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A Vision for the Process 
 

Joshua 6:1-5 
 

“Now Jericho was securely shut up because of the children of Israel; 
none went out, and none came in. 2 And the LORD said to Joshua: “See! I 
have given Jericho into your hand, its king, and the mighty men of valor. 
3 You shall march around the city, all you men of war; you shall go all 
around the city once. This you shall do six days. 4 And seven priests 
shall bear seven trumpets of rams’ horns before the ark. But the seventh 
day you shall march around the city seven times, and the priests shall 
blow the trumpets. 5 It shall come to pass, when they make a long blast 
with the ram’s horn, and when you hear the sound of the trumpet, that all 
the people shall shout with a great shout; then the wall of the city will 
fall down flat. And the people shall go up every man straight before 
him.” 

 
 This is the seventh message is this series that I have simply 
entitled: “The Process.” We began with the premise that salvation is 
much, much more than just an experience, it is a process.  In our last 
study we looked at how to deal with those who, along the way, have 
fallen by the wayside.  Today, we are going to see what our next step 
is in our process. 
 
 The text for today’s message is one of the most familiar in the 
entire Bible.  It is a story which reveals the mighty, supernatural 
power of God in response to the obedience and faith of His people. 
On the surface, it would seem as if this story has nothing to do with the 
process of salvation and restoration, but nothing could be further from 
the truth. 
 
 As we look at this passage of scripture, we find that the 
children of Israel, under the leadership of Joshua, are about to enter 
the land of promise.  Jericho was a fortified city. There were walls 
that surrounded the entire city, and each wall was posted with sentinels. 
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The outer wall was six feet thick, and the inner wall was purportedly 
twelve feet think. As far as mere man was concerned the walls were 
impregnable! But, in Matthew 19:26 Jesus remids us “with God all 
things are possible!” 
 
 How is it that Israel experienced such victory?  It began with a 
God-given vision. In Joshua 6:2 God said to Joshua, “See, I have given 
Jericho into your hand, its king, and its mighty men of valor.”  
 
 The Hebrew word that has been translated “see” simply means to 
“envision something; to see far beyond the physical realm of present 
reality to see something as it can, and will be.” God called Joshua to 
envision the fall of Jericho not Israel’s power and might, but based 
on God’s promise. And as the children of Israel responded in faith 
God gave this marvelous and historical victory. 
 
 Proverbs 28:19 says, “Where there is no vision, the people perish.” 
Many times when we hear this scripture we think of a vision for our 
church, but in reality, Solomon is speaking to individuals also. In 
other words, if we are to live the victorious Christian life we must 
have a vision of our victory. To put it another way, our faith in God’s 
promises must become so real that we can see them at work in our daily 
living. 
 
 You see, no life is an unbroken chain of victories. We all 
experience setbacks, defeats, losses, and some measure of failure.  
And since failure is something every one of us will, at some time, 
experience, one of the most important skills we can acquire is the ability 
to respond to it in a godly fashion.  And it has been my observation 
that the victorious Christians are those that have learned to turn every 
failure into a learning experience – creating stepping stones for future 
successes. But there seems to be a problem.  
 

You see, the Bible teaches us that the Church represents Jesus 
to the world. We are the body of Christ, which means we are Jesus 
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Christ’s physical presence in the earth today. But what is our specific 
responsibility to God as His individual children? Paul brings us right to 
that point in Ephesians 4:1, “As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you 
to live a life worthy of the calling you have received.”   
 

Now listen and get this, God will never give you a vision of living 
the victorious Christian life that is contrary to His Will and Word for 
your life! Ephesians 2:10 says, “For we are His workmanship, created in 
Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we 
should walk in them.” Therefore, our position must always be, "Lord, 
show me Your vision for my life. Teach me the way I am to walk. Give 
me Your instructions." And then when we know with certainty in our 
hearts and minds what God desires for us to do, we are to do the 
walking. He is not going to walk for us; rather, He empowers us as 
we walk in Him. He helps us, encourages us, counsels us, and comforts 
us with His presence.  

 
Child of God, the Lord is committed to His plans and purposes, 

and only to His plans and purposes. He has committed His love to us, 
He has given us the right to use the authority of His name, and He has 
given us authority over sin, sickness and Satan, as seen in Mark16:17-
18, “And these signs will follow those who believe: In My name they 
will cast out demons; they will speak with new tongues; they will take 
up serpents; and if they drink anything deadly, it will by no means hurt 
them; they will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover.” I need for 
us to take a little closer look at what Jesus is saying right here. In 
verse 17 He says, “And these signs shall follow those who believe…”  
Who are “those who believe”?  The answer to that question is – you 
and me!  So what authority did Jesus give to “those who believe”?  To 
“cast out demons, to speak with new tongues, to heal the sick.”  Folks, 
this is not something that God has just given to preachers, 
evangelists, and missionaries. This authority has been given to “those 
who believe.” It is indeed true that each of us has different “gifts of 
the Spirit” but every believer has been given the same spiritual 
authority.  In its truest sense, you need to, by faith, cast out demonic 
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activity from your home, business, etc.  You need to, by faith, anoint 
the sick for healing, etc. I realize this is a little different from what 
some of you have ever been told, but I am convinced that it is time 
for the Body of Christ to rise up in power to be what God has called us 
to be!  

 
Therefore, with that thought in mind, look at Ephesians 4:1, “As a 

prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling 
you have received.” Paul understood God’s call for his life and he 
cherished the honor to serve Him. But, listen and get this, it was 
NOT God’s call on Paul’s life that brought him to a place of 
intimacy with Christ, but it was his commitment that brought him to 
his level of intimacy. 

 
The call of God is ever before us, directing us to the place God 

desires us to go and propelling us into the position where we will 
fulfill His purpose for our lives. As a child of God, His call is 
continuously tugging on our hearts to go forward, propelling us to the 
next level of what God has for us. And our commitment must be to be 
all that God has called us to be that causes us to grow, to excel, to seek, 
and to extend ourselves beyond ourselves, knowing that we are being 
assigned a task which exceeds our ability.   
 

God's call resonates in our potential, not in our present reality 
or natural capability. He never stops calling us to take one more step, 
do one more thing, and engage in one more act of our faith. As a child 
of God, we are always in a position to pursue the call of God. As we 
reach to attain that calling, we excel and are humbled at the same 
time. Why? Because, with each passing day, we realize the truth of 
Philippians 4:13, “I can do all things through Christ, who strengthens 
me,” and yet, at the same time, we also understand the truth of Romans 
7:18 that says, “I know that in me (that is, in my flesh) nothing good 
dwells.” Therefore, the pursuit of excellence and humility of spirit co-
exist as we walk in our calling.   
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With that thought in mind, look again at Ephesians 4:1, “As a 
prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to walk worthy of the calling you 
have received.” The Greek word translated "walk" here does not 
refer to some sort of meandering stroll. It means to walk in a 
synchronized way, with the same rhythm and pattern. It means to walk 
in step with the Lord, to catch the beat of the Holy Spirit, and to move 
precisely as He moves. When God acts, we act. When God pauses, we 
pause. In other words, our walk should reflect our call.   

 
In other words, our entire life is in Christ. Paul put it this way in 

Acts 7:28, "In him we live, and move, and have our being." Every step 
of our walk, every day, must be synchronized with the Holy Spirit.   

 

The Holy Spirit challenges us, inspires us, empowers us, helps us, and 
causes our efforts to be effective. He works through us as we engage 
our  minds, open our mouths, move our feet, and use our hands 
according to His will. Most of us have not yet begun to move into the 
fullness of all that the Holy Spirit has prepared for us, however, in 
Ephesians 3:19-21 the apostle Paul challenges us “to know the love of 
Christ which passes knowledge; that you may be filled with all the 
fullness of God. Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly 
above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in 
us, to Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus to all generations, 
forever and ever.” 

Paul is convinced that a believer's excitement about the work 
of the kingdom is in direct proportion to their working knowledge of 
how much Jesus loves them.  Paul characterizes Jesus' love as "passing 
knowledge." The Greek word translated “passing” is a compound word, 
which means, "to exceed or go beyond." In other words, Paul is saying 
that the love Jesus has for us is beyond our comprehension.  

Look once more at the words in Ephesians 3:20, “Now unto him 
who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, 
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according to the power that worketh in us.”  Listen to the words of Jesus 
in John 10:10, “I am come that they might have life, and that they might 
have it more abundantly.” Look at Titus 3:3-6, “For we ourselves also 
were sometimes foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving diverse lusts and 
pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful, and hating one another. But 
after that the kindness and love of God our Savior toward man 
appeared, not by works of righteousness which we have done, but 
according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and 
renewing of the Holy Ghost; which he shed on us abundantly through 
Jesus Christ our Savior.” Everything the Lord does, He does in 
abundance, an overflowing outworking to facilitate and enable us to 
fulfill our purpose, our walk. And when it comes to our walk, it is also 
far bigger, far greater, and far more awesome than most of us 
recognize, believe, or can even imagine.   

God is never content with the status quo of our lives. He is 
always making us, calling us, developing us, and growing us up into a 
greater and greater likeness of Christ Jesus. We aren't just walking 
through life for the sake of walking. We aren't on an aimless stroll. We 
are going somewhere!  

So, what is the spiritual vision that God has given you for 
yourself?  The answer is found in Romans 8:28-29, “And we know that 
all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who 
are the called according to His purpose. For whom He foreknew, He also 
predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son…” Listen, the 
greatest call and the greatest vision that God has ever given you is the 
call to be like Jesus. We are being developed so that our ministry to 
others will be like that of Jesus. We are being given experiences and 
put into situations so that we might mature to the point where we have 
the same attitude, perspective, and discernment as Jesus.  

Every day, in countless ways, you are being presented with 
opportunities to make decisions and choices that will bring you to full 
maturity in Christ. God is working in your life so that you are a more 
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accurate reflection of His Son. When we know this, pursuing the call 
of God takes on new meaning. As we follow His call we become 
conformed to the image of His Son, and our walk becomes holy and 
pleasing in His sight.  

Our walk in Christ Jesus is the only walk that satisfies the 
human soul. It is the only walk that fulfills our purpose for being on 
this earth and brings us ever closer to our Lord. Our walk in Christ is 
the reason we were created. When we accept this truth and live it, we 
bring glory to God by walking responsibly in Christ Jesus.  

If you have never been saved, why not today? 
 
Everyone please stand for prayer. 
 
Father, 
Your Word is true. Give me the courage to live my life in such a 

manner that others might know that You have made a difference in my 
everyday living, and made me more than a conqueror! In Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 
 


