
Vision #2 
Enlarge Your Territory  

1 Chronicles 4:10 

Today we are continuing in our series concerning “Capturing Your 
Vision." Jesus said in Mark 9:23, "All things are possible if we only believe." Last 
week we talked about the fact that we have to go past our limited thinking of 
the past and we have to broaden our horizon. And don't ever, ever give up on 
the dream that God has placed in your heart.      

I know some of you have been praying and believing God for a long 
time for certain things. And it just seems like nothing is happening. You say, 
“Bro. Cliff, I have prayed and I have prayed and I have prayed but nothing seems 
to change. God must not hear my prayers because I can't see any difference.” But 
this is when your faith has to come in. The Bible says in Hebrews 11:1, “Faith is 
the substance of the things that we hoped for, and the evidence of the things we 
cannot see.” And what you must understand is that sometimes there will be a 
period of time between the time you pray and the time the answer finally 
comes. And just because you do not see anything with your physical natural eyes 
during that time, it does not mean that God is not working in the background. It 
does not mean God is not working in the supernatural spiritual realm, 
because He is.    

 
  The Bible gives us this promise in Psalm 56:9, “The very day we call for 
help, the tide of the battle turns.” In other words, the very moment you pray, in 
the spirit world things begin to happen. God begins to set the miracle into 
motion.      

The moment you pray in faith, your prayer is heard and received by God 
Himself. Now all you need to do is to rest in your faith! Remember, the Bible 
says in Hebrews 11:1 that “faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence 
of things not seen.” And the Bible calls it in 1Peter 1:7 “the trial of your faith.” 1 
Peter 1:6-7 reads like this in the Greek, "So be truly glad! There is wonderful joy 
ahead, even though the going is rough for a while down here. These trials are only 
to test your faith, to see whether or not it is strong and pure."          

After you pray in faith and you are going to go through a period of 
waiting, the enemy is going to do his best to use that time to steal away your 
faith and to cause you to doubt and question God. Some of you are going 
through that dark time right now. You say, “Bro. Cliff, what should I do? Cry 
and complain and get depressed and worry night and day?” Listen, it is during 
those times that Satan tries to turn your faith into failure. There are two things 
that will enable you to hold on to your victory. Number one, you have to 
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continually speak forth the promises of God. Number two, you have to 
continually praise and thank God that the answer is on the way.     

The question is this – What does praise have to do with our faith? 
Listen, if all you are exposed to is negative ungodly talk, then you have to 
wake up and realize that your miracle cannot develop in that type of 
atmosphere. Child of God, the time of waiting is the time to shout forth the 
praises of God. You cannot stay down and depressed and defeated as long as 
you have the praises of God coming out of your mouth. It is impossible.      

Listen, get this down deep into your soul today, praise is faith at work. 
And when you praise God in your dark hour, it literally drives the enemy 
crazy. He knows if you can praise and uplift the name of Jesus, no matter what 
comes against you, he knows there is nothing you are not going to be able to 
accomplish.       

The apostle Paul went through so many dark times. We think we have 
problems, but listen to what Paul went through. He said, “Five times I was 
given 39 lashes with a leaded whip for preaching the Gospel.” He said, “Three 
times I was beaten with rods. Once I was even stoned for preaching the Gospel.” 
He said, “I was shipwrecked three times and once I even spent a night and day on 
the open sea.” He went on to say, “I have been tired, lonely, cold. I have been 
hungry, I have been thirsty. I have been in all kinds of incredible danger throughout 
my whole lifetime.”  But I love how he described all these things in 2 Corinthians 
4:17, “For all our light afflictions are but for a moment.” Can you imagine the 
Apostle Paul had the audacity to call all he had been through "light afflictions"? 
Don't you know Satan's jaw dropped wide open when he heard that? I can see 
Satan look at one of his evil servants and say, “Did I hear what I thought I heard? 
After all we put Paul through, he called them ‘light afflictions’?” Child of God, 
you faith and your confession drives the enemy crazy.        

The problem is that all too often we give up too easily. I am convinced 
that the answer is just right around the corner. It is just about to appear, but we 
get a little weak in our faith and we start to listen to the lies of the enemy. And the 
moment he sees the smallest sign of weakening in your faith, he will turn up 
the intensity and he will make sure you have a great opportunity to doubt. If 
you are believing God for a miracle in your finances, he will make sure you see 
everybody around you that is going bankrupt. He will cause you to read every 
article that talks about how bad the economy is. He will make sure every time you 
turn on the TV, something will discourage you. He can even cause people to 
come across your path that you know and love to somehow, some way speak a 
discouraging word over you. And it will be like the winds taken out of your sail. 
It will be like the straw that breaks the camel's back. And we finally just say, 
“Forget it. I knew it wasn't going to happen. I knew nothing good ever happens to 
me.”     
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But child of God, if we could see into the spirit world, we could see that 
the miracle we have been praying for is already on its way. But because we do 
not stand strong and keep the faith without wavering, we allow the enemy to 
deceive us into believing that miracle is never going to come to pass. And by 
our own actions, by our own lack of faith, we tie God's hands. And He has to say, 
“Hold it!” He looks at the angels and says, “Stop that miracle right there. Don't 
send it. For some reason they have changed their minds.”     

But listen, as we seek to enlarge our territory, we cannot give up that 
easily. We have to realize we are just going through a period of testing. The 
Bible calls it “the trial of your faith.” And 1 Peter 1:6 tells us exactly what to do 
when he says to “greatly rejoice” in that dark hour. The Amplified Version says 
to “be exceedingly glad.”      

Now that does not mean that you walk around with a long sour face say, “Oh 
God, I hate to bother you. God, I know You have so many more important people 
to deal with and so much more important going on in your life than dealing with 
little old me. Besides God, I'm such a weak worm of the dust. I'm so unworthy, 
God. I'm such a sinner. I have done so much wrong in my life. But God if you 
could just somehow find the time to please help me and get me out of this mess 
that I have gotten myself in. God I would really appreciate it.” That is not greatly 
rejoicing. Do you know what that is? That is moaning and groaning and 
complaining about the situation.       

When the bible says to “greatly rejoice,” that means you have got to 
stand up tall and put your shoulders back, with a smile on your face, raise 
your hands toward the heavens. You go to the Father and say, “Father, I thank 
you that You are the great God that created this whole universe by Your mighty 
Word of power and there is no other God like You. And Father I thank you that I 
can say like the saints of old, You are my God and in You I put my trust and 
confidence. You are my Savior, my Deliverer, my Redeemer, my Healer, and my 
Helper. And Father, I just greatly rejoice because Your Word says that ‘No weapon 
formed against me is going to prosper’ And Father, I thank you that every tongue 
raised against me in judgment you will condemn. Father I thank You that Your 
Word says You always cause me to triumph. And when my enemies come against 
me like a flood, Your spirit will raise up a barrier against them, Father. And Father, 
I thank you that ‘the Lord is my light and my salvation’ and I don't have anybody 
to be afraid of, Father. Father, I greatly rejoice because Your Word says in Psalms 
that, “you laugh at my enemies.” So Father I just join in the laughter, I join in the 
fun because my answer's on the way! Amen!”        
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See, friends, you cannot praise God like that and stay down in defeat. 
Do you want to get out of depression and overcome your doubts? Then you 
have got to stop talking about the problem and start talking about the solution. You 
have got to change your atmosphere by changing your words. Words are so 
powerful. They are creators. They can pick you up or they can tear you down. 
And the Bible says in Proverbs 18:21 that, "Life and death are in the power of the 
tongue." And you have to determine to create an atmosphere of faith, an 
atmosphere of victory, an atmosphere of hope by shouting forth the promises 
of God and shouting forth the praises of God. The bible says to "greatly rejoice" 
because the answer's on the way.      

Listen; when everything around you looks dark and hopeless and you don't 
know how you're going to make it, you have got to change that atmosphere of 
defeat by boldly declaring, "I can do all things through Christ who strengthens 
me." And when your circumstances are looking impossible and you can feel the 
enemy trying to squeeze the very life out of you, you have got to change that 
atmosphere of defeat by boldly declaring, "If God is for me who dare be against 
me?" Listen child of God, you and God are a majority. There is nothing that 
you cannot do together. The Bible says to "greatly rejoice." Praise Him with joy! 
Nehemiah 8:10 reminds us,  "The joy of the Lord is your strength." The happier 
you get, the stronger you will become, and the more worried the more cunning 
enemy is going to get.        

Listen, we have to learn to magnify our God and lift up the name of 
Jesus more than ever if we are going to enlarge our territory. There are 
enough people talking about the problem. We have to concentrate on talking 
about the solution. If all we do is talk about how bad society is and how bad the 
economy is and how many bad things happen in the world, and how bad our 
relatives are and how impossible it is for them to come to the Lord, all that is 
doing is magnifying the problem and that leads to doubt and depression. If all 
we do is only dwell on the negative things around us, doubt and 
discouragement is going come in and they going to try to stop us from even 
trying to change the situation. We will throw up our hands and say, "Just forget 
it. How am I ever going to make a difference?"      

Psalms 34:3 says, “Oh magnify the Lord with me and let us exalt his name 
together.” David said in effect, “Don't magnify your problems, don't magnify the 
negative circumstances in your life, don't magnify your difficulties, don't magnify 
all those adversities you are going through.” He said, “If you are going to magnify 
anything, make sure that you only magnify the King of Kings and the Lord of 
Lords.”  
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And I am telling each of you today that if we want God to enlarge our 
territory, we cannot just sit here and accept the status quo. We have got to stir 
ourselves up and believe God for bigger things. We must be pressing forward. 
And as a church we be must continue to enlarge our vision. There is no reason 
that we cannot fill this place up four or five times on Sundays. I dream of the 
day when 2,000 people will pack this place out every service to shout the praises of 
God, as we boldly and unashamedly worship our Risen Savior. I want to see this 
alter filled with people getting saved, and healed, and restored, for the glory of 
God!        

See, I want Mountain Grove Church to be a spiritual lighthouse for this 
area and for this world to where people can come at any time and experience 
God's incredible presence and power, and to feel His awesome love. We have 
all these beautiful facilities but we must continue to always be reaching for 
higher heights and trying to do more for the glory of God.  

         
God promised us in Romans 8:32, "He that spared not his own son but 

delivered him up for us all, how shall he not also with him freely give us all 
things." In other words, God is saying that when our main focus is to help the 
hurting, and the lost, and the suffering, of this world, there is absolutely 
nothing that God will not freely give to us. He will give us wisdom. He will 
freely give us the money, the finances, and the resources. He will freely give us 
the know-how. He will freely give us the strength to carry out His will. All God 
is looking for is people with a big vision. God is looking for people that will 
dream big dreams.           

It is such an exciting time to be alive. And I want to challenge you again 
to dream big dreams. Stir up your faith and stretch your faith.  

Remember, if you are going through the trial of waiting your faith is in 
the process of being developed. Do not give in to discouragement, but "rejoice 
greatly" because you know that your answer is on the way and that victory is ours!   

 If you are not saved, why not come to Christ today? 

 Everyone please stand for prayer. 

 Father, 
 I confess that every promise in Your Word and true and I receive them as my 
very own.  As I seek to enlarge my territory give me the wisdom to follow Your 
will for my life.  In Jesus' name. Amen.
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