
	 1	

A Great Day to Be Saved 
 

Acts 8:26-39 

“Now an angel of the Lord spoke to Philip, saying, “Arise and go 
toward the south along the road which goes down from Jerusalem to 
Gaza.” This is desert. 27 So he arose and went. And behold, a man of 
Ethiopia, a eunuch of great authority under Candace the queen of the 
Ethiopians, who had charge of all her treasury, and had come to 
Jerusalem to worship, 28 was returning. And sitting in his chariot, he was 
reading Isaiah the prophet. 29 Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go near and 
overtake this chariot.” 30 So Philip ran to him, and heard him reading the 
prophet Isaiah, and said, “Do you understand what you are reading?” 
31 And he said, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he asked 
Philip to come up and sit with him. 32 The place in the Scripture which 
he read was this: “He was led as a sheep to the slaughter; and as a lamb 
before its shearer is silent, so He opened not His mouth. 
33 In His humiliation His justice was taken away, and who will declare 
His generation? 
For His life is taken from the earth.” 34 So the eunuch answered Philip 
and said, “I ask you, of whom does the prophet say this, of himself or of 
some other man?” 35 Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning at 
this Scripture, preached Jesus to him. 36 Now as they went down the 
road, they came to some water. And the eunuch said, “See, here is water. 
What hinders me from being baptized?” 37 Then Philip said, “If you 
believe with all your heart, you may.” And he answered and said, “I 
believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.” 38 So he commanded the 
chariot to stand still. And both Philip and the eunuch went down into the 
water, and he baptized him. 39 Now when they came up out of the water, 
the Spirit of the Lord caught Philip away, so that the eunuch saw him no 
more; and he went on his way rejoicing.”  

Last week we began this series on evangelism – which simply 
means sharing one’s faith with someone who is unsaved. But to most 
people the word “evangelism” causes us to think about a crusade 
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with someone like Billy Graham or some other noted Evangelist. A 
planned special event. The truth is, most evangelism does not happen 
that way at all! Most evangelism takes place in the normal activities 
of our day, seizing the opportunities, which are around us.  
 
 Today we are going to look at the life of Phillip as he shares the 
Good News of Jesus Christ to an Ethiopian eunuch. 
 
 Every ingredient in bring an individual to a saving knowledge 
of Jesus Christ is found in today’s text. There is first of all, the man 
who is lost. Second, there is the child of God who is obedient. Third, 
there is the Word of God, which is inspired. Fourth, there is the Holy 
Spirit who guides the entire situation.  
 
 First of all, I want you to call your attention to a man who is 
lost. Verse 27 tells us he was “an Ethiopian eunuch, an important official 
in charge of all the treasury of Candance, queen of the Ethiopians. This 
man had gone to Jerusalem to worship.” There are several facts about 
this man that will help us know him better. First, we notice he was 
very responsible. The Bible says he was “in charge of all the treasury of 
Candance, queen of the Ethiopians.” Therefore, he was a man of 
considerable stature and influence. He was great, wealthy, and 
influential, but he was lost! None of the things that gave him greatness 
in the eyes of men made him a child of God! 
 

All people, regardless of who they are or what their position of 
life may be, outside of Jesus Christ are lost and in need of a Savior. 
One of the tragedies of our present day is that we have disregarded the 
truth of Romans 3:23 that says, “For all have sinned and come short of 
the glory of God.” We need to rediscover that Romans 3:10 says, “There 
is none righteous, no, not one.” If you have never received Jesus 
Christ as your Savior, it doesn’t matter if you are in “Who’s Who” 
or listed in “Dunn and Bradstreet.” If you do not know Jesus as 
your Savior, you are lost in sin! If you died in that condition, you 
would spend eternity in a place of torment know as Hades or Hell. 
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This eunuch was a respectable man, a responsible man, and yet a lost 
man! 
 
 This scripture also shows us this man was a very religious 
person. Verses 27-28 reminds us, “This man had gone to Jerusalem to 
worship, and on his way home was sitting in his chariot reading the book 
of Isaiah the prophet.” He was probably a part of a group of Gentiles 
known as “God-fearers,” who wanted to know the true and living 
God of Israel, but because of the fact that he was a eunuch, he was 
not allowed to enter into the Temple, but had to stay in the outer 
court, the court of Gentiles. In other words, they did not want people 
like him in their Worship Services! 
 
 I wonder what he found when he went to Jerusalem to 
worship. He must have found elaborate buildings, an impressive 
ceremony, and a large group of worshipers. But he was also confronted 
with a dead, powerless religion. The Bible says he “had gone to 
Jerusalem to worship,” and yet, he was “on his way home” with the 
same hungry heart, and with the same unmet spiritual needs as when he 
left. 
 
 This man had gone seeking the Water of life, but returned 
thirsty. He had gone there to find the Bread of life, but returned 
starving. He had gone to find the “Way” to God, but he returned on that 
same old dusty road. He had gone to a place of worship seeking God, 
but he came back with no saving knowledge of God in his heart! It is 
not enough to have religion because it cannot save you. Religion is 
man reaching out toward God, but salvation is God reaching out to man! 
There is a vast difference in the two. I wonder if this man is typical 
of those who come to our modern-day Worship Services trying to find 
something for their souls? I wonder what people find when they walk 
into our Worship Services? 
 
 I know we have the latest technology, theatrical lighting, the 
newest sound equipment and great music! But I wonder if when 
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people leave or Worship Services, they feel like they have been in the 
presence of Holy God! I wonder if they feel like they have heard a great 
sermon of if they have heard a word from God. 
 
 I don’t know about you, but when I go to church, I want to feel 
something. I don’t want to hear a “sermonette” with a tricky title; I 
want to know I have been in the presence of God! I am not talking 
about an emotional spasm but a genuine experience in which my soul is 
confronted by the Word of God and awakened by the presence and 
power of the Holy Spirit!  
 We have seen a religious man who was lost, but you will also 
notice he was a very receptive man. Verse 28 tells us he “was sitting in 
his chariot reading the book of Isaiah the prophet.” Now this man just 
happens to have a copy of the Scriptures opened to one of the most 
prominent and clear prophecies about Jesus Christ in the Old 
Testament – Isaiah 53!! Why? Because God’s Word is the “bed-
rock,” the “foundation” of our faith! The Bible makes this truth very 
clear in Romans 10:17, “So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by 
the Word of God.” Paul says this in Romans 1:16, “For I am not 
ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation 
for everyone who believes.” 
  
 Ladies and gentlemen, it was no accident that at that very 
moment there was a man with a hungry heart and an open scripture, 
sitting in a chariot! Do you think that was just a coincidence? O no!! 
That, my friend, was a “divine appointment.”  You see, nobody is 
really ever just “saved out of the blue.” He was seeking to know the 
true and living God and God made the “appointment.” 
 
 Do you remember the time when Jesus sat down at Jacob’s 
well? At that precise moment, there was a woman who came out of 
the city of Samaria. If she had come a half hour earlier, or a half hour 
later, she may have missed the only time, as far as we know, that Jesus 
ever sat at that particular well. She came to draw water for the body, 
but Jesus gave her water for her soul. Child of God, there are NO 
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accidents with God! John 4:1-4 says, “Therefore,	 when	 the	 Lord	
knew	 that	 the	 Pharisees	 had	 heard	 that	 Jesus	 made	 and	 baptized	
more	disciples	than	John	(though	Jesus	Himself	did	not	baptize,	but	
His	 disciples),	 He	 left	 Judea	 and	 departed	 again	 to	 Galilee.	 But	 He	
needed	 to	 go	 through	 Samaria.”	 Long	 before	 Jesus	 met	 the	
“woman	at	 the	well,”	He	had	already	made	the	“appointment.”	
Glory	to	God!!	
	
	 Listen	to	me	carefully;	where	there	are	hungry	hearts,	God	
will	move	heaven	and	earth	to	give	the	Word	of	God	to	people	
who	want	to	hear	it!	
	
	 Second,	I	want	to	call	your	attention	to	a	child	of	God	who	is	
obedient.	 	 Verses	 26-27	 put	 it	 this	 way,	 “Now an angel of the Lord 
said to Philip, “Go south down the desert road that runs from Jerusalem 
to Gaza. So he started out, and on his way he met an Ethiopian 
eunuch…” If Phillip had not when he was instructed to go, he would 
have missed the opportunity to share the Gospel with this lost 
person. I wonder just how many opportunities we have missed because 
we did not obey God when He spoke to us about some individual!! 

Third, I want to call your attention to the Word of God, which 
is inspired. Verses 32-35 tell us, “The passage of Scripture he had been 
reading was this: “He was led like a sheep to the slaughter. And as a 
lamb is silent before the shearers, he did not open his mouth. He was 
humiliated and received no justice. Who can speak of his descendants? 
For his life was taken from the earth.” The eunuch asked Philip, “Tell 
me, was the prophet talking about himself or someone else?” So 
beginning with this same Scripture, Philip told him the Good News 
about Jesus.”  

Phillip took the eunuch by the hand and carried, by the way of 
Isaiah, to the foot of Calvary’s cross! He showed him Jesus in His 
humiliation, His crucifixion, His resurrection, and His exaltation. It is 
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true God uses human messengers to deliver His message, but He always 
uses His Word to “seal the deal.”  

Last of all, I want to call your attention to how the Holy Spirit 
reveals the truth about Christ. Look at verses 36-38, “Now as they went 
down the road, they came to some water. And the eunuch said, “See, 
here is water. Why shouldn’t I be baptized?” Then Philip said, “If you 
believe with all your heart, you may.” And he answered and said, “I 
believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.” So he commanded the 
chariot to stand still. And both Philip and the eunuch went down into the 
water, and he baptized him.” Now look at verse 39, “Now when they 
came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught Philip away, so 
that the eunuch saw him no more; and he went on his way rejoicing.” 
Phillip’s work there was done and the Ethiopian eunuch went home 
a child of the living God! 

Let me close with these words: God uses people to tell other 
people about Jesus Christ! God used a man to tell another man about 
the world’s most important Man, the Lord Jesus Christ. No matter 
whom you are, where you were saved, how you came to faith, there was 
someone or perhaps many some ones, God used to help bring you to a 
saving knowledge in Jesus Christ.  

My question today is this: Are you willing to be that person that 
God uses to keep someone from spending eternity in Hell? 

If you are not saved, why not today? 

Please stand for prayer. 

Father, 

Your Word is true. Give me the courage to make that call, to speak 
to that person, You have placed on my heart. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 


