
These Things Could Happen this Year 
Matthew 16:1-4 

 In the Old Testament a prophet was a foreteller, and in the New 
Testament prophets was a forthteller. In the Old Testament prophets had 
visions of the future and revelations concerning the will of God for His people. 
I don’t claim to tell you anything today that will happen this year that is not 
scriptural, neither do I claim to have a special revelation from God, but according 
to the Word of God, I feel that we can look for some things to happen, and these 
are enough to keep us aware of our need to be living for Jesus everyday this 
coming year. 

 Therefore, look with me at some of the things we can look for this 
coming year: 

 First, and the most obvious, we can look for an increase in the 
preparation of war and hunger. Jesus is given us this insight in Matthew 24:6-7, 
“And you will hear of wars and threats of wars, but don’t panic. Yes, these things 
must take place, but the end won’t follow immediately. Nation will go to war 
against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be famines and 
earthquakes in many parts of the world.”  Look with me as we break down what 
Jesus just said.  

 He began by saying, “You will hear of wars and threats of wars…” The 
world’s armies are preparing for an Armageddon scale war. Not like anything 
we’ve ever seen in global history. Every nation of significance is drilling their 
troops for battle. 

 According to a report released by the Stockholm International Peace 
Research Institute, world military expenditures in 2012 totaled $1.75 trillion. 
And, the report revealed that, as in all recent decades, the world’s biggest 
military spender by far was the U.S. government, whose expenditures for war 
and preparations for war amounted to $682 billion - 39 percent of the global 
total, followed by China and Russia. In spite of all the various so-called “Peace 
Talks” going on around the world 953 of the world nations are preparing for war!  

 There may be talks and treaties, but there will be no peace until the 
Prince of Peace return to reign on this earth again! 
 Jesus continues by saying, “Nation will go to war against nation…” Today 
we have over 14 peacekeeping forces across the face of this earth – NATO, 
SEATO, the United Nations, etc. Yet, we are faced with the threat of war 
between Israel and Egypt, between China and Russia, between North and 
South Korea, and the beat goes on!   
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 With all of that in mind, let me say this: Our world can have only one 
“Super Power” at a time - only one power can effectively control global 
institutions, defend world sea lanes, regulate international trade, and respond 
to emergencies as they occur. The alternative to the existence of such a leader 
is a form of devastating global anarchy, where dictatorial regional powers 
conquer their neighbors and trade is disrupted by the whims of tyrants. It 
seems obvious, if the world is controlled by the likes of a vicious and dictatorial 
People's Republic of China, whose leaders are absolutely willing to brutally crush 
any who oppose them and who murder and exploit without compunction. 

 Jesus continues by saying, “Kingdom against kingdom…” Today we are 
seeing the reality of this prophecy as such nations as Africa is being torn apart 
from North to South, as Israel is fighting within its borders with the 
Palestinian forces. We have the European Union nations and Russia, North 
and South Korea, North and South Vietnam, and on and on it goes. 

 Jesus then uses the word “famines.” When we hear the word “famine” we 
often think of drought, locusts, etc. But here Jesus is referring more to hunger 
and/or starvation. We have seen the pictures and ads of starving children in third 
world countries, but let’s talk about America for a moment. 14.5 percent of U.S. 
households struggle to put enough food on the table. More than 48 million 
Americans - including 15.9 million children - live in these households. More 
than one in five children in America will go to bed hungry tonight! That is why we 
at Mountain Grove are committed to our Food Pantry Ministry. 

 Ladies and gentlemen, the things which Jesus spoke of in Matthew 24 
are very fast becoming a reality in our lifetime, and we can know that life as 
we know it today might very come to and end very soon! 

 The two reasons for such hunger around the world are economics and 
population growth. In 2011 the earth’s population reached 7 billion. The 
world’s population was 1 billion in 1850. By 1927 a second billion was added. 
By 1960 a third billion. The 5 billion mark was reached in 1987. And by the 
year 2025 the world’s population is estimated to reach 8 billion. 

 Due to inflation of food prices, people now must spend between 70% to 
80% of their income for food to feed their families. Both saints and sinners, 
laymen and scientists, speculate that we are on the verge of something 
destructive. There are people who are building shelters under homes and 
stockpiling supplies to prepare for such an occurrence. Surely we are living in the 
“last days.”  

The things of which Jesus spoke are very quickly coming to pass in our 
lifetime.  
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 Second, the attitudes and beliefs of those inside and outside of Church 
will change. Jesus gives us this warning in Matthew 24:11, “And many false 
prophets will appear and will deceive many people.” 2 Timothy 4:3-4 gives us this 
insight, “For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but 
according to their own desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap up 
for themselves teachers; and they will turn their ears away from the truth, and be 
turned aside to fables.” 2 Timothy 3:1-5 says, “But know this, that in the last days 
perilous times will come: For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, 
boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, unloving, 
unforgiving, slanderers, without self-control, brutal, despisers of good, traitors, 
headstrong, haughty, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, having a form of 
godliness but denying its power.”  

Listen carefully to what I am telling you today: we are going to see the 
forces of Satan moving in our churches like nothing we have ever seen before. 
He is going to instill attitudes of disloyalty, indifference, and laziness. In other 
words, there is going to be a godless “churchanity,” that nothing more than satisfies 
one’s guilt complex while feeding the desires of the “flesh.”  

We are living in a time where we have HOT HEADS and COLD 
HEARTS. And because of that we are in a constant state of conflict both inside 
and outside of our churches. We are so involved in strife and hatred that we can 
no longer sit down and talk over our problems. Whites distrust the Blacks. The 
North distrust to the South. Churches are divided against each other. And fellow 
believers and filled with bitterness and unforgiveness. And I am telling you; 
we are living in one great big circle of hatred. Jesus summed it up this way in 
Matthew 24:12, “Sin will be rampant everywhere, and the love of many will grow 
cold.” 

These things of which Jesus spoke are very quickly coming to pass in 
our generation! 

Third, we can look for the Second Coming of Jesus Christ. In Luke 21:28 
Jesus makes this statement, “So when all these things begin to happen, stand and 
look up, for your salvation is near!” Look closely at what Jesus said, “So when all 
these things begin to happen…” Not “When they happen…” Jesus said, “So when 
all these things begin to happen, stand and look up, for your salvation is near.” 
Child of God, Jesus is simply saying, “Be ready, for I am coming back, and the 
world is not going to be ready, and the Church is not going to be looking.” 

Paul tells us in 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17, “For the Lord himself will come 
down from heaven with a commanding shout, with the voice of the archangel, and 
with the trumpet call of God. First, the believers who have died will rise from their 
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graves.  Then, together with them, we who are still alive and remain on the earth 
will be caught up in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. Then we will be with the 
Lord forever.” The Second Coming of Jesus Christ will begin with the Rapture 
of the Church, and those left behind will go through great tribulation.  

Please hear me well today – the Word of God is clear – Jesus is coming back 
to this earth, as seen in Acts 1:6-11, “So when the apostles were with Jesus, they 
kept asking him, “Lord, has the time come for you to free Israel and restore our 
kingdom?” He replied, “The Father alone has the authority to set those dates and 
times, and they are not for you to know. But you will receive power when the Holy 
Spirit comes upon you. And you will be my witnesses, telling people about me 
everywhere - in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of the 
earth.” After saying this, he was taken up into a cloud while they were watching, 
and they could no longer see him. As they strained to see him rising into heaven, 
two white-robed men suddenly stood among them. “Men of Galilee,” they said, 
“why are you standing here staring into heaven? Jesus has been taken from you 
into heaven, but someday he will return from heaven in the same way you saw him 
go!”  

If you have never invited Jesus Christ to come into your heart, forgive 
you of your, sins and make you a Christian – why not today? 

Please stand for prayer. 

Father, 
Your Word is true. By faith I rejoice in my salvation. By faith I look for Your 

Return. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
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