
Your Life - Your Values #1
Choosing My Standards

Psalm 57:7

What are you values? Your values are your core beliefs that shape 
everything you do in life.  There are a lot of people who would say, "It really does 
not matter what you believe" but that is just not true. It does matter what you 
believe. Your beliefs determine your behavior and your behavior determines 
what you become.  So the kind of person you are, if you look at the foundation, is 
based on the things you have chosen to value. In other words, your convictions 
in life determine your conduct. And your conduct determines your character.  
So whatever you want to be in life, you better figure out quick what your values 
are because they determine your stress level, your success, your salvation, and 
many other things.  

If you want to build a lasting life of success and significance you must 
build it on lasting values. That is what we are going to look at in this series.

Tonight, I just want to introduce a new series the might very well be one of 
the most important series of messages I have ever done and I have titled it 
“Your Life – Your Values.” In the in the weeks ahead we are going to look at 
ten individual values that you need to build into your life for success, 
significance, and being all God wants you to be.  

One thing that basically everybody in our society agrees with today - 
whether you are a liberal or whether you are conservative, democrat, 
republican, independent, religious or not religious, a Christian or not a 
Christian or an atheist or whatever - the vast majority of people say that our 
society today is in a stage of moral decline. It is obvious there is a decaying of 
values in our society.  

Many surveys say that over 80% of Americans say that the number one 
problem in America now is not the economy, but it is the decline and decay of 
moral values. George Gallup just recently did a pole and discovered that 
Americans today are more interested in values than at any other time in the 
past sixty years. It is a very hot item.  

From magazines, to television, it seems as if we are being bombarded with 
articles that deal with the moral decline and decaying of values in America.  
For example: "Is the U.S. Morally in Trouble?" "Can we save our culture?," "The 
Character Deficiency Syndrome," "Fighting to Fill the Values Gap," etc. 
Therefore, it is obvious we have some major issues in our present-day society! 

It is also obvious these issues have reached to epic heights in far too many 
areas of our society. I have listed five: politics, business, entertainment, 
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education, and religion. If were to tell you to write down the current scandal in 
each of these areas, I am pretty sure you would easily be able to do it.    

What is the cause of all this?  Why is there so much concern for all of this 
in our society? In today’s introduction, we are going to look at the cause of moral 
decline – the cause of why people are not building their life on values, as well as 
the cost of this moral failure is having on our families, as well as our selves, and 
last of all, we will look at the cure. In the coming weeks we are going to look 
into the solutions. This is just the introduction.

What is the cause of the crisis of values in our society? Two words:  Truth 
Decay. The fact is, we no longer value the truth in America. 

What has happened to cause this major shift in America? Well, we have 
been told a “bill of goods.” Our society has fallen for three very destructive 
philosophies that have replaced truth with falsehood!   

First, we have embraced individuality or individualism. Today’s society has 
developed an attitude that says, “This is my life and you have no right trying to tell 
me what is right or wrong or true.” That is the kid of attitude that says, “I live for 
myself and I have got to do what is best for me.” That is called individualism. 

This is not a new way of thinking! Thousands of years ago the nation of 
Israel fell prey to this. The Bible gives us this insight in Judges 17:6, "In those 
days Israel had no authority [no king] so the people did whatever seemed right in 
their own eyes." If there are no judges, no standard, no rule, no law, no 
absolutes, they did whatever they wanted. That is an easy philosophy to hold 
onto because it means I never have to feel guilty.  I do not have to measure up to 
my standards or your standards or anybody else's, and if you say, "This is right" 
then that may be right for you but for me, I am an individual and I run my own life.  

That is the first philosophy. The result of it in the nation of Israel was 
anarchy and that is going to be the result if America keeps going that way 
here. Anything goes. If I want to blow you away with a shotgun, fine! Because 
the only thing that matters is me.

The second philosophy that we have bought into is called Secularism.  
Secularism can be summarized in three words: God is unnecessary. Now 
watch this – secularism does NOT mean that I don’t believe there is a god. In 
other words, I believe there is a god; I just don't need Him in my life. For the 
last forty years we have been systematically removing God from every area of 
public life - schools, government, media, newspapers, all the different areas of 
public opinion in life and we basically relegated God to Sunday mornings. And 
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what we are saying in America is simply this: “I believe in God but I simply am 
not going to allow Him to interfere with me life!” 

So in secularism, God has been removed from the main stream. This 
attitude is also talked about in the Bible, as seen in Romans 1:25, "They exchanged 
the truth of God for a lie and worshipped created things rather than the Creator."  
That, my friend, is called materialism. When you worship things instead of the 
God who created everything. We talk about all of these uneducated tribes in some 
dark forest and say, "Isn't it sad that these tribes get a little piece of wood and carve 
it into an idol and then they bow down in front of it and worship it?  How 
uneducated!" But I submit to you we Americans also have our idols that we 
worship. Ladies and gentlemen, we have far too many people who worship 
their boat, their house, their career, anything that is created, rather than 
worshipping God. So God is unnecessary and I live for myself.

The third philosophy that we have bought into is tolerance. In America we 
are on the verge of putting more value on tolerance than on truth. The worst 
sin in our society is to be intolerant. If you are intolerant society labels you as a 
“bigot.” The worst label to be labeled is "judgmental," "narrow minded," 
"judgmental," or "intolerant."

Now please don’t misunderstand what I am saying right here, because the 
Bible teaches that we, as believers, are to be tolerant. In other words, we 
should treat all people with love and dignity. Hear me well today – Jesus loved 
the worst criminal or the worst person with the most immoral lifestyle, and we as a 
Church must not do any less! 

You see, Jesus always separated the sin from the sinner. The Bible teaches 
that God hates sin but loves the sinner. Jesus accepted people without approving 
of their lifestyle. Therefore, he could say to the woman caught in the act of 
adultery, “Neither do I condemn you, go and sin no more.” Jesus was able to treat 
every person with dignity even though He disapproved of his or her lifestyle! 
We are called to be tolerant in that same way.

The problem, as I see it today, is we have substituted political correctness 
for tolerance. Tolerance now means that every idea is equally valid, that every 
idea is equally true, that every lifestyle is equally right. But that is not right.  
That is false! It is not true that every lifestyle is equally valid. And it is not true 
that every idea or thought or belief is equally true. 

Last of all, I want you to look with me at the cost of truth decay. What is 
the cost of not having any standards, values, not even agreeing with what is 
true right and wrong?
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The cost is our culture is collapsing. In the next thirty minutes... 228 
children will be beaten, molested, and otherwise abused. 57 kids will run away 
from home and three out of four of those girls will end up selling sex to survive. 20 
children will attempt suicide. 285 children will become victims of a broken home.
 
 Every day in American... 14 children and youth are murdered, 326 children 
are arrested for alcohol offenses, 359 children are arrested for drug offenses, 3356 
high school students drop out of school, 3533 babies are born to unwed mothers, 
6042 children are arrested, 13,076 public school students are suspended from 
school, 135,000 children pack guns or knives to school.

That, my friend, is the cost. Proverbs 14:34 says, “Righteousness exalts a 
nation, but sin is a reproach to any people.” Proverbs 29:18 says, "Where there is 
ignorance of God, crime runs wild." We are seeing that today. 

America has now taken the lead over every other nation by a far margin in 
the number of citizens we have incarcerated. We have more people in jail in 
America than any other country.

Ladies and gentlemen, I submit to you today, something has gone haywire 
in our nation! What used to be called right is now being called wrong.  What 
used to be called wrong is now being called right. What used to be called 
perverted is now being called sophisticated. We are flip-flopping all of the 
values. We are turning criminals into celebrities. 

Today in our society we have sports and political personalities who are 
arrested for sexual perversion and are scolded and released. On the other 
hand a first grade boy kisses a little girl, he is hauled in for sexual harassment.  
Honoring one and destroying another.  What is going on here???

We kill millions of unborn babies and think nothing about it, and yet, we 
spend thousands of dollars and untold hours protesting the protection of 
insects and parasites.  

Look what God has to say about it in Isaiah 5:20, "Destruction is certain for 
those who say that evil is good and good is evil; that dark is light and light is dark." 
God is not mocked. He says, "Whatever you sow you are going to reap." Proverbs 
29:18 reads like this in the Good News version, "A nation without God's guidance 
is a nation without order." 

Let me quickly close by giving you the cure. The cure is rebuild the 
foundation of your life, of your business, of your family based on biblical 
truth! 2 Timothy 3:16 says, "All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach 
us what is true and to make us realize what is wrong in our lives.  It straightens us 
out and teaches us to do what is right." Notice three things the Bible teaches:  
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"what is true" "what is wrong" and "what is right."  If God says it, it's absolutely 
true, whether I understand it, whether I agree with it, whether I like it or not, 
it is true because it came from God. 

This week, in this introduction to the series, we have looked at the 
problems and we have looked at the causes of those problems. This is all the 
negative you are going to hear now for the next few weeks. We are going to 
look at the solutions for the next few weeks. 

I am convinced that this is a series that the entire church needs to go 
through together, so I encourage you to invite and bring every one you see.
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