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What About the Heathen? 
 

1 Timothy 2:1-5 
 

“Therefore I exhort first of all that supplications, prayers, intercessions, 
and giving of thanks be made for all men, 2 for kings and all who are in 
authority, that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness 
and reverence. 3 For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our 
Savior, 4 who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge 
of the truth. 5 For there is one God and one Mediator between God and 
men, the Man Christ Jesus.” 

 
 I wasn’t in the ministry very long before I was asked, “What about 
the heathen?  What about those who have never heard the Gospel? How 
can a loving God send someone to Hell if they have never heard the 
Gospel?” These are difficult questions because there is no clear 
statement in scripture that gives us an absolute answer.\ Therefore, 
we must search the Scriptures to find the information that gives us 
some insight into this matter.  
 
 I want to begin today’s study by reminding you of Deuteronomy 
29:29, “The	LORD	our	God	has	secrets	known	to	no	one.	We	are	not	
accountable	 for	 them,	 but	 we	 and	 our	 children	 are	 accountable	
forever	for	all	that	he	has	revealed	to	us,	so	that	we	may	obey	all	the	
terms	of	 these	 instructions.”	And	Romans	11:34	asks	 the	question,	
“Who	has	known	the	mind	of	the	Lord?”	Now	folks,	God	has	chosen	
to	 reveal	 some	 things	 to	 us.	 But	 He	 has	 chosen	 to	 keep	 some	
things	a	secret.	We	will	never	know	the	answer	to	every	question	
we	ask.	We	will	never	know	as	much	as	God	does.	But	because	
God	 has	 given	 us	 inquiring	 minds	 we	 are	 bound	 to	 ask	
questions	like	this.	
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	 Having	said	that,	I	want	to	submit	to	you	four	truths	from	the	
God’s	Word	that	will	help	as	we	seek	to	answer	the	question,	“What	
about	the	heathen?”	
	

1. God	has	only	one	plan	of	salvation.	
2. God loves all people and wants them to be saved. 
3. God has made Himself known sufficiently to all people so 

that they are without excuse. 
4. God has commissioned us to take the Gospel to all persons 

everywhere. 

I submit to you, first of all, God has only one plan of salvation. 
The Bible makes this fact very clear in John 1:1-5, 14, “In the beginning 
was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He 
was in the beginning with God. All things were made through Him, and 
without Him nothing was made that was made. In Him was life, and the 
life was the light of men. And the light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness did not comprehend it…And the Word became flesh and dwelt 
among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of 
the Father, full of grace and truth.” Ephesians 2:8-9 says, “ For by grace 
you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the 
gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast.” Jesus put it this 
way in John 14:6, “Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the 
life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.” But the argument 
is, “How were people saved before Christ?”   

A common misconception is humanity (including the Jews) was 
saved by keeping the Law. But the know from Scripture that is not 
true. Galatians 3:11 says, “But that no one is justified by the law in the 
sight of God is evident, for “the just shall live by faith.” You might be 
thinking, “That is a New Testament Scripture,” but Paul is quoting from 
Habakkuk 2:4. In Romans 4:3 Paul quotes from Genesis when he says, 
“Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness.” 
Abraham lived 400 years before the Law was given. 
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As early as Genesis 3:15, we see the promise of a coming 
Savior, and throughout the Old Testament there are hundreds of 
promises to that fact. Job (the oldest book in the Bible) put it this way 
in Job 19:25, “I know my Redeemer lives, and that in the end he will 
stand upon the earth.”   Isaiah 53 revealed the need for faith in the 
coming Messiah, “Who has believed our report? And to whom has the 
arm of the LORD been revealed? For He shall grow up before Him as a 
tender plant, and as a root out of dry ground. He has no form or 
comeliness; and when we see Him, There is no beauty that we should 
desire Him. He is despised and rejected by men, a Man of sorrows and 
acquainted with grief. And we hid, as it were, our faces from Him; He 
was despised, and we did not esteem Him.  Surely He has borne our 
griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed Him stricken, smitten 
by God, and afflicted. But He was wounded for our transgressions, He 
was bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement for our peace was upon 
Him, and by His stripes we are healed. All we like sheep have gone 
astray we have turned, every one, to his own way; and the LORD has laid 
on Him the iniquity of us all. He was oppressed and He was afflicted, 
yet He opened not His mouth; He was led as a lamb to the slaughter, and 
as a sheep before its shearers is silent, so He opened not His mouth. He 
was taken from prison and from judgment, and who will declare His 
generation? For He was cut off from the land of the living; for the 
transgressions of My people He was stricken. 
And they made His grave with the wicked – but with the rich at His 
death, because He had done no violence, nor was any deceit in His 
mouth. Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise Him; He has put Him to grief. 
When You make His soul an offering for sin, He shall see His seed, He 
shall prolong His days, and the pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in His 
hand. He shall see the labor of His soul and be satisfied. By His 
knowledge My righteous Servant shall justify many, for He shall bear 
their iniquities.” Ladies and gentlemen, that was written 750 years 
before Christ was born! John 4 gives us the account of Jesus’ 
conversation with the Samaritan woman at the well, and in verse 25 she 
says, “I know the Messiah is coming; when that One comes, He will 
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declare all things to us.” Therefore, 2 Corinthians 5:19 concludes, “God 
was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself.” 

I submit to you, secondly, God loves all people and desires them 
to be saved. 1 Timothy 2:3-4 makes this very clear, “For this is good and 
acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, who desires all men to be 
saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.” John 3:16-17 says, 
“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that 
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. For 
God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that 
the world through Him might be saved.” 2 Peter 3:9 puts it this way, 
“The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, 
but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that 
all should come to repentance.”  

Please hear me well today – God loves you just like you are! You 
are important to Him! He died for you. From loose women to rigid 
Pharisees; from poor beggars to rich young rulers; from the addict in 
the ditch to the self-righteous church member. Regardless of your 
upbringing or your downfalls, God loves you and wants you to be 
saved! 

I submit to you, thirdly, God has made Himself known 
sufficiently to all people so they are without excuse. Psalm 8:3-4 says, 
“When I consider Your heavens, the work of Your fingers, the moon and 
the stars, which You have ordained, what is man that You are mindful of 
him.” Romans 1:20 says, “For since the creation of the world His 
invisible attributes are clearly seen, being understood by the things that 
are made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are without 
excuse.” Romans 2:14-15 reminds us, “Even Gentiles, who do not have 
God’s written law, show that they know his law when they instinctively 
obey it, even without having heard it. They demonstrate that God’s law 
is written in their hearts, for their own conscience and thoughts either 
accuse them or tell them they are doing right.” Taken together these 
passages reveal that everyone has an inherent knowledge of God, 
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that can be clearly known from creation and that everyone also has 
a God-given moral compass.  

I submit to you, last of all, God has commissioned us to take the 
Gospel to all persons everywhere. Romans 10:13-15 underscores the 
significance of Christian evangelism when it comes to reaching those 
who have never heard, “How then shall they call on Him in whom they 
have not believed? And how shall they believe in Him of whom they 
have not heard? And how shall they hear without a preacher? And how 
shall they preach unless they are sent? As it is written: “How beautiful 
are the feet of those who preach the gospel of peace, who bring glad 
tidings of good things!” Child of God, we are to be actively involved 
in spreading the message of Jesus Christ to all persons everywhere, 
so that “those who have never heard” will indeed get an opportunity 
to hear! You might be thinking, “Man, I can’t go to Africa or into some 
jungle area!” That might very well be true – but you can send 
someone else! You can give you money that someone else might be 
able to go!! You can give your money to support someone who is 
already there reaching people for the cause of Christ! 

Today, we have dealt with those folks whom may have never 
heard the Good News of Jesus Christ, but what about you? What 
about you who have heard the Gospel and continue to reject God’s 
plan of salvation for your life? What excuses are you using for not 
being saved and on your way to heaven? Listen to this warning found in 
2 Peter 2:21, “For it would have been better for them not to have known 
the way of righteousness, than having known it, to turn from the holy 
commandment delivered to them.” 

If you have never been saved, please do not allow Satan to steal 
this opportunity to do so!! 

Everyone stand for prayer. 

Father, 
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Your Word is true. Thank You for my salvation. Give this church 
and me a new passion and vision for reaching the lost – from across the 
street to across the oceans! I confess I am more than a conqueror through 
Christ who loves me. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

 

 
 

 


