
Vision #4 
What to Learn in the Dark Hours 

Psalm 30:1-5 
  

We are continuing in the series of messages that I have entitled, 
"Capturing Your Dreams." We have seen that God’s put dreams and desires in 
every one of us. Dreams are between you and God. They are personal. In fact, 
your dreams and/or desires just might sound foolish to someone else. They are 
not for everybody. They are just for you.   

But what I have been feeling in my spirit is that we have to stir up the 
gift that is within us. We have got to press on. Psalm 37:4 says, "If you delight 
yourself in the Lord he will give you the desires of your heart." The Amplified 
Version says, "the secret petitions of your heart."  

But what I want to focus on today is that even though God has promised 
us that He will bring our dreams to pass. Just because He’s promised that 
does not mean that we are not going to face struggles and difficulties and 
challenges in our life. We all know that life is a fight. Paul talked about fighting 
the “good fight of faith.” And I would love to tell you that you are never going 
to have a problem when you give your life to God. But that is not true? The devil 
is the god of this world. And as a child of God we are on foreign territory. He 
does not want any of us to see our dreams fulfilled. But God does.  

Once more, let me remind you of Psalms 4:1 where David says, "Hear me 
when I call, O God of my righteousness, you have enlarged me when I was in 
distress." I want to call your attention to that phrase: "you have enlarged me when I 
was in distress." 

What I want to talk to you about today is your difficult times, your 
storms of life, and even when things are not going good. I want to talk about 
how God can enlarge your dream, how He can enlarge your vision, how He 
can enlarge your confidence, your strength, and your commitment to Him. 
Please understand that the walk of faith is not a walk that does not include 
adversities. The walk of faith often includes struggles and difficulties that we all 
have to face. And what I want you to see today is that God will use what you 
go through to bring you out stronger and greater, with a greater commitment 
toward Him. He is using that to build your character. I don’t believe for one 
moment that God sends the storm. But I believe God will take what the enemy 
sent and He will turn it around and He will get some good out of it. 

Listen to the promise Jesus made in John 16:33, “These things I have spoken 
to you, that in Me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation; but 
be of good cheer, I have overcome the world.” The Greek reads like this, “Here on 



earth you will have many trials and sorrows. But take heart, because I have 
overcome the world.” 

Child of God, when the storm comes it is not the time to blame God and 
whine and cry and say, "Why me God?" and get bitter. It is time to get stronger. It 
is time to be more devoted to God, to turn your attention toward God. You see 
many times, the struggle is what gives us strength.  

I am convinced that in the life of every believer there will come a time 
when Satan is going to offer you a golden opportunity to walk away from the 
things of God. He will use some circumstance, some situation in your life, as an 
excuse for you to turn your back on the things of God and follow the ways of 
the world. And that is why the decisions that we make in trouble are so very 
important. In the struggles of life, the decisions that you make are very, very 
critical. 

When the storms of life hit you and your family, you will have to make 
the choice between bitter and better. The storms of life will either make you 
better or bitter. As your pastor, I beg you do not get bitter. I have seen people get 
bitter. And I am telling you bitterness will destroy you. Jesus spoke often about 
forgiving one another. He said this in Matthew 6:14-15, “If you forgive those who 
sin against you, your heavenly Father will forgive you. But if you refuse to forgive 
others, your Father will not forgive your sins.” That, my friend, is a powerful 
statement?  

So in the time of trouble, don’t blame God. Don’t whine and cry. Turn 
your attention toward God. Realize that He could be bringing you into a whole 
new level of commitment and wisdom. 

What I want you to see is in your struggle, in your difficulty; do not run 
away from God. Use your adversity as a stepping-stone to get you closer into 
God. This is such an important truth.  

Let me say it again - I do not believe God sends it; but many times the 
storm can be catalyst to get us out of our complacency, and to get us more to 
where God wants us to be.  

But what I want you to see is in your darkest hour, in some of your deepest 
hours of distress, God is simply preparing a miracle just for you.  

And so, I just want to encourage you today. What has been on my heart 
is through the struggle (and we all go through them) realize that God is taking 
you maybe to a whole new level in your Christian walk, maybe to a whole new 
area in your commitment. And the worst thing you can do is to cry and blame 



God. Turn your attention toward God. God will use anything that the devil 
sends and He will get good out of it. The struggle is what gives us strength many 
times.  

I know you have heard the story about a little butterfly in a cocoon 
probably a hundred times, but it just fits right here so well. One time a mom 
and her little boy were out in the back yard and they were looking at this little 
butterfly. And the little butterfly was struggling to get out of this cocoon. It was so 
hard and it was so difficult for him. And the little boy was just so impatient. 
Only his head was out. He was trying to get his wings out of the cocoon. But he 
could not seem to do it. And it was just taking so long. This little boy said, "Mom 
can’t we help it? Can’t we make it easy on that butterfly?" But he did not realize 
that that’s not the way God had ordained it. And all of us, most of the time, 
want a “quick fix” from God. God, we are in trouble, come zap me with your 
magic wand. But I think, many times God wants to take us to a new level in 
our commitment. He wants us to turn our focus completely toward Him. He 
wants to spend more time in studying His Word. Will the struggle cause you to be 
better and stronger, or are you just going to cry and pout in the midst of 
struggle? 

 It is not always easy; but sometimes it is the struggle that gives us 
strength. And finally, that little boy talked his mom into opening up the 
cocoon. And she opened it up with a little knife, but the little butterfly could not 
fly. The little boy did not realize that God has ordained that through the 
struggle of coming out of the cocoon the butterfly would push and strain his 
wings and through that struggle is where he would get his strength to fly. And 
many times it is the same way with us. If we are going to become strong, 
sometimes we are going to have to fight through the circumstances of life. And, if 
in our struggles, we turn our attention more focused toward God, when we 
come out of it, God is going to have enlarged our vision, enlarged our dream, 
and enlarged us in our time of distress. 

You know David was a tremendous example in the Old Testament. 
David lived quite an adventurous life. But, I want to draw your attention to a 
story about when he lived in Ziklag. He had gathered around him 600 men that 
were in debt, discouraged, and discontented. And he molded them into a 
mighty army. And they made their home in the city of Ziklag. And that is where 
their wives and families lived. And for several years Ziklag was the home base 
for David’s army as they defended the borders of Israel. 

But the Bible gives an account of one certain day they were coming 
home from a three-day’s journey. They had been gone three days and they 
were coming home to Ziklag, all the 600 guys. David was only 29 years old. And 
I can imagine these 600 men coming home and they are thrilled. They have 



just been through another victory. And they get maybe 10 miles away from 
Ziklag and they look up over the horizon and they see some black smoke. And I 
am sure their mood changed a little bit. Now all of a sudden they are a little 
solemn. They are wondering, "What is happening over there? That looks like it is 
coming from our city." And as they go on, maybe the pace picks up a little bit. 
And they get closer and they get 2 or 3 miles away and they realize that that is 
coming exactly from where their city was, the city of Ziklag. They take off 
running to the city. And the Bible gives an account of what they saw. It was a 
horrible sight. Some Amalekite raiders had come in and destroyed the city. 
They kidnapped the women and children. And they had taken all the possessions 
they wanted and the rest of the stuff they burned. 

It was a dark hour in David’s life. Surely, it must have been one of the 
darkest hours. His home was burned, his possessions were gone and his family 
was kidnapped. I mean we have problems, but I don’t think any of us have 
problems like that. And the bible says that David and the men wept until they 
could weep no more. And to make David’s problems worse, his 600 men began to 
talk about him. They said, "Why did David bring us out here? Why did David have 
us leave our city unprotected? It’s David’s fault." And the bible says they talked 
about stoning David. In David’s darkest hours now his friends turned against 
him. The same men that he had molded into a mighty army have turned against 
him. It was the hour of distress. But the decisions that we make in trouble are 
so very important. And David offers us a great example. His family was gone. 
His parents were gone. All the people he loved were gone. His own friends 
turned against him. But the bible says that David “encouraged himself” in the 
Lord his God.  

It is so important in the hour of distress, not to be mad and bad mouth 
God. Instead the Bible says that we are to use that as a time of encouragement. 
Encourage yourself if you have nobody else to help you encourage yourself in the 
Lord your God. 

And I don’t know that this is what happened. But it could have 
happened that David - maybe he found his harp somehow. And he went over 
amidst the ruins in Ziklag, away from everybody else, and he got alone–just 
between him and God. He made a new commitment to God. He did not start bad 
mouthing God. Do you know what I believe he did? I believe he began to sing 
the praises of God. I believe he began to sing how great and how awesome his 
God was. I mean, maybe he sang Psalm 34; "I will bless the Lord at all times. His 
praise shall continually be in my mouth." He said, "Oh magnify the Lord with me. 
Let us exalt his name together. I sought the Lord and he heard me and he delivered 
me from all of my fears." Do you see the example David set? In the worst time of 
his life, in his greatest hour of distress, I believe he got alone and began to sing, “O 
Lord my God! When I in awesome wonder Consider all the worlds Thy hand have 



made, I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder, Thy power throughout the universe 
displayed.” He knew God was going to bring him through. He knew God was 
going to bring him through with a larger vision, with a greater commitment. 
He knew the power of his God.  And I think that is why he could write, "I will 
praise the Lord at all times; I will bless the Lord at all times." I am telling you 
folks; it drives the devil crazy to praise God in the midst of a storm.  

  
 David says, "Oh magnify the Lord." Do you know what magnify means? 
Magnify means "to make bigger or to enlarge in perspective." When you magnify 
something, you don’t change its reality; you change your perception of its 
reality in your life. So if you magnify your problems, you are not changing how 
big they are, you are changing your perception of how big they are. When you 
magnify God, you are not changing how big He is; you are changing how you 
perceive Him. And it is so important in the storms of life to magnify God and 
not to magnify your problems. 

And you know it is interesting because the Word of the Lord came to 
David. And He said, "I want you to go attack." In David’s darkest hour, he got a 
Word from the Lord. And it was not to become weak-kneed and/or bitter. No, it 
was to go forward. It was to step out in faith. God is telling David to get out of 
his comfort zone. Even though everything seems dark and dismal. Even though 
you are sitting in the ash heap of your possessions, get out and attack the 
Amalekites. David got together all those 600 men. And I am sure that some of 
those men tried to discourage David. I am sure that they reminded David that 
they were outnumbered 5 to 1. But David told them, "Look, we are not going in 
our strength; we are going in the strength of our Almighty God." Listen people, 
don’t fight the battles of life in your strength; take God with you. Go in the 
strength of His anointing on your life. Stand in your God-given authority and 
take back what the enemy has stolen from your life! 

And the bible says they went down there and they fought with a new 
fervor. They fought with a new determination. And the bible says they destroyed 
the Amalekites. And I can imagine the women and children. Don’t forget they 
had been kidnapped. No doubt they are over in some of the huts and they are 
looking out watching the battle happen. Finally, toward the end somebody gives 
the signal that they can all come out. What a joy-filled moment that must have 
been with the women running out hugging the soldiers; with the little kids running 
and crying out to their dads. You see, the bible says, “David recovered all.” No 
wonder the Bible says that God will “restore what the canker worm has destroyed.” 

I don’t believe for a moment God will send any storm in your life. But I 
do believe that He will use that storm to encourage your faith and to grow your 
commitment. 



Listen to this scripture in 1 Peter 1:6-7, "In this you greatly rejoice, though 
now for a little while if need be, you have been grieved by various trials, that the 
genuineness of your faith being much more precious than that of gold that 
perisheth, though it is tested by fire may be found to the praise and glory and honor 
of Jesus Christ." 

Child of God, we are living on enemy territory and he wants us to let go 
of our dreams. Just because we go through the struggles in life does not mean 
God is not still there with us.  

So I just want to encourage you today to put your trust in God. Don’t 
focus on your circumstances; don’t turn away from God and give up, because 
He wants to take you to a whole new level of commitment. Hold on to your 
dreams, your victory is just right around the corner.   

If you are not saved, why not come to Christ today? 

Everyone please stand for prayer. 

Father, 
I believe and confess that You guide the footsteps of Your children.  You 

have promised that You will never leave nor forsake me even in the storms of life.  
I receive Your promises as my very own. In Jesus’ name. Amen.


