
Vision #7 
My Vision 

Proverbs 29:18 

 "If you can dream it, you can do it," promises a sign at the Epcot Center. 
Our dreams are the first step in defining effective ministry. In the Church of 
Jesus Christ, visionary leadership are those people gifted with holy 
imagination and the faith to act on their dreams.   

 How do people with a clear and defined vision act? Visionaries are 
nicked by thorns but still smell to roses. Visionaries get sand in their shoes but 
still hear the ocean's surf. Visionaries are soaked by rain but still anticipate 
rainbows.  Visionaries can see an ordinary church but still sense the mighty 
hand of God causing it to become a mighty force for the cause of Christ.  

Dreams create leaders; persons without a focus in life must settle for 
following the visionaries. The writer was right that said, "Neither man nor nation 
can exist without a sublime idea."  Hebrews 11:1 says, "Now faith is being sure of 
what we hope for and being certain of what we do not see." Churches without a 
vision of ministry are usually ineffective and vulnerable. Therefore, in order 
for us to move to a higher level in our walk with God and to achieve greater 
things for His glory, we must have a vision. Leaders need a vision of future 
possibilities. As a church we need a commanding force in our lives.  

Our dreams and visions start with our imagination and perception. Our 
imagination is a God given ability. Einstein said, "Imagination is more important 
than knowledge." Napoleon said, "Imagination rules the world." There is 
tremendous power in your dreams and in your imagination and in your 
creativity. Everybody needs a dream for life. If you do not have a dream you are 
not really living, you are just existing. If our church does not have a dream we 
are not going very far for the cause of Christ.  

Our dreams determine and define our lives.  Why? Because dreams and 
visions give meaning and purpose and clarification to life. It describes our hopes 
for ourselves and for those around us.  Our vision becomes our passion, our 
magnetic pull, our spiritual and emotional glue, and our ownership of and stake 
in a cause. That is why the Bible tells is in Proverbs 29:18, "Where there is no 
vision, the people perish."   

 Our visions need to be clear and precise because they describe our 
purpose and set our direction for life and ministry. Therefore, our vision must 
be large enough to stretch our faith and at the same time motivate us to 
achieve the end results. 
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 John Stuart Mill stated, "One person with a belief is equal to the force of 
ninety-nine who have only interests." Why is it so necessary for a church to have 
a pastor with a vision?   

First of all, a vision is more caught than        taught. With no vision the 
church and pastor tend to drift along together, accomplishing very little to 
nothing, and making the same mistakes over and over.  

Second, a church with no vision usually fights brushfires. Some churches 
move from crisis to crisis. They settle for solving problems. Their Business 
Meetings become battlegrounds and their members usually are the ones who 
get wounded.  

Third, a church with no vision follows fads. Our culture seems to be on 
an eternal quest for the new and the improved. Salespersons claim "new" is a 
"power word." Without a stabilizing vision, churches may become fad followers 
too.  Their leaders wander aimlessly in search of a new program or a different 
idea or a fresh gimmick.  

Fourth, a church with no vision is doomed to repeat the past. These are 
those churches that are tied to tradition. Their preachers preach the same 
sermons and try to implement the same old programs year after year. When 
confronted with an innovation, they quote the familiar seven last words of the 
church: "We've never done it this way before."  

I would not be totally honest with you if I did not tell you that there is a 
price to pay for being a visionary. What are the costs of becoming a visionary 
leader - a leader with a dream?  There is no better example to use to answer that 
question than Abraham, as seen in Hebrews 11:8-10, "By faith Abraham obeyed 
when he was called to go out to the place which he would receive as an 
inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going. By faith he dwelt 
in the land of promise as in a foreign country, dwelling in tents with Isaac and 
Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise; for he waited for the city which has 
foundations, whose builder and maker is God."   

First of all, visionary leaders must be willing to live in transition. Our 
ministry is always unfolding, always lived in the interim between the times.  
Every victory is a new starting point. Some would-be leaders can’t be visionaries 
because they insist on having their lives cut-and-dried. Hebrews 11:9 reminds 
us that Abraham "lived as an alien in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, 
dwelling in tents." 

Second, visionary leaders experience threat and strain on their 
important relationships. The same vision that puts fire in the dreamer's belly 
may give others acid indigestion. The convictions that visionaries are willing to 

Page �2



put their ministries and reputations on the line for are merely interesting topics of 
gossip for those with no vision.  These differences may stress friendships to the 
breaking point.  

Abraham and Lot parted company. Lot had traveled a long way with 
Abraham.  But Lot had no vision of God's city and was willing to settle for short-
term gains. The "Lot mentality" short-circuited the relationship between the 
adventurer and the bored plodder.  It still does today!  

Fourth, visionary leaders remain dissatisfied with the institutions and 
cities human beings establish. There was only one city on Abraham's heart and 
mind. The city where God was the "architect and builder." Those people with a 
vision are never satisfied with the "status quo"! 

 In light of what I have already shared with you about visionary 
leadership, I want to take just a few minutes to share with you the vision that 
God has given me for this great and godly church.  

As we move ever closer to the Second Coming of Christ, we cannot, we 
must not, and by God’s grace we will not stand by and do nothing for the cause 
of Christ. My vision for Mountain Grove is that we will be known for the 
following things. Not for our buildings. Not for our great and wonderful 
programs. Not for our awesome music. Not for our preaching.  

The first thing that I want Mountain Grove to be known for is the fact 
that we love people just the way they are.  My heart's desire is that people will 
say, "Have you heard about Mountain Grove Church? That's the church were they 
accept people unconditionally. Anybody can go to that church. It doesn't matter 
what color your skin is. It doesn't matter how much money you have. It doesn't 
matter what kind of past you have lived. You don't have to have it all together. All 
you have to do is to show up with a desire for God to do something in your life."  

 It is sad that in many churches, acceptance is based on performance - 
how you look, what you give, how you dress, what kind of car you drive, what 
your income is, what kind of life-style you maintain. Listen carefully to this 
statement, if people cannot find unconditional acceptance in church, where 
else are they going to find it?  You cannot help somebody change until first you 
accept him or her as they are! God loves you just like you are, but He loves you 
too much to let you stay that way! He will help you change. But He takes you 
just like you are!  

Second, I want Mountain Grove to be known as a place where people 
can come and find encouragement in the midst of their struggles. There is 
enough bad news in the world.  The last thing you need to do is to come to 
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church and hear more bad news.  I am committed to the Good News. I am 
committed to building a church where we emphasize the positive, where we 
build each other up rather than tearing each other down.  I'm committed to 
building a church that does not waste time criticizing or arguing about the fact that 
all of us do not agree on a lot of minor details.  I am committed to building a 
church where the major is on the Lordship of Jesus Christ, the inerrancy of the 
Word of God, and the fresh anointing of Holy Spirit power that is available to 
every child of God!  

Third, I want Mountain Grove to be known as the kind of church where 
people forgive each other freely. Where we do not kick people out when they 
do something wrong or when they stumble and make a mistake and fall flat on 
their face. I am committed to building a church where they do not shoot their 
wounded, but where we are committed to the ministry of restoration.  

Four, I want Mountain Grove to be known as a place where people can 
get godly counseling that is designed to respond effectively to the concerns of 
individual families to help solve their problems of living, working, and 
personal growth in a manner that is consistent with Christian growth. 
Counseling that is committed to the concept that people are capable of dealing 
constructively with their problems if they first seek God's help and are given 
the opportunity of understanding themselves, their relationships and their 
personal circumstances more clearly.  Because we care, we have counselors 
ready to help in any way we can to give you are clearer focus concerning God's 
will for your life.  

But most of all, I want Mountain Grove to be known as a church where 
people are committed to sharing Christ with everybody in this area. I am 
committed to building a church that understands that is why we exist and that 
is why we get bigger and that is why we give sacrificially to offerings because 
the love of Christ compels us. In the next five years I am committed to seeing 
more lost people coming to a saving knowledge of Christ than any five years gone 
by! In addition to that, I am committed to sending preachers, teachers and 
missionaries across this nation and around the world to share the Good News 
of Jesus Christ. It is for that reason that I challenge all our members to 
develop a deliberate attitude toward sharing your faith with friends and 
relatives.  

Ladies and gentlemen, we have been in some exciting times in previous 
years. We have seen our Lord work miracle after miracle, blessing after 
blessing on us, but I believe we are entering the greatest challenge and 
opportunity we have ever had. I stand before you today to proclaim that the vision 
that God has given me will come to pass because I stand on the promise of 
Philippians 1:6, "Being confident of this very thing, that he who hath begun a good 
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work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ."  I stand on the promise 
of Jesus in Mark 11:24, "Therefore, I say unto you, Whatever things you desire, 
when you pray, believe that you receive them, and you shall have them." This not 
a time for the faint-hearted or the weak-willed. It is a time to have our faith 
stretched. It is a time to be a part of God's Kingdom enterprise. It is the time to 
run the rest of our lives. Time is short and the need is great. This is our day to 
invest in eternity! And on the authority of the Word of God, I confess to you 
that God will fulfill the promises of His Word, and I will see my dreams for 
this church fulfilled!  Therefore, buckle your seat belts as we move beyond our 
comfort zone.  

I have no doubt that God is positioning Mountain Grove Church to 
launch into some totally new opportunities. As we seek to go to new heights it 
will require our deepest dedication and participation. It will demand a higher 
level of prayer, servanthood, and giving than we have ever engaged in. 

I am reminded of the promise found in Ephesians 3:20-21, "Now all glory to 
God, who is able, through his mighty power at work within us, to accomplish 
infinitely more than we might ask or think. Glory to him in the church and in Christ 
Jesus through all generations forever and ever!” Listen church, whatever our 
dreams might be, God is greater! I don’ know all that our Lord is up to, but 
the things I do know are so fascinating that I can hardly imagine the other 
doors He will open as we walk by faith. But I do know this; it is going to take all 
of us to share the opportunities!   

Twenty-eight years have passed since I came to be the pastor of this 
great church. It seems like only yesterday, but it only takes a moment for me 
to remind myself of the great men and women of faith in this church who have 
encouraged us by their godly lives and unselfish prayers, by their unconditional 
love and friendship, that has led to the many victories that God has given us 
through the years. And yet, I have no doubt that the most incredible period in the 
life of our beloved church is still ahead of us!  

If this is the kind of church that you would like to be a part of, then I 
invite you to join us for this great adventure that lies ahead! 

If you are not saved, why to come to Christ in this very service, and become 
a part of what God is doing here? 
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Everyone please stand for prayer. 

Father, 

In the Name of Jesus, I pray and confess that the Spirit of the Lord rests 
upon this fellowship with the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of 
knowledge, and the fear of the Lord.   

Father, I know that You have anointed and qualified this church to preach the 
gospel to the meek, the poor, the wealthy and the afflicted.  You have sent us to 
bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the physical and spiritual 
captives, and to open the prisons and the eyes of those who are bound.   

Father, as we continue to see Your hand at work, keep us in Your will and 
true to Your Word.  In Jesus' name. Amen.
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