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He Made Us Alive 
 

Ephesians 2:4-5 
 

“But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which 
He loved us, even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive 
together with Christ (by grace you have been saved).” 
 
 We are doing a series of messages that I have entitled “The 
Process.”  In our previous studies we have seen that we were “dead 
in our trespasses and sins,” controlled by the evil system of this world, 
under the influence and direction of Satan and demonic forces, driven 
by our carnal lusts and cravings - and yet we are saved today! How 
could this be? Satan was supernaturally powerful and much smarter 
than we were, the world system surrounded us from birth, and we 
were imprisoned in our carnal, sin nature - yet we somehow managed 
to escape their deathly grasp. How could this miracle have happened? 
We were not bright enough, strong enough, or good enough to figure 
this thing out. The answer is found in our text, “But God, who is rich in 
mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, even when we 
were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace 
you have been saved).” 
 

I want you to notice the first two words of our text, “But God.” 
Thank God for “But God." Here is a masterful manifestation of God's 
workmanship in our lives: the new birth, our glorious salvation. We 
had gone all the way down to the bottom. We had fallen off the bridge 
with the first man, Adam, had sunk all the way to the gates of hell 
because of our sin, and the gates of hell opened up their thirsty jaws to 
engulf us – “But God.” Paul is talking about the turning point to 
human depravity. There is no other turning point for human 
depravity but God.  

 
There is nothing else to fill the emptiness of the human spirit 

“but God.”  
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There is no other solution for human prejudice and injustice 

“but God.”  
 
There is no other satisfaction for the craving of the flesh and 

lust “but God.”  
 
There is no healing for the brokenhearted, lonely, and 

desperate “but God.” 
 
There is no healing for the angry and frustrated “but God.”  
 
There is no way to escape being just like your mother, your 

father, your grandparents, and subject to all of their curses “but 
God.”  

 
God's wonderful grace brought us to the moment when we 

would accept Jesus Christ as our Savior and Lord. He did not allow us 
to be aborted or miscarried! He did not allow us to be stillborn, to die 
of crib death, or to be killed by any number of childhood accidents or 
diseases. He never took His hand off our lives. It does not matter if 
we were abused or rejected as a child. God brought us through that 
experience alive and kept us from losing our sanity. He brought us to 
an understanding of Jesus Christ as our Savior and raised us up so 
that we could still fulfill His purpose and reflect His glory in spite of 
every effort of the devil to destroy us, diminish us, defame us, or 
discourage us. What a wonderful God we serve! 

 
The "But God" element in our text is the breaking of the first 

and original generational curse. It is proof positive that God can 
break the downward spiral of a family of sin. Adam's sin caused the 
greatest and perhaps the only generational curse that matters. Had he 
produced a son before he fell into sin, he would have started the 
"chosen generation" that Jesus Christ ultimately established. But, it 
was in his fallen, degenerate state that his first two sons, Cain and 
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Abel, were born. When Cain murded Abel, we see the fruit of the 
already operating, downward spiral of sin, and you and I were members 
of the fallen family. We were born like all of Adam's sons - with 
contaminated blood! Our blood was contaminated with the sin 
nature.  

 
We were born dead, stillborns in the womb of life, but God in 

His grace gave us life. The life-giving Spirit of God fell upon us like a 
paramedic rushes to the scene of a crime, finding a world asphyxiated 
by its overindulgence and lacking the breath of God. The word “spirit," 
translated from “pneuma” in the Greek, is often translated “air.” There 
we were, “code blue” stillborns, our pale and lifeless bodies dead on 
His table, and the Holy Spirit breathed the divine air of God Almighty 
into us. From that moment, the Spirit of God made us alive forever, 
all the curses from our natural father, Adam, were broken. When Jesus 
went to His cross, He forever altered what had been the tragic saga of a 
fallen family.  

 
The “But God” in our text turns a tragedy into a fairy tale. It is 

the sudden happy ending that seemed so far away from us before we 
knew Jesus. Without “But God,” hell would have had a party! “But 
God" was the turning point in our story. It started with Him, who is 
rich in mercy, and the Greek word for “rich" here means to literally 
be fabulously wealthy, to be overwhelmed with goods. God had an 
unlimited, overabundance of mercy and chose to lavish it on us. 2 
Corinthians 8:9 tells us that with the new birth, He broke the bank for us, 
“For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he was 
rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, that you through his poverty 
might be rich.”  

There was that magnificent moment in time when everything 
came together and we recognized two truths simultaneously: we 
could not possibly fill the eternal hole of emptiness within ourselves, 
but God just might be able to. At that point, which was for many of 
us a time of deepest despair or futility, we turned to receive the 
richness of His mercy and the greatness of His love. We surrendered 
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our lives to Jesus Christ and God “has (past tense) made us alive 
together with Christ." Literally, God made our dead spirit alive with 
the same power with which He resurrected Jesus from the dead! 
Revelation 1:5 declares that Jesus was the firstborn from the dead, 
and one day we will follow!  

 
When we received Jesus Christ as our personal Savior, the 

Spirit of God took up residence in us and breathed His eternal life 
into our dead spirit. In that moment we became alive with the life of 
God! His Spirit and my spirit are now living in relationship together, in 
covenant together. Therefore, Acts 17:28 reminds us, “in Him we live 
and move and have our being,” In other words, Christ literally 
becomes my life!  

 
But God doesn't stop there. Listen to what we have been told in 

Romans 8:16-17, “For his Spirit joins with our spirit to affirm that we 
are God’s children. And since we are his children, we are his heirs. In 
fact, together with Christ we are heirs of God’s glory. But if we are to 
share his glory, we must also share his suffering.” Listen to what we 
have been told in 2 Peter 1:3-4, “By His divine power has given to us all 
things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him 
who called us by glory and virtue, by which have been given to us 
exceedingly great and precious promises, that through these you may be 
partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in 
the world through lust.” That means the very moment we received 
Jesus as our personal Savior we also received all the wealth and 
spiritual blessings of heaven. Peter says that we “are 
given…exceedingly great and precious promises…” Look with me for 
just a moment at what God has promised: 

 
He chose us from before the foundation of the world to be holy 

and blameless before Him in love.  
 
He predestined us to be His precious adopted children because 

it was His greatest pleasure to do so.  
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In His tremendous grace toward us, He made us accepted in the 

Beloved, no longer desperate for love or devastated at the rejection 
of men, but fulfilled and contented in Him.  

 
He gloriously redeemed us from being dead in our trespasses 

and sins, forgave every transgression, and chose to forget them 
forever.  

 
He lavished upon us the abundance of all His wisdom and 

prudence so we could operate effectively and skillfully in life.  
 
Again, because it was His pleasure to do so, He revealed to us 

the mystery of His will: the gathering together of all things in 
heaven and earth as one in Christ Jesus.  

 
He declared that we are His inheritance, and He has our lives 

worked out so that we will bring Him nothing but praise and glory 
because we trust in Him.  

 
He sealed us with the Holy Spirit, setting His mark upon us for 

all to see that we belong to Him and Him alone.  
 
Listen to what we have been told in Romans 8:29-31, “For whom 

He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His 
Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren. Moreover 
whom He predestined, these He also called; whom He called, these He 
also justified; and whom He justified, and those He also glorified. What 
then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against 
us?”  

In God's eyes, which see from eternity past through eternity 
future, all those who are in Christ - past, present, future - are the 
body of Christ resurrected. Therefore, when God resurrected Jesus 
from the grave, He resurrected all of us with Him. Glory to God! 



 6 

 
Many times when people become Christians, one of the hardest 

things to do is to retrain them not to continue to operate according to 
the world system, the prince of the power of the air, and the desires of 
their flesh. But the great truth of the matter is that God He has given 
us the equipment and strength and wisdom to win!  

 
That is why we need to understand who we are in Christ Jesus. 

Romans 8:37 reminds us that God’s very life and entered into our inner-
most recesses and made “more than conquerors through him that loved 
us.” Child of God, we do not have to operate in bondage to sin 
anymore. We do not have to respond to anger in a self-destructive 
manner anymore. We can be free of our mother's temper and our 
father's rage and all of the things that operated in us because our 
spirit was dead. We no longer have to be in bondage to substance 
abuse and ungodly sexual desires! We have been set free from all that 
junk!  

 
One of the most amazing things to me is when I hear 

Christians lobbying and fighting and arguing, trying to get the world 
system to buy into Christian principles. It just blows my mind that we 
somehow think we can get sinners to live like saints. Listen; the carnal 
mind is at war against God.  
 

If we could fix men from the outside in, then Buddha or 
Confucius or Aristotle would have been effective. All of the great 
thinkers of the ages would have been able to approach people 
through thinking and mind power, challenging them with principles 
and concepts to change their behavior. But the message of Jesus in 
John 3:3 is, "Verily, verily I say unto you, except a man is be born again, 
he cannot see the kingdom of heaven.”  

 
Colossians 1:13 tells us that when we were saved, God “delivered 

us from the power of darkness, and…translated us into the kingdom of 
his dear Son.” Child of God, we have moved to a different kingdom 
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and are under a different Leader. We have changed residences and 
have been given a brand-new identity on the inside of us. God has 
made you alive and given you spiritual gifts and spiritual fruit and a 
ministry.  

 
2 Corinthians 5:18 says, “And all things are of God, who has 

reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, and has given to us the ministry 
of reconciliation.” Listen to what we have been told in Mark 16:17-18, 
“And these signs will follow those who believe: In My name they will 
cast out demons; they will speak with new tongues; they will take up 
serpents; and if they drink anything deadly, it will by no means hurt 
them; they will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover.” Notice the 
Bible says, “And these signs shall follow those who believe…” Listen 
very carefully right here – this is not just for preachers, it applies to all 
“those who believe.” You may never stand in the pulpit of a church, 
but you are called to be a witness to what God has done in your life, 
to heal the sick, to cast out demons. All of this was deposited into you 
at the moment of the new birth!  

 
That is why is it so important that we understand who we are 

in Christ. Because we are a body, the body of Christ, and God has 
empowered us to reach a lost and dying world together.  

 
If you have never been saved, why not today? 
 
Everyone please stand for prayer. 
 
Father, 
 
Thank You for Your Word that reminds me of your love and grace.  

Thank You for Your call on my life.  Give me the courage to be 
obedient to Your Word in my everyday living. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 


