
The Attitude of Giving 

Luke 10:25-37

 Eric Hulstrand wrote an article on Stewardship in Leadership 
magazine: "While I was preaching one Sunday, an elderly woman, Mary, 
fainted and struck her head on the end of the pew. Immediately, an EMT 
in the congregation called an ambulance. As they strapped her to a 
stretcher and got ready to head out the door, Mary regained 
consciousness. She motioned for her daughter to come near. Everyone 
thought she was summoning her strength to convey what could be her 
final words. The daughter leaned over until her ear was at her mother’s 
mouth. My offering is in my purse,’ she whispered."  

That elderly woman must have been a remarkable person. Her 
last words showed what was one of the most important 
commitments in her life - to be a steward of the blessings that God 
had given her. 

In the New Testament, a steward is described two different 
ways. One emphasizes guardianship over children and the 
administration of a master’s household. The other stresses the role of 
a manager over property. In either case, a steward oversees another 
person’s affairs and property.  

When referring to stewardship as it relates to living the 
Christian life, stewardship means: using God given abilities to 
manage God given resources, to accomplish God ordained results.  

That is extremely important to know, because when most 
people hear the word “Stewardship” they immediately brace 
themselves for a scolding concerning their lack of giving to the 
Church’s financial needs. Let me stop right here to remind you that 
you don’t give your money to the “church,” you give your money to 
the holy God. Although you might make your check out to “Mountain 
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Grove Church,” you are actually giving your money to the Lord. And 
you really need to get that settled in your mind.

Why is that truth so important? Because if you are giving to 
the “Church” if you have issues with the church, or if you have 
issues with the Pastor, or if you have issues with the Staff, then, you 
will get mad and just stop giving. But, if you understand that your 
giving is to holy God as an offering of praise and thanksgiving for all 
He has done for you – for your salvation, your blessings, your healing, 
etc., then your giving takes on a totally different perspective.

One of the things that I have learned through my years of 
ministry is that most people really do not grasp the real meaning of 
stewardship. And because of that, when they think of Stewardship 
they often only think of their money (giving of their resources). But 
(watch this) giving money to church is not stewardship; it is merely part 
of stewardship. Even so you can’t be a steward without giving of 
money.  

Then there are those people who think, if stewardship isn’t 
about money, maybe it is about doing ministry (giving of their 
abilities). But what you do in ministry for God is not stewardship 
either. It is a part of good stewardship and you can’t be a steward 
without giving of your abilities.  

You might be thinking, “Well, if stewardship is not about what I 
can give, and not what I can do… what is it about?”

If you don’t hear anything else that I say today, I want you to 
listen, put this in your mind, and make sure you let it sink deep in 
your heart - Stewardship is about having the heart of stewardship. In 
other words, good stewardship is a matter of attitude that stands 
behind your giving and your service.  

Please listen to me today - it’s not what you give or what you do 
for God, it’s why you do it. If you give money/ resources to God with 
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the wrong attitude… you’re not being a good steward. If you do 
ministry (serve the church) with the wrong attitude… you’re not being a 
good steward.

In our text we looked at what is commonly known as “The 
parable of the Good Samaritan,” and in its truest sense it is a 
parable about the attitude of stewardship. There are three attitudes 
on display here… and many churchgoers exhibit one of those three.  

The first attitude that we encounter in today’s text is this: 
What’s yours is mine and I’m going to take it.  Look at verse 30, “A 
certain man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among 
thieves, who stripped him of his clothing, wounded him, and departed, 
leaving him half dead.” This is not an attitude that any of us would 
approve of. In fact, even the world understands this is wrong, and our 
courts are filled with those that have been arrested for robbery.

Now you might be surprised to find what God says to Israel in 
Malachi 3:8-10, “Will a man rob God? Yet you rob me. But you ask, 
How do we rob you? In tithes and offerings. You are under a curse - the 
whole nation of you - because you are robbing me. Bring the whole tithe 
into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this, 
says the Lord Almighty, and see if I will not throw open the floodgates 
of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room 
enough for it.” Although this is an Old Testament scripture, and the Tithe 
was commanded in the Law, Jesus alluded to this very truth in Matthew 
23:23, and the Greek reads like this, “What sorrow awaits you teachers 
of religious law and you Pharisees. Hypocrites! For you are careful to 
tithe even the tiniest income from your herb gardens, but you ignore the 
more important aspects of the law—justice, mercy, and faith. You should 
tithe, yes, but do not neglect the more important things.” Once more 
Jesus is dealing with the attitude of the heart. 

Let me give you and illustration from today’s events. Let’s say 
that you’ve gone to eat in a fancy restaurant (not a cafeteria, not a 
fast food establishment). We’re talking a nice restaurant with pretty 
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tablecloths on tables and a candle in center to set the mood. A waitress 
attends to your every need. You eat a sumptuous meal and at the 
end, you are very satisfied. What is the last thing you do before 
leaving? You give a tip. Now a tip is somewhere between 15 and 20 
%. 

Now, if a patron leaves the restaurant, and puts no money (or 
something less than a tip) at their table –what is that waitress likely 
to think? She might think, “Did I do a poor job?” But, more than likely 
she is going to think, “That guy’s real skinflint. He robbed me!"  

Now let me ask you this question - did you owe her that tip? No! 
But, if she is the type of waitress she should have been, such a 
“Gratuity” shows appreciation for her service - for what she’s done for 
you.  

For the Christian, the tithe might not be “required of us,” but 
if God is important to us, if we really love Him, if He’s really the God 
we tell our neighbors He is… the Tithe is a powerful way of showing 
your appreciation of who He is to you. Therefore, the first attitude 
that some churchgoers exhibit is what’s yours is mine and I’m going 
to keep it.  

The second attitude is this: What’s mine is mine and I’m going 
to keep it. Look at verses 31-32, “Now by chance a certain priest came 
down that road. And when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. 
Likewise a Levite, when he arrived at the place, came and looked, and 
passed by on the other side.” Notice very carefully what Jesus is 
saying right here. The two men that Jesus says passed by this 
wounded man in the ditch were a Levite and a Pharisee. These were 
men of ministry. These were religious leaders. They were trained to 
serve God. But they were not willing to do anything for the wounded 
man.   

Now what was their problem? Their problem was that in 
order for them to help this man, they would have to give up 
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something important to them… their time, their resources, and their 
personal comfort. In other words, they were not willing to allow their 
lives to be interrupted for the sake of ministry. I have said on many 
occasions – ministry is a life of interruptions.  

These men had been trained to do “religious things.” They had 
been trained to do ministry. But when the time came to do “real 
ministry” they turned their heads away. Their attitude is “What’s mine is 
mine – I’m going to keep it.” 

I wonder if that same attitude speaks of some of us in this 
service today? Could it be that God has called you to give, called you 
to serve, called you to get out of your “comfort zone.” And yet you are 
not willing to give up what is yours to be obedient to God’s call on your 
life.  

The third attitude is this: What’s mine is yours and I will share 
it with you. Look at verses 33-37, “But a certain Samaritan, as he 
journeyed, came where he was. And when he saw him, he had 
compassion. So he went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil 
and wine; and he set him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and 
took care of him. On the next day, when he departed, he took out two 
denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said to him, Take care of him; 
and whatever more you spend, when I come again, I will repay you. So 
which of these three do you think was neighbor to him who fell among 
the thieves? And he said, He who showed mercy on him. Then Jesus said 
to him, Go and do likewise.”  

There are some things that you need to know about this 
Samaritan. He was not “trained in ministry.” He probably did not have 
the financial resources the Levite or Pharisee had. He too, probably 
had other things to do in his life. But the real thing that stood out in 
his life is that the Samaritans were despised and looked down on by 
the Jews as “second-class” people. And yet, Jesus said it was just this 
type of person that stopped to minister when the others walked on by.  
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What made the difference in this man life? His attitude. The 
Samaritan’s attitude helped him:

 
1. Overcome his prejudice.
2. Ignore the inconvenience.
3. Give up his possessions to take care of this man.  

The Samaritan’s attitude was what made his story worth 
telling.

So what is the right attitude for a “good steward” of God? It is 
one’s attitude toward ownership.  

Once more allow me to remind you what a “steward” is. A 
steward is someone who takes care of something for someone else. If 
you are a steward, you don’t own what you have. So, if I’m going to be 
a “steward for God” I need to make up my mind that I don’t own:

1. My Time.
2. My Money.
3. My Possessions.
4. My Relationships.  

Ladies and gentlemen, all that I have belongs to Him. But in His 
grace He has allowed me simply to manage them on His behalf. And 
because of His appreciation for my managing His properties, He has 
allowed me to keep 90% of everything that I manage. And all He is 
asking from me in return is 10% of what is already His in the first 
place. Now that is a pretty good deal!  

My greatest desire is these few messages is to get all of us to 
understand the true meaning of Stewardship. The level of 
Stewardship where we are constantly reminded of the price Jesus 
paid for our salvation. I want you to realize that giving was never 
designed to be a chore, but an instrument of worship. And that is why 
God says in Malachi 3:10-12, “Test me in this, and see if I will not throw 
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open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you 
will not have room enough for it. I will prevent pests from devouring 
your crops, and the vines in your fields will not cast their fruit. Then all 
the nations will call you blessed, for yours will be a delightful land, says 
the Lord Almighty.” Child of God, if that promise was good for those 
under the Law… how much more do you think God will be faithful 
to us who are under His Grace.

If you are not saved, then why not today?

Everyone please stand for prayer.

Father,

Your Word is true. Thank you for helping me to understand the 
truths of what Stewardship really is. Help me to learn to be the kind of 
steward that would bring the most honor to you in my everyday living. 
In Jesus’ name. Amen.
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