
Success #3
Investing For Success

Matthew 6:19-21

    The Bible is the greatest investment manual ever printed. The greatest 
business principles in print are in this book from which I preach. And what 
you are going to learn today will turn your life upside down and guarantee you 
wealth without risk, if you have faith enough to practice what is written in God's 
Word.

 You will never know how thrilled I am that you are in this service today. 
Why? Because I know in advance what is about to happen.

 What you are on the verge of discovering today is greater than all of the 
gold in Fort Knox and more valuable than hidden diamonds in the mines of 
South Africa.

 What I am going to discuss with you today is not about the size of your 
mansion or the horsepower of your custom sports coupe.  As you will learn in 
this study, it is a message that is at the very core of the kingdom of God.  You 
need to understand it, operate in it and adopt it as your lifestyle.

 There is only two ways for this great truth to come alive in your life. 
First, you must be ready to receive it. Before we go any further, I want to you to 
ask yourself these vital questions:

Have I fully repented of my sin?
 Is Christ truly the Lord of my life?

Am I ready to accept and act on God’s Word?
Am I willing to invest the time and effort necessary to receive what God has 
in store for me?

 Will I acknowledge the source of my supply?
Will I be reliable and trustworthy with the truths that God has planted in my 
mind?

If your answer is “Yes” to these questions, get ready for an outpouring 
of God’s blessing on your life. I believe the skies will open and you will be 
drenched from head to toe with God’s new and fresh anointing.

Secondly, you must understand your authority over the enemy. In a 
world steeped in mental, moral, spiritual and economic poverty, the concept of 
spiritual authority is still foreign.  The vast majority of people on our planet feel 
trapped in a web of hopelessness and defeat.
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But, when one reads the Word of God, you soon discover that is not how 
God planned it to be. When Holy God created this beautiful, bountiful world, 
He also decreed in Genesis 1:28 that man should “have dominion” over it. Not 
just part of the earth, but all of it.

In the annals of history, there are examples of men and women who 
have attempted to conquer certain domains, unique realms, and specific 
kingdoms. Christopher Columbus discovered the New World. Sir Edmund 
Hillary was the first to climb Mount Everest. Dr. Jonas Salk found the vaccine 
that defeated the scourge of polio.

I stand before you today to proclaim that there are dominions God has 
for us to conquer that no man has ever attempted. The apostle Paul asked the 
Christians at Rome what it would take to separate us from the Lord’s blessings – 
“tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or 
sword?”

I get excited every time I read his answer.  “No,” he declared, “we are 
more than conquerors through him that loved us” (Romans 8:37). Child of God, 
we are more than an Edmund Hillary or an Alexander the Great. We are a part 
of the victorious army of the King of Kings.

It is time to break the syndrome of scarcity and want – the “missionary 
barrel” mentality that is always looking for hand-me-downs. As a child of God, 
you have the authority to proclaim, “God has declared that I will live in spiritual 
and financial victory, because I am more than a conqueror through Jesus Christ!”

 With that in mind, look once more at our text, "Do not lay up for yourselves 
treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and 
steal; but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust 
destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, 
there your heart will be also."

 Investments are exciting. Jesus knew that.  As He was preaching one day, 
to arrest the attention of His audience, Jesus said in Matthew 13:44, "My kingdom 
is like a treasure hidden in a field."

 Now, suppose I told you that while we were building our parking lot, we 
dug up part of a map telling us about a treasure chest filled with millions of 
dollars worth of precious jewels. How many of you would get up and go look 
for it?  There would be an instant vacuum in this church.  You would rip the 
doors off at the hinges and dash out in your silk suits and high heels to dig for 
the hidden treasure. The Bible is the treasure map, written by the King of the 
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Ages, and if you will obey it, you will be blessed in this life, and in the life to 
come, beyond your wildest dreams.

 Jesus wanted every one of His children to become master investors. Out 
of 38 parables, 16 of them deal with how to manage your possessions. That 
makes how to handle your investments one of the most important issues in the 
Bible. Scripture says more about how to manage wealth than about heaven 
and hell combined.  There are more than 2,000 verses on financial prosperity 
and how to handle your material possessions. A right view of finances is one that 
sees God as our Provider. All we need or could ever hope for is wrapped up in 
His providential care.

 Jesus taught us that investing is a must.  The man who does not invest 
has no future.  Jesus gave us the parable of the talents in Matthew 25.  A talent 
was a sum of money, equal to roughly $5,000. To one man the master gave five 
talents, to another two talents, and to another one talent. The man with five talents 
invested them and doubled his money. The man with two talents did the same 
thing. But the man with only one talent buried it for safekeeping. When the 
master of the house returned, he commended the servants who had invested 
the money wisely.  When he came to the man who had buried his one talent, 
he rebuked the servant and gave the one talent to the servant who had turned 
the five talents into ten.

 The message is this: what you do not invest you lose. If you mismanage 
God's resources, He will take it away from you and give it to somebody who 
will invest it in the kingdom of God. God did not give you what you have so you 
could hoard it. He wants you to invest it in His kingdom, so you will have wealth 
in this life and in the life to come.

 Have you seen those exciting pro-life commercials with beautiful 
children playing?  The television spots conclude with the statement, "Life - what a 
beautiful choice." If you will notice the fine print, the commercial says it is 
sponsored by the Arthur DeMoss foundation. DeMoss was an insurance man 
God entrusted with a great fortune. His legacy is a foundation vested with 300 
million dollars and one guiding principle: every dime of the interest on the 
foundation's investments is allocated to preaching the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
The resources God trusted to Arthur DeMoss are still blessing this nation, because 
God found an insurance man who said, "Lord, if you trust me with your resources, 
I will bless this nation with the power of the gospel." And God said, "Open your 
hands, brother, here it comes."

 The truth of what Jesus is saying is simply this: "Invest in yourselves." 
Listen once more to the words of Jesus, "Lay up for yourselves treasures in 
heaven." Please do not misunderstand when Jesus says, "Don't lay up for 
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yourselves treasures on earth where thieves carry it off and moths eat it and rust 
destroys it." The Bible does not teach against having "treasures" here on this 
earth, but the warning here is that they do not become the desires of our 
"heart." It was this same idea that caused Paul to write in 1 Timothy 6:10 that "the 
love of money is the root of all evil."  When it came to the subject of money, Jesus 
was clear in Matthew 6:24, "No man can serve two masters; for either he will hate 
the one and love the other, or he will hold to one and despise the other.  You cannot 
serve God and money."

Jesus knew that we must have the proper perspective when it comes to 
money. He also knew that you must learn to make your investments work for 
you. But many of us are so in debt that we have no savings and no investments.  In 
Proverbs 6:6-8 we have this warning, "Go to the ant, you sluggard! Consider her 
ways and be wise, which, having no captain, overseer or ruler, provides her 
supplies in the summer, and gathers her food in the harvest." Every day the ant 
saves a portion of what it has for a future day. We should do the same thing.

 Saving is a Biblical principle. There will come a day when you will need 
to draw from your resources, and if you have no investments, you have no 
future. That is what the Bible teaches.

 Money never takes a day off. When you invest, your finances work  for 
you 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 days out of the year.  Money never 
comes to you and says, "I am emotionally drained.  I need a four-week vacation in 
the Bahamas." Money never takes off sick and never comes to work late. Your 
finances will never join a union or need hospitalization.  Money will only do 
what you tell it, when you tell it, like you tell it. The fact is, money will either 
enslave you or it will empower you.

 Some young people are getting married and saying, "I want this, and I want 
this, and I want this, because my mom and dad have all this." What you are 
forgetting is that it took them 30 years to put all that together. Don’t get 
yourself so financially in hock over material possessions that you are screaming at 
each other in six months, "How are we going to pay for all this?" Indebtedness is 
the major cause of divorce among young married couples today. You have a 
lifetime ahead of you - take time to enjoy it.

 Have you ever wondered why the Bible puts so much attention on one's 
money? Money is a reflection of our heart!  The Bile says that: "for where your 
treasure is, there will your heart be also."  How does your heart relate to God? 
Take a look at your checkbook and you can tell exactly where your heart is!!

 If your investments are limited to this earth, you are the world's worst 
investor. The Bible tells us in 2 Peter 3:10 that this earth shall pass away, "The 
elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein 
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shall be burned up." Some day this old world is going up in smoke, and all your 
earthly investments with it.

 When you die, you are going to leave behind every penny you have ever 
made.

 If I told you that your house would burn to the ground today at 12:00 
noon, how many of you would go get everything you have and put it in the 
house? Would you leave your car in the garage?  Would you pile your money in 
the middle of the floor, and say, "Wow! This will really make a great fire"? No you 
would do exactly the opposite.  You would get everything you could out of that 
house!

 But some of you are investing everything you have right here on this 
earth.  The Bible says, "Don't invest it here, because it is going up in smoke."

 So what can you do? You must invest in the kingdom of God. That is the 
only eternal investment. God is not up for re-election every four years. He does 
not watch the Dow Jones ticker tape or read the Wall Street Journal. God says, 
"Give it to me.  I am your Father.  Let me invest it for you.  I will give it back to 
you, good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over."  Where can 
you match that?

 So Jesus' financial advice comes out this way: Invest in yourself, but 
invest wisely, because the final test of every investment is its permanence. 
Dewdrops are as pretty as diamonds - until the sun comes out. Jesus says not to 
invest in this earth because it is not permanent.  Invest in His kingdom and He 
will give it back to you both in this life and in life to come.

 Listen to what He said, "Lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven." Send it 
ahead of you, and it will be there when you get there. To the carnal mind 
that's insanity, because the carnal mind will only believe what it can see, touch 
and feel. But those who are persuaded that the Word of God is true can firmly fix 
themselves upon the fact that the Lord is faithful, and that He is a rewarder of those 
who diligently seek him.

 The Bible says the final test of value is permanence. 1 John 2:17 reminds 
us, "He that does the will of God abides forever." That is a powerful verse of 
Scripture.

 What is the return on your investment in the kingdom of God?  Is it 
10%, 20%, 50%?  The answer is found in Matthew 19:29 as Jesus talked to His 
disciples who has forsaken all to follow Him, "And everyone who has left houses 

5



or brothers or sisters or father or mother or wife or children or lands, for My 
name’s sake, shall receive a hundredfold, and inherit eternal life.”

 How much is a hundredfold? Is that 100%? No. One fold is 100%. A 
hundredfold is 10,000%.  How would you like your investments to pay you 
10,000%? That is what God says He will do for you!!!

 How much shall I give the Lord? All that you want to get back. How 
much shall I keep?  All that you want to lose.  That is the bottom line!!

 The return is measured in more than dollars and cents. Listen to what I 
am going to say here.  All that God returns to you is not money.  That is a very 
shallow, ungodly, limited view. He brings it to you in health and in the power 
and purity of happy relationships.

 When you invest for yourself with Jesus, He can make your enemies to 
be at peace with you. He can renew the relationships in your family that have 
been broken. He can give you peace that passes understanding, and joy 
unspeakable and full of glory. He can take all that He has and give it to you, as 
long as He can trust you to invest in His kingdom.

 Will you commit yourself to be an investor in the kingdom of God??

 If you are not saved, why not today? 

 Every one please stand for prayer.

 Father,
 Thank You for the Holy Spirit Who is present with us as we learn the truths 
of Your Word concerning finances. I believe all my needs are met, according to 
Your riches in glory. On the authority of Your Word I declare that gifts will be 
given to me; good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over 
shall they be poured into our bosom. I declare my abundance in Jesus’ name. 
Amen.
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