
Romans #4
The Enemies of the Cross

Romans 2:17-29

As we continue our series from the book  of Romans, Paul embarks on a 
subject that demands his attention in most of his writings - those believers 
who have actually become "the enemies of the cross of Christ." To make his 
point to the church, Paul looks at the attitude of certain Jews, as seen in verses 
1720, "If you are a Jew, you are relying on God's law for your special relationship 
with him. You boast that all is well between yourself and God. Yes, you know what 
he wants; you know right from wrong because you have been taught his law. You 
are convinced that you are a guide for the blind and a beacon light for people who 
are lost in darkness without God. You think you can instruct the ignorant and teach 
children the ways of God. For you are certain that in God's law you have complete 
knowledge and truth." 

The Word of God is implying a great truth right here that we often miss, 
and that is simply that one might be called a Jew, and yet not be a Jew at all. 
And individual might live in Israel and be a descendant of Abraham and not 
be a Jew. For you see to be a real Jew is not matter of pedigree, it is a matter of 
character. The people that live in Israel are Israelites not Jews, just as the 
people that live in America are Americans, not Christians. 

In this section of Romans, and throughout his writings, Paul is 
attempting to show the followers of God that we have the responsibility to live 
our lives according with our profession. For example in Philippians 3:1721 he 
says, "Brethren, join in following my example, and note those who so walk, as you 
have us for a pattern.” 

Paul appealed to the believers to be followers together of him. Paul had 
just finished describing himself as an example of one who is running for the 
prize. Then he continues his letter, urging these saints to imitate him, to be 
followers together of him. Paul is commanding them to do this. Paul 
commanded the believers to stop imitating others who were not doing them 
any good, spiritually speaking, and to imitate him. This is a truth that we need 
to desperately apply today. We need to surround ourselves with Godly and 
faithful examples and to stop imitating people who are not edifying our lives 
spiritually speaking. 

He continues this same theme in 2 Thessalonians 3:69, "But we command 
you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you withdraw from every 
brother (notice he uses the word “brother” there) who walks disorderly and not 
according to the tradition which he received from us.  For you yourselves know 
how you ought to follow us, for we were not disorderly among you; nor did we eat 
anyone’s bread free of charge, but worked with labor and toil night and day, that 
we might not be a burden to any of you, not because we do not have authority, but 
to make ourselves an example of how you should follow us." 

The Philippians were to use Paul and his group as standards to imitate, 
and all others were to be set against that standard. The believers were to, 
"mark them." Paul is saying in essence, "If you want to see what a Christian 
looks like, look at us. 

In Philippians 3:18 he explains why he is so concerned, "For many walk, of 
whom I have told you often, and now tell you even weeping, (that they are) the 
enemies of the cross of Christ." 
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Paul now gets to the heart of the matter when he says that many Christians 
are imitating those people who are actually "enemies of the cross of Christ."

According to Paul, the church of Jesus Christ has always been filled 
with people who profess to be one thing and actually live another. He says that 
many believers are living at odds with God by their sin, opposing (God) in 
their mind and in their behavior. Paul says that it is not because they do not 
know any better, because they do. These are those believers who simply refuse 
to follow the clear teachings from the Word of God. They hear it week  after 
week  and they truly know what is right and what is wrong. The problem is they 
are not willing to adjust their lifestyle and habits to conform to God' Word and will 
for their everyday living. 

And Paul says that because of their lifestyle and attitudes, they have actually 
become "the enemies of the cross of Christ." And this problem is so heavy on 
Paul's heart that he is "weeping" over it. Notice that Paul continually 
reminded these saints of this truth, even to the point of weeping. In fact, the 
tense of the verb used here indicated that even while Paul was writing this very 
letter, he was weeping over their ungodliness. 

Paul uses this same warning in Romans 16:17-20, "Now I beseech you, 
brethren, mark them which cause divisions and offenses contrary to the doctrine 
which ye have learned; and avoid them. For they that are such serve not our Lord 
Jesus Christ, but their own belly; and by good words and fair speeches deceive the 
hearts of the simple. For your obedience is come abroad unto all [men]. I am glad 
therefore on your behalf: but yet I would have you wise unto that which is good, 
and simple concerning evil. And the God of peace shall bruise Satan under your 
feet shortly. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ [be] with you. Amen." 

I want you to notice how he brings out the telltell evidence of those who 
are "the enemies of the cross of Christ." He says, "Now, I urge you strongly 
brothers to set a mark, to watch and observe, to consider, to take note, to take aim 
at those who are the source of divisions (dissension, disunion) and, offenses (the 
source of scandals, the cause of stumbling blocks)." In other words, we are to 
take note of any and all people who fall under this category. Well who are these 
people that, by their lifestyle have actually become "the enemies of the cross of 
Christ"?  

First of all, it may not be those who are the obvious in your thinking. 
You may think that Paul is referring to some rabblerouser in the church, 
someone openly living in disobedience, some trouble maker, and you would be 
right at this assessment. However, that is not who Paul is necessarily referring to 
alone in this passage.

The first characteristic of those who are divisive and stumbling blocks 
to the work of God, as we have already said, are those who walk contrary to 
the doctrine which you have learned. When Paul uses the term to "walk 
contrary" he is referring to those people who sit in church week after week 
and hear the clear teaching of God's Word. It means that instead of allowing the 
Word of God to change their attitudes and lifestyle, they receive what is taught 
with an attitude of apathy, blasé', indifference, and unconcern. It means that they 
walk beside the teaching but not in the teaching. It means that when they are 
taught the truth they make light of what is said and refuse to receive it into 
their own lives. 0h, they talk about loving God, loving the church, loving the 
pastor, etc, but they do not allow any of those things to stop them from being what 
they have always been! 
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Therefore, the mentality that only those who are the obvious 
troublemakers and false teachers are spoken of here in this text is not true. By 
our lives we either cause people to stumble or cause others to be faithful to 
God and that does not come with our words, but with our lives. Every person 
in the Body of Christ needs to evaluate his or her life according to the Word of God 
and see if indeed by what we do with those biblical truths, are we a blessing to 
others because of our faithfulness, obedience and attitude, or is our life actually a 
stumbling block to others and to the work of the Lord?

Those who live contrary to the doctrine that is taught on a consistent 
basis are to be avoided by those who are faithful to God. To avoid means to 
turn away from them.

The second characteristic of those who Paul refers to as "the enemies of the' 
cross of Christ" is seen in Philippians 3:18, "For they that are such serve not our 
Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly; and by good words and fair speeches 
deceive the hearts of the simple." In other words, Paul says that these people are 
"Christian con artist." They use the church to advance their own cause 
instead of finding out how they might serve others. 

To serve the Lord means that you are His slave. Your life and mine does 
not belong to us anymore, we are given over completely to the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Those who will make light of the teaching and of the Lord are slaves to 
their own desires, their own passions and lust, their own appetites and wants.

The third characteristic of those who are "the enemies of the cross of 
Christ" is that they prey on immature Christians. Notice that Paul says, "...by 
good words and fair speeches (they) deceive the hearts of the simple." The Greek 
word translated "simple" here means "naive." In other words, they find 
someone that they can deceive into following their lead. And Paul says that 
their lead causes disunity, division, mistrust, and problems in the fellowship of 
the believers! 

Notice that Paul says in Romans 2:24, "For the name of God is blasphemed 
among the Gentiles through you..." Listen very carefully, it is one thing to cause 
division within the Body of Christ, but the shame of it all is that many socalled 
"Christians" are actually causing harm outside the Body of Christ. The truth 
of the matter is this  if you are hypocritical inside the church you are 
hypocritical on your job and in your relationships in  your every day living.  

Do you remember the church at Laodicea? We are told in Revelation 
3:1516, "I know your works, that you are neither cold nor hot. I could wish you 
were cold or hot. So then, because you are lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I 
will vomit you out of My mouth.” These people were nauseating to God. A 
lukewarm Christian is a contradiction of terms. It is like saying dry water, 
cold heat, or clean dirt. It just does not make sense. 

Paul shows this glaring contradiction in Philippians 3:20, "For our 
citizenship is in heaven, from where also we look for the Savior, the Lord Jesus 
Christ." The people of Philippi understood exactly what Paul was saying, 
because Philippi was a colony of Rome, and as such, they were still governed 
by Rome. 

Paul says in Colossians 1:13 that we who have been saved by the grace of 
God have been "delivered from the power of darkness, and (have been) translated 
into the kingdom of (Jesus Christ)." He says this in Ephesians 2:4-10, "But God, 
who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, even when 
we were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have 
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been saved), and raised us up together, and made us sit together in the heavenly 
places in Christ Jesus, that in the ages to come He might show the exceeding riches 
of His grace in His kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you have been 
saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, 
lest anyone should boast. For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for 
good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.” 

In other words, we are people of Heaven; our names are enrolled as 
citizens of Heaven. This church is a Heavenly colony; therefore, we are 
governed by Heaven's laws and standards. This is clearly taught in 2 Peter 
2:11-12, "Beloved, I beg you as sojourners and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts 
which war against the soul, having your conduct honorable among the Gentiles, 
that when they speak against you as evildoers, they may, by your good works 
which they observe, glorify God in the day of visitation.”  

Believers are not just living for the hereand-now. We already know that 
this earthly body will perish and then we will receive our new bodies. We live 
in the hope of that resurrection to come. We know that this earth and its 
inhabitants are going to suffer untold pain and agony. On the other hand, we 
know that we have been given the "earnest of our inheritance" and Seal is 
none other than the Lord of Glory! 

Therefore, Paul says in Philippians 3:21, "Who shall change our vile body, 
that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body, according to the working 
whereby he is able even to subdue all things unto himself." Christ will transform 
this earthly body into conformity with the body of His glory. And because of 
that truth, we don't have to live our lives trying to please the world, seeking 
the pleasures of this life, when we are going to live with an eternal joy, the 
likes of which this entire world can never experience. So our life is lived 
towards an upward call, a Heavenly call. We are enrolled in Heaven; our hope is 
in seeing Jesus, our deliverer from the power of sin, the penalty of sin and one 
day from the presence of sin. 

In verse 19 he gives this conclusion, "Whose end [is] destruction, whose 
God [is their] belly, and [whose] glory [is] in their shame, who mind earthly 
things." Paul is saying that when people continue to live in disobedience to 
God's Word and will for their lives, they are opening the door for their own 
destruction. James gives us this warning in James 1:15, "Then when lust has 
conceived, it brings forth sin; and sin, when it is finished, brings forth death." 
Child of God, while it is true that you are saved, I beg you not to give your life 
over to the destructive works of the enemy, whose ultimate purpose is to "steal, and 
to kill, and to destroy." 
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