
Success #5
Success Through Excellence

Isaiah 40:31

    There is a story about an American Indian who found an eagle’s egg 
and placed it in the nest of a prairie chicken. The eaglet hatched with a brood 
of prairie chickens and grew up with them.  Thinking he was a prairie chicken, 
the eagle did what the other prairie chickens did. He scratched in the dirt for 
seeds and worms. He clucked and he cackled. He never flew more than a few 
feet, because that is what the prairie chickens did. One day he saw a magnificent 
bird, flying gracefully and effortlessly far above him in the cloudless sky. On 
the powerful wind currents it soared majestically with scarcely a beat of its 
mighty wings. The earth-bound eagle asked the prairie chickens, "What is the 
beautiful bird?"  The prairie chickens said, "That's the eagle. He is the chief of 
birds. But you could never fly like him, because you are just a prairie chicken." So 
the eagle never gave it another thought and eventually he died, deceived and 
deprived of his heritage because he was persuaded by limited vision of others. 
God had designed him to soar in the heavens. He was destined for high 
adventure.  Yet he pecked at seeds and scratched the dirt, cackling and 
clucking, convinced he was only a prairie chicken. What a waste.

    The greater waste is that millions of Christians, designed by the Creator 
to fly to the highest heights of heaven and to sit in the heavenlies with Him, 
are scratching in the dirt for seeds and worms, cackling and clucking, 
convinced that they are just prairie chickens.   What about you? Do you see 
yourself as God sees you, as a divine creation, designed to soar with excellence 
into the highest realms of accomplishment? Are you an earth-bound prairie 
chicken, scratching for seeds and worms, or a spiritual eagle that knows the 
joy of reaching for heaven’s best and living in the dimension of excellence?

 As the church of the Lord Jesus Christ fleshes out the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ in our every day living, we find ourselves in many ways like the 
Kingdom of Judah during the reign of King Rehoboam. Rehoboam was so 
wicked that God allowed Shishak of Egypt to invade Israel and rob and 
trample the temple. Among the items stolen were three hundred shields of pure 
gold, which King Solomon had made as a testimony of God and as a standard of 
excellence in his kingdom.  

 Those golden shields symbolized the purity, integrity and the glory of 
Jehovah God and His blessings upon His people. They showed God’s standard 
of excellence.  These shields of gold were never meant to be used in war. They 
were only brought out of their vault when the king was going to the temple to 
worship. The guards would form a double line, holding those golden shields 
for the king to walk through them.
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The shields were not Solomon’s idea. All of the plans for the temple 
came from God himself.  They were part of God’s design. If we could see them, 
it would be as if the temple itself were holding out its open arms to welcome 
those who came to worship.

With the golden shields stolen, Rehoboam was faced with two options. 
He could humble himself, stop crying and complaining about what might have 
been, and walk by faith and vision into a new day of victory.  Or, he could 
continue to make things look on the surface as they did in the glory days of 
Solomon’s kingdom. He chose the latter. He commissioned three hundred 
shields to be made of brass, cheap imitations, which needed constant polishing 
and human effort to make them look like gold.

God has established a standard of excellence for his church. But as the 
church seeks to minister in these “last days,” I am afraid she too often is guilty 
of substituting shields of brass for shields of gold. I believe with all of my heart 
that in these last days God is calling His people to reestablish a standard of 
excellence to the New Testament pattern of church health and growth.

And yet, many of us have done the same thing that Rehoboam did. The 
standard of excellence has been removed, and we have replaced shields of gold 
with shields of brass in our personal lives.  

Please do not misunderstand what I am saying to you today, because the 
shields of brass probably worked just fine. They may have even been good. 
The good instead of the best. Often, good is the greatest enemy of the best. The 
tragedy was that they substituted a cheap imitation for the real thing.

I wonder, have we done the same thing in our own personal lives, or in 
our church lives?  Do we say things and do things, trying our best to make 
things look like a standard of excellence, when it reality we are putting forth a 
cheap imitation?

    Isaiah 40:31 tells us that "They that wait upon the Lord shall renew their 
strength; they shall mount on wings of eagles." But if you have adopted the 
prairie chicken mentality, if you have given up on your dreams and hopes, if 
you have substituted shields of brass for shields of gold, you will never know 
what could have been possible if you had only dared to try. Please listen to me 
today, do not be persuaded by the opinions of the prairie chickens around you, 
when God has designed you to be an eagle.

    It is God’s will for you to achieve excellence. It has never been God’s 
will for you to be a second-class person! In Philippians 1:10 Paul prayed for the 
Philippian believers that they would learn to "approve things that are excellent."   
In Psalm 16:3 David wrote of "the saints that are in the earth...the excellent." God 
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considers you, His saints, as the excellent ones. In 2 Peter 1:5 Peter instructed the 
early church to  "add to your faith virtue."  Virtue is excellence. The point Peter 
is making here is that we should add excellence to our faith.  God is saying to 
the saints,  "I want you to grow...stretch...reach for new horizons." There is more 
to being a Christian than going to church on Sunday. There is more to being a 
Christian than just going to heaven. There is the dimension of adding to your 
faith excellence and being all you can be by the grace of God.

    There is an appalling lack of excellence in America.  Our industrial 
leadership has been lost because we have abandoned our commitment to 
excellence. Our schools are producing graduates who cannot read, cannot write 
and cannot spell, because excellence is no longer our goal. If a foreign 
government had done to our educational system what humanism has done, we 
would consider it an act of war.

    There is an appalling lack of excellence in moral standards. We have 
grown from Ozzie and Harriett to Ophra Winfry and Jerry Springer.  We have 
gone from love to lust. We have gone from covenant to convenience. We have 
gone from fidelity to fornication.  It is time for America to return to the excellence 
of the Word of God in preserving and protecting family values.

    There is an appalling lack of excellence in the body of Christ. Carnality 
is a fact, not fiction. Our attitude toward God shows up in our service to Him. I 
like the sign that says: "Every job is the portrait of the man or woman who does it." 
Your attendance record is a reflection of your attitude toward God. Your giving 
record is a reflection of your attitude toward God. Your witnessing record is a 
reflection of your attitude toward God.

    What is it that God has given you to do?? Listen to Colossians 3:17,  
"Whatsoever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus."  Verse 
23 of that same chapter says, "Whatsoever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, 
and not unto men." 1 Corinthians 10:31 tell us, "Whatsoever you do, do all to the 
glory of God."  Do you sing in the choir? Do it with excellence unto the Lord.  Do 
you   teach a Sunday school class? Do it with excellence unto the Lord. Do you 
serve as a deacon? Do it with excellence unto the Lord. Are you an usher, a 
greeter, a counselor? Whatever you do, do it with excellence unto the Lord.

    Why don’t we achieve excellence in our lives, on our jobs, and in our 
churches??   One reason is that we waste time.  In Ephesians 5:15 we have been 
told to  "Redeem the time."  Psalm 90:12 says, "Teach us to number our days, that 
we may apply our hearts unto wisdom." We do not achieve excellence because 
we waste our lives one minute at a time. Time cannot be stopped...it cannot be 
stored...and it cannot be borrowed.  We all wake up every morning with the 
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same amount of time allotted to us.  If you do not control your time, you are out 
of control of your life.

    Child of God, your heavenly Father has a plan for your life!  The Word 
of God says in Psalm 37:23, "The steps of a good man are ordered by the Lord." 
Quit living your life haphazard and start living by divine appointment.  When 
you get up in the morning determine to do something that is on God's agenda, and 
do it with excellence.
 
    Why don’t we achieve excellence in our lives, on our jobs, and in our 
churches??  Because we have a limited vision of what God can do through us.  
We have forgotten that promise found in Philippians 4:13 that says,  "I can do all 
things through Christ, who strengthens me."  If God could use a crooked stick in 
the hand of Moses to lead Israel out of Egypt’s bondage, if He could use a 
rooster to preach a message of conviction to Peter, if He could use a donkey to 
preach to Balaam, then He can use me and He can use you.  Quit going around 
whining with that brood of prairie chickens you hang out with and start 
recognizing that you can fly and do impossible things, because  "greater is he that 
is in you than he that is in the world" (1 John 4:4). Dream a new dream. Catch a 
new vision of who you are. Fly on the wings of faith. Dare to go further than 
your natural eyes can see. Nothing is impossible to those who believe.

    Remember, good is the enemy of better, and better is the enemy of best.  
You cannot have something better until you let go of what you consider to be 
good.  Do not let some old prairie chicken talk you out of God's best.   That is what 
prairie chickens do.  "Oh praise God, aren’t these bugs delicious?  Aren't we 
humble, digging for worms in the dirt?" Don’t listen to the stupid advice of 
prairie chickens. Take yourself out behind the barn and give yourself a swift 
kick. Get angry at your half-baked, mediocre approach to life and get out of your 
rut. Do something different, even if you do it wrong.  Decide to live with 
enthusiasm, accomplishment, direction and excellence!!   Do it today, but do it 
for the glory of God!!

   Another reason we do not reach excellence in our lives, on our jobs, and 
in our church is because of our fear of failure.  Sometimes failure is a better 
teacher than success. Every great success story has an opportunity for failure. You 
have not failed until you quit; only then have you failed. After Thomas Edison 
finished his 700th experiment trying to develop the electric light his assistant said,  
"We have failed."   Edison replied, "No. We have found 700 ways that will not 
work.  Do not call these 700 experiments mistakes; call them our education.  Now 
let’s keep going until we find the answer." Are you afraid of failure?  Then you 
will never succeed.  You will never stub your toe standing still. Remember the 
turtle:  He never gets anywhere until he sticks his neck out. You cannot 
succeed if you are not willing to risk failure.
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    Another reason we fail to achieve excellence in our lives, on our jobs, 
and in church is lack of discipline.  Listen to this piece of advice: Discipline 
yourself so other people will not have to, and that is good advice whether you 
are 15 or 45.  If you want to achieve in sports, it requires sacrifice and work.  It 
you want to achieve in school, it requires studying and work.  It you want to 
achieve in your marriage, it requires understanding and work. It you want to 
achieve on your job, it requires consistency and work.   It you want to achieve in 
your walk with God, it requires faithfulness and commitment. Listen carefully, 
excellence requires discipline!! Lazy people do not attain excellence!!

    Excellence is not determined by sex, age, race, or occupation. Do not 
make excuses or plead your limitations. Everybody is handicapped in some 
ways. You can use your handicap as an excuse to scratch in the dirt with 
prairie chickens, or you can use it as a motivation to fly into the heavens and 
be all you can be.

    Have you failed?  Does your past look like a horror story?  Has Satan 
convinced you that God can no longer use you for His glory? Have the people 
around you given up on your ability?  Then, listen to the Word of God found in   
Philippians 3:13-14, "forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth   
unto   those   things   which   are before...press toward the mark for the prize of the 
high calling of God in Christ Jesus." Listen, get up!! Wipe the dust and the dirt 
off of your face. Get back in the race. Don’t give an alibi, give it another try.

 God’s standard of excellence was restored in 2 Chronicles 12:12. When 
Rehoboam humbled himself, the wrath of the Lord turned from him so as not 
to completely destroy him. Things also went well with Judah.  He humbled 
himself.  That was a big thing for a king to do in front of his people. The 
correlating passage in 1 Kings 15:4-5 says this, “Nevertheless, for David’s sake, 
the Lord gave Rehoboam a lamp in Jerusalem.”  

    The Bible says it is God's desire for you to live in excellence. He wants 
you to mount on the wings of eagles and reach for greatness. Some of you will 
never enjoy success through excellence because you have been satisfied with 
something far less than what God has designed for you.  The problem is you don’t 
see yourself as God sees you. You see yourself in the reflection of the prairie 
chickens around you. You are satisfied to scratch for bugs and worms in bitter 
frustration. I had rather try something big and fail than to plan to do nothing 
and to succeed. Reach for the excellence that is God's will for you.

    If you are not saved, why not today?

 Every one please stand for prayer.
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 Father, 
 I thank You for Your Word, that ministers life to those who hear it and 
receive it. Give me the courage to look to You for strength and encouragement in 
the face of my trials.  Help me to be persistent. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

6


