
Success #2
Qualifying for Success

Philippians 4:4-7

    We are constantly being required to qualify in every area of our lives.
 
 Have you ever gone to the bank for a loan?  If you enjoy going to the 
bank for a loan, you probably enjoy root canals and IRS audits.  A banker will 
ask you a series of questions like, "Do you have a job?”  “Is there the slightest 
chance you will ever be able to pay this back?" If you do not qualify for the loan, 
out the door you go.

 When you apply for admission to a university, you must qualify. The 
admissions board will want to know your Grade Point Average. They will look 
at documents like report cards, and ask unpleasant questions like, "Did you attend 
class?  Did you pass any subjects other than Basket Weaving, or Study Hall, or 
lunch?" If you didn't, you are not going to get in that university.  You don't 
qualify.

 Every doctor, every lawyer, every accountant, every teacher has to 
qualify before being approved by a state board to practice a trade. And thank 
God for that. When I go to the hospital and a doctor comes at me with a knife in 
his hand, I want to be sure he knows the difference between an appendectomy and 
a hysterectomy.

 God is no different. Every thing God offers in His Word, you must 
qualify to get it. The real problem with what I am saying is this – too many of 
God’s precious children have no earthly idea what the bible teaches!

 You might have gone to the best schools, graduated with top honors in 
your class; you might be able to understand many of the great mysteries of the 
world; but the most important book that you will ever read is the Bible, the 
inerrant Word of the Living God! Why? Because no other book offers you the 
blessings as does the Bible!

 How does one get started reaping the benefits of reading the Bible? The 
answer is simple:  Find a verse that speaks to your mind and make it a part of 
your life. For example, if you have a low self-esteem Psalm 139:14 says, “I will 
praise You; for I am fearfully and wonderfully made.” If you are plagued with fear 
Psalm 34:4 says, “I sought the Lord and he heard me, and delivered me from all 
my fears.” If you are struggling with patience Ephesians 6:13 says, “Having done 
all…stand.” 
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 There is a term in theology called a propositional revelation. Do you 
want salvation?  If you will confess your sins and believe in your heart that Jesus 
has been raised from the dead, and ask Him to come into your heart and save you, 
you will be saved. If you do not receive Jesus Christ as your personal Savior, 
you cannot be saved.  Church membership will not save you. Believing in God 
will not save you. Being confirmed and/or baptized will not save you. Reading 
the Bible will not save you. All of these things are great, but they alone will not 
save you!! If you want to be saved, you must ask Jesus Christ to come into 
your heart and save you!!

 Do you want healing? You can have it if you can believe, because the 
Bible says that possible to those who believe. Hebrews reminds us that without 
faith it is impossible to please God.  Listen, the people who say, "I don't believe in 
miracles" will never get one. You will believe when you need one, but you will 
never get one until you start exercising your faith.

 Do you want to prosper?  Luke 6:38 tells us how to qualify, "Give, and it 
shall be given unto you." How? "Good measure, pressed down, and shaken 
together, and running over."

 Everything that God controls, gives. The sun gives the light of day.  
Plants give food.  God the Father loved the world so much that He gave His 
only begotten Son. Jesus Christ gave His life a ransom for many. If you have a 
problem with giving, then you are a carnal Christian. How do I know? Because a 
Spirit-filled Christian is one who is controlled by the Holy Spirit, and 
everything God controls, gives.  2 Corinthians 9:7 reminds us that "The Lord 
loves a cheerful giver," and when you live under the control of the Holy Spirit, 
giving is fun!

 As one studies the Word of God you will find that God warns us of 
things that will disqualify us from ever having success. Today we are going to 
look at four things that will kill every business deal, and God will guarantee 
you poverty if you practice just one of them.

 1.  Idolatry. Idolatry is defined as “the worship of a physical object as a god, 
or immoderate devotion or attachment to something.”  The first commandment 
says this in Exodus 20:3, “You shall have no other gods before me." Not rock 
stars, not movie stars, not athletic stars; just the Bright and Morning Star, 
Jesus Christ.

 I am talking about idolatry, the inordinate devotion of anything other 
than God.  How much time do you spend watching your favorite TV series   or 
Fox News?  Who gets prime time in your life?  Compare the time you watch 
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T.V. to the time you spend reading God's Word. Who or what is the lord of your 
life? Who has the influence over your life, Hollywood or the Holy Spirit?

 That which is first in your life is your god.

 2.  Laziness.  If there is a great book on the work ethic in the world, and 
it is the Bible.  The Bible says in Exodus 20:9, "Six days you shall  labor, and do 
all your work." God worked, and some of you ought to try it. It would be a new 
experience for some of you. 1 Timothy 5:8 says that he who does not provide for 
his own family has denied the faith and is worse than an infidel (unbeliever). The 
Word of God says this in 2 Thessalonians 3:10, "...if any would not work, neither 
should he eat." My friend, the Word of God condemns laziness!!

 Nothing in your life is going to work until you do. Work  hard: the job 
you save may be your own. Many people are fascinated by work.  They can sit 
down beside it and watch it for hours. One plant manager asked the supervisor, 
"How many people work here?" The supervisor replied, "About half of them."

 Americans have been led to believe we ought to get more money for 
doing less work.  That, my friend, is called socialism, and socialism leads to 
poverty. Get excited about your job.  Successful people will do what needs to be 
done.  A failure will do what his boss makes him do!  Which one of those groups 
are you in?

 If you are a Christian, you ought to be the best worker in your company. 
When your boss gets ready to lay people off, he would not dare think of letting 
you go because he can't do without you. If you are a Christian doing a sleazy job, 
your boss ought to fire you tomorrow, because you ought to be working circles 
around everyone else.

Proverbs 26:15 tells us that "The slothful (lazy) man hides his hand in his 
bosom." Do you know what that means? It means that the lazy man will 
pretend to be hurt and/or sick to keep from working. Laziness will guarantee 
your life to be unsuccessful.

 3. Borrowing. Please do not misunderstand what I am going to say, 
because when credit is used wisely, it can be a great thing. But, we have this 
warning in Romans 13:8 says, "Owe no man any thing, but to love one another." 
The context of that Scripture is not that we should not have any credit, but 
that we should not become a slave to debt. Proverbs 22:7 says this, “The rich 
rules over the poor, and the borrower is servant to the lender.”  Every bank to 
which you are in debt over your head has made you a slave. Every credit card 
to which you are in debt over your head has made you a slave. Today I am 
looking at a house full of slaves dressed in silk.  
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 One of the quickest ways to financial success is plastic surgery - cut up 
your credit cards!!

 4.  Refusing to tithe.  What does our tithing do with our success? Let me 
put it another way:  Why should we tithe in the first place? Because it is God's 
financial plan for you. The money you spend for lunch today will last about 
four hours.  Money spent for a car will last about 60 months, maybe. But money 
spent for the kingdom of God will last forever. The Bible says to lay up for 
yourselves treasures in heaven. The day is going to come when all that you will 
have is what you have given to God!!

 Why should I tithe? Because God commands it!  The Bible says in 
Malachi 3:10 that we are to “bring all the tithes into the storehouse.”  Jesus said in 
John 14:15, "If you love me, keep my commandments." 

 Have you ever heard those people who would like for you to think that they 
are "real spiritual" say something like, "Well, I'm praying about what God wants 
me to do about tithing." My friend, that is a stupid statement!! The Word of God 
has already given you that direction, and God said, "Do it!"

 The Word of God says that "God loves a cheerful giver." That word 
"cheerful" means "joyful" or literally ‘hilarious’." With that thought in mind, let me 
once more remind you of what Jesus said, when He said, "If you love me, keep my 
commandments." Ladies and gentlemen, there should be a difference in the 
attitudes of our giving to Jesus and giving to the IRS. You do not give to the 
IRS because you "feel led;" you give to the IRS because it's the law. On the 
other hand, you do not give to Jesus because it is the law; you give to Jesus 
because of your love for Him.  Therefore, if you tithe because of your love for 
Jesus it is a "cheerful" experience!!

 Why should I tithe? Because God calls those who do not tithe robbers.  
Malachi 3:8 says, "Will a man rob God? Yet you have robbed Me.  But you say, ‘In 
what way have we robbed You?  In tithes and offerings."

 If you do not tithe God sees you as a crook.  He probably has your 
picture on his "most wanted" bulletin board in heaven. Do you know the 
difference between a "thief" and a "robber"?  According to the North Carolina 
General Statutes, a "thief” is someone who will break into your house and 
steal your possessions while you are away, or without your knowledge. A 
"robber" is someone who will take your possessions from you face-to-face. 
What does that to do with our refusing to tithe? The answer is simple, when you 
refuse to tithe, because of your love for Jesus, you are taking from God what is 
rightly His, and the Word of God calls you a "robber." Therefore, if the Word 
of God is true (and it is), some of you came to church this morning wearing 

4



stolen clothes and stolen jewelry, riding in stolen cars. You took God's tithes 
and offerings and bought those things.  And God's computer in heaven has a red 
light flashing beside your name - Beep, beep, beep, poverty, poverty, poverty.

 You say, "Preacher, I don't believe that."  The Word of God says in Malachi 
3:9 says, "You are cursed with a curse: for you have robbed me."  I did not write 
that, God did. If you do not tithe, you are living under a curse. You will work 
harder and harder and make less and less.  Why? Because you are in rebellion to 
the will of God.

 These four things will disqualify you from success. You can work  as 
hard as you want to, but you are not going to get ahead; you are not going to 
catch up.

 How, then, do we qualify for success?  There are two major steps to 
qualify for success in the eyes of God.

 The first step is to become a child of God.  Why is that necessary? 
Because God owns it all and He controls it all for the benefit of His children.  
Psalm 24:1 says that "the earth is the Lord's, and the fullness thereof."  In Haggai 
2:8 we have been told, "The silver is mine, and the gold in mine, says the Lord of 
hosts." Deuteronomy 8:18 reminds us that "It is the Lord who gives you power to 
get wealth."

 This truth is made very clear for us in Romans 8:14-17, "For as many as are 
led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.  For you have not received the 
spirit of bondage again to fear; but you have received the Spirit of adoption, 
whereby we cry, Abba, Father.  The Spirit himself beareth witness with our Spirit, 
that we are the children of God; And if children, then heirs - heirs of God, and joint 
heirs with Christ - if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified 
together."

God wants you to have His abundance, but He cannot let you have it 
unless you are His child.

 Step two in qualifying for success is to learn the joy of giving. I repeat, 
everything that God controls, gives. If God controls your life, your life will be 
marked by the fact that you are a giver!!
 
 Listen very carefully, when you do not enjoy giving it is because of the 
sin of greed. And when the sin of greed dominates your life, you become 
miserly and stagnant and dead. And your  money and your talents and your time 
becomes the poison that destroys your spirituality and ultimately your witness for 
the Lord.
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 When there is no joy in your giving, there is no success in your living!!

 If you are not saved today, why not come right now.  If you are saved, why 
not make God the Lord of your giving. 

 Everyone please stand for prayer.

 Father,
 Today, I stand firm on Your Word for my life, for my family, and for my 
church; the gates of hell shall not prevail against me. Therefore, it is with great joy 
that I confess to You a any Savior and that I am more than a conqueror through 
Christ Who loves me.  In Jesus’ name. Amen.
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