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Snakes in the Camp 
 

Numbers 21:4-9 
 

Snakes. Do you like them? Not many do. In fact, studies tell us 
that snakes are the 4th leading phobia in America.  

 
However, in some cultures snakes are held in high esteem as 

powerful religious symbols. Questalcoatl, the mythical "Plumb 
Serpent" was worshipped as the "master of life" by ancient Aztecs of 
Central America. Some African cultures worshipped the rock python 
and considered the killing of one to be serious crime. In Australia, 
the Aborigines associated a giant rainbow serpent with the creation 
of life. Others have associated snakes with medical power or rebirth. In 
India cobras are regarded as reincarnations of important people call 
“nagras.” Our modern medical symbol of two snakes wrapped 
around a staff or “caduceus,” comes from ancient Greek Mythology. 
According to the Greeks, the mythical figure “Asculapius” discovered 
medicine by watching as one snake used herbs to bring another back to 
life. However in Judeo-Christian cultures snakes are almost always 
symbols of evil. In the Garden of Eden it was the “serpent” that 
beguiled Eve into eating the forbidden fruit. In Revelation 12:9 & 
20:2 the devil is called “the serpent.”  

 
In our text God sends into the Jewish camp fiery serpents, 

many were bitten and many died. Why would God do something 
like that? Well let us examine the context to discover just why. 

 
God has brought Israel out of Egypt with a mighty arm, with 

the greatest show of miracles and supernatural deliverances ever 
seen on this earth! All through the Old Testament and in the books 
of Acts, Corinthians and Hebrews in the New Testament, hereafter 
God will remind His people of the mercies shown, the power 
displayed, the wondrous deliverances of this chosen and blessed 
people! The plagues in Egypt culminating in the miraculous death of the 
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first-born of every family, every beast of the Egyptians; the march 
through the Red Sea on dry ground between the walls of standing water; 
the destruction of Pharaoh’s army. These will be the subject of song 
and story and divine revelation and heathen amazement throughout 
the rest of the Old Testament. 

 
And what blessings God showed His loving people! There was 

the “manna” which fed this company of 3,000,000 day-by-day, 
without fail for 40 years. God has wondrously led them with a “pillar 
of fire” in the night and a “cloud” by day. And the Shekinah Glory of 
God was with them continually! God was revealing Himself to Israel! 

 
Unbelieving, rebelling, murmuring, complaining, they harassed 

Moses, and they insulted God, as seen in verse 5, “They began to speak 
against God and Moses. “Why have you brought us out of Egypt to die 
here in the wilderness?” they complained. “There is nothing to eat here 
and nothing to drink. And we hate this horrible manna!” How sad it is 
when the people of God forget His amazing grace and His wonderful 
blessings!! 

 
In speaking of the sins of Israel in the wilderness, God says in 

Hebrews 3:10,  “So I was angry with them, and I said, ‘their hearts 
always turn away from me. They refuse to do what I tell them.” What 
was the nature of the sin of these people whose heart was “turned 
away” from God? And the answer is: “They began to speak against 
God and Moses. “Why have you brought us out of Egypt to die here in 
the wilderness?” they complained. “There is nothing to eat here and 
nothing to drink. And we hate this horrible manna!” In a nutshell the 
children of God were ungrateful for His blessings, unsubmissive to 
His will, and unthankful for His grace!! 

  
What does any of this have to do with us today? Philippians 

2:14 says, ”Do everything without complaining and arguing.” I am 
convinced; one of the greatest sins of Christians today is that of 
ingratitude!  
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Listen to me very carefully right here: because of thankful 

hearts, every Worship Service should be a Praise Service! Psalm 
100:2-4 says this, “Worship the Lord with gladness. Come before him, 
singing with joy. Acknowledge that the Lord is God! He made us, and 
we are his.  We are his people, the sheep of his pasture. Enter his gates 
with thanksgiving…into his courts with praise. Give thanks to him and 
praise his name.” Child of God, Every service should be a praise 
service, as we acknowledge the love of God, the grace of God, and the 
patience of God in our everyday living!!  

 
Now listen very carefully to this statement: the people who did 

not like God’s way did not like God’s man. The people who 
complained against God complained against Moses at the same 
time! Listen carefully right here - God does not want to hear your 
complaints! He wants to hear praise! God’s people should have been 
thanking God for all He had done for them and instead of 
complaining. Somebody maybe thinking come on now Brother Cliff, 
there are sometimes in life were you just have to complain. Like when 
you have bills and no money. Like when your factory is closing. Like 
when your sons on drugs. Like when your daughter is having her third 
baby and is not married yet. Like when your husband ran off with a 
girl younger that your youngest child. Like when your wife is sleeping 
with your best friend. Let me ask you something: do you actually 
think God does not know what you are going through? Do you 
actually think God does not see your pain, frustration, and 
sometimes, anger? Sure He does! But what is His answer? Praise 
Him for His grace and goodness!  

 
Paul put it this way in Romans 8:18, “For I consider that the 

sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the 
glory which shall be revealed in us.” Listen carefully; God doesn’t 
want to hear our complaints! He wants to hear our praise! 

 
The Bible says in verses 6-9, “Then the Lord sent venomous 
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snakes among them; they bit the people and many Israelites died. The 
people came to Moses and said, "We sinned when we spoke against the 
Lord and against you. Pray that the Lord will take the snakes away from 
us." So Moses prayed for the people. The Lord said to Moses, "Make a 
snake and put it up on a pole; anyone who is bitten can look at it and 
live." So Moses made a bronze snake and put it up on a pole. Then when 
anyone was bitten by a snake and looked at the bronze snake, he lived.” 
 

So what was God trying to teach Israel then and us today? The 
“snakes” here are a picture of Satan. The poison of their bite is a 
picture of sin. The death that followed for many pictures the death that 
sins brings, as seen in James 1:15, “Then, when desire has conceived, it 
gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, brings forth death.”  
And the “bronze snake” on the pole pictures Christ to whom every 
lost person may look and find forgiveness, redemption, and 
everlasting life!  Jesus said this in John 3:14-17, “As Moses lifted up the 
serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that 
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. For God 
so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever 
believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. For God did 
not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world 
through Him might be saved.” The remedy is simple, yet profound – a 
look for life! 

 
Notice the process in verse 7, “The people came to Moses and said, 

"We sinned when we spoke against the Lord and against you. Pray that 
the Lord will take the snakes away from us." Remember 1 John 1:9 says, 
“If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just and will forgive us our 
sins and purify us from all unrighteousness."  

Because of their honest confession of sin, honest repentance, God 
gave them mercy, as seen in verses 7-9, “So Moses prayed for the 
people. The Lord said to Moses, "Make a snake and put it up on a pole; 
anyone who is bitten can look at it and live." So Moses made a bronze 
snake and put it up on a pole. Then when anyone was bitten by a snake 
and looked at the bronze snake, he lived.” 
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Moses was a great example of Intercessory prayer. He was also 

a great example for those of us in leadership in this area of 
Intercession. The fact of the matter is he often Interceded for the people 
even when they did not ask, as seen in Exodus 32:1-14, Now when the 
people saw that Moses delayed coming down from the mountain, the 
people gathered together to Aaron, and said to him, “Come, make us 
gods that shall go before us; for as for this Moses, the man who brought 
us up out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become of 
him.” And Aaron said to them, “Break off the golden earrings which are 
in the ears of your wives, your sons, and your daughters, and bring them 
to me.” So all the people broke off the golden earrings, which were in 
their ears, and brought them to Aaron. And he received the gold from 
their hand, and he fashioned it with an engraving tool, and made a 
molded calf. Then they said, “This is your god, O Israel, that brought 
you out of the land of Egypt!” So when Aaron saw it, he built an altar 
before it. And Aaron made a proclamation and said, “Tomorrow is a 
feast to the Lord.” Then they rose early on the next day, offered burnt 
offerings, and brought peace offerings; and the people sat down to eat 
and drink, and rose up to play. And the Lord said to Moses, “Go, get 
down! For your people whom you brought out of the land of Egypt have 
corrupted themselves. They have turned aside quickly out of the way, 
which I commanded them. They have made themselves a molded calf, 
and worshiped it and sacrificed to it, and said, ‘This is your god, O 
Israel, that brought you out of the land of Egypt!’” And the Lord said to 
Moses, “I have seen this people, and indeed it is a stiff-necked people! 
Now therefore, let Me alone, that My wrath may burn hot against them 
and I may consume them. And I will make of you a great nation.” Then 
Moses pleaded with the Lord his God, and said: “Lord, why does Your 
wrath burn hot against Your people whom You have brought out of the 
land of Egypt with great power and with a mighty hand? Why should the 
Egyptians speak, and say, ‘He brought them out to harm them, to kill 
them in the mountains, and to consume them from the face of the earth’? 
Turn from Your fierce wrath, and relent from this harm to Your people. 
Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, Your servants, to whom You 
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swore by Your own self, and said to them, ‘I will multiply your 
descendants as the stars of heaven; and all this land that I have spoken of 
I give to your descendants, and they shall inherit it forever.’” So the 
Lord relented from the harm which He said He would do to His people.”  
Sure Moses got feed up with their attitudes and got tired of hearing 
them always gripping, grumbling, and complaining about his 
leadership and God’s provision. But he was always willing to stand 
in the gap for them! 

Hear me well today: whether dealing with the Jews in the Old 
Testament or dealing with us here today, our God has always been a 
God of mercy and hope. Remember, John 3:14-15 tells us this event 
was a prophetic symbol, “As Moses lifted up the bronze snake on a pole 
in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, so that everyone 
who believes in him will have eternal life.” 2 Corinthians 5:21, “For He 
made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the 
righteousness of God in Him.”  

Ladies and gentlemen, on the cross He who new no sin became 
sin for us to give us Hope. Because He died I have been justified. 
Because He died I have been forgiven all my sin not part but in full. 
Because He died I have peace with God. Because He died I have 
Hope! Jesus says this in Revelation 1:18, “I am He who was dead but 
am alive for ever more."  

Ladies and gentlemen, that is the hope of all mankind! Why? 
Because Romans 3:23 reminds us “for all have sinned and fall short of 
the glory of God.” It is a biblical fact – each and every one of us has 
been bitten by that “serpent”! Each of us has flaws, each of us has 
weaknesses, and each of us has issues! And the truth is, each of us 
cries out for grace, mercy and forgiveness!   

And what does Jesus do? Romans 8:26 & 34 puts it this way, 
“Likewise the Spirit also helps in our weaknesses. For we do not know 
what we should pray for as we ought, but the Spirit Himself makes 
intercession for us with groanings, which cannot be uttered…Who is he 
who condemns? It is Christ who died, and furthermore is also risen, who 
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is even at the right hand of God, who also makes intercession for us.” 
 
Remember, we are talking about Moses being an example of 

Christ. So, what about Christ life as He walked on this earth? Did 
people gossip talk about Him? Yes. In fact, Matthew 11:19 says they 
called Him a glutton, a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and 
"sinners.” Did they lie about Him? Yes! Matthew 26:60 tells us, “That 
many false witnesses came forward to speak against Him.” Did they kill 
Him? Yes! They nailed Him to a Roman cross! What did He do? Luke 
23:34 tells us He cried out words of Intercession from that very 
cross! I can hear Him saying, "Father forgive them for they don’t know 
what they are doing." That, my friend, is Intercession! Now let us talk 
about what Jesus is doing right now In 1 John 2:1-2 gives us this insight, 
"My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if 
anybody does sin, we have one who speaks to the Father in our defense - 
Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, 
and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world." Right 
now, as Satan continues to bring charges against us, Jesus is 
speaking to God the Father in our defense. And that is grounds for 
each of us to give Him praise and glory!  

 
If you have never been saved, why not today? 
 
Please stand for prayer. 
 
Father, 
Your Word is true. Thank You for nailing my sin to the Cross that 

I might have hope in this world of despair. Give me the courage to live 
my life as a Victor and not see myself as a Victim! I can – because I 
know I am more than a conqueror through Christ who loves me. Amen. 
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