
Your Life - Your Values #2
Accepting Responsibility

Ephesians 5:15

If I were to ask you tonight, "What's your greatest ability?" I wonder what 
some of you would say. You might say, "I am good at mechanics ... math ... 
sewing ... surfing ... channel surfing."  

But I want to suggest to you today that your greatest ability is 
responsibility. Responsibility is the ability to respond to life. It is one of the 
greatest gifts that God has given you. God created you and made you a human 
being. What makes you a human is the ability to choose your response to life. 
You can respond in many different ways to stress, problems, crises, opportunities, 
relationships, and even to temptations. These all choices you must make.  

There are many things in life that we have no choice in. For example, you 
did not choose where you were born or when you were born and all those 
different things. You do not choose a lot of the circumstances and events that 
happen to you. But you do have the freedom to choose how you act to life. You 
do have the freedom to choose how you respond. Because you have that choice, 
because you have the freedom to respond, and you are able to respond, you are 
response-able. You are responsible.  

Justice Lewis Brandais, a former Supreme Court justice, once said, 
"Responsibility is the great developer." In other words, responsibility builds 
your character. It is what helps you grow. Winston Churchill called it, "The price 
of greatness." If you want to do something great with your life you have to 
become a responsible person.  

Last week, we began this new series that I have titled “Your Life – Your 
Values,” and for the next few weeks or so we are going to talk  about some core 
values on which you a successful and a significant life. And those core values 
all start with personal responsibility. This is the foundation, ground zero, and the 
bottom line. If you don’t get this one, you may as well forget the rest of this 
series because you cannot build any of the other values into your life if you do 
not personally accept responsibility for your choices, your character, and your 
values. This is what it all starts with.  If I get that point down then the rest can be 
built in a successful and significant life.  

It is very obvious that in the last forty years there has been a dramatic 
decline in the acceptance of personal responsibility in our society. Nobody 
wants to accept responsibility for anything anymore.  In fact, we want to accuse 
and excuse.  We want to accuse other people - it is all their fault - and we want 
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to excuse ourselves - it is not my fault. We live in this blaming and accusing 
and excusing society where nobody wants to own up to anything.  

What causes that? What has happened in our society?

In the introduction of this series we said that our beliefs determine our 
behavior and our behavior determines what we become and what our society 
becomes. We talked about the ideas of individualism  and secularism  and 
tolerance and how that has influenced our value system.  

There are three values that are very prevalent today. Three beliefs that are 
the antithesis of personal responsibility: the "rights" mentality, the "victim" 
mentality, and the "entitlement" mentality.

Look, first of all, at the rights mentality. The rights mentality basically goes 
like this:  "I have my rights! And that is all I am interested in." Would you agree 
that today our society is obsessed with personal rights? John Leo from U.S. 
News and World Report said, "Today American politics is awash in `rights' talk.  
We have criminal rights, computer rights, animal rights, children's rights, victim's 
rights, abortion rights, housing rights, privacy rights, the right to know the sex of a 
fetus, the right to own an AK 47 for hunting purposes, the right to not be tested for 
aides and the right to not inform anybody if we have been infected.  Recently we 
have acquired the right to die.  And according to some rather imaginative theorists 
a damaged fetus also has the right not to be born.  Mental patients used to have the 
right to treatment but now that they have been dumped on the streets, and they 
have an ACLU protected right to no treatment at all.  Our culture has reached the 
point where the obsession with individual rights is making it hard for us to think 
socially." He suggests that along with our Bill of Rights that we really need a 
Bill of Responsibilities.

We hear a lot today about rights and we don’t hear very much about 
responsibilities. We hear a lot about entitlement; we do not hear much about 
obligations. We hear a lot about myself, but we do not hear a lot about what it does 
to others. We certainly hear a whole lot more about choice than we hear about 
commitment.  

The second hindrance to personal responsibility is what I call the victim 
mentality.  The victim mentality basically goes like this.  "None of my problems 
are my fault.  In fact, they are all your fault."  We blame.  Someone has suggested 
that you spell blame: b-lame! 

We have become a nation of victims. None of it is my fault. It is every body 
else's fault. 

2



The third hindrance to personal responsibility is the entitlement mentality. 
The entitlement mentality basically says, "I deserve it.  The world owes me a 
living." More and more we are seeing an American attitude that says, "I am not 
responsible for anything. It is not my fault." This attitude is seen from the White 
House to the School House!

In stark contrast to that, notice what the Bible says, Ephesians 5, "Live life with 
a sense of responsibility, not as those who don't know the meaning of life, but as 
those who do." Notice the term "sense of responsibility."  God says you are to live 
your life with a sense of responsibility but more important than that, notice 
the reason. He says, because you know the meaning of life. The point of this 
verse is this. If you live your life in a responsible way it means you probably 
know the meaning of life. You have figured it out. Why did God put me here?

On the other hand, if you are living an irresponsible life, it just means one 
thing. You do not know the meaning of life.  You do not know your purpose.  
You do not know why God put you on this planet in the first place.  Therefore 
the key to living a more responsible life is to figure out "Why am I here?  What did 
God put me on this earth for?"  The first thing we have to deal with is, "Why 
should I live a responsible life?" There are three reasons we should live a 
responsible life:

 First, because God is watching me. Jesus made this amazing statement in 
John 13:35, “By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for 
one another.” And in John 15:12 He says, “This is My commandment, that you 
love one another as I have loved you.” This same theme is restated in Romans 
12:10, “Be kindly affectionate to one another with brotherly love, in honor giving 
preference to one another.” Romans 12:10 reads like this in the Greek, “Love each 
other with genuine affection, and take delight in honoring each other.” And 
Romans 13:8 says, “Owe no one anything except to love one another, for he who 
loves another has fulfilled the law.” 

If you do not get anything else that I say today, get this: life is a test of 
your responsibility of attitude. God planned you, thought you up, put you on 
earth and He is testing your responsibility of attitude. Whether you live 60, 70, 
80, 90, 100 years that is simply a little millimeter on the yardstick of eternity.  
When you die, that is not the end of you. How you do what you do with your life 
and the decisions you make here are going to influences your eternity. If you 
receive Jesus Christ as your personal Savior you will spend eternity in a place 
called Heaven. If you refuse to receive Jesus Christ as your personal Savior you 
will spend eternity in a place called Hell. And ladies and gentlemen, I promise 
you this: you will spend far more time on that side of death than on this side.  
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The life you live on this earth is simply the warm-up act for eternity. This is 
the dress rehearsal.  This is where you get the parts right.  

God put you on this earth primarily for two reasons:  one, to get to know 
Him personally through His son Jesus Christ, and two, to develop character. 
Romans 8:29 reminds us it is the will of God that we “be conformed to the image 
of His Son.” That does not mean that we are to look like Christ, but that we 
are to act like Christ! To develop the character of Christ. That is why we have 
been admonished in Philippians 2:5, “Let this mind be in you which was also in 
Christ Jesus.”

Why is God so interested in my character? Because He knows the more we 
become like Christ in character, the more we will develop the values and the 
responsibility of life! That is the foundation. 

The second reason we should live a responsible life is because others are 
affected by my life. None of us lives to ourselves alone, we are all 
interdependent.  We are not independent or dependent but interdependent on each 
other. Listen to this instruction in Philippians 2:4, “Let each of you look out not 
only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others.” The Greek says, 
“Don’t look out only for your own interests, but take an interest in others, too.” 
The Bible is simply saying we should be concerned about others and not just 
about ourselves. 

 Child of God, please hear me well today, when Jesus said in John 13:35, “By 
this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another,” it 
was because He understood human nature! People outside of church are not 
going to be swayed by the fact that you have been baptized, or the fact that 
you have joined the church, or the fact that you tithe, or even the fact that you 
teach a Bible class. All of that stuff means nothing to them if they can sense 
that your character is one of not caring! The old adage is worn and torn, but it is 
still very, very true: “People do not care how much you know, they just want to 
know how much you care!”

 You need to be responsible because God is watching and because other 
people are affected. 

Third, I need to be responsible because God rewards it. And boy, does He 
reward it!  Deuteronomy 28:2 says, "You will experience all of God's blessings if 
you obey the Lord." Notice the word "all." Jesus took this Old Testament truth and 
restated it this way in Matthew 25:23, “You have been faithful over a few things, I 
will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.” 
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Jesus put this same truth another way in Luke 6:37-38, “Judge not, and you 
shall not be judged. Condemn not, and you shall not be condemned. Forgive, and 
you will be forgiven. Give, and it will be given to you: good measure, pressed 
down, shaken together, and running over will be put into your bosom. For with the 
same measure that you use, it will be measured back to you.” If you want to know 
why people treat you the way they treat you – look at the person in the 
mirror! Listen to what we have been told in Proverbs 18:24, “A man who has 
friends must himself be friendly.” The Hebrew reads like this, “A man who has 
friends must be a friend.”

Far too often we miss what God has promised us in this area of rewards. 
Why, because we often think of the Christian life simply as some “Pie in the sky in 
the sweet by-and-by!” But the Bible teaches us that God is equally concerned 
about our living in the here and the now!

You see, the Bible teaches if you use your influence well, you become more 
influential.  If you use your possessions well, God will provide more of them.  
Why should God give you more money when you are not responsible with the 
finances you have right now? He does not have any obligation to bless you when 
you are living irresponsibly! But on the other hand, He says, "If you will be 
responsible I will bless your socks off in a way you can't imagine."  

 Child of God, God wants to use you! He wants to bless you in ways you 
can’t even imagine! His only requirement is for you to live a responsible life!

 I want to close by making this statement to those of you that have never 
received Jesus Christ as your personal Savior! The greatest area of personal 
responsibility is your eternal destiny! Will you choose Heaven or will you choose 
Hell? You must take personal responsibility because no one else can make that 
choice for you! Why not today?

5


