
Romans #7
Righteousness by Faith

Romans 4:15

          In our last study, we looked at the doctrine of justification, as compared 
to conversion. We saw that in conversion we receive a new life and a new nature, 
as seen in 2 Corinthians 5:17-18, "Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new 
creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new. Now 
all things are of God, who has reconciled us to Himself through Jesus Christ, and 
has given us the ministry of reconciliation.” In justification we receive a new 
standing as seen in 2 Corinthians 5:21, “For He made Him who knew no sin to be 
sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.” 

This week, as we continue our study in the book of Romans, we are 
going to take a look at the life of righteousness.

Look at Romans 4:13, “What then shall we say that Abraham our father has 
found according to the flesh? For if Abraham was justified by works, he has 
something to boast about, but not before God. For what does the Scripture say? 
“Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness.” Now to 
him who works, the wages are not counted as grace but as debt.” 

The Bible tells us “Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for 
righteousness.” The word “righteous” means “upright” or “free from wrong.” But 
the problem is we have already been told in Romans 3:10-11, “There is none 
righteous, no, not one; there is none who understands; there is none who seeks 
after God.” 

Therefore, we need to be careful that we do not draw the conclusion that 
the Bible is contradicting itself, for surely it isn’t. You see in Romans 3:10-11 
God is talking in relation to the entire human race as based on our own merits 
or "good works." This is better explained in Isaiah 53:6 where we are told, "All 
we like sheep have gone astray; 
 we have turned, every one, to his own way; 
 and the Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all.” You see, because of the 
universal curse of sin, each of us are pronged toward disobedience to the will 
of God for our lives, and therefore, stand in need of the "new birth." This is 
what David meant when he said in Psalm 51:5, "Behold, I was shaped in iniquity, 
and in sin did my mother conceive me." David was not saying that conception 
was sin, but that each of us is born sinners. This is made very clear in the 
Hebrew, “For I was born a sinner - yes, from the moment my mother conceived 
me.” Jesus put it this way in John 3:3, "Except a man be born again, he cannot see 
the kingdom of God."

 Because of man's sinfulness it was necessary to look beyond ourselves to 
become righteous, therefore, John 1:11-13 tells us Jesus did for us what we could 
not do for ourselves, "He came unto his own, and his own received him not. But as 
many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to 
them that believe on his name: who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the 
flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God." You see, God set the requirements for 
salvation, and then sent His only begotten Son to fulfill those requirements.

 With all of that in mind, Paul concluded that we obtain our 
righteousness through faith in Jesus Christ. And he says in Romans 4:5, "But to 
him who does not work but believes on Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is 
accounted for righteousness.” The Bible is clear, "All we like sheep have gone 
astray," but Jesus offered his blood as atonement for our sin. God accepted His 
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offering. And when we put our faith in the finished work of Jesus Christ, we are 
counted righteous, as seen in 2 Corinthians 5:21, "For He made Him who knew no 
sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.” Our 
righteousness then, is not something but Someone, as seen in 1 Corinthians 
1:30-31, "But of Him you are in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from 
God - and righteousness and sanctification and redemption - that, as it is written, 
“He who glories, let him glory in the Lord.” 

 Like justification, faith is the means of righteousness. The faith that 
produces righteousness causes us to make a confession of that faith, as seen in 
Romans 10:8-11, "But what does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and 
in your heart” (that is, the word of faith which we preach): that if you confess with 
your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from 
the dead, you will be saved. For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and 
with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. For the Scripture says, 
“Whoever believes on Him will not be put to shame.” I am convinced that if a 
man's faith is not strong enough to produce an open confession of faith in the 
Lord Jesus Christ, then that man's faith may not be strong enough to produce 
salvation and righteousness. You may have an opinion in your mind about Jesus 
Christ, but if that opinion does not bring about a desire to receive Jesus Christ as 
your personal Savior – then it is nothing more than an opinion. 

 The Bible also teaches us that faith that produces righteousness causes 
us to bring forth good fruit. James 2:14 says, "What does it profit, my brethren, if 
someone says he has faith but does not have works? Can faith save him?" The 
Greek reads like this, “What good is it, dear brothers and sisters, if you say you 
have faith but don’t show it by your actions? Can that kind of faith save anyone?” 
In other words, a faith that merely makes a man say that he is saved, but 
which does not cause him to have a desire to serve Christ is a faith that does 
not save! Do not misunderstand what I have said, for we are not saved by our 
works, as seen in Romans 11:6, "And if by grace, then it is no more works, 
otherwise grace is no more grace. But if it be of works, then it is no more grace; 
otherwise work is no more work." We are saved based on the single, simple 
condition of simple childlike faith in the finished work of Jesus Christ, but if 
this faith is real, your life will bear some measure of evidence that you are 
saved. This is exactly what Jesus told us in John 15:16, "You have not chosen me, 
but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that you should go and bring forth fruit, 
and that your fruit should remain..." But (watch this) the fruit Jesus is referring to 
has to do with one’s attitude more than one’s performance, as seen in Galatians 
5:22, "But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, 
goodness, faith, meekness (and) selfcontrol." If your faith does not produce these 
things, it just may nor be a real faith; and it just may not be a saving faith.

 With that thought in mind, look at how the Greek reads in Romans 4:22, 
"And because of Abraham’s faith, God counted him as righteous.” The word 
"counted” is translated “impute" in the King James Version, it can be translated 
either “charged” or  "credited," and is a banking term.

 Each week Mountain Grove Church does a “direct deposit” of our 
salary into our bank. And that deposit is “credited” to our account and for the 
rest of that week  draw from that account. This system is known as credit and 
debits.

 In a spiritual way, this is exactly what happened to us when we received 
Jesus Christ as our personal Savior. Look again at I Corinthians 1:3031, "But of 
Him you are in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God - and 
righteousness and sanctification and redemption - that, as it is written, “He who 
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glories, let him glory in the Lord.”  You see, the day you were saved, God 
deposited (credited) into your spiritual bank account this thing called 
"righteousness" and, in our walk with God, we draw (debit) from our 
heavenly bank account. And the good news is that it never runs dry! 

 But what does that have to do with faith? Faith in God is like a secret 
password that God gives us to tap into our spiritual bank account. Remember, 
Romans 10:17 says, "Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God." In 
other words, it is our faith in the Word of God that keeps us aware of our 
righteousness when Satan attacks us by bringing up some past experiences 
and/or failures. It is our faith in the Word of God that keeps us focused on 
who we are in Christ Jesus when Satan tries to get us to doubt our salvation. 
The truth of the matter is this – every attack that Satan brings against the child of 
God is an attack against our faith! 

 Look again at what Paul says, "But of Him you are in Christ Jesus, who 
became for us wisdom from God - and righteousness and sanctification and 
redemption.” In John 10:38 Jesus said, "...the Father is in me, and I in him." And 
then He made this statement in John 15:5, "I am the vine, you are the branches. He 
who abides in Me, and I in him, brings forth much fruit.” Listen to what we have 
been told in Hebrews 10:14, "For by one offering He has perfected forever those 
who are being sanctified." Now listen and get this, when God looks into our 
spiritual bank account He does not see all of our mistakes and failures, instead 
He sees holiness and righteousness. Now God made this huge deposit not 
based on anything good thing that we have done, but based on our simple 
childlike faith in the finished work of Jesus Christ!

 Look again at Romans 10:8-10 says, "But what does it say? “The word is 
near you, in your mouth and in your heart” (that is, the word of faith which we 
preach): that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your 
heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. For with the heart 
one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto 
salvation.” You see, the message of salvation begins with Jesus going to the 
cross because of our sins. That is why Isaiah 53 says, "He was pierced for our 
transgressions  by His wounds we are healed." The message of salvation states 
that Christ had to suffer as our scapegoat  to die and to go to hell in our place, 
because of our sins. His account was given all of our debts, and in return our 
account was given all of His riches. The message of the cross gives us peace, in 
knowing that God paid the bill of hell that we will not have to! 

 But Paul does not stop there; he says, "He (Christ) was raised for our 
justification." You see, a dead savior is no savior at all! But the Word of God 
reminds us that Christ "was buried, and that he rose again the third day according 
to the scriptures." And that resurrection was for our "justification." 

 Do you remember what your life was like before you received Jesus 
Christ as your personal Savior? The Bible says that you were an enemy of 
God  living in blindness, a lost soul without hope. The Bible says that you were 
ungodly, and guilty of treason against the God of heaven. 

 In its truest sense, the term "justification" is a courtroom term that 
means "declared not guilty." Therefore, when we accept Jesus Christ as our 
personal Savior, God looks at our life with all of its sin, all of its failures, all of 
its scars, and all of its dirt, and based on the death, burial and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ, He declares, "Not guilty." Glory to God! 
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