
Vision #1 
Enlarge Your Vision 

Acts 2:17 
 
          What a joy and a privilege it is for me to be the pastor of this great and 
blessed church. This is such an exciting time to be alive. And I have such an 
incredible sense of expectancy in my spirit. God has such great things in store 
for each and every one of you. Don't think any of you are here by accident. 
You are all here as part of God's divine plan. God has so much confidence in you 
that He specifically chose you before the foundation of the world to be here at 
this particular time in history. We are people of purpose, people of destiny. 
And we have been raised up for such a time as this.   

And today we are starting a new series that I know will be a blessing to 
you. I am convinced that God wants us to believe Him for greater blessings, 
and He wants us to go beyond our own natural limited thinking. I am 
convinced that God wants us as a Church, and each of you as individuals, to go 
beyond our old barriers of the past and have new visions and to dream big dreams. 
I am convinced that God wants us to reach for new heights. He wants us to 
broaden our horizons. God's power is available to each and every one of you.   

Acts 2 gives us the story of Pentecost and the prophecy of Joel. God had 
just poured out His Spirit on the infant church and the people witnessed, “the 
sound from heaven like a rushing mighty wind,” they saw “cloven tongues as of 
fire,” and they heard the people “speak with other tongues.”  In their confusion, 
they thought the people were drunk, but in verses 15-17 Peter gave them the 
answer, “For these are not drunk…but this is that which was spoken through the 
prophet Joel: And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour out of 
my Spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and 
your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams.”  

As we live in these last days we need to believe for a stronger anointing, 
for more of God's power in our lives so that we can see more miracles and 
more people brought into the Kingdom of God. Jesus said, “All things are 
possible if you believe.” And I am here today to challenge you to stir up your 
faith and believe. Stir up the gift of God that is within you.     

My prayer is that God will enlarge our vision to where we will have to go 
beyond our limited thinking of the past. So many times we get into a routine, 
and we sink into a rut and we become stagnate. I know, it has happened to me. 
We pray the same thing year after year. We believe God with the same amount 
of faith year after year and, unfortunately, we end up at the very same place 
year after year. But the hour is too late for that kind of living.   
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And when Peter was fishing on the Sea of Galilee, in Luke 5:4 Jesus told 
him to "Launch out into the deep, and let down your nets for a draught.” And Peter 
said, "Master, we have been fishing all night, and we have taken nothing. There are 
no fish out there. Nevertheless, at thy word I will let down the net.”  

Simon Peter was a fisherman, which is what he did for a living; he 
owned a fleet of boats. But sometimes we get caught in our own little routine. 
And when that happens we are reluctant to change. If you are not willing to 
change you are only hurting yourself. If you want to remain in the same 
condition and at the same place for the rest of your life, then just continue 
doing what you are doing and nothing will change. But, if you really want to see 
what God has in store for you; if you really want to experience His supernatural 
blessings in abundance. If you really want to see how He desires to bless you, 
some of us are going to have to change our way of thinking. And we are going 
to have to get out of our routine and be willing to follow the Lord out into the 
deep waters of faith.  

And sure enough, Peter launched out and just as Jesus promised him, he 
caught a great number of fish. So much so that his nets began to break. God 
always does things in abundance. But Peter had to take the first step of faith, 
which involved a change in his thinking. And folks, you cannot think one thing 
and believe God for another thing. You cannot think poverty and defeat and 
misery and failure and expect to believe God with faith in your heart for victory at 
the same time. 

Your believing is always going to follow your thinking, as seen in Matthew 
8:13, “As you believe so it will be done unto you.” And this is why it is so 
incredibly important to get your thinking in line with God's Word. Nothing is 
too hard for our God. And I believe that Jesus is saying to every one of us here, 
"Launch out into the deep. Believe me for bigger things and you are going to see 
more of My power, more of My miracles, more of My blessings, and more of My 
favor than you have ever even dreamed of."            

But it all starts with our thinking. Most of the time our own thinking 
limits us. Our natural mind tries to reason out everything naturally. But God is 
not a natural God. We must understand He is a supernatural God and He is 
not limited to these laws of nature that we are so used to. The Bible says that 
God does not think like we think. It says that his thoughts are higher and they 
are better than our thoughts.      

The only thing that stops Him is our lack of faith. And our lack of faith 
starts right here in our mind. And throughout life, your natural mind is going to 
try to reason out everything logically. How are you going to fix each problem? 
How are you going to fix each situation? And many times there is that there is no 
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logical solution to the things we face in life. And this just leads to more worry 
and frustration. And the more you dwell on your circumstances and the more 
you analyze that situation, the more down and discouraged you are going to 
become. And child of God you cannot believe God with faith in your heart with a 
negative worried fearful mind. That is why it is so important to constantly 
meditate on God's Word so that faith will stay built up in your heart.          

Do you remember the story in the book of Luke:1? The angel came to the 
Virgin Mary and said, "Mary, behold, you have found favor with God. And you are 
going to conceive and give birth to a child and they shall call his name Jesus." Do 
you realize Mary reacted about the same way you and I would have reacted? 
You can tell by her answer she gave to the angel. She had to fight off doubt. I 
believe she had to change her thinking. She said to the angel, "How can this be?" 
In other words she was saying in effect to that angel, "How in the world is this 
going to happen? This sounds impossible. You are telling me that I am going to 
have a baby without ever knowing a man. That has never happened before." She 
said, "This is a little too far out for me to believe." She looked at him and said, 
"Tell me angel, how can this be?"      

And the angel answered back to her and said, "Mary, the Holy Spirit shall 
come upon you and the power of the Most High God shall overshadow you." And 
just because we are living in 2015 does not mean God has changed. He is still 
the same and the Holy Spirit is still alive and active and living on the inside of 
every one of us and God's power is still available to every one of you to come 
upon you and over shadow you and give you the miracle that you need.          

The Bible says in Psalms, the very day we pray, the tide of the battle 
turns. Things in the spirit world start to take place. God begins to dispatch the 
angels. The miracle gets set into motion. Just because you don’t see anything 
with your natural physical eyes doesn’t mean nothing is happening. There is a 
whole world out there that we cannot see with our natural eyes. Yet it is more real 
than the world we are living in. You have to just keep the faith and do not 
waiver. You have to know beyond a shadow of a doubt that God can do anything. 
He has rescued you before; He can rescue you again. Nothing is too hard for 
our God. There is a due season with God. In His timing, your answer will come. 
Until then, you have to stand strong and keep the faith and keep a positive 
attitude and speak forth the promises of God and don't ever give up. And don't 
ever give in to discouragement.             

I believe God is saying to all of us today that we have to enlarge our 
vision concerning the people that we reach out to. All too often we make the 
mistake of trying to find the people we think are the most likely candidates to 
become a Christian. And we look for the people that are kind and honest and 
respectful and it is easy to share our faith with them. But when we come across 
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those people that are a little bit loud, and maybe they are known for doing 
drugs and being loose in their morals, maybe they are a little obnoxious and 
disrespectful, and maybe they curse God's name. Our natural tendency is to 
shy away from them. We think, "Man, it will be a cold day in hell before God 
ever saves you." But listen; don't be too sure about that. God never, ever rules 
anybody out. Nobody is ever too low or too far=gone for the power of our God to 
change in a split second.  

And we have got to believe God for big things for this generation. And 
most of the people that you encounter that are like that - all they are waiting 
for is for somebody to tell them that there is a better way. Oh sure they look 
happy on the outside, but if the truth be known, it is all make-believe. Deep down 
on the inside they are hurting, they are lonely, they are miserable, and they are 
empty. And maybe there are some of you people in here today that feel that 
same way. Maybe you feel like you are pretty hopeless. Maybe you think that 
you have sunk so low that our God can never pick you up. You say, "Bro. Cliff, 
you just don't understand my situation and you just don't understand the things I 
have done in the past." Listen very carefully; none of us are here because we 
are perfect. We are here because we are forgiven.  

Without the blood of Jesus Christ to cleanse us from all unrighteousness 
and without the everlasting mercy of our loving heavenly Father, none of us 
would make it. And I can tell you there are people all over this audience that 
were once just like you. The only difference between you and us is that we have 
chosen to make Jesus the Lord of our lives and He has changed us in a split 
second. And He can do the same thing for you.     

Jesus said in John 8:36 says, "When the Son of God sets you free, you are 
free indeed." And you know, I am sure there are some people here today that 
might be struggling with addictions. There is no addiction that is too strong for 
the power of our God to break. I do not care what it is. The Bible says that 
every thing has to bow to the name of Jesus Christ. You may be addicted to 
drugs, alcohol, sex, pornography, money, greed, or power. You may be addicted 
to lying. And I am telling you there is nothing too strong that the power of 
Jesus Christ cannot break in a split second.     

Some of you are so low, you are so depressed, you are so hopeless that 
you have to look up to see bottom. But, the good news I have to tell you today 
is that you can never sink too low for our God. You can never be too far-gone. 
There is no case that is too difficult for Him. His desire is to pick you up and 
to dust you off and put you back on your feet and to give you a new fresh start 
in life and give you a new beginning. That is what the Gospel is all about. He will 
fill your life with purpose. He will fill your life with meaning. All you have to do 
is just call out to Him. Right now, right where you are, just say, "Jesus, help me."          
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I have seen so many people they try to clean their life up first and they say, 
"Bro. Cliff, when I feel like I can live the Christian life I will come to church, I am 
going to give my life to God." Friends, those are good intentions but 
unfortunately, you cannot do it on your own. You need God's help. And the key 
is to come to Him just as you are and say, "Jesus, I have made a mess out of my 
life, but I am going to give what I have left to You. I want You to come into my life 
and help me to change." And the Bible says if you do that the Spirit of the 
Living God will infuse the life of God into your Spirit man and where you 
once were dead, you will be made alive to God. The Bible says you will be 
made a “new creation” in Christ Jesus. And the Holy Spirit that is on the inside 
of you that will help you to change.    

Now listen, I am not talking about getting religion. I am talking about 
knowing a person - Jesus Christ. He is the Savior of the world. And He wants to 
change your life and give you a fresh new start in life. I dare you to just call out 
to Him.    

David put it this way in Psalms 40:2, "God has lifted me out of the horrible 
pit and he has set my feet upon a rock, steadying my steps and establishing my 
goings. And he didn't stop there. He put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise 
to our God."      

I want to challenge some of you to enlarge your vision concerning your 
finances. I want you to see yourself out of debt. I want you to see yourself on 
top. We have this promise in Philippians 4:19, "But my God shall supply all your 
need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus." Listen, the Bible says, "God 
takes pleasure in the prosperity of his people."    

Listen; don’t allow your small thinking to limit God’s huge blessings! 
God is your source - One idea from Almighty God can change the course of your 
life.  

I have a vision that in these coming years we are going to pay off this 
building, enlarge our ministries at home, and give more money to missions 
that we have ever given in the history of this church. You may be thinking, 
"Bro. Cliff, how in the world is that going to happen?" Let me tell you how - I am 
praying for God's power to overshadow all of you and cause you to be 
supernaturally blessed so that you can give into the Kingdom of God. God is 
searching for people to show Himself strong in their behalf.    

As we begin this new series, I challenge you to enlarge your vision. 
Dream bigger dreams. Reach for new heights. Broaden your horizons. Think 
outside of the box. There is nothing too difficult for our God.  
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If you are not saved, why not come today? 

Everyone please stand for prayer. 

Father, 
I believe You. I trust You. I love you. I am willing. I am open to Your 

leadership. God, use this Church to touch this area and to change this world for 
Your Glory and for Your Glory alone. In Jesus' name. Amen.  
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