
Your Life - Your Values #10
Being Honest in a Dishonest World

Acts 5:1-11

We have been doing a series called Life's on Values.  We are taking a look 
at ten values that we might characterize our life after and embrace that would 
give some real value to our lives.  Tonight the value we are talking about is Being 
Honest in a Dishonest World.

The Bible has a lot of significant instruction on honesty, examples of men 
and women that were honest, examples of men and were not honest and things 
that happened to those that were and those that were not. The most radical 
being the couple in the New Testament that was not honest.  They were struck 
down and died. How many of you are glad that God doesn't use that same 
technique tonight? This place would be completely empty. I would be here all 
alone with no one to talk to.  

The irony of honesty is that all of us make a big deal about it and we want 
it and really, in practicality, we give it very little value. When parents are 
asked to describe the number one quality the want in their children, it is 
honesty.  

A survey I read this week said 91% of all Americans lie regularly. How do 
you trust a survey like that if everybody's lying or even trusting the 9% that 
said they didn't?

One of the things I have been thinking about the last couple of weeks, 
knowing I was going to speak on this, is realizing how many opportunities 
there are in our day to be dishonest.  Every conversation, every phone call, 
and every interaction - we have dozens and dozens of opportunities to be 
dishonest.  Sociologists tell us that we either hear or see 300 lies every day. 
(Actually 200 - I just wanted to show you how easy it was to lie!)  

I have listed a few great American lies that you and I either say or we hear all 
the time:
“The check is in the mail.”
“The doctor will call you right back.”
“It was good to see you.” 
“One size fits all.”
"This hurts me more than it hurts you.”
“Your table will be ready in just a minute.”
 

Dishonesty has many different faces in our life but it has one common 
result. Dishonesty strangles life out of us.  I want to take a look at the problem of 
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dishonesty and then focus on some practical steps that we can take to be men and 
women that move toward an honest life.

Dishonesty is promoted in our culture.  Our culture endorses untruth, 
embraces untruth and practices untruth consistently. The residue of dishonesty 
is flying around everywhere. We have come to expect people to be dishonest.  
Isn't that sad? We expect a degree of untruthfulness in our political system. 
We expect that. We expect a degree of untruthfulness in advertising. We know 
over years and years of watching different advertisements that they lie to us. 
They are dishonest. Most guys find that out after they buy their first bottle of 
Old Spice.  We bought it. We tried it.  We walked out into the world and the 
babes didn't come running like they do on the commercials. It just does not 
work that way.  

From the White House to the schoolhouse, truth is in trouble. It is not 
reserved for any age category.  It affects all of us.

It is not only in our culture, it is not only in our nature, dishonesty is part 
of our spiritual structure. It is much bigger than ourselves.  There is a struggle 
going on in the cosmos.  Call it what you will, it is light versus darkness, good 
versus evil, Satan versus God. It is the eternal combat that is bigger than most 
of us are capable of understanding.  You and I are the object of this spiritual 
battle.  Basically it comes down to this.  It is truth versus falsehood. The Bible 
tells us that God is the father of truth. The Bible also tells us that Satan is the 
father of falsehood.  

John 8:44 says, "He (Satan) has always hated the truth.  There is no truth in 
him.  When he lies, it is consistent with his character for he is a liar and the father 
of lies."  The Bible does not candy coat it. Basically it is saying, God is on one 
side and Satan is on the other and they are opposed to one another and you 
and I have a choice, do we follow the culture or do we follow the creator?

When it comes to the creator, God's view of dishonesty is, He hates it.  
That word is not used very often in the Bible that He actually hates it.  The 
word "hate,” means it's disgusting, detestable, and utterly and thoroughly repulsive.  
Dishonesty is repulsive to God.

Why does He hate it? Because He is the truth and dishonesty is a 
perversion of His character.  God places a high priority and premium on 
truthfulness and He wants you and I to have a love affair with honesty.
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What has happened as the result of dishonesty?  

 1.  We are skeptical.  Why?  Because we have been lied to over and over. 
When we have a conversation with somebody, in the back of our mind, we are 
wondering whether they are telling the truth or not.  

2.  Trust has broken down. We are a culture of people, a nation where we 
do not trust anybody any more because of over and over dishonesty.  

 3.  Dishonesty has made us insecure people.  Why do little kids say, "Cross 
your heart and hope to die, stick a needle in your eye."  They are saying, “When 
you tell me something I want to know, are you really honest because I want to get 
my arms around honesty.” There is something in children that longs for it and 
craves it.  You and I have that same thing. When we do not have it we are 
insecure.  It is basic to our human design.  We are looking for security that 
truthfulness brings.  We wonder why everybody is walking around in our 
world insecure.  It is because we do not have truth.

Some people have this idea, "Well, honesty. That's a nice idea." And they have 
missed the whole point. Honesty is not a nice idea; it is a command of God.  He 
loves us so much; He wants us to have security.  He wants us to have trust in a 
relationship. He doesn't want us to be skeptical.  He knows that until we have 
trust we won't have security in our relationships. We won't have security in our 
business. We will not have security in our church or our family until we feel 
like we are being told the truth. We are left insecure and when we are insecure 
we are frustrated, disillusioned, disappointed, shattered, defeated.  It keeps us 
from living life the way God intended it.  

Listen to the advice given in Proverbs 23:23,  "Buy the truth and do not sell it."  
Whatever the cost, it is worth it.  Pay the price.  

Therefore, I want to give you some steps to lead toward truth.

1.  Take an honest inventory of your truthfulness. I had a mole on my 
forehead for years. I had it taken off a few years ago. It was with me for the 
greater part of my life.  I saw it every single day and never thought much 
about it, until we went to Florida and our daughter said something about it. 
Linda mentioned it to my Doctor, and he said, "You ought to get that thing 
checked. That could be cancerous." I had never thought about it, it had become 
a part of my life. 

The same is true with honesty.  

We have to ask ourselves three questions:  Where am I being dishonest?  
How am I being dishonest?  Why am I being dishonest?
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Let's look, first of all, at Where am I being dishonest? We might be honest 
at home but we are dishonest at work. Or vice versa. Marriage, work, friends, 
myself, "I don't have a problem with that.... That's no big deal ... I can stop that any 
time!" – That is lying to yourself. It is called denial. God is big enough to forgive 
us of those sins but denial is the problem. Our lifestyle must reflect our 
relationship to God.

Second, How am I being dishonest? It can be as simple as Protecting 
someone. This is a problem area for me personally.  I find that I like to protect 
people and make sure everybody's happy and loving each other. And 
sometimes when I am asked to send a letter of recommendation, I really make 
the person sound super good (maybe even better than they are).  And that has 
caused Linda and I to have some discussions on the matter. (Don’t ever ask Linda 
to give you a recommendation unless you want the truth told).

Slander and Gossip are first cousins, and that is another way of being 
dishonest. Gossip in its truest sense is really saying something you like about 
somebody you don't. Slander actually comes in the Old Testament from the 
Hebrew word "spy" which means to "expose and defeat".  There is more talk about 
slander and gossip than any other sin in the Bible.

Last of all, Why am I being dishonest? I have listed just a few: Peter lied 
because of fear.  Cain lied because of pride. Potipher's wife lied because of anger. 
Joseph's brothers lied because of jealousy.  It is all a part of the inventory get to the 
"Why?"  

The bottom line is this:  You and I choose to be dishonest.  We choose 
dishonesty.  I encourage you at the end of each night to say, "How honest was I 
today?"  That may be tough but it is far better than the disease of lying.

You and I have got to determine whom do we trust? God's way or the 
world's way. Whose I am determines who I am. This is a series that I needed. I 
hope it gives you something to think about as well.

4


