
Success #8
Success Through Blessings

1 Peter 3:8-12

 When someone asks, “How are you doing?” what is the first thing that 
comes to your mind?  The line along which we answer reveals the driving force 
of our lives, the thing that keeps us going.

 In a culture dominated by performance, many of us would answer in 
terms of production.  If our sales are up, we are up. If sales are down, we are 
embarrassed; we even avoid giving a straight answer.  If the kids are turning out 
well, we are proud.  If the kids are struggling, we say they are great anyway. In 
our world, the spoils go to the strong.

 In a world filled with ambition and pride we tend to constantly compare 
ourselves – and hence, our self-worth – to other people.  We rank ourselves on 
an un-spoken-but-universally-understood pecking order based on beauty, 
brains, bucks, and brawn. Culture teaches us to evaluate how we are going – 
hence, our value as a person – on the basis of performance, production, position, 
prestige, status, and acceptance by others.

 Is it any wonder people are so disillusioned with life? When Christians 
unwittingly adopt the values of their culture they, too, wake up one day to the 
embarrassing realization that they suffer from the same empty values.

Therefore, as we continue out series on Success, I want to talk to you 
about “Success Through Blessings.” Everybody wants a blessing.  Amen? 
Everybody does. We are blessing oriented. And folks, there is nothing wrong 
with that. I am not discrediting that, nor am I attempting to discourage that kind of 
thinking. On the contrary, I believe it blesses God for us to turn to Him for 
blessings.  But there is a Scriptural precedent set that we need to understand.

 You see, the Word of God teaches us how to be successful through 
blessings. There are three distinct, definite, declarations, here in 1 Peter 3, that 
will reveal to us how to be successful in receiving a blessing from the hand of 
God.

 Doesn’t it just stand to reason, that if the Word of God tells us how to 
receive a blessing, we ought to learn what the Bible says? Do you know what 
you will discover? You will discover that the Word of God is tried and true!

 Now, what I want to do in this study today is to take the Word of God, 
and show you how to be successful through blessings.
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 1.  The first way to get a blessing from the hand of God is that you must 
be a blessing.  Very few folks really understand this great biblical truth.  To see 
this, look at verses 8-9, “Finally, all of you live in harmony with one another; be 
sympathetic, love as brothers, be compassionate and humble.  Do not repay evil 
with evil or insult with insult, but with blessing, because to this you were called so 
that you may inherit a blessing.” Now, what is the Bible teaching us right here? 
The answer is very simple: if you are going to receive a blessing, you are going 
to have to understand that first of all, you have got to be a blessing!

 Listen that does not mean that you do it accidentally. That does not 
mean that you “fall into” a situation where you can be a blessing.  That does 
not mean that you just casually say, “Lord, help me to be a blessing to someone.”  
These are definite instructions that demand your attention. In other words, 
this is something that you are going to have to work at. You are going to have to 
realize that these are the commands of God, and that when you violate them in any 
way whatsoever, then you are negating the possibility of the blessings of God 
coming into your life. Do you understand what I am trying to say right here?

 Therefore, the logical question is this – How do you become a blessing?  
Look at verse 8, “be of one mind…” Now folks, God does not vote “yes” and 
“no” on the same issue! Now listen very carefully, and get this, there are no 
“split-decisions” with God!  I want you to know that God has a word about 
everything, and 1 Corinthians 14:33 tells us “God is not the author of confusion.” 
Now what does that mean?  Now hear very carefully what I am going to say 
right now.  When two or more believers disagree on any subject whatsoever, 
somebody does not have the “mind of God” or nobody has the “mind of God.”

 You see, the problem with the church is we believe what the world has to 
say. Do you know what the world teaches? The world says, “Everybody has a 
right to their own opinion.”  And the world says, “Well, nobody is going to agree 
on everything.” And we have allowed that philosophy to become a part of our 
church thinking! 

 I hope you understand that I am not talking about the incidental, 
material things. Peter is referring here to the things of God, the issues of life.  
And I will tell you this – we will all be in agreement as to the things of God, if we 
are all submissive to the Lordship of Christ.

 Let me stop right here long enough to talk about denominational 
doctrines and traditions.  Ladies and gentlemen, we cannot all be right!  There 
are doctrines in ours churches that are diametrically opposed. For example, there 
are some denominations that teach that you can be saved and lost, saved and 
lost, depending upon your sin. Others teach that once you are saved, you are 
always saved. Listen, both of them simply cannot be right! 
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 You say, “But they are good and sincere people.” I am sure that is true, but 
good people and sincere people, can be wrong!  These things are not from God, 
because they are confusing, and “God is not the author of confusion.”

 Look once more at verses 8-9, “Finally, all of you be of one mind, having 
compassion for one another; love as brothers, be tenderhearted, be courteous; not 
returning evil for evil or reviling (abuse) for reviling (abuse), but on the contrary 
blessing, knowing that you were called to this, that you may inherit a blessing.” As 
Peter moves to the area of love and fellowship, he makes it very clear that our 
fellowship with God depends on our love for other Christians. 

 Now, look at the context of the Scripture right here. The Word of God is 
referring to those people who are not “of one mind.” He is referring to those folks 
who disagree with us! He is referring to those folks who disagree with anger in 
their hearts!

 Do you want God to bless you? If you do say, “Amen.” All right, let me 
ask you this question:  When somebody mistreats you, do you mistreat him or 
her in return? When somebody “bad-mouths” you, or insults you, do you insult 
them back? When somebody doesn’t do something just like you want it done, 
do you “fly off the handle,” and does your selfishness show?  And when 
someone says something cutting and sharp to you, do you say something 
cutting and sharp back to him or her? Now don’t sit out there like you do not 
know what I am talking about!
 Folks, I am a long, long, way from being what God wants me to be, but I 
am a long way from being what I used to be in this area. And every time we 
return insult for insult, and mistreatment for mistreatment, all we are doing is 
shutting the door to the blessings of God in our lives! And many of God’s 
precious children are living their lives spiritually dry because of this very thing!

2. Secondly, if you are going to be successful in receiving a blessing from 
the hand of God, then you must get your tongue under control. Look at verses 
10-11, “For he that will love life, and see good days, let him refrain his tongue 
from evil, and his lips that they speak no guile; Let him eschew (avoid) evil, and 
do good; let him seek peace, and pursue it.” Folks, if you want to “love life” and 
see “good days,” then you must absolutely make certain that you get your 
mouth under control!

 Child of God, this is one of the most serious problems in the Christian 
Church today. Most of God’s people do not understand that the Bible teaches 
that if your tongue is not under the control of Jesus Christ, you do not have 
any Christian victory! Listen to the Word of God in James 1:26, “If anyone 
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among you thinks he is religious, and does not bridle his tongue but deceives his 
own heart, this one’s religion is useless.” 

 I see so-called Christians all the time whose tongue is filled with 
criticism; filled with hateful, nasty remarks; filled with cutting remarks.  Jesus 
said this in Matthew 12:36-37, “But I say to you that for every idle word men may 
speak, they will give account of it in the day of judgment. For by your words you 
will be justified, and by your words you will be condemned.” Gossip and criticism 
is addictive behavior! The more you criticize, the more you look on the 
negative! The more you gossip, the more you want to gossip. Pretty soon, you are 
in bondage to a critical and gossiping tongue!

 Look once more at verse 11, “Let him turn away from evil and do good; let 
him seek peace and pursue it.” Listen, God is talking about an act of the will! 
Keeping your tongue under control is something that you do deliberately! 
Keeping your mouth under control is something that you have to make a decision 
about!  

 3.  Last of all, if you are going to be successful in inheriting a blessing, 
you must keep in mind that the eyes of God are always on you.  Look at verse 12, 
“For the eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and his ears are open unto their 
prayers; but the face of the Lord is against them that do evil.”  Sometimes we live 
as if God has no idea where we are headed.
  

Listen to these words found in Jeremiah 23:24, “Can anyone hide himself in 
secret places, so I shall not see him?” says the Lord; 
“Do I not fill heaven and earth?” says the Lord.” And then in Psalm 139:7-10, 
“Where can I go from Your Spirit? Or where can I flee from Your presence? If I 
ascend into heaven, You are there; if I make my bed in Hades, behold, You are 
there. If I take the wings of the morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts of the 
sea, even there Your hand shall lead me, and Your right hand shall hold me.”

 In the Old Testament when God’s people talked about the “eyes” of God 
being “upon” them, they were talking about sweet, close, communion, and 
protective companionship. They were talking about the “strong arm” of the 
Lord making them valiant in life, and victorious in the battle. This was a phrase 
that epitomized the presence of God! This was a phrase that did not mean that 
God was just casually looking at me!  It was a phrase that meant that God was 
watching everything I do, making sure that nothing comes before my life until 
it first of all comes before Him!  

 This truth is seen in Psalm 37:23-24, “The steps of a good man are ordered 
by the Lord, and he delighteth in his way. Though he fall, he shall not be utterly 
cast down; for the Lord upholdeth him with his hand.” And in Proverbs 16:9 we 
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are told, “A man plans his ways, but God directs his steps.”  Listen to this promise 
found in 1 Corinthians 10:13, “There hath no temptation taken you but such as is 
common to man; but God is faithful, who will not permit you to be tempted above 
that you are able, but will, with the temptation, also make the way to escape, that 
you may be able to bear it.”

 And I want you to be encouraged today, that if you are doing your best 
to live for the glory of God, He is with you every step of the way! He knows 
where you are, and He knows your needs. Remember this promise, “The eyes of 
the Lord are over the righteous, and his ears are open to their prayers.”

Let me close with this statement: For the child of God the way of the 
world will never suffice.  Someone once said, “You only have time for one passion 
in life, so pick it very carefully.”  We must each make our choice – to live by a 
distinctly Christian set of philosophies, values, and beliefs, or to live by the 
world’s standards. It is only when we choose to live by the Christian standard will 
we achieve an authentic, passionate, life-changing, difference-making life, filled 
with God’s abundant blessings.

Folks, God wants to bless you, but if you are to receive a blessing, you 
must be a blessing, and you must keep your tongue under control, and you must 
remember that the eyes of God are upon you.  

 If you are not saved, why not come to Christ today?

 Everyone please stand for prayer.

 Father,
 Thank You for creating within me a wise and discerning heart. I ask for 
spiritual wisdom that I may live my life in a manner pleasing to the Lord. In Jesus’ 
name. Amen.
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