
The Mind of Christ 
Philippians 2:5-8 

 1 Corinthians 2:16 gives us this awesome insight, “For “who has known the 
mind of the Lord that he may instruct Him?” But we have the mind of Christ.” As 
one studies the Bible there is one great personality that stands in the forefront 
as representing how the Christian life should be lived, and that man is the 
Apostle Paul. The thing that made Paul the man he is the fact that he had one 
theme in life, he had one purpose in life, he had one burning desire in life, and 
that was the he might be governed and driven by the “mind” of Christ! 

 You see, for Paul, Christ was the beginning of life, as seen in Ephesians 2:5, 
“Even when we were dead in trespasses, (God) made us alive together with Christ 
(by grace you have been saved).” When Paul met the risen Lord on the Damascus 
Road, it was as if he had begun life all over again, as seen in 2 Corinthians 5:17, 
“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed 
away; behold, all things have become new.” 

 In addition, for Paul, Christ was the continuation of life, as seen in Galatians 
2:20, “I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives 
in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, 
who loved me and gave Himself for me.” 
 Paul continues his cycle of life by reminding us that Christ was the end of 
life, as seen in 2 Timothy 1:12, “For this reason I also suffer these things; 
nevertheless I am not ashamed, for I know whom I have believed and am 
persuaded that He is able to keep what I have committed to Him until that Day.” 
He follows with these words found in Philippians 1:21, “For to me, to live is 
Christ, and to die is gain.” 

 With all of this in mind it is no wonder Paul could write to the followers of 
Christ, “Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus.” 

 For the unsaved person there is no possibility for them to have the 
“mind” of Christ! For, you see, the unsaved person has the “mind” of the 
world. For the unsaved person to live is to have the mind of selfishness. For them 
to live is to have the mind of ungodliness. And to the world of materialism and 
unrighteousness the Christian life of commitment is utter foolishness! 

 I guess one of the great concerns that I have, as a Pastor is that far too 
many Christians come to this House of Worship on Sunday morning being 
governed and driven by the things of the world. And far too many of our 
members are not as committed to Christ as they ought to be. And far too many 
of our members are not as “sold out” to God as they ought to be. And far to many 
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of our members only serve God when it is convenient for them, or when it is 
convenient for their family, or when it doesn’t require any sacrifice.  

 Every child of God ought to have one purpose. Every child of God ought 
to have one theme in life. And that one great priority is to have our life governed 
and driven with the “mind” of Christ!  

 What does it mean to have the “mind” of Christ? Paul put it this way in 
Romans 12:1-2, “I beseech (plead with) you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of 
God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which 
is your reasonable service. And do not be conformed to this world, but be 
transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good 
and acceptable and perfect will of God.” The Greek reads like this, “And so, dear 
brothers and sisters, I plead with you to give your bodies to God because of all he 
has done for you. Let them be a living and holy sacrifice - the kind he will find 
acceptable. This is truly the way to worship him. Don’t copy the behavior and 
customs of this world, but let God transform you into a new person by changing 
the way you think. Then you will learn to know God’s will for you, which is good 
and pleasing and perfect.” In other words, having the “mind” of Christ means that 
we seek to live the kind of life that is patterned after the example given to us by 
Christ Himself, as seen in John 13:15 where Jesus said, “I have given you an 
example to follow. Do as I have done to you.” 
 So what does it really mean to have the “mind” of Christ? There are two 
or three biblical truths that will answer that question: 

 First of all, to have the “mind” of Christ is to love the Church. To make 
this point very clear Paul said this in Ephesians 5:25, “Husbands, love your wives, 
just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her.”  Jesus made this 
statement in Matthew 16:18, “…on this rock I will build My church, and the gates 
of Hades shall not prevail against it.” We have been given this insight in Acts 
20:28, “Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among which the 
Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He 
purchased with His own blood.” It is a biblical fact; if you have embraced the 
“mind” of Christ you will love the Church! 

 In Ephesians 5:25 Paul used an analogy of the love between a husband for 
his wife to remind us “Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her.” You 
see, Paul understood the love a husband has for his wife is second only to the 
love he should have for Christ! And the love Christ has for His Church is 
demonstrated by the fact He gave His life for her! 

 In other words, when you operate with the “mind” of Christ you will 
show our love for the church! The question is – how does one show his/her love 
for Church? Let me give you just a couple of ways: 
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 First of all, how does a husband show his love for his wife?  One of the 
greatest ways is by spending time with her! The writer of the book of Hebrews 
put it this way in Hebrews 10:23-25, “Let us hold fast the confession of our hope 
without wavering, for He who promised is faithful. And let us consider one another 
in order to stir up love and good works, not forsaking the assembling of ourselves 
together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the 
more as you see the Day approaching.” The Greek word translated “manner” in 
Hebrews 10:25 carries with it the idea of “custom,” and is translated as such in 
Luke 2:42, “And when He was twelve years old, they went up to Jerusalem 
according to the custom of the feast.” The indication here seems to be “as you see 
the Day approaching” the “forsaking the assembling of ourselves together” will 
become the religious “custom.”  

  A recent survey by the Barna Research Group shows “While 78% of 
Americans describe themselves as “Christian”… the United States remains shaped 
by Christianity, (but) our faith’s influence - particularly as a force in American 
politics and culture - is slowly waning. An increasing number of religiously 
unaffiliated, a steady drop in church attendance, the recent Supreme Court decision 
on same-sex marriage, and the growing tension over religious freedoms all point to 
a larger secularizing trend sweeping across the nation.”  

 The use of the word “Day” in Hebrews 10:25 indicates not just another 
“day,” but a specific future event!  And you and I know that event is referring 
to the Second Coming of Christ! And I submit to you it does not take some 
theologian to see the fulfillment of biblical prophecy that points us in that 
direction! 

 Second, how does a husband show his love for his wife? He shows his 
love by the kind of life he lives. What exactly does that mean? There was never 
any doubt how Christ felt about His Church! 

 Men there should never be any doubt about how you feel about your 
wife! Your words, actions, and attitude should speak volumes about how you 
feel about your wife! In other words, your life in public should be a testimony of 
your feelings for your mate! 

 What does that have to do with the “mind” of Christ? Paul put it this 
way in Galatians 3:26-27, “For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ 
Jesus. For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.” 
Philippians 4:8 sums up our spiritual life as it relates to the “mind” of Christ, 
“Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever 
things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever 
things are of good report, if there is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy 
- meditate on these things.” Ladies and gentlemen, I am convinced we have 
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raised a generation of people who are going to Hell watching church members 
live their lives filled with anger, bitterness, and unforgiveness! I have always 
heard the saying, “If you want to know what a church is like, get to know the 
people in it.” 

 Oh, we can sing, shout, preach, and teach about how much we love 
Jesus, but none of those things impress God if we have failed the Bible test! 
Jesus said this in Matthew 22:37-40, “You shall love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the first and great 
commandment. And the second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.’ On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets.” He 
made this awesome declaration in John 13:35, “By this all will know that you are 
My disciples, if you have love for one another.”  
  
 Third, how does a husband show his love for his wife?  By being the 
spiritual leader of his family.  Ephesians 5:23-25 puts it this way, “For the 
husband is head of the wife, as also Christ is head of the church; and He is the 
Savior of the body. Therefore, just as the church is subject to Christ, so let the 
wives be to their own husbands in everything.” Men, God has ordained you to be 
the spiritual leader of your household!  

 What does that have to do with the “mind” of Christ? Colossians 1:15-19 
says, “He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For by 
Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and 
invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things were 
created through Him and for Him. And He is before all things, and in Him all 
things consist. And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning, 
the firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have the preeminence.” The 
Spiritual Authority for all of creation is the Lord of glory! 

 When I want the voice of authority, I don’t look to Washington, I don’t 
look to the United Nations, I look to the Word of God! In a world of speculation, 
doubtful discussions, and contradictions, I am glad I can look into the face of a 
Savior that said, “I am the Amen!” The Word of God is like a mighty river, where 
no sonar has ever reached its depth; where no scholar has ever been able to 
discern its full truth and revelation. And yet, a little child can be pierced by its 
sharpness to see his need of salvation, because if is the “spring of living water.” 

 The authority of the message of any preacher is the Word of God! God 
has not contracted to bless any of my thoughts, any of my theology, or any of 
my programs! But what God has contracted to bless is His Word, as seen in Isaiah 
55:10-11, “For as the rain comes down, and the snow from heaven, and do not 
return there, but water the earth, and make it bring forth and bud, that it may give 
seed to the sowed and bread to the eater, so shall My word be that goes forth from 
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My mouth; it shall not return to Me void, but it shall accomplish what I please, and 
it shall prosper in the thing for which I sent it.” The voice of Christ is the voice 
that speaks with absolute finality, for it is the voice of authority! 

 Fourth, how does a husband show his love for his wife? He is concerned 
about her wellbeing.  
Ephesians 5:25 says, “Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the 
church and gave Himself for her.” John 3:16-17 says, “For God so loved the world 
that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not 
perish but have everlasting life. For God did not send His Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved.” Notice the 
words, “that the world through Him might be saved.” If we are going to be 
governed and driven by the “mind” of Christ we must be concerned about the 
lost. 

 As a Church we must focus our attention on people who are lost, people 
who are hopelessly caught in sin, people who are burdened with sorrow, people 
who are miserable, young people who stand as a crossroads in life, old people 
who look back on a misspent life and who have no hope for the future, and on 
children with an entire life before them! Therefore, if we are going to have the 
“mind” of Christ we are going to be concerned about lost people. 

 If you have never received Jesus Christ as your personal Savior – why 
not today? 

 Please stand for prayer. 

 Father, 
 Your Word is true. Give me the courage to live my life governed and driven 
by the “mind” of Christ. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 
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