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Beginning the Process 
 

John 1:12 
 

 “But to all who believed him and accepted him, he gave the right to 
become children of God.” 

 
I pray that we as Christians never lose our conviction that God 

does indeed change lives, as seen in 2 Corinthians 5:17, “Therefore, if 
any man is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; 
behold, all things have become new.”  But that is not the end of our 
journey with God, but just the beginning. Spiritual life, like physical 
life, is a process of growth and change.  God wants us to grow deeper 
in our relationship with Him and live out our purposes for His glory. The 
Bible tells us in Romans 8:26-29, “Likewise the Spirit also helps in our 
weaknesses. For we do not know what we should pray for as we ought, 
but the Spirit Himself makes intercession for us with groanings which 
cannot be uttered. Now He who searches the hearts knows what the 
mind of the Spirit is, because He makes intercession for the saints 
according to the will of God.”  
 It is obvious from Romans 8 that it is God’s will for each of us 
to mature and develop the characteristics of Jesus Christ in  our daily 
living. But, much to the surprise of many Christians, spiritual 
growth is not automatic.   
  

It is a fact that God enables us to make the radical changes 
necessary for fulfilling our purposes and responsibilities but we must 
make the decision to do so. Like the caterpillar that eats and sleeps 
its way into change, the process occurs gradually, but nonetheless 
powerfully. Many people who will rock this world are sleeping in the 
cocoon of obscurity, waiting for their change to come. The Scriptures 
declare in Romans 13:11, "...it is high time to awake out of sleep: for 
now is our salvation nearer than when we believed." Unfortunately, 
many will never submit to the power of change in their lives until the 
pain of staying the same outweighs the fear of making a change. 
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 The process actually began way back in Genesis 1:26-27 when 
“God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; 
let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, 
and over the cattle, over all the earth and over every creeping thing that 
creeps on the earth.” So God created man in His own image; in the 
image of God He created him; male and female He created them.” The 
Bible teaches us in Genesis 2:7 that “God formed man from the dust of 
the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man 
became a living soul.” And we are told in Genesis 2:18, “And the Lord 
God said, “It is not good that man should be alone; I will make him a 
helper comparable to him.” And out of that creative act God 
transformed the man into a marriage. Then He transformed the 
marriage into a family, the family into a society, etc. In that one 
creative act, God has established a purpose for all of humanity – and 
that purpose was to have a personal relationship with Him. 
 
 The Bible tells us in Ephesians 1:4-5, “Just as He chose us in Him 
before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without 
blame before Him in love, having predestined us to adoption as sons by 
Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will.” 
Listen and get this – you are a product of “planned parenthood” – 
God planned you! Whatever else may have seemed to be 
happenstance, there were no surprises in heaven when you were 
conceived in your mother’s womb. And because He planned me He 
“knows my sitting down and my rising up,” He knows “the thoughts and 
intents” of my heart, He “knows each word before it is spoken from my 
lips” and He “numbers the hairs of my head.” Listen, because God 
planned me, He does more than just take notice of my existence, He 
desires to be personally involved with the details of my life.   
 
 The process of spiritual maturity begins with a decision to live in 
the “power” that has been imparted to at salvation, as seen in John 1:12, 
“But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the 
children of God, even to them that believe on his name.” Listen to the 
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words of Peter in 2 Peter 1:3-4, “By his divine power, God has given us 
everything we need for living a godly life. We have received all of this 
by coming to know him, the one who called us to himself by means of 
his marvelous glory and excellence. And because of his glory and 
excellence, he has given us great and precious promises. These are the 
promises that enable you to share his divine nature and escape the 
world’s corruption caused by human desires.” 
 
      Salvation as it relates to spiritual maturity is the God-given power 
to accomplish God’s divine purpose for your life. When the Lord says 
to Paul in 2 Corinthians 12:9, "My grace is sufficient for you..." He is 
simply stating that His power is not intimidated by our circumstances. 
In other words, as a child of God, you are empowered by God to 
reach and accomplish goals that transcend human limitations. 
Problems are not really problems to a person who has the grace to 
“walk by faith” and “not by sight.” It is only when we allow the 
enemy to cause us to focus on the problems do they loom greater than 
our victory!  
 
      Because of the power of God in the church, we are living in a day 

in which secret things are being revealed. In 1 Corinthians 2:7 Paul 
calls them "hidden wisdom." He says that this “hidden wisdom” are 
mysteries that are being revealed for “our glory,” “But we speak the 
wisdom of God in a mystery, even the hidden wisdom, which God 
ordained before the world unto our glory." 
 
      It is always an exciting and glorious thing to discover God's 
power. Because when you encounter His power you also encounter 
His goodness. And the Bible tells us in Romans 2:4 that it is the 
“goodness of God that leadeth men to repentance.” 
  
     Paul continues to explain what God is doing in the life of the 
believer in verses 9-10, "But as it is written: “Eye has not seen, nor ear 
heard, Nor have entered into the heart of man The things which God has 
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prepared for those who love Him.” But God has revealed them to us 
through His Spirit. For the Spirit searches all things, yes, the deep things 
of God.” The hidden riches of God's goodness that is available to us in 
these last days is beyond our human ability to imagine, a seen in 
Ephesians 3:16-20, “That he would grant you, according to the riches of 
his glory, to be strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner 
man; That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that you, being 
rooted and grounded in love, may be able to comprehend with all saints 
what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height; and to know the 
love of Christ, which passes knowledge, that you might be filled with 
all the fullness of God. Now unto him that is able to do exceeding 
abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that 
works in us, to him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all 
ages, world without end.” God has prepared some things for us that 
are so amazing that if it were not for Holy Spirit revelation, our 
hearts would never even dream of such things. 
 
     2 Peter 1:3-4 tells us that God’s, “divine power has given to us all 
things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him 
who called us by glory and virtue, by which have been given to us 
exceedingly great and precious promises, that through these you may be 
partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in 
the world through lust.” The Bible is simply teaching us that 
everything you need today, or ever will need, has already been 
prepared and laid up for you. It is already been anticipated and 
provided by God himself.  
 
     The Bible says in Romans 8:16-17, “The Spirit itself beares witness 
with our spirit, that we are the children of God: And if children, then 
heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; therefore, if we suffer 
with him, we shall also be glorified together.” Hebrews 1:14 says we 
are “heirs of salvation.” 
  
     The Greek word translated "salvation" is the word “soteria” and it 
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literally means “deliverance, preservation, pardon, protection, health, 
and restoration along with wholeness and soundness in every area of 
your life." If you have been saved by the grace of God, all of this and 
more is ours right now...in this life. Remember, we said that being 
saved is more than just a ticket to heaven when you die, it is just the 
beginning of the process. 
 
     When a child of God finally realizes the awesome power of God 
that resides inside of his life, he will never be the same again. It's a 
powerful, life-changing thing to realize who you are in Christ Jesus.  
  
     The devil knows that. So what does he try to do? He wants to 
keep you thinking about you past sins, your past failures, your past 
reputation, your past bondages, etc. He wants you to believe that, 
because of all those things in your past, you can never be a vessel of 
honor and that God could never use someone like you. But I want 
you to know that is a lie, and the Bible teaches that yesterday is gone 
and today is a new day for the glory of God! 
  

The thing that gives a man power to arise above his 
circumstances is realizing who he is in Christ Jesus! I am convinced 
that one of the main reasons that many Christians fail in their walk 
with Christ is they seek to find their fulfillment is the things of this 
world instead of the Person of Christ himself. And the result is that 
many Christians wrestle with discontentment. 

 
Remember, we have been told that it is “the goodness of God that 

leads a man to repentance.” The word “repent” simply means “to turn 
around” or “to change directions.”  

 
Through my years of ministry, I have learned that change is a 

gift from God. It is given to the person who finds himself too far 
removed from what he feels destiny has ordained for him. There is 
nothing wrong with being wrong-but there is something wrong with not 
making the necessary adjustments to get things right! Even within the 
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Christian community, some do not believe in God's ability to change 
the human heart. This unbelief in God's ability to change causes 
people to judge others on the basis of their past. Dead issues are 
periodically revived in the mouths of gossips. Still, the Lord 
progressively regenerates the mind of His children. Don't assume 
that real change occurs without struggle and prayer. However, 
change can be achieved.  

 
The Bible calls change repentance. Repentance is God's gift to 

a struggling heart who wants to find himself. The Lord wants to bring 
you to a place of safety and shelter.  

 
In John 16:7-11 Jesus said, “Nevertheless I tell you the truth: It is 

benfecial for you that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Comforter 
will not come to you; but if I depart, I will send him to you. And when 
he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of 
judgment: Of sin, because they do not believe on me; Of righteousness, 
because I go to my Father, and you will see me no more; Of judgment, 
because the prince of this world is judged. I have yet many things to say 
unto you, but you cannot understand them now. However when he, the 
Spirit of truth, has come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not 
speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and 
he will show you things to come. He shall glorify me: for he shall 
receive from me, and shall show it to you. All things that the Father has 
are mine: that is why I said, he shall take from me and show it to you.” 
He continues in verses 13-15, “Nevertheless when he, the Spirit of truth, 
is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of 
himself; but whatever he hears, that shall he speak: and he will show you 
things to come. He shall glorify me: for he shall receive from me, and 
show it to you. All things that the Father has are mine: that is why I said, 
he shall take fro me and show it to you.”  Without the Holy Spirit's 
help you can search and search and still not find repentance. There 
cannot be revival in church or in your personal life without 
prayerful repentance. In Matthew 3:2 John the Baptist taught Israel, 
"Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand." If God wants you to 
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change, it is because He wants you to be prepared for the next great 
thing He desires to do in your life. Get ready; the best is yet to come. 
 

In Romans 12:2 we are instructed not to be “conformed to this 
world.” Literally, it says we are not to be conformed to the same 
pattern of this world. But there is a problem! And the problem is that, 
from the very day that you were born every aspect of your being has 
been conforming to this world in which we live. And that is why we are 
instructed to be “transformed.” The prefix “trans” implies movement, as 
in the words “transport, translate, transact, transition, etc.” Paul is 
literally saying that through the power of God living in us we are to 
be “transformed” from what we are to what God has designed us to 
be. On a deeper level it means moving from one form into another, 
as in the tadpole that is transformed into the frog and the caterpillar 
into the butterfly. Now listen and get this - no matter how much Satan 
has spiritually and emotionally scared and disfigured you in the past, 
God wants to transform you into the “image” of Jesus Christ.  

 
Look again at Romans 12:2 where we have been told that our 

transformation begins in our minds, “And do not be conformed to this 
world, but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind…” Child of 
God, if you are ever going to experience any measure of spiritual 
maturity, the first thing you have to do is to get your mind settled on 
who you are in Christ Jesus! 

 
Jesus Christ came to earth as a man for one reason: to 

recapture the authority that Satan had stolen through Adam’s 
disobedience in the garden. Therefore, when you received Jesus Christ 
as your personal Savior, Romans 8:18 says that you became an “heir of 
God, and a joint heir with Christ,” and Colossians 1:13 says you were 
“delivered…from the power of darkness, and…translated…into the 
kingdom of his dear Son.” The word “power” is literally translated 
“authority.” You have been delivered from the power, or authority, 
of darkness and placed into God’s kingdom.   
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Romans 10:17 says, “So, then, faith comes by hearing, and hearing 
by the word of God.” No matter if Satan or man has left his 
impression on you, God's Word prevails. The obstacles of past scars 
can be overcome by present truths. Your deliverance will not start in 
your circumstances; it will always evolve out of your mentality.  

 
Listen to me very carefully, when someone tells you what you 

can't do or be, or what you can't get or attain, you simply stand on the 
Word of God and say, "I can do all things through Christ who 
strengthens me!” 

 
If you have never been saved, why not come today? 
 
Everyone please stand for prayer. 
 
Father, 
Thank You for the truth of Your Word that reminds me of who I 

am in Christ Jesus.  Give me the courage to make life changes that will 
allow me to become more like Christ in my daily walk. In Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 


