
Thunder Sunday—2014
The Sowing, the Growing, the Knowing

Matthew 13:24-30

Have you ever just sat and watched the News on television, or read the 
headlines in the newspaper and asked yourself, “Why does God allow all of this to 
happen?” Why are hundreds of children dying in war-torn nations? Why are 
so many families experiencing violence in their homes and in their work 
place? Why is there so much crime in our streets, in our schools, and in our 
homes? Why do our sports heroes get caught up in cheating and drugs? Why 
do politicians, who are supposed to set some measure of standard, lie, cheat, 
and slander if they think it will help them win? 

The answer is found in the lesson that Jesus is teaching here in Matthew 
13. Matthew wrote this book because he wants us to know this one basic truth
—when Jesus Christ came to earth; He brought the kingdom of God with 
Him. Wherever Jesus went, the kingdom went. Wherever Jesus is, that’s where 
the kingdom is too. That’s the whole point of the book of Matthew. 

It begins in Matthew chapter 1 where Matthew establishes that Jesus 
was born of royal linage. Jesus is the rightful heir of David’s throne. He is the 
King. In Matthew 2, we see Jesus anointed as king and worshiped by Magi. 
And in Matthew chapters 4-12, Jesus reveals both the nature and the power of His 
kingdom as He goes about preaching, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near.” 
The kingdom of heaven is near because wherever Jesus is, that’s where the 
kingdom is also. And wherever the kingdom is sickness is healed, demons are 
overthrown, and death itself is conquered!  

When Jesus Christ came into the world, the kingdom of heaven came 
too. And because Jesus died on the cross and rose from the grave, His 
kingdom remains in the world today. Do you feel the kingdom’s presence? 
Maybe. Do see its power working? Perhaps.

Then tell me why, if the kingdom of heaven has come in Christ, why 
does rebellion and murder and selfishness and pride still abound? Fortunately, 
we don’t have to guess. Jesus Himself explains this parable to us.

Look, first of all, at the sowing. Verse 24 says, “Another parable He put 
forth to them, saying: The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed good seed 
in his field.” In verse 38 Jesus gives us this insight, “The field is the world, the 
good seeds are the sons of the kingdom, but the tares are the sons of the wicked 
one.”
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Notice that Jesus says, “…the field is the world…” Jesus gave us this 
commission in Acts 1:8, “But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has 
come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea 
and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 

The “world” is our mission field. John 3:16 says, “For God so loved the 
world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should 
not perish but have everlasting life.” 

Ladies and gentlemen, it is the heart of God to reach this world for the 
cause of Christ. 1 Timothy 2:4 tell us that it is the “will of God that all men to be 
saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.” Listen to what we have been told 
in 2 Peter 3:9, “The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count 
slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but 
that all should come to repentance.”

Jesus went on to say, “But while men slept, his enemy came and sowed tares 
among the wheat, and went his way.” The words “while men slept” speaks of the 
“night” when there is no one to observe the enemy sowing his seed. This is the 
same idea that we have in Isaiah 51:9, when Isaiah cried out in his day, “Awake, 
awake, put on strength, O arm of the Lord! Awake as in the ancient days, in the 
generations of old.” Paul preached to those of his day in Romans 13:11, “And do 
this, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep; for now our 
salvation is nearer than when we first believed.”

And when Jesus said “among the wheat,” His usage of the Greek was 
very strong, indicating the enemy sowed his seed in every part of the field, not 
just a little section over in the corner. And Jesus is saying that while the Body 
of Christ has fallen asleep, during the night of our complacency, during the 
night of our indifference, the enemy has come and planted his seed, and now 
we are seeing the results in many of our churches. We have tares in the ministry, 
among our teachers, and among the other leaders of our churches.

Look, next, at the growing. Now watch this – when the disciples heard that 
the “enemy” did this the replied, “Do you want us then to go and gather them up?” 
Now that is the normal response of the world, “If there is a problem, we will just 
get rid of it.” And, unfortunately, that same attitude has crept into the church, “If 
there are tares among the wheat, then we will just snatch up the tares and throw 
them out.” 

But there is a problem – “tares” look like “wheat.” Ladies and 
gentlemen, we have not changed very much from Jesus’ day until our day, and 
the religious leaders are still trying to keep the “tares” out of the church. But 
there is a problem – that is not my job. God has not appointed any of us to be 
Judge.
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You see, we judge “tares” and “wheat” based on what we can see, touch, 
and smell. And based on how someone acts, or on how someone dresses, or on 
how someone smells, we conclude “There is no way this can be a “wheat,” so we 
will just pull it up and throw it away.”

But have you ever seen a wheat field after a storm? Some of those stalks 
are broken, twisted, and bent down. Some have been stepped on and pushed 
aside. And in the midst of their struggles, they no longer look very appealing.

Please listen to me today – there are some precious believers that have 
been through the storms of life. And they are bent down and broken. They are 
struggling just to stand upright again. And they just might not look real godly, 
and they just might not look real spiritual, and they just might be struggling 
with their faith, and they just might have wavered in their walk with God. And 
on the outside we might conclude, “This has to be a tare.” But my friend, this 
“tare” look-a-like is still a child of the King, and you had better be real careful 
how you deal with the King’s kids!

In fact, Jesus gave us this warning in verses 28-29, when he workers asked, 
“Should we pull out the weeds? No, he replied, you’ll uproot the wheat if you do.” 
You see, Jesus was an authority on farming because He knew exactly what 
would happen if the workers should begin to remove the tares from His field – 
they would destroy the wheat also. This is an excellent picture of life. We 
cannot exist in this world without mixing and mingling with unbelievers. We must 
go into their shops, buy their products, work alongside them in our factories, and 
in many ways deal with them in our everyday living. Therefore, we have these 
encouraging words in 2 Peter 1:4, “by which have been given to us exceedingly 
great and precious promises, that through these you may be partakers of the divine 
nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.”

So why doesn’t Jesus just eliminate all of the “tares”? Is it because He 
doesn’t care? No, No, and a thousand times no!! It is because of His grace! Let 
me once more remind you of 2 Peter 3:9, “The Lord isn’t really being slow about 
his promise, as some people think. No, he is being patient for your sake. He does 
not want anyone to be destroyed, but wants everyone to repent.” My friend, there 
is only one reason Jesus has not yet returned for His glorious church – lost 
people!  If you are in the sound of my voice, and you have never invited Jesus 
Christ to come into your life, forgive you of your sins, and make you a Christian, 
then be thankful, because you have been given another opportunity to do so!

Jesus put it this way as He explained it to His disciples in verses 39-43, “He 
answered and said to them: He who sows the good seed is the Son of Man. The 
field is the world, the good seeds are the sons of the kingdom, but the tares are the 
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sons of the wicked one. The enemy who sowed them is the devil, the harvest is the 
end of the age, and the reapers are the angels. Therefore as the tares are gathered 
and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of this age. The Son of Man will send 
out His angels, and they will gather out of His kingdom all things that offend, and 
those who practice lawlessness, and will cast them into the furnace of fire. There 
will be wailing and gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine forth as the sun 
in the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears to hear, let him hear!”   

The Word of God teaches that a day of judgment is coming. Some 
people deny it. Some people mock it. But on multiple occasions, Jesus warns us 
that it’s true. 

There is a final day and on that day all humanity will be divided into 
one of two groups - those who have been made righteous in Christ and those 
who stand condemned. On that day, we’re not going to worry about the silly 
things we worry about today. On that day it won’t matter whether you were 
pretty or plain. It won’t matter whether you were clumsy or athletic. It won’t 
matter whether you were rich or poor, whether you were called a success or a 
failure, whether you were educated or illiterate. On that day the only thing that’s 
going to matter is this - are you a “wheat” or are you a “tare”? Are you a child of 
the kingdom or are you a child of the evil one?

Listen Mr. Tare! Listen Mrs. Tare! Listen Miss Tare! You can fool those 
who plant, you can fool those who have watered, you can fool all those who 
have chopped the weeds, but you will never fool God. Listen to those warning 
found in Galatians 6:7, “Do not be deceived, God is not mocked, for what ever a 
man sows, that shall he also reap.” The Greek reads like this, “Don’t be misled—
you cannot mock the justice of God. You will always harvest what you plant.” 

You might say, “Bro. Cliff, how can we know?” The Bible does not leave us 
guessing, as seen in 1 John 5:11-13, “And this is the testimony: that God has given 
us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. He who has the Son has life; he who does 
not have the Son of God does not have life. These things I have written to you who 
believe in the name of the Son of God, that you may know that you have eternal 
life, and that you may continue to believe in the name of the Son of God.”

The assurance is in the Word of God. Romans 10:9-10 says, “That if you 
confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has 
raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. For with the heart one believes unto 
righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.” Please 
hear me today – there may be times that you may not look like a “wheat,” and 
you may not even act like a “wheat,” but if there was ever a time that you 
received Jesus Christ as your personal Savior, you can rest assured you are a 
child of the King.
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