
Vision #5 
Persistence & Determination 

Hebrews 10:23 

  As we continue in the series that I have entitled "Capturing Your 
Vision,” I want to encourage you to determine to hold on to those God-given 
dreams and desires and thoughts and goals that are deep within your heart. 
And although Satan tries to use the circumstances in life, and the obstacles we 
face, to push our dreams aside. I want to challenge you today to never let go of 
your dreams. Never give up. Be determined. God can see to it that your dreams 
and those desires come to pass. 

We must realize that God is the one that put those dreams and desires 
there. I believe they are the start of getting us to the place that God wants us 
to be in order for Him to bless our lives personally and our church 
corporately. That is why He puts them there.  

As your pastor, God has given me a new challenge me that we need to 
make a difference for the kingdom of God. What we do for God we must do 
now. Time is short. The hour is late. And I am convinced that we are living in 
the last days of life, as we know it. We need to chase our dreams and not just sit 
back in our comfort zones or we are never going to be all God wants us to be.   

The Bible talks in the book of Philippians about pressings toward the 
mark of the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. It is time to stir 
up that gift that is deep within you. 

Our text challenges us to "hold fast the profession of our faith without 
wavering, for he is faithful that promised." I believe the key to our spiritual 
success is determination. Holding fast to your dreams. Holding fast to the 
promises of God. Holding fast to what God has told you. Knowing that it can 
come to pass. 

The Bible teaches us that God has made a way for all of us to overcome. 
He has made a way for us to be victorious. But it is up to us; it is not up to Him. 
God has already done His part. It is up to us to hold fast to the things that 
God has told us. To be determined. 

The Greek word translated "hold fast" is a compound word that means, to 
"hold on with force the profession of our faith." Holy God is telling us to take a 
firm grip and pull it deep down into your heart. You see, the Holy Spirit knew 
that there would be things in life that would try to steal our dreams. He knew 
there would be things that try to take away our dreams. Maybe it’s time; maybe 
it’s circumstances; maybe it’s obstacles we have to overcome. Therefore, God 
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says to “hold on,” take a firm grip and pull it deep within your heart. Never let 
go of your dreams.  

When I was growing up in Alabama we had a rope tied on a tree limb 
that hung out over a creek. And we would take that rope and back up as far as 
we could go and get a running start and swing as high as we could get out over 
the creek. You had to hold on to that rope with all of your strength or you fall off 
into the shallow water where to tree roots were growing and sticking out of the 
water. You had to grab it with force. 

And I like to think of our dreams and our desires as if we are holding on 
to a big old rope. And we are just pulling it down deep into our heart. But the 
good news is that there is somebody else on the other end of that rope making sure 
that you do not fail. Do you see what I mean? And God is telling us to take care 
of our end because He has His end under control. 

And there are some of us here today that just need to reach up and get a 
new firm grip on the things God. We need to get a better grip on our faith, a 
better grip on the promises of God, and we need to pull it down deep within 
our heart.  

I am convinced that the time has come for us to draw our line in the 
sand and let Satan know that we are more determined than he is.  That we are 
not going to play his silly little games any more. That we are going to be people 
of faith and character for the cause of Jesus Christ. That we are no longer going 
to do business as usual in this church, because we have a vision of greater 
things for the glory of God!  

I am praying that God will cause your dreams to become a burning 
desire down deep in the innermost recesses of our life. That it will be 
something that you live for, you breathe for. Folks, I am not talking about 
something you just pray for one week and three weeks later you forget about it. 
No, I am talking about those things that are deep down within your heart. And 
our attitude about those is that we live for them, we breathe for them. We 
pursue them; we go after these dreams. Show the devil we are more determined 
than he is. Never let go. 

There are many principles of God that we need to learn. But I am 
convinced that what most of us need to learn is to be determined. We need to 
never give up. We need to reach up today and take a firm grip on to the 
promises of God. We need to be determined to live by faith and not by sight. We 
need to be determined to hold on no matter what the circumstances look like. We 
need to be determined to keep trusting God for our miracle. 
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I have been in the ministry for almost 50 years, and I have been the 
pastor of this church for over 28 years, and there has never been a time in my 
ministry that I have such an excitement in my life as I have today. And do you 
know what I think? I think God has ignited a fire in my life, in this church, and in 
every one of us. Do you know what fire is? Fire is a consuming force. Once it is 
ignited, it will intensify and grow if it has the right properties around it, like fuel 
and oxygen. And I believe that when we become born again, God puts dreams 
and desires into our heart. And they are like a little fire just waiting to be 
fanned by our faith.  

And some people go for a month or two or six months or a year with just 
that little flame. And the tragedy is that some people go for a whole lifetime 
and that little flame never changes. And one day something happens, you hear a 
song or a sermon, and your heart becomes sensitive to the fact that God has His 
hands on your life. And somehow you just know that the Holy Spirit is causing 
you start reaching out to your dreams. And you know that is what God really 
wants you to do. 

But I want you to do understand that is not enough just to feel the tug of 
God on your life; you have got to add some fuel to your fire. If you are going to 
learn to walk by faith, then you have to have some fuel for the fire! And do you 
know what the fuel is? The fuel is the Word of God. How do I know? Because the 
Bible says in Romans 10:17 says, "So, then, faith comes by hearing, and hearing 
by the word of God." It is important to find the scriptures concerning what you 
are believing God for. Why? You are drawing faith into your spirit. And as you 
do, you are adding fuel to the fire.  

The Bible says meditate in God’s word day and night. And maybe some 
of you are believing God to come out of a financial problem. Then you need to 
meditate on Philippians 4:19 that promises that, "My God supplies all your needs 
according to his riches in glory." Do you know what will happen? That little 
flame will start to grow. And it is not going to be long before you will be 
overcome with your dream, with your desire, and then you will step out in faith. 
And when you step out in faith you are going to see the supernatural power of 
God begin to work in your own life. But it is when we add fuel to the fire. 

Let me encourage you to get a pen and paper and start writing out what 
you are believing God for. And out to the side of your dream write down the 
biblical promises that you are standing on. And the put that sheet of paper in your 
Bible. And as you read your Bible during the day or as you come to church 
meditate on those scriptures that relate to your dream, just write them down. 
And before long you will have digested those scriptures down deep in your 
spirit and the devil will never be able to put that flame out of your life.  
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Listen to Hebrews 3:6, "Hold fast and firm to the end the confidence we 
have in Christ." 1 Corinthians 15:58 says, "Be steadfast, unmovable always 
abounding in the work of the Lord." 

Do you know Jesus knew that it would be easy to give up? I am 
convinced He knew. He told several parables about being determined, about never 
giving up, about holding on to your dream. In Luke 18:1-5 is the story of this 
widow woman. He said this widow woman went to this judge and this judge 
was an unjust judge. He neither feared God nor respected man. And this little 
widow woman went to him and, "Judge, I need some help. Somebody has done me 
some wrong. Somebody has given me a lot of trouble. I need some legal protection 
from my opponent. I need you to help me, Judge." But you know what that 
Judge said? He said, "I am not going to rule on that. Get out of my courtroom. I 
don’t care about you, lady. You go ahead and get out of here." And Jesus went on 
to tell us that little widow woman did not give up. She was so determined. She 
was so persistent. She was so insistent. She went back day after day after day and 
pled her case. Remember Jesus is telling this story.  

And finally, that judge got so fed up with this lady coming back, he said, 
"Lady, you are going to drive me crazy. I am going to give you the answer. I am 
going to give you the answer you need, not because I want to, not because I like 
you, not because you are good. I am going to do it because of your intolerable 
annoyance." She never gave up. The Bible talks about a shameless persistence. 

How persistent and how insistent, and how determined are we going to 
be? Are we going to stop every time we have one little obstacle? My answer to 
that is, “No! We have come to far to turn back now!” We have got to hold fast, 
take a firm grip. 

After Jesus told that parable, the very next verse He asked a question to 
all the people there. And I want to ask it to you too. He said, "Am I going to 
find this kind of persistence and this kind of determination in you?" Jesus asked 
that audience right there, if you will read the parable. He looked at them and 
said are you going to be persistent? Are you going to be persistent? Ladies and 
gentlemen, God knew that we were going to have many chances to give up. 
That is why I am encouraging you to hold on, do not let anybody or anything 
tell you that your dream cannot come to pass. Don’t let anything. 

I know some of you say, "Bro. Cliff, you just don’t know my situation. I am 
overwhelmed with problems. I have all kinds of things going wrong with me." 
Well listen; let me give you a scripture. The Bible says when the enemy comes 
in like a flood, the Spirit of God raises up a standard against it. God will see 
you through. 
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Some of you say, "Bro. Cliff, I am just not qualified. I am not educated. I 
don’t have the right stuff." Listen, God said that He chose the foolish things of 
this world to confound the world, the foolish things to confound the world. 
And sometimes we say, "Bro. Cliff, I have lived a bad life. I have cheated. I have 
lied. I have done a lot wrong. You are talking about stuff for good people." Now, 
listen very carefully to what I am going to say right here. God is not interested 
in where you have come from; He is interested in where you are going.  

Listen to this scripture, "Therefore if any man be in Christ…" The key is 
getting in Christ. "…He will be a new creature. Old things are passed away and 
behold, all things have become new."  We have got to go on with God and forget 
our failures, forget the past Nothing is too difficult for our God.  

But if we just stay in that little comfort zone, we do not need God’s 
supernatural power. We need to step out and chase our dreams and follow 
after the things of God. 

If you are not saved, why not today? 

Everyone please stand for prayer. 

Father, 
Give me the faith to believe and the determination to stand on Your Word for 

my life.  Give me the courage to fan the flame of faith that I might get a new grip 
on the things of God for my life.  In Jesus' name. Amen.
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