
Success #6
Success Through Persistence

Galatians 5:1

 There comes a time in every life when quitting looks good, when the 
problems seem insurmountable, when the giants seem unbeatable, and when 
defeat seems inescapable.  There comes a time in every job when quitting looks 
good.  Every job has its drudgery, its sweat and toil; not every day is a holiday. 
There comes a time in every marriage when quitting looks good, when "for better 
or for worse" just seems to be more than you bargained for.

   But God is able to make us always triumph through Jesus Christ (2 
Corinthians 2:14). The Bible says that “nothing is impossible to those who 
believe” (Mark 9:23), and that “all things will work out for good when we are 
called according to the purposes of God” (Romans 8:28).

    The point is this, if you are going to succeed in life, you must learn the 
power of persistence.  Life does not consist of doing what you want to do. Life 
consists of doing what you ought to do.  Duty requires discipline, and success 
comes to those with the daring to pursue the purposes of God, to those who 
endure to the end in those causes to which God has called them.

    Jesus is our example of endurance and perseverance. Hebrews 12:2 says,  
"Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was 
set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right 
hand of the throne of God."

    There is power in persistence. Nothing great in your life is ever going to 
happen without persistence. There is nothing half-hearted or lukewarm about 
persistence. Persistence is bold. Persistence is fearless. Persistence does not look 
over its shoulder at yesterday's mistakes. Persistence is not manipulated by the 
lie that I must have everyone's approval to succeed.

    There are two kinds of people the world will never tolerate: those who 
succeed and those who fail. If you succeed, people will say,  "He was a cheater 
and a thief." If you fail, people will say, "If the lazy deadbeat would have gotten up 
and gone to work, better things would have happened for him."  If you think you 
are going to be unusual and the world will applaud you, you are living in an 
illusion. Persistence does not play the blame game, that is, blaming unhappiness or 
failure on others.

    Persistence is the divine fire that burns in your bones with a white-hot 
intensity that hell and high water cannot put out. Jesus told us to endure, to 
persist, and to persevere. He said in Luke 9:62 that a man who puts his hand to 
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the plow and then looks back is not worthy of the kingdom.  He says to press on. 
Learn to endure. Learn to persevere unto you accomplish the purposes of God.

In Romans 8:37, we have been told that "we are more than conquerors 
through  (Christ)", and that was Paul's persistence. Did he say this when 
everything was going smoothly and he had no reason for discouragement? No, 
he said "we are more than conquerors” after being beaten three times with a 
Roman cat-of-nine tails...after being stones and left for dead in the dirt...after being 
betrayed by his dearest friends...after living in the hell of constant accusation year 
in and year out...after he was marched from one penitentiary to another in hand-
cuffs...after being shipwrecked...after writing to the New Testament church,  "Don't 
be ashamed of the Lord, or me his prisoner" (2 Timothy 1:8).  That is when he 
wrote that we are more than conquerors through Christ!!!

    He had walked through the fire, but the fire didn't burn him. He had 
walked through the water, but the water didn’t drown him. A deadly viper bit 
him but he shook that snake off and kept on pursuing the purposes of God. He did 
not whine and he did not resign. He pressed  "toward the mark for the prize of the   
high calling of God in Christ Jesus" (Philippians 3:14).  

    Christians in the early church were thrown to the lions in the Roman 
coliseum and they rejoiced that they were counted worthy to know Jesus 
Christ as Lord and Savior. In 2 Corinthians 4:8, Paul said, "We are hard pressed 
on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not 
abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed." Thinking back on those things, Paul 
wrote in 2 Corinthians 4:17, "These light afflictions, which last only a moment, 
will achieve eternal glory for us."

    Shortly before his head was chopped off, this prophet of persistence put his 
pen to parchment and wrote these words recorded in 2 Timothy 4:7-8, "I have 
fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: henceforth 
there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness...and not to me only, but unto all 
them also that love his appearing."

    Have you been knocked down? Has a bitter divorce left you flat of your 
back and absolutely devoid of self-significance? Have you lost a dear loved one 
in death? Have you been knocked down by a financial reversal? Are you 
suffering through a bankruptcy? Has your dearest friend knocked you down with 
accusations? Have those who have loved you in times past now started to attack 
you? I have a message from the Word of God: Get up! In Jesus' name, dust 
yourself off and get back in the race!!

    Falling down does not make you a failure.  Staying down makes you a 
failure. If you get one more time that you have been knocked down, then you are a 
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winner!! Winston Churchill said that the nose of a bulldog is sloped back so he 
can bite and breathe without turning loose. God give us bulldog believers so 
anointed with the Holy Spirit that hell's legions tremble whenever we turn 
over in bed - not some whiny group of Bible-thumping wimps who are so 
sensitive they cannot endure a little bit of the pressures of life.   We need some 
Christians that have a measure of staying power!! What we don’t need is some 
spiritual-sick-os who are continually looking for another excuse to stop serving 
and start sulking!!

    Persistence produces success. Without it your dreams are an illusion. 
Without it your plans are a hoax and your hopes are an absolute pipe dream. 
Nothing in this world can take the place of persistence as you walk with God 
and exercise your faith!!

    In the book of Ezekiel, God presents the four faces of the man of God. 
These are the four characteristics of those who serve the Lord. The first is the 
face of the lion.  Proverbs 28:1 reminds us “The wicked flee when no man 
pursueth, but the righteous are bold as a lion.” The second face is that of an eagle. 
Those who wait upon the Lord "shall renew their strength; they shall mount up 
with wings as eagles" (Isaiah 40:31). The third is the face of a man. Psalm 119:73 
says, “Thy hands have made me and fashioned me.” My friend, you will always 
be a human being, no matter how spiritual you think you are.
    The fourth face is that of an ox. An ox is a persistent plodder. When you 
feed an ox, it does not bray like a donkey.  It just gets out and plows. Give it 
some oats and it will plow, plow, and plow. More oats plow, plow.  No 
bellyaching, it just plods and plows...and plods and plows. Let me tell you 
something friend, God is not looking for flash and dash.  God is looking for 
persistent plodders. Those with flash and dash usually fall in the ditch. God is 
looking for the oxen that will put their shoulders to the wheel and pull, which 
are committed to duty, committed to discipline, determined to finish the race. 
God is looking for men and women who will be divine, persistent plodders to 
pursue the purposes of God.

    Psalm 30:5 says, “Weeping may endure for a night, but joy comes in the 
morning.” There is joy in endurance. There is joy in beating the problem to a 
pulp. There is joy in putting your foot on the neck of your enemy. There is joy in 
standing in the winner's circle with the gold around your neck. You may be 
there with blood and dirt on your face, but you are a child of God and there is 
persistence in your bloodline. The Word of God says in Revelation 2:10 that we 
are to "Be faithful unto death." “Unto death” does not mean until someone insults 
you, it does not mean until you get your feelings hurt, but when you die  - then you 
can stop being faithful.

3



    Persistence is Abraham looking for a city whose builder and maker was 
God, and not finding it until he died and saw the Lord.   Persistence is Noah 
building an ark for 120 years without a Black & Decker saw, without approval 
from OSHA, without a government grant  - and the thing floated. Persistence 
is Job attending the funeral of his children, watching his wealth vanish, his health 
failing, and listening to his sharp-tongued wife who told him to curse God and die. 
But Job said, "Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him"  (Job 13:15). Job was 
determined to endure.

    Persistence is a decision.  You are not born with persistence, you decide 
to be persistent.  You have to choose to finish what you start. The worst failures 
in history are those who began well but could not finish what God gave them 
to do.

    Judas Iscariot began as a disciple of Jesus Christ. He heard the teaching. 
He saw the miracles. But in the final analysis, he was not able to fulfill God's 
commission in his life. Quitting the commission God gave him, he sold the 
Lord for 30 pieces of silver and then hung himself. He began well, but he did 
not endure.

    Perseverance is sustained by a God-given purpose. I want you to 
understand that God is a God of purpose, as seen in Proverbs 19:21, "Many are the 
plans in a man’s heart, but it is the Lord's purpose that prevails."

    What is sin?? In the Greek the word "sin" literally means, "to miss the 
mark." Sin is not just committing adultery or robbing banks or beating up 
people. You can sin by simply missing the mark of God in your life.

Listen carefully; do you remember a time when you had a warm and 
wonderful intimate relationship with the Lord? There was an excitement and 
an expectancy concerning God’s Word and will for your life, but somehow the 
affairs of this life and the cares of this world have caused you to become 
sidetracked from the divine purpose for which God has called you.  You will 
never succeed, you will never have peace, you will never have joy, you will never 
have family unity, until you get back to the purpose of Christ and persist to the end.

 The average life contains between twenty thousand and thirty thousand 
days. That is a lot of days. But God has given them to us to use one day at a time.  
And Psalms 23:6 reminds us that His goodness and love fill every one of them. 
We can either enjoy each day and live it to the fullest, or we can waste it in 
futility and misery.

 Psychologists tell us that the whole day is conditioned by two five-minute 
periods: The five minutes before we go to sleep at night and the first five minutes 
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when we awake! God’s Word says this in Psalm 92:1-2; “It is a good thing to give 
thanks unto the Lord, and to sing praises unto thy name, O Most High; To show 
forth thy loving-kindness in the morning, and they faithfulness every night.”  
Notice the words, “To show forth thy loving-kindness in the morning.” That is 
what we are to do in the morning!  We are “to sing praises unto (His) name, (and) 
show forth (His) loving-kindness in the morning.” Does that describe you in the 
morning?  Do the people who know you best, see God’s loving-kindness in 
your life as you start off your day?  Or do they see a grumpy, ill-mannered, 
person with a rotten attitude towards everybody around you?

John is now old and weather-beaten for the Lord as he writes these words 
found in 3 John 3-4, “For I rejoiced greatly when brethren came and testified of the 
truth that is in you, just as you walk in the truth.  I have no greater joy than to hear 
that my children walk in truth.” The greatest reward for any pastor’s ministry is 
the see the faithfulness of his people! There is no greater blessing that you can 
give me than that of simply being faithful in your commitment to Christ, and 
consistent in your walk with the Lord! That my friend is why I am here!

    Ladies and gentlemen, I believe that God has a divine purpose for this 
great church. And because of that purpose the devil is mad and I'm glad. The 
battle rages, and that is just how I like it. Our church has put hell on notice.  We 
are not here to get along to go along.  We are here to fight the good fight of faith. 
We are here to lift the blood-soaked banner of Jesus Christ until the nations of 
the world confess that Jesus is the Lord to the glory of God the Father. We are 
on the attack. We have put on the whole armor of God, and in the power of Jesus' 
name we are attacking the gates of hell.  Child of God, the royal blood of heaven 
is flowing in your veins, and we are more than conquerors through Him that 
loved us!!!  Don't stop!! Don't quit on God!!

    If you are not saved, why not today??

 Everyone please stand for prayer.

 Father,
 Thank You for Your Word.  I recognize that Your justice and mercy are 
eternal, and Your salvation from generation to generation.  Even though there are 
trials, pain, and even crises in this present life, I know that Your eyes are upon me, 
and Your ears are open to my prayers.  I confess that every promise in Your Word 
is real and valid. Therefore, by faith, I declare there is wonderful joy ahead.  In the 
name of Jesus I am an overcomer by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of my 
testimony. Amen.
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