
Your Life - Your Values #3
Developing Trust

Deuteronomy 4:15-16

Who are you going to trust? I began this series by making the statement 
that I thought this just might be the most important series of sermons I have 
ever preached, and I am convinced that is still true. In this series on values, first 
we talked about developing your standards, choosing who is going to be your 
standard for life. Then we talked about accepting responsibility for your life.  
The next question that comes up is, “Whom are you going to trust?”

After the 2012 political elections there have been many articles written 
concerning the dramatic decline in trust in our society. Because of all the 
finger pointing, accusing, and the excusing, we have become a cynical nation, 
a doubting nation. The truth is the average American citizen is skeptical of 
everything and everybody.  

  
So, what is behind this decline in trust in our society, why are we so 

skeptical of everything and everybody? The answer is what we talked about in 
our introduction a few weeks ago.  Truth decay. It is obvious to me that our 
society doesn't value truth any more.  

And therein lies the root of the problem; because truth and trust go 
together. I have discovered there is only one letter difference between truth 
and trust.  Human nature leads us to trust people who tell us the truth. That same 
human nature leads us not to trust people if we think they are telling us a lie!   

That causes stress in our lives because you were designed to be a person of 
trust. When God made you and God created you, when He designed you, He 
wired you in such a way that you have the capacity and the desire to trust in 
something greater than yourself! Why did God do that? Because He wanted you 
to have a relationship with Him. Now listen very carefully and get this: if you 
don’t learn to trust God, you will create something, or someone, to trust in. It 
may be a diploma on the wall.  That gives me my security. It may be money in the 
bank. That gives me my self-esteem. It may be a beautiful husband or wife on your 
arm. They are my source of significance. It may be a career, a goal, whatever. But 
I promise you today - you will create something to worship.  You will create 
something to value. You will create something to trust in.

Listen to this simple definition:  Any time I trust any person or anything 
more than God that is called an idol. That is a definition of idol. It is when I 
trust anything or anyone else more than God.  
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I want to begin today’s study with this question: What happens when I 
trust something else or someone else more than God? There are two negative 
effects: I am disappointed and I am dominated, controlled.  Look at these two 
effects with me.

The first thing that happens when I trust something, or someone, more 
than God is I am going to be disappointed. Any time I expect other people to 
meet a need in my life that only God can meet, I am going to be disappointed. 
Any time you take anything - and we can even make good things idols, you can 
make your family an idol. There is nothing wrong with your family but anytime 
you look  to any single person or any single thing in life to meet all your needs, 
you are going to be let down. It is the idea, of "If I could just get married, then I'd 
be happy." "If I could just find that right person, my life would be totally fulfilled." 
That is creating an idol.  Or, "If I could just get this job" or "If I could just make 
`X' amount of money, then I would feel significant. Then I would feel confident. 
Then I would feel good about myself.  Then life would be fantastic." You have 
just created an idol.  And you are going to be discouraged by it.

The second thing that happens when I trust something, or someone, more 
than God is I am going to be dominated.  Psalm 106:36 says, "They worshiped 
their idols, which led to their downfall.” The Hebrew says something like this, 
“They were controlled by idols that led them astray.” Whatever is in first place in 
your life, whatever you value most, eventually controls you. That is how 
addictions start. 

What happens when we don’t trust the Lord of Glory to be the only true 
and living God? The answer is quite simple – we create a god to our own 
liking. We create a god that we think we can control!

As sad as it might sound, I am convinced that is exactly where we are in 
the world today! But how did we do such a thing? What were the ingredients we 
used when making a god we think we can control?

We have taken a little bit of Christianity, a little bit of what the Bible says, 
a little bit of Eastern thought, and thrown in a little science fiction, and 
thrown in a little high technology and mixed it all together. And do you know 
what we have developed? We have developed a “cult,” but we have named it 
“god.” 

Let me give you a real, living, present day example – The New Age. There 
is not one single new idea in this New Age thinking.  All it is is a combination of 
very old lies that have been around for centuries, named by other things - 
paganism, naturalism, pantheism and all these different things. They have simply 
recycled them, throw them all in some mystic pot and go out on a limb and 
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you have developed the New Age physolophy. It is just a combination of old 
lies. 

And when I fall into that kind of spiritual deception, it inevitably leads to 
disappointment and domination and eventually destruction of my own life.  I 
lose my own identity. I stop becoming what God made me to be. 

The problem with men trying to create a god of their liking is they create a 
god based on false concepts of what the one true God is really like. The truth 
is, there are a lot of popular myths out there that just are not true. 

The first false concept that men try to create their god around is that of 
God being a cosmic cop. He is the great big, bad policeman in the sky, judge 
and jury.  His whole goal in life is to watch my life and catch me doing something 
wrong and then He gets to punish me. Some of you were raised in a religious 
system that ingrained that into your life. That God is somebody who all He is 
basically doing is looking to hurt you because you blew it. Who wants to serve a 
God like that? Nobody.  Who wants to love a God like that? Nobody does.  

 The second false concept that men try to create their god around is that of 
God being a Celestial Santa Claus. The Celestial Santa Claus never says you 
do anything wrong. This guy is like the feeble grandfather who sets in his rocking 
chair in the sky and doesn't have any teeth left, and he kind of mumbles and he is 
half senile and he benignly smiles at you and pats you on the head and no matter 
what you do - it might be the most despicable thing, he will say, "That's ok.  Go 
right ahead.  Boys will be boys." He could not make you stop doing something if 
he wanted to because he is basically impotent. 

 The third false concept that men try to create their god around is the 
George Burns image of God. Years ago, before most of your were ever born, 
George Burns starred in a movie called "O God." In the movie God was 
basically just another human being who walks around in tennis shoes and he has a 
few more powers than we do but he is kind of a bubbler. He has the same faults, 
failures.  He does not know all the answers either. He is kind of like us. And 
that is really whittling God down. 

 The fourth false concept that men try to create their god around is the Star 
Wars version. "God is the Force. May the Force be with you." I must confess I 
really enjoyed the Star Wars movie series, but please don’t get your theology 
from it. The movie was actually filled pantheism, which says, “God is everything: 
it is the belief that God and the material world are one and the same thing and that 
God is present in everything.” A good example of this is the Unitarian 
Universalists Church. Pantheism says, “We are part of the universe. Our earth 
was created from the universe and will one day be reabsorbed into the universe. We 
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are made of the same matter and energy as the universe. We are not in exile here: 
we are at home. It is only here that we will ever get the chance to see paradise face 
to face.”

 Therefore, when men start trying to make a god of their own liking they 
just simply make a big spiritual mess of things!

 If you want to know what God is really like, just go to the Bible.  God 
wants us to know about His character, His love, His grace, and His 
forgiveness, so much so, He has given us His Word. Therefore, my advice to you 
is to read it and see what God says about Himself! 

 The Bible reveals many wonderful things about God that should cause 
each of us to trust Him, but I want to point out just four of these truths:

First of all, I can trust God because He is holy. Psalm 145:17 says, “The 
Lord is righteous in all His ways, and holy in all His works.” Psalm 89:14 says, 
“Righteousness and justice are the foundation of Your throne; 
mercy and truth go before Your face.” Because God is holy and righteous His 
character is the essence of truth. In other words, God is truth incarnate!

Because “the Lord is righteous in all His ways, and holy is all His works,” 
Hebrews 6:18 gives us this promise, "We can completely count on him, for it is 
impossible for God to lie." This same truth is found in Titus 1:2, “…according to 
the faith of God’s elect and the acknowledgment of the truth which accords with 
godliness, in hope of eternal life which God, who cannot lie, promised before time 
began.” 

 Sometimes young people will ask me, "Is there anything God can’t do?"  Yes, 
there are things God can’t do.  He can’t lie.  Why? God cannot deny His own 
nature.

Therefore, because God is holy I can trust Him!

Second, I can trust God because He loves me. The most notable and love 
verse in the Bible simply says, “For God so loved the world that He gave His only 
begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting 
life.” It doesn’t matter if you are saved or lost. It doesn’t matter how spotted 
your past might be. It doesn’t matter what kind of mess you have made out of 
your life. God loves you with an unconditional, unchanging, and everlasting 
love!

Therefore, because God loves me I can trust Him!
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Third, I can trust God because He is in control. 1 Chronicles 29:11-12 says, 
“ Yours, O Lord, is the greatness, the power, the glory, the victory, and the majesty. 
Everything in the heavens and on earth is yours, O Lord, and this is your 
kingdom… Wealth and honor come from you alone, for you rule over everything. 
Power and might are in your hand, and at your discretion people are made great 
and given strength.” The bible teaches us God is in control of His creation!

If you ever want to know what God is really like get a good, long look at 
Jesus Christ. Jesus made this revealing statement in Matthew 11:27, “All things 
have been delivered to Me by My Father, and no one knows the Son except the 
Father. Nor does anyone know the Father except the Son, and the one to whom the 
Son wills to reveal Him.” Colossians 2:9 says this about Christ, "In Him dwells all 
the fullness of God bodily." This truth is summed up like this in Colossians 
1:15-19, “He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For 
by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and 
invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things were 
created through Him and for Him. And He is before all things, and in Him all 
things consist. And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning, 
the firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have the preeminence.”

Therefore, I can trust God because He is in control 

Last of all, I can trust God because He is always there to meet my needs. 
Philippians 4:19 says, “And my God shall supply all your need according to His 
riches in glory by Christ Jesus.” Hebrews 4:16 says, “Let us therefore come boldly 
to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of 
need.” Notice the word, “boldly.” It comes from the word “courageous.”  

Sometimes it takes courage to trust God, especially when it seems as if 
your entire life is coming unraveled before our very eyes! It is during those 
times we “walk by faith and not by sight.”

Therefore, I can trust God because He is there to meet my every need.
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