, to keep them alive with you. 20 Two of 
every kind of bird, of every kind of animal and of every kind of creature that moves along the 
ground will come to you to be kept alive. 21 You are to take every kind of food that is to be eaten 
and store it away as food for you and for them.” 
22 Noah did everything just as God commanded him. 
7:1 The Lord then said to Noah, “Go into the ark, you and your whole family, because I have 
found you righteous in this generation. 2 Take with you seven pairs of every kind of clean 
animal, a male and its mate, and one pair of every kind of unclean animal, a male and its mate, 
3 and also seven pairs of every kind of bird, male and female, to keep their various kinds alive 
throughout the earth. 4 Seven days from now I will send rain on the earth for forty days and forty 
nights, and I will wipe from the face of the earth every living creature I have made.” 
5 And Noah did all that the Lord commanded him. 
6 Noah was six hundred years old when the floodwaters came on the earth. 7 And Noah and his 
sons and his wife and his sons’ wives entered the ark to escape the waters of the flood. 8 Pairs 
of clean and unclean animals, of birds and of all creatures that move along the ground, 9 male 



and female, came to Noah and entered the ark, as God had commanded Noah. 10 And after the 
seven days the floodwaters came on the earth. 

Creation Wiped Out 
As the rains fall, every living creature is wiped off the face of the earth. Only Noah, his family, 
and the animals with them in the ark are saved. It is a bit ironic that we decorate baby nurseries 
with images of “Noah’s Ark” because this story is about the most comprehensive loss of life the 
world has ever known. Many people struggle with this story. They wonder, “How could a loving 
God destroy his own creation?” There is no easy answer to that question. The story certainly 
reminds us that ultimately God is sovereign–meaning he can do what he wants when he wants. 
There are many things about his ways we will struggle to understand. 

The story is certainly at a low point as we conclude today’s reading. But just when it seems all 
hope is lost, there emerges a new beginning. 

Today’s Reflection Question 
What struggles or questions do you have about this story? Spend some time speaking honestly 
to God about them.  



Day 4 

The Flood 
When we left off yesterday, the rains had begun to fall. God instructed Noah, the one man on 
earth who had remained faithful to him, to build an ark. Noah, his family, and the animals God 
told them to bring are safely shut up in the ark as the waters begin to rise. It rains for 40 days 
and nights. Here’s an interesting tidbit about the numbers in Scripture – many of them have 
symbolic meaning. Every time you see the number 40 in the Bible, it indicates a time of testing. 
So the rains fall for 40 days and nights and then... 

Genesis 8:6-21, 9:8-17 
8:6 After forty days Noah opened a window he had made in the ark 7 and sent out a raven, and 
it kept flying back and forth until the water had dried up from the earth. 8 Then he sent out a 
dove to see if the water had receded from the surface of the ground. 9 But the dove could find 
nowhere to perch because there was water over all the surface of the earth; so it returned to 
Noah in the ark. He reached out his hand and took the dove and brought it back to himself in the 
ark. 10 He waited seven more days and again sent out the dove from the ark. 11 When the dove 
returned to him in the evening, there in its beak was a freshly plucked olive leaf! Then Noah 
knew that the water had receded from the earth. 12 He waited seven more days and sent the 
dove out again, but this time it did not return to him. 
13 By the first day of the first month of Noah’s six hundred and first year, the water had dried up 
from the earth. Noah then removed the covering from the ark and saw that the surface of the 
ground was dry. 14 By the twenty-seventh day of the second month the earth was completely 
dry. 
15 Then God said to Noah, 16 “Come out of the ark, you and your wife and your sons and their 
wives. 17 Bring out every kind of living creature that is with you—the birds, the animals, and all 
the creatures that move along the ground—so they can multiply on the earth and be fruitful and 
increase in number on it.” 
18 So Noah came out, together with his sons and his wife and his sons’ wives.19 All the animals 
and all the creatures that move along the ground and all the birds—everything that moves on 
land—came out of the ark, one kind after another. 
20 Then Noah built an altar to the Lord and, taking some of all the clean animals and clean 
birds, he sacrificed burnt offerings on it. 21 The Lord smelled the pleasing aroma and said in his 
heart: “Never again will I curse the ground because of humans, even though every inclination of 
the human heart is evil from childhood. And never again will I destroy all living creatures, as I 
have done.” 

9:8 Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him: 9 “I now establish my covenant with you 
and with your descendants after you 10 and with every living creature that was with you—the 
birds, the livestock and all the wild animals, all those that came out of the ark with you—every 
living creature on earth. 11 I establish my covenant with you: Never again will all life be 
destroyed by the waters of a flood; never again will there be a flood to destroy the earth.” 
12 And God said, “This is the sign of the covenant I am making betw   een me and you and 
every living creature with you, a covenant for all generations to come: 13 I have set my rainbow 
in the clouds, and it will be the sign of the covenant between me and the earth. 14 Whenever I 
bring clouds over the earth and the rainbow appears in the clouds, 15 I will remember my 



covenant between me and you and all living creatures of every kind. Never again will the waters 
become a flood to destroy all life. 16 Whenever the rainbow appears in the clouds, I will see it 
and remember the everlasting covenant between God and all living creatures of every kind on 
the earth.” 
17 So God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant I have established between me and 
all life on the earth.” 

A Second Chance 
The story of the flood is a challenging story. Many of us struggle with the idea of God destroying 
almost everything on earth. As we close today, however, let’s try to think about this story in 
another way. Even when we didn’t deserve it, God gave us a second chance. Remember back 
to Genesis 6:5 when God saw that every inclination of the human heart was evil all the time? 
Ask yourself: Then why on earth wouldn’t he just destroy everything? Why let Noah and his 
family continue on? Why not just end this whole humanity experiment once and for all? 

Why? Because God is a God of second chances. God doesn’t owe us anything. This is his 
world, his creation, his story. God doesn’t have to love us, but he does. And time and time 
again, he gives us second chances. 

If we ever doubt that God is for us, we need to remember this: He loved us so much he was 
willing to let his Son be destroyed on a cross in order to save us. But that’s getting ahead of 
ourselves in the story. For now, God has offered humanity a second chance and we’re left to 
wonder...will things go better this time around? 

Today’s Reflection Question 
As you think back over your life, in what ways do you see where God gave you a second, third, 
fourth, etc. chance? 



Day 5 

Starting Over 
When we left off the story, Noah and family emerged from the ark after the flood. God told Noah, 
his sons, and their wives to “Be fruitful and increase in number and fill the earth” (Genesis 9:1), 
and they got busy doing just that! The numbers of people on the earth began to increase, and 
that leads us to today’s story. It’s a bit of a strange story found in Genesis 11 referred to as “The 
Tower of Babel.” 

Genesis 11:1-9 The Tower of Babel 
11:1 Now the whole world had one language and a common speech. 2 As people moved 
eastward, they found a plain in Shinar and settled there. 
3 They said to each other, “Come, let’s make bricks and bake them thoroughly.” They used brick 
instead of stone, and tar for mortar. 4 Then they said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city, with a 
tower that reaches to the heavens, so that we may make a name for ourselves; otherwise we 
will be scattered over the face of the whole earth.” 
5 But the Lord came down to see the city and the tower the people were building. 6 The Lord 
said, “If as one people speaking the same language they have begun to do this, then nothing 
they plan to do will be impossible for them. 7 Come, let us go down and confuse their language 
so they will not understand each other.” 
8 So the Lord scattered them from there over all the earth, and they stopped building the city. 9 
That is why it was called Babel—because there the Lord confused the language of the whole 
world. From there the Lord scattered them over the face of the whole earth. 

The End of The Beginning and Job 
Congratulations! You’ve just completed Week 1 in our Turn the Page resource. This week we 
covered the earliest Bible stories found in Genesis 1 through 11. 

At this point, however, we want to take a brief pause to address something that often confuses 
people about the Bible. Though to this point (and throughout the rest of Genesis) the stories we 
will read happened in chronological order, that’s not always the case with how the Bible is 
arranged. For example, most historians believe the story of Job, which is told in the 18th book in 
the Bible which bears his name, actually took place sometime shortly after the flood. As we work 
our way through this plan, we’ll try to point out things like this to help you better understand the 
books that comprise the Bible. Job tells a story of a man who was inflicted with a whole lot of 
unimaginable suffering, yet remained faithful to God. We aren’t going to have time in these 
eleven weeks to go into his story, but now you’ll know at least a little bit about him and the time 
period in which he lived. 

We’ve hit a lot of bumps along the road of humanity in this first week of reading, but as you will 
soon see, when we turn the page to Genesis 12, the story begins to take an important turn. See 
you next week! 

Today’s Reflection Question 
What is one thought that will stick with you from this first week of this “Turn the Page” resource?


