
When God Is Silent

Luke 1:5-17

 Silence. Nothing but silence. God seems far away. You read. You pray. 
Nothing happens. Or at least you feel that way. You want to draw close to God, 
but He is beyond your reach. You can’t figure out where God is and why you 
don’t have the intimacy with Him that you long for. 

Your loved one was ill, and you prayed to God that there would be 
healing.  But nothing happened, and the loved one died.  You business was 
unraveling, and you prayed that God would help you to keep it together.  
Nothing happened, and the business went bankrupt.  You needed a job, and 
you asked God to help you find a job.  You are willing and desiring to work, 
and you did all that you could.  But still nothing happened, and no job came.  
You needed a relationship.  You were lonely, heartsick, and grief-stricken, and 
you longed for someone to share and to build a relationship. You asked God 
and you prayed. Nothing happened. And yet, some how you just knew that if 
God would respond, everything would be alright. But instead of some 
response, it seemed as if God was silent.

Have you ever been there? I have. 

It's discouraging, isn't it? And then, your mind starts racing and you 
wonder what you've done, why this silence swallows you. At times like these we 
must remember: God is not silent. He has spoken. Perhaps as I was, you are 
expecting something - an emotion, a feeling, a sense of His presence, a clear 
and definite answer to prayer - that God is not going to give you now. But rest, 
my friend. It will come. In His way. In His own timing. Just know that although 
right now you may not be hearing anything, and you may not be feeling 
anything, but He's there. He has given us this promise in Hebrews 13:5, “I will 
never leave you, nor forsake you.” God is with you. Don't stop listening for His 
voice. 

There is an interval of about four hundred years between the book of 
Malachi, the last book of the Old Testament, and the Gospels of the New 
Testament. And during that interval God's people had endured four hundred 
years of silence. For four long centuries, no prophet called out the word of the 
Lord; no one offered exhortation, warning, promises, or reassurance. During this 
time, Israel was trampled again from the north, this time by Antiochus 
Epiphanies, a man so despicable he would become the prototype of the 
Antichrist, the man of lawlessness yet to come. 



Silence. 

A valiant family, the Macabbeans, regained Israel's desecrated temple 
and consecrated it afresh. 

Silence. 

In 63 B.C., Pompey fulfilled Daniel's prophecy by conquering the land 
promised forever to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob and his descendants. 

Silence. 

Where was God? Why was He silent? Had He abandoned His people? No, 
He could not abandon them because He is God, and He keeps His covenants 
forever. He was silent because He had already warned them of what was 
coming, but they disregarded His Word. Even so, He was there. God is always 
there.  

Some said, "The Lord has forsaken us. The Lord has forgotten us." But the 
faithful knew this was impossible, because they knew God. They knew He 
kept His promises. So they clung to this knowledge even though the heavens 
seemed as brass. 

Then one day, quite unexpectedly, God broke His silence. The last days, 
which Isaiah, Daniel, and the other prophets of renown spoke about, had 
finally dawned, and God was about to speak to His people in a way He had 
never spoken to them before - through His Son. 

It happened in the sanctuary. Isn't that usually where we hear God's 
voice most clearly? In the place where we can come together to praise Him for 
His grace and goodness, where we worship Him for who He is, and where we 
honor Him as God by giving Him a portion of the day He has given us? 

There in the sanctuary, four hundred years of silence came to an end. 
But not with trumpets, nor with fanfare, nor with crackling lightning and 
booming claps of thunder that makes bodies jump and hearts race. 

Zacharias, a priest of the division of Abijah, was chosen by lot to burn 
incense in the temple of the Lord as prescribed by the Torah. When he entered 
the temple at the hour of the incense offering, the people gathered for prayer 
outside this imposing structure erected by Herod the Great, who was so 
named for the showy buildings he loved to erect. 



Inside, a veil separated Zacharias from the Holy of Holies, but there was 
no Shekinah glory on the other side. Not quite six hundred years earlier, just 
before the Babylonian invasion, Ezekiel the prophet had witnessed the holy 
cloud of God's presence leaving the sanctuary. God's form had not returned 
since, not even when the people meagerly rebuilt the temple in the days of Haggai. 
But even though the holy cloud was absent, even though the prophet Malachi 
had been the last to deliver a fresh word from heaven, Zacharias would do his 
duty; he would keep the Law. 

The holy fire was in the incense pan when Zacharias suddenly realized 
he was not alone. Only one priest was to perform this ritual, the Law declared, 
not two. But there to the right of the altar stood another. Fear gripped Zacharias 
as the deafening silence of four hundred years was broken by the angel of the 
Lord. Look at verses 13-17 again, “Do not be afraid, Zacharias, for your petition 
has been heard, and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you will give him 
the name John. You will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth. 
For he will be great in the sight of the Lord, and he will drink no wine or liquor; 
and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit while yet in his mother's womb. And he 
will turn back many of the sons of Israel to the Lord their God. It is he who will go 
as a forerunner before Him in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of 
the fathers back to the children, and the disobedient to the attitude of the righteous; 
so as to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.” 

For years, Zacharias and Elizabeth had petitioned God for a child. 
Month after month, year after year, the shame of "barren Elizabeth" had 
grown. Elizabeth and Zacharias both knew that the Lord opens and shuts the 
womb. They had prayed and cried out to God, yet He had remained silent. 
They knew that the gift of a child was not impossible for God, because they 
believed the words of Jeremiah 32:17, when he reminding them that “Nothing is 
too difficult for (God).” No doubt they had wondered if God had truly heard 
their prayers. They must have wondered if He really cared about them. They 
must have wondered why He would not give them a child. After all, children had 
been part of God's plan since the Garden of Eden!  

The years passed, and their hope waned until it was gone, as dead now 
as Elizabeth's womb. After all, women Elizabeth's age did not bear children. 

But now! Now God is ready to speak, after all these years of silence! And 
what He has to say, He will say to one man. One man and his wife. A couple who, 
as verse 6 tells us, despite God's silence, despite unanswered prayer, despite public 



ridicule because of her barrenness, had remained "righteous in the sight of God, 
walking blamelessly in all the commandments and requirements of the Lord." 

I wonder today of you are or have been where Elizabeth and Zacharias 
were before God broke His silence. Maybe all seems hopeless to you. And I 
know, in your heart, you are wondering why?  

And I must to honest with you today – I do not have an answer. But I 
believe God has given me this message to bring you hope.  Because in the life of 
Elizabeth and Zacharias God was about to do something for them that was far 
greater than they ever could have imagined.  

The son that Elizabeth would bear would be the fulfillment of God's last 
promises through the prophet Malachi. Their son - their son - would be 
Messiah's forerunner. He - their son - would make ready a people prepared for 
the Lord! Who could have ever dreamed such a thing? 

Therefore, the question of today is this: what should we do when God is 
silent? What are we supposed to do when the storms of life seem to roll in and 
the howling winds of doubt assail us? When we pray and God does not respond 
they way we desire, he does not respond the way we want him to respond, what 
should we do?  

First, we need to remember that He loves us.  God reminds us in Jeremiah 
31:3, “I have loved you with an everlasting love.”  Listen and remember this, 
even though God may seem to be silent in your life and even though he may 
seem to be unresponsive to your prayers at this specific time in the way you 
have prayed them, never doubt the fact that God loves you. He loves you.  He 
loves you the way you are.  He loves you with all of your warts and freckles, 
with your doubts and your failures.  Oh yes, He loves you alright!  And He 
loves you with an unconditional love.

So whatever you are going through today, you can be confident in the 
fact that God loves you. And allow the knowledge of his love to bring you 
comfort and you “walk by faith and not by sight.”

Second, we need to be submissive to His authority. Romans 12:1 reads like 
this from the Message, “Take your everyday, ordinary life -- your sleeping, eating, 
going-to-work, and walking-around life - and place it before God as an offering." 

I have found, in my life, that one of the hardest things to do when God 
seems to be silent and unresponsive, is simply to be submissive and wait. We 



really want to leave everything in God's hands, but the daily reality of that 
eludes many of us. And the truth of the matter is this: we simply cannot fulfill 
God's greatest purpose for us without surrendering our will and life to him. 

You see, surrender is not just a one time thing. It begins the moment we 
agree to make Jesus Christ our Savior and it continues as we increasingly 
grant him lordship over all areas of life including our family, ministry, 
finances, home, spiritual growth and more. And I can tell you today, surrender is 
one of the greatest challenges of faith you will face as you wait for God to break 
the silence in your life.  Why?  Because we really want to take matters into our 
own hands. 

Lastly, keep your faith in the our unfailing God. Hebrews 11:6 reminds us 
that “Without faith it is impossible to please (God)…” Faith is the bedrock  of all 
of life, the solid foundation that not only wins the favor of God, but also keeps 
us anchored through those times of challenge and difficulties of life. And 
Hebrews 11:1 tells us that “…faith is the substance of things hoped for, the 
evidence of things not seen.” 

There are two things that we have been told here in Hebrews 11:1.  First, 
“faith is the substance of things hoped for.”  Faith is so real that it is actually called 
“substance.”  In other words, faith is not some mystical, cloudy, unrealistic, 
something beyond our reach.  Your faith provides you with the confidence that 
you are the holder of the “substance.”

Second, faith is “the evidence of things not seen.”  The New American 
Standard Bible says, “…the conviction of things not seen.”  In other words, 
although you do not physically see what you have been praying for, it is your 
“faith” that gives you the “conviction” that God is still in control of your life. 
That means you don’t need to start having yourself a “pity party.”  That means 
you can get your focus off yourself and get it back on the promises of God.  
That means you can stand on the Word and rejoice that it is true although you 
do not have any visible, tangible proof!

And when you understand that truth, you can relax is the truth of Romans 
8:28, “And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, 
to them who are the called according to his purpose.” 

Satan is working to destroy us.  Satan is working to defeat us.  But God 
is always working to bring what is best for us. Even when grief and despair and 
disappointment come into our experience.  And it will for all of us, because 
that is a part of the human experience.  Life must end in death for us unless 



Jesus returns.  There is going to be grief associated with that.  There will be 
many things that we do not understand.  But please understand this: you can 
trust God to get you through it.

Listen to me today – the storm will pass, the darkness will face, and the 
sun will shine because God is God.  

If you have never been saved, why not come to Christ today?

Everyone please stand for prayer.

Father, 

I confess that Your Word is true.  I also confess that Your way and Your 
timing is always right.  Help me to praise You in spite of my circumstance, because 
I realize that You love for me is greater than anything that I might face in this life.   
In Jesus’ name. Amen.


