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The Process and the Abundant Life 
 

1 Corinthians 2:7 
 

“But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, the hidden wisdom 
which God ordained before the ages for our glory.” 

 
 In 1999, State Farm Insurance rated the most dangerous 
intersections for accidents in the United States. The winner (or 
better, loser) was the corner of Belt Line Road and Midway Road in 
Addison, Texas. There were 263 reported crashes at that intersection in 
the Dallas suburb. That averages out to about five wrecks per week, 
not counting the unreported fender benders.  
 

Sometimes as we drive down the road of life, we come to 
dangerous intersections. Sometimes we refer to them as “forks in the 
road.” They are those moments where a choice we make or don’t make 
sets us on a course that could influence the rest of our journey. Do we 
stop or go. Do we turn right or left. Do we go ahead or turn back. 
Perhaps you feel like you are at a dangerous intersection right now 
in your life. The Bible speaks about a divine resource we can utilize 
when we come to those intersections. It is called “wisdom.”  

 
Suppose that you owned one of those famous magic lamps, and 

your own private genie promised to grant you anything in this world 
you desired. What would you ask for? Wealth would probably be one 
of the most popular requests. Some think more money would solve 
almost all their problems. Good health might also rate high, 
particularly among those who have lost it. Happiness would be the 
leading desire for others. One worldwide poll of young people 
revealed happiness as the number one goal in life.  

 
There was a man who had such a choice offered him, not by a 

fictitious genie, but by the true and living God. 2 Chronicles 1:7-10 
tells us that God appeared to King Solomon one night and said, “Ask for 
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whatever you want me to give you. Solomon answered, Give me 
wisdom and knowledge, that I may lead this people, for who is able to 
govern this great people of Yours?” God was pleased that Solomon 
asked for “wisdom” rather than riches, honor, long life, or victory 
over his enemies, so He granted his request. 1 Kings 3:28 tells us that 
all Israel “saw that the wisdom of God had given to  him.”  

 
God has wisdom, infinite and perfect wisdom. Job was willing to 

admit that, even while he was enduring grievous affliction that made no 
sense at all to him, as seen in Job 12:13, “With Him are wisdom and 
might.” Daniel 2:20 tells us that Daniel said much the same thing after 
God supernaturally revealed to him Nebuchadnezzar’s dream and its 
meaning, “wisdom and power belong to Him.” The fact is well 
established in Scripture - our God is distinguished by “wisdom.”  

 
What is “wisdom”? The words used in Scripture have the idea 

of skill and expertise. When applied to God, wisdom seems to refer to 
His establishing the best goals and choosing the best and most effective 
means to accomplish them.  

 
“Wisdom” is mental excellence in its greatest sense, more 

comprehensive and far-reaching than mere knowledge. Knowledge is 
an awareness and understanding of the facts. Wisdom is the ability to 
adapt those facts into accomplishing a desired end. God knows all the 
facts, but He also has the ability to work everything He knows into a 
perfect plan that accomplishes His perfect purpose.  

 
“Wisdom” implies a final end or goal. So if we ever hope to 

understand God’s wisdom, we must first understand the primary goal 
toward which He is moving. God is infinitely holy and righteous, He is 
sovereign, the highest and greatest, infinite goodness. In other words, 
He Himself is best. If God exists for what is best and He Himself is 
best, then He must of necessity exist for Himself. He lives to 
demonstrate His own glory.  
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That may sound selfish, but it really isn’t. It is essential 
because of who God is, and it is to our advantage for Him to be who 
He is. If He existed for anyone outside of Himself, then the one for 
whom He existed would be greater than He, and therefore god, and we 
could not be certain who he is or whether he is interested in our welfare. 
But that cannot be. God is God and there is none greater. His chief 
end must therefore be to bring glory to Himself. He has the skill to 
weave everything there ever was or ever will be into the ultimate 
accomplishment of His glory. That is His “wisdom.”  

 
God never faces a situation He cannot handle or a problem He 

cannot solve. He knows all the facts, and He knows how to use every 
one of them to attain the perfect results. God’s wisdom is unique. 
That is why, in Romans 16:27, Paul called Him “the only wise God.” 
God alone has perfect “wisdom” in and of Himself. All other 
“wisdom” is merely a reflection of His.  

 
Everything that God does reveals His “wisdom,” but several 

specific things are mentioned in Scripture. For instance, creating the 
world was an expression of His wisdom, as seen in Psalm 104:24, “O 
Lord, how many are Thy works! In wisdom Thou hast made them all; 
the earth is full of Thy possessions.”  

 
God put the universe together in such a manner that it displays 

not only His goodness, but also His wisdom. And according to Psalm 
19:1 that brings glory to Him, “The heavens are telling of the glory of 
God; And their expanse is declaring the work of His hands.”  

 
A second expression of God’s “wisdom” was sending His Son. 

Jesus Christ is the personification of God’s wisdom. In Proverbs 
6:22-23,30, wisdom cries out for men to hear. The Bible here seems to 
indicate that wisdom is a person, and the further we read the more 
convinced we become. He existed from everlasting, before the earth 
was. He was the Father’s delight and rejoiced in the Father’s presence. 
In fact, in 1 Corinthians 1:24 the Apostle Paul calls Him “the wisdom of 
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God.” And in Colossians 2:3 he says in Him “are hidden all the treasures 
of wisdom and knowledge.”   

 
If you want to get to know the God of wisdom, study the life of 

Jesus Christ. Luke 2:52 tell us that as a boy, He “kept increasing in 
wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and men.” Matthew 13:54 
tells us that when He began His public ministry, He taught with such 
penetrating perception and amazing authority that people asked, “Where 
did this man get this wisdom, and these miraculous powers?” Matthew 
22:46 tells us that He confronted the hypocritical scribes and 
Pharisees with such crisp thinking that they could not answer Him. 
They had the finest theological minds of the day, but their mouths were 
stopped before the wisdom of Jesus Christ. God gave the world the 
most complete and comprehensive demonstration of His wisdom 
possible when He sent His Son to earth. And it brought great glory 
to Him. Near the end of Christ’s life He could say to His Father, “I have 
brought you glory on earth.” (John 17:4).  

 
However, that was not the final expression of God’s wisdom. 

He likewise discloses it by redeeming the lost. 1 Corinthians 1:21 says, 
“For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not 
come to know God, God was well-pleased through the foolishness of the 
message preached to save those who believe.” The people of the world 
think they can get to know God by using their own human wisdom. 
But try as they might, they can’t seem to make any head-way.  
Therefore, 1 Corinthians 1:22-24 tells us there is only one way, “For 
indeed Jews ask for signs, and Greeks search for wisdom; but we preach 
Christ crucified, to Jews a stumbling block, and to Gentiles foolishness, 
but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power 
of God and the wisdom of God.”  

 
Christ crucified! That is the means God has provided for 

mankind to know Him. To the average unbeliever it seems ridiculous 
to think that God’s Son should have to die on a cross to pay the penalty 
for man’s sin. But that is the heart of God’s wisdom, the message that 
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brings eternal salvation. The death of God’s sinless Son was 
necessary to satisfy His offended holiness, deliver mankind from 
bondage to sin, and open the door to His presence.  

 
Those who believe that message are brought into a living union 

with God through Jesus Christ and become members of His Church. 
Ephesians 3:10 tells us that nothing displays God’s wisdom and 
demonstrates His glory more dramatically than the Body of Christ, 
which is made up of believers who have been eternally forgiven and 
accepted by His grace, “His intent was that now, through the church, the 
manifold wisdom of God should be made known to the rulers and 
authorities in the heavenly realms.” Ephesians 3:21 tells us that because 
salvation displays His wisdom it also glorifies Him, “Unto Him be glory 
in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end. 
Amen.”   

 
God has another way of expressing His wisdom - by ordering 

the lives of believers. Proverbs 20:24 says, “Man’s steps are ordained by 
the Lord, How then can man understand his way?” It is true that God 
guides the steps of His children! 

 
Listen to what we have been told in Jeremiah 29:11, “I know the 

thoughts that I think toward you, saith the Lord, thoughts of peace, and 
not of evil, to give you an expected end.” God in His wisdom has 
already mapped out the course of our lives which will bring the 
greatest glory to Himself. His wise plan even includes the means by 
which He will use our circumstances to bring glory to himself and good 
to His children, as seen in Romans 8:28, “And we know that all things 
work together for good to them who are the called according to his 
purpose.”  

 
The Word of God makes it very plain that we need divine 

wisdom. Solomon devoted nearly nine chapters in the book of 
Proverbs to the need for wisdom. Just as he sought it from God, so he 
encourages us to do likewise, as seen in Proverbs 4:7, “Wisdom is 
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supreme; therefore get wisdom. Though it cost all you have, get 
understanding.” Ephesians 5:15-17 echoes that same need, “Therefore 
be careful how you walk, not as unwise men, but as wise, making the 
most of your time, because the days are evil. So then do not be foolish, 
but understand what the will of the Lord is.” Again, real wisdom is 
basically knowing the right thing to do in every situation - knowing 
and doing the will of God.  

 
I am convinced that this is the most exciting time to live the 

Christian life.  We are living in a time when secret things are being 
revealed. Things that have been mysteries since before the foundation of 
the world. Truly these are great days for God’s people. 
 
 In our text Paul talks about “hidden wisdom” and in James 1:5 we 
have been given this advice, “If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask 
God, who giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not, and it shall be 
given him.” I am convinced that if we are going to complete the 
process of following Christ with a life of victory, we need to receive 
an abundance of wisdom. 
 

 As we come to the end of this series that I have entitled simply 
“The Process” want to share with you a passage of scripture that has 
often been very miss quoted and often very misunderstood.  1 
Corinthians 2:9-10 says, “But as it is written: “Eye has not seen, nor ear 
heard, nor have entered into the heart of man the things which God has 
prepared for those who love Him.” But God has revealed them to us 
through His Spirit. For the Spirit searches all things, yes, the deep things 
of God.” Having read what we have been told in 1 Corinthians 2:9-10, 
listen to what we have been told in 2 Peter 1:3-4, “According to His 
divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, 
through the knowledge of Him who called us by glory and virtue, 4 by 
which have been given to us exceedingly great and precious promises, 
that through these you may be partakers of the divine nature, having 
escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.”  
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The Bible is simply telling us that God has provided and made 
available everything we need to live the Christian life in fabulous 
and complete victory. And Paul refers to these provisions as “hidden 
wisdom” that the world knows nothing of. In fact, there are some 
things that God has prepared for us that are so wonderful that, even as 
Christians, if it were not for the revelation of the Holy Spirit, we would 
never realize those truths.  

Therefore, as you continue the process of your Christian walk, 
ask God for wisdom in your decision-making. Measure your words 
and actions by Word of God. If you have doubt about whether you are 
operating by man’s wisdom or God’s wisdom, trust the leadership of the 
Holy Spirit.  

If you have never been saved, why not today? 

Everyone please stand for prayer. 
 
Father, 
Your Word is true. Give me the wisdom to live my life and to 

make my choices in such a manner that will bring the greatest glory to 
yourself. I can because I am more than a conqueror through Christ who 
loves me.  In Jesus’ name. Amen. 


