
Success #7
Success And The Sharing Of Love

Ephesians 5:1-2

 Dr. Frances Schaeffer wrote a book entitled “The Mark of a Christian.” 
The book contained a very simple exposition of Christ’s words to His disciples, as 
recorded in John 13:34, “A new commandment I give unto you, that you love one 
another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another.”

 When Paul wrote to the Corinthians and said, “And now abide faith, hope, 
and love, these three, but the greatest of these is love” (1 Corinthians 13:13). Dr. 
Henry Drummond once wrote about Paul’s statement, “Love is the greatest thing in 
the world.”

    Our lives are shaped by the people who love us and by those who refuse 
to love us.  

    Love is a mystery. One of the greatest mysteries in life is how the 
dumbbell who marries your daughter can be the father of the world’s most 
brilliant grandchild just a few months later.

    What is love? Love is one of the most misunderstood words in our 
language today.  I can say, “I love my wife and I love pizza.” I hope you know 
there is a great big difference in the way I use those two terms.

There are many misconceptions about love.  We have been inundated 
with these misconceptions of what love is from when we were children.

Love is not the same as emotion. Love begins with an act of the will.  But 
young people talk to me about love, and they say things like, "I am so in love. 
When I see him, I can't catch my breath and my face turns red." That is not love 
that is asthma! Or, sometimes they say, "I am so in love. When I see her I can't 
think straight.  My mind goes blank and I can’t remember my name when I am 
with her." Check the knot on your head; you might have love confused with 
amnesia!

    Why do we confuse emotion with love?  Hollywood helped sell us that 
idea. It is even worse when Hollywood tries to talk about God's love: "Somebody 
up there likes me." Let’s get something straight today! Nobody up there likes 
you. No one in heaven - not God the Father, not Jesus Christ, not the Holy Spirit - 
nobody in heaven likes you. You like your car.  You like your dog or cat. You 
like your golf clubs.  But God does not like you.  He loves you.

    John 3:16 says, "For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life." 
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God does not love you because you deserve it.  He does not love you because 
you have earned it. He does not love you because of your possessions. God does 
not love you because you are a member of some great church. God loves you 
because God IS love. Love is his nature and you cannot do anything to keep Him 
from loving you.

    Romans 5:8 says, “But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that 
while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” It is the very nature of God to 
love the unlovable. He loved you when you were unlovable. When you were 
covered with the stench of sin His heart was broken for you. In your despicable 
condition God loved you so much that He sent His only Son to die for you.   
Even if no one else on the face of this earth loves you, rejoice and be glad 
because God loves you.   And Jesus loves you and He died to redeem you from 
the gutters of sin.

    Love must be demonstrated. Deep and fervent love involves actions. 
What do I mean by that statement? Love is something you do. God so loved the 
world that He gave His Son.  If you love your wife, you will find some way to 
express your love for her. You don't just tell her you love her; you show her 
your love. You do something to demonstrate that love.

    Without love you are emotionally and spiritually dead. 1 John 3:14 says 
this, "We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love the 
brethren. He who does not love his brother abides in death." I John 4:7 says, 
"Beloved, let us love one another...for love is of God; and every one that loveth is 
born of God, and knoweth God." If we don’t love one another, God says we are 
spiritually dead. When you love someone you want to be around him or her. 
When you love someone you want to fellowship with him or her.  When you love 
someone you do not hoard bitterness and resentment against him or her.  
When you love someone you are willing to forgive their failures and repair the 
damages in your relationship.  

    Emotion is not love, and sex is not love.  There is a difference between 
love and lust.  Love gives and lust takes. Sex is wonderful. It is God idea. But it 
is for a man and a woman committed to each other in the covenant of marriage.  
Young lady, if your date is a macho meathead who says something like,  "If you 
really love me, let's go all the way," slap his face until his ears ring like cow bells 
on a cold Christmas morning.   If he asks you why, you say,  "My preacher told me 
to!" Sex is not the same thing as love.

    Love is not to be confused with duty.  I have heard men say, "I work hard 
and provide food, clothing and shelter for my family. That is proof enough that I 
love them." That is not showing your love, that is merely doing your duty as a 
husband and father. The Word of God says in 1 Timothy 5:8, "If any provide not 

2



for his own, and especially for those of his own house, he hath denied the faith, and 
is worse than an infidel." Millions of fathers in America have left their families 
without support.   Being a male is a matter of chance, but being a man is a 
matter of choice!  I call upon the prodigal fathers of America to do what God has 
asked of you: Do your duty and support your wife and children. Quit being a 
parasite on the taxpayers of America.

    I watched a program on the Discovery Channel recently about a family 
of lions in Africa. The adult lion was making a den for the young cubs, 
showing them how to hunt for food, bathing them by licking with the tongue, 
showing approval when they did well. Even lions know how to do their duty and 
show affection.   I thought how this wild animal was showing more compassion 
for its offspring than many fathers in America show to their children. Dads, 
do more for your children than just provide for them. If you want to spend 
something valuable on your children, spend time with them. Gifts are often the 
empty excuses of a delinquent parent. And the most important thing a father 
can do for his children is to love and respect their mother.

    Do not confuse duty with love.  Love is not doing something for which 
you will receive something in return. Love is doing something even when you 
know you will never receive an equal reward.

    Where does love begin? In Luke 10:27 Jesus told us to  "love your neighbor 
as yourself." Where does love begin? It begins with you.  If you do not like 
yourself, you will not like your neighbor.  Most Americans, if given the chance 
would like to be someone else.  Some people complain about being too tall and 
skinny.  (I think they are the lucky ones).  And then there are some of us so big 
we can get group insurance all by ourselves. A woman asked her husband, "Will 
you love me when my hair turns gray?" He said, "Why not? I have loved you 
through five other colors." We are not satisfied with ourselves. But if you can’t 
accept yourself the way you are, you can’t accept anyone else and you cannot love 
anyone else.

    Long before the American Psychiatric Association came along, doctors 
came up with a way to describe personality types and temperaments. These 
temperaments were defined several hundred years before Christ.  The four 
temperaments are: sanguine (sang-gwin), choleric (kol'e-rik), melancholy and 
phlegmatic (fleg-mat-ik). No one is made up 100% of one temperament, but 
you will be a strong mixture of one or two of the four temperaments.  I want to 
take time to tell you a little about this because it will help you understand 
yourself and your family members, and help you accept and love yourself and 
others.
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    A sanguine  (sang-gwin) temperament is warm and lively and loves to 
talk. Their feelings predominate in everything they do. They have an unusual 
capacity to enjoy themselves. They are great storytellers, never at a loss for 
words, and often speak without thinking. Sanguines often appear more 
confident than they really are.   They make great salesmen, teachers, actors and 
speakers.

    Cholerics (kol'e-riks) are quick, active, practical, independent, decisive 
and very opinionated. They thrive on making things happen. They take bold 
stands on issues and crusade against social injustice. They are not frightened by 
adversity, in fact, they enjoy a good fight. Cholerics (kol'e-riks) are born 
leaders with dogged determination. Their weakness is that they don’t analyze 
and details bore them. When they see a goal, they will run over people in their 
rush to get there. They can be insufferably domineering. But they make great 
executives, generals and leaders, and, depending on their moral character, master 
criminals or dictators.

    Melancholy people are moody and prone to depression. They are deeply 
analytical and critical of themselves. They are sensitive, perfectionistic and 
introverted, and quite often the most gifted and talented people around. They 
make wonderful artists, musicians, and inventors. But they often invite 
suffering and sadness to their lives.

The phlegmatic (fleg-mat-ic) temperament is calm, cool and collected.  It 
takes a lot to get a phlegmatic to the boiling point; they are slow to anger, 
consistent every time you see them, and avoid getting overly involved in 
things. A phlegmatic can tell a joke and never crack a smile.  They feel more 
emotion than they show. They have little sympathy for the mood swings of the 
melancholy and enjoy throwing ice water all over the action-packed choleric. 
They love meticulous work and make great accountants and scientists.

    Did you see yourself in the description of these four temperaments? Did 
you see your family members? I took the time to describe these personality types, 
because I want you to understand yourself better and to accept whom you are. If 
you are always trying to be like somebody else, you will never succeed at being 
yourself. And you will never love anyone else until you are comfortable with 
whom God made you to be. God loves you, and He can use you. He knows your 
strengths and your weaknesses. Love God, love yourself, and love other people.

    Ladies and gentlemen, this nation will never be a strong nation again if 
we do not start loving each other. I am talking about loving the unlovable, 
those who don’t have the same social and economic standing as you, those who 
do not have the education you have, those who can never give you back any 
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thing at all. When you put your arms around people from whom you have no hope 
of any reciprocal gift, you give them the greatest gift of all - the gift of love.

    How is love sustained? By living each day as if it were your last. I have 
been preaching the gospel for over ____ years. I have officiated at hundreds of 
funerals over the years.

    How would you love and live if this were your last day on earth? Would 
you go upstairs and start World War III because he left his socks on the 
bedroom floor or she left the cap off the toothpaste? Would you leave for work 
without kissing your children and hugging them tight?  Would you let your 
husband leave with angry words ringing in his ears over something so trivial it 
will soon be forgotten?

    One of these days you are going to eat breakfast together for the last 
time. You are going to kiss each other good-bye for the last time. When you 
stand by that casket, will your mind be flooded with a sea of hateful things you 
wish you had never said? Will your anger suddenly be turned to guilt and hurt?

   Paul said this in 1 Corinthians 16:14, “Let all that you do be done with 
love.” In other words, everything a Christian does is to be done from a love 
motive.  “All that you do” is a very inclusive concept, but it is the Christian way of 
life. There are no exceptions. Anything that is not done in love is out of the will 
of God. 

Are you living and loving each day like it was your last day? Are you 
allowing the love of God to rule your heart and your home? You will never 
succeed until you learn to love with the love of God!!!

 If you are not saved, why not today?

 Everyone please stand for prayer.

 Father,
 Teach me joys of loving others as I love myself.  Give me the grace to 
forgive past hurts and to realize that what is past is past.  Father, I commit myself 
to Your Word, and to Your standard for my life. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
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