
Romans #5
It Is No Advantage At All

Romans 3:1-20

      In our last study of this epistle, we looked as the Apostle Paul accused 
his hearers of not living up to what God had called them to be. In Romans 2:17 
Paul says, "But if are called a Jew…” You see, an individual might live in Israel 
and be a descendant of Abraham and not be a Jew. In other words, to be a real 
Jew is not a matter of pedigree; it is a matter of character. It is not a matter of 
being born in Israel; it is a matter of being born of God.

 And that is the way it is with you and I that are members of some 
church. Church membership does not save you. The Lord's Supper does not save 
you. Baptism  does not save you. You and I are saved through a simple 
childlike faith in the finished work of Jesus Christ. 

This week we are going to look  as Paul continues to direct his remarks 
directly to the Jews, but are applicable to those of us right here tonight. 

Look at Romans 3:12, "What advantage then has the Jew, or what is the 
profit of circumcision? Much in every way! Chiefly because to them were 
committed the oracles of God.” You will notice that in the first few verses of 
chapter 3, the Apostle Paul is carrying on an argument with himself and with 
an imaginary objector. 

The first question that arises is simply, "What advantage then has the Jew?" 
There has never been another nation and people that has had the advantages 
of the socalled "Jew." To understand the position of the Jews, one must look 
at the Word of God. For example, with the exception of the first 11 chapters of 
Genesis, the whole Old Testament deals with the Jews  their history and the 
writings of their prophets. 

We can look into the Scripture and find that they are God's chosen people, 
as seen in Genesis 12:13, "Now the LORD had said to Abram: Get out of your 
country, from your family and from your father's house, to a land that I will show 
you. I will make you a great nation; I will bless you and make your name great; 
and you shall be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and I will curse him 
who curses you; and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed." We are 
told of God's watchcare towards them, as seen in Isaiah 54:17, "No weapon 
formed against you shall prosper, and every tongue which shall raise against you 
in judgment you shall condemn. This is the heritage of the servants of the Lord, 
and their righteousness is from Me, says the Lord." We are told of the preservation 
of the Jew in Leviticus 26:44-45, "Yet for all that, when they are in the land of 
their enemies, I will not cast them away, nor shall I abhor them, to utterly destroy 
them and break My covenant with them; for I am the LORD their God. But for 
their sake I will remember the covenant of their ancestors, whom I brought out of 
the land of Egypt in the sight of the nations, that I might be their God: I am the 
LORD." But the greatest advantage that has been given the Jews was that they had 
been entrusted with the "oracles of God." Surely the Jews had been given a 
place of great honor in the eyes of God and men. 

But Paul does not let his people forget that with great honor comes 
great responsibility. Look at verse 9, "What then? Are we better than they? No in 
no way; for we have before proved both Jews and Greeks, that they are all under 
sin." 
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So what are some of the responsibilities and/or requirements that God 
had for the Jews? 

1.  God required from them an undivided heart. Exodus 20:3 & 5 says, 
"You shall have no other gods before me ... for 1, the Lord your God, am a jealous 
God." God has never intended to share His glory and honor with the ways and 
gods of this world. 

2.  God required from them a holy life. Deuteronomy 7:6 says, "For you 
are a holy people to the LORD your God; the LORD your God has chosen you to 
be a people for Himself, a special treasure above all the peoples on the face of the 
earth." The mark of God's people has always been a life of holiness. 

3.  God required from them active service. Deuteronomy 10:12 says, "And 
now, Israel, what does the LORD your God require of you, but to fear the LORD 
your God, to walk in all His ways and to love Him, to serve the LORD your God 
with all your heart and with all your soul." Love breeds enthusiasm in the life of 
God's people. 

4. God required from them faithful stewardship. Deuteronomy 12:6 says, 
"There you shall take your burnt offerings, your sacrifices, your tithes, the heave 
offerings of your hand, your vowed offerings, your freewill offerings, and the 
firstborn of your herds and flocks." God has always expected His people to 
offer to Him our very best  not the leftovers. 

5. God required from them a faithful witness. I Chronicles 16:8 says, 
"Oh, give thanks to the Lord! Call upon His name; Make known His deeds among 
the peoples!" The message of God's grace and power has always been 
transmitted through the mouths of men. 

It is easy for us to sit here and talk  about the honor and the 
responsibilities of the Jews, but let me remind you that we to have 
responsibilities. Luke 12:48 says, "For everyone to whom much is given, from 
him much will be required; and to whom much has been committed, of him they 
will ask the more." Dear Christian, and brother in Christ, God expects more 
from you and I than He does from the world. Certainly He expects as much 
from us as He did the Jews. 

1.  God also requires an undivided heart from the Christian. Luke 16:13 
says, "No servant can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love 
the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other." One of the 
greatest problems that we have today, in the church, is that we have too many 
Christian that love the Lord a little and love the world a lot. 

2.  God also requires a holy life from the Christian. Romans 12:12 says, 
“I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your 
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable 
service. And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the 
renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and 
perfect will of God.” There is a dire need for Christians to walk in the Spirit, 
and let the world see the outward sign of a "renewed mind" and a 
"transformed" heart. 

3.  God also requires active service from the Christian. James 2:17 says, 
"Even so faith, if it doesn’t have any works, is dead being alone." I really don't 
think God minds of we stop to rest, but I have a feeling that we have too many 
of our church members that have stopped to rust. 
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4.  God also requires faithful stewardship from the Christian. Malachi 
3:8 says, "Will a man rob God? Yet you have robbed me. But you say, How have 
we robbed thee? In tithes and offerings." God has entrusted us with all that we 
have, and He has simply used a tenth to establish a standard for measuring 
our faithfulness. But, the truth of the matter is this, if the attitude of your heart is 
not right it really does not matter how much you give, because the acceptability of 
the gift is determined by the acceptability of the giver. 

5.  God also requires a faithful witness from the Christian. Jesus gave us 
these instructions in Mark 16:15-18, "Go into all the world and preach the gospel 
to every creature. He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does 
not believe will be condemned. And these signs will follow those who believe: In 
My name they will cast out demons; they will speak with new tongues; they will 
take up serpents; and if they drink anything deadly, it will by no means hurt them; 
they will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover." The world's population is 
exploding and it is evident in the communities where you live. Truly the 
"fields ... are white already to harvest." There has never been a better time to 
call a friend, invite your neighbor, or tell a family member that you will meet 
them here. That simple invitation just might change their eternity. 

After having said all of that look, then, at how the Greek reads as Paul 
draws his conclusion in Romans 3:9-19, "Well then, are we Jews better than 
others? No, not at all, for we have already shown that all people, whether Jews or 
Gentiles, are under the power of sin. As the Scriptures say, No one is good, not 
even one. No one has real understanding; no one is seeking God. All have turned 
away from God; all have gone wrong. No one does good, not even one. Their talk 
is foul, like the stench from an open grave. Their speech is filled with lies. The 
poison of a deadly snake drips from their lips. Their mouths are full of cursing and 
bitterness. They are quick to commit murder. Wherever they go, destruction and 
misery follow them. They do not know what true peace is. They have no fear of 
God to restrain them. Obviously, the law applies to those to whom it was given, 
for its purpose is to keep people from having excuses and to bring the entire world 
into judgment before God." 

The Word of God is very clear in the message that we have before us, in 
that it declares that the whole human race (whether Jew or Gentile) is 
doomed before God, if we are standing on our background, or our goodness, 
or our works. 

But, praise God, there is an answer, and His name is "Jesus who is called the 
Christ." We have been told in Acts 4:12, "There is salvation in no one else! There 
is no other name in all of heaven for people to call on to save them." And 
Philippians 2:9-11 says, "Because of this, God raised him up to the heights of 
heaven and gave him a name that is above every other name, so that at the name of 
Jesus every knee will bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every 
tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father." 

If you have never given your life to Christ, tonight could be the best day 
of your life! 
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