
Romans #3
The Goodness and Judgment Of God

Romans 2:4-16

 In our last study of this epistle, we looked as Paul stood before us as an 
attorney in a court of justice. He very carefully presented the charges against 
the society of yesteryear and today: (1) the first charge was that of idolatry 
because people were “worship(ing) and serve(ing) the creature more than the 
Creator.” (2) The next charge was that of changing “the truth of God for a lie.” (3) 
The final charge was the fact that they “did not like to retain God in their 
knowledge.”  And the judgment of God was that he gave them the desires of 
their hearts. We were able to see that because of these attitudes against God, 
the pattern of social behavior changed.  Those things, which we once abhorred 
as sin, we have now come to accept as normal.

 This week  we are going to continue our study as we look at two totally 
difference aspects of God.

 Look at verse 4, “Or do you despise the riches of His goodness, forbearance, 
and long-suffering, not knowing that the goodness of God leads you to 
repentance?” After talking about the fact that each of us are guilty of sin, Paul 
now stops long enough to let us know that God still loves us and through that 
divine love calls us to follow Him in repentance.
 This call of love reveals that God does not want sinners to perish, but to 
be saved. He made this clear in Ezekiel 33:11 when He said, “As I live says the 
Lord God, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked: but that they turn from 
their sinful ways and live…” 2 Peter 3:9 reminds us, “For the Lord is not slack 
concerning his promises, but in long suffering to us, not willing that any should 
perish, but come to repentance.”  Jesus has given us this invitation in Matthew 
11:28, “Come unto me all you who labor and are heavy laden and I will give you 
rest, take my yoke upon you and learn of me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart 
and you shall find rest for your souls.”  God has never tried to drive people, to 
scare people, to threaten people, to love Him, but it is “the goodness of God that 
leads you to repentance.”  

God wants to bless us with all spiritual blessings and pour out His 
goodness in our lives.  The problem is that many believers are not hearing His 
voice. They are not seeing His Glory in their lives. Instead of arising in the 
power of God, their hearts are burdened down and troubled by the pressures of 
the world.  Instead of seeing the goodness of God, they are wringing their hands 
and crying, "Oh my God, what are we going to do?"

  What exactly does the goodness of God refer to? Goodness, in the 
Scriptural sense of the term, includes benevolence, love, mercy, and grace. By 
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benevolence is meant the disposition to promote happiness; all sensitive creatures 
are its objects. Love includes complacency, desire, and delight, and has rational 
beings for its objects. Mercy is kindness exercised towards the miserable and 
includes pity, compassion, forbearance, and gentleness. Grace is love exercised 
towards the unworthy. All these elements of goodness exist in God without 
measure and without end. In Him they are infinite, eternal, and immutable. 

 Every person on the face of the earth has personally experienced the 
goodness of God in many ways. After all, Matthew 5:45 reminds us that He 
“causes His sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous 
and the unrighteous.” God provides us with food to eat, heat to keep warm, and 
water to quench our thirst. He gives us blue sky, green grass, and beautiful 
mountains. He gives us people to love. Yet so often we take all of those blessings 
for granted and are not thankful.

 With that thought in mind, look at verses 5-16, “But in accordance with your 
hardness and your impenitent heart you are treasuring up for yourself wrath in the 
day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God, 6 who “will render 
to each one according to his deeds”: eternal life to those who by patient 
continuance in doing good seek for glory, honor, and immortality; but to those who 
are self-seeking and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness - indignation 
and wrath, tribulation and anguish, on every soul of man who does evil, of the Jew 
first and also of the Greek; but glory, honor, and peace to everyone who works 
what is good, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. For there is no partiality with 
God. For as many as have sinned without law will also perish without law, and as 
many as have sinned in the law will be judged by the law (for not the hearers of the 
law are just in the sight of God, but the doers of the law will be justified; for when 
Gentiles, who do not have the law, by nature do the things in the law, these, 
although not having the law, are a law to themselves, who show the work of the 
law written in their hearts, their conscience also bearing witness, and between 
themselves their thoughts accusing or else excusing them) in the day when God 
will judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ, according to my gospel.” 

 As my hand has one side, the palm, you turn it over and you will see 
another side different in appearance and in function – yet it is still part of my 
hand.  The other side of the love and the goodness of God is judgment. 
Therefore, verse 6 reminds us that God “will render to every man according to his 
deeds.”  

 To understand how the judgment of God relates to all of humanity, we 
must, first of all, look at this thing the Word of God calls “judgment.” There 
are two areas of judgment that we must focus our attention: the Judgment Seat 
of Christ and the Great White Throne Judgment. Tonight we will look at how the 
Biblical concept of Christ’s Second Coming unfolds.
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 The theme of Jesus’ second Coming is one of the greatest in the Bible. 
The importance of His return is established by the frequency and the intensity 
of the biblical references to this climatic event.  

 The return of Jesus Christ is foretold both in the Old Testament and the 
New.  The patriarch Job affirmed in Job 19:25, “For I know that my Redeemer 
lives, and He shall stand at last on the earth.” The psalmist declared in Psalm 
102:16, “For the Lord shall build up Zion;
 He shall appear in His glory.”

 Daniel’s writing is full of still future events, and he prophesied in Daniel 
7 that the Son of man, Jesus, would come to a glorious kingdom where all 
nations would serve Him. In Daniel 2:34-35 he envisioned the establishment of 
this kingdom through warfare when the Messiah, like a great stone, would 
smash the nations of the world and rule the earth.  In Zechariah 14:3-4, 9, 
Zechariah described earth’s last war this way, “Then shall the Lord go forth and 
fight against those nations…and His feet shall stand in that day on the Mount of 
Olives…And the Lord shall be king over all the earth.”

 Jewish readers of the Old Testament clearly understood those 
prophecies of God’s kingdom ruling the whole earth, but only a few perceived 
that the King would be God’s eternal Son and that He would first come to 
earth as a man before He would return again as a conquering King. This truth 
is seen in such passages as Isaiah 9:6-7, “For unto us a child is born, unto us a Son 
is given, and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and His name shall be 
called Wonderful, Counselor, the Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, the Prince of 
Peace.  Of the increase of His government there shall be no end, upon the throne of 
David, and upon His kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and 
with justice from henceforth even forever.” 

 Jesus’ first coming and the writings of His disciples in the New 
Testament unveiled this mystery: the God-Man must suffer and die so that a 
new chosen people, the church, might live eternally with Him. Jesus’ 
sacrificial death ended the Old Testament era of law, and inaugurated the New 
Testament age of grace: salvation through faith in Christ’s atonement. New 
Testament writers refer to this clear-up mystery this way in 1 Peter 1:10-11, “Of 
which salvation the prophets have inquired and searched diligently, who 
prophesied of the grace that should come unto you, searching what, or what 
manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was in them did signify, when it testified 
before-hand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should follow.” Jesus’ 
suffering on the cross was the goal of His first coming; His glory as the 
monarch of the earth will be gained in His second coming.
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New Testament writers make it clear that it is Jesus who will come to 
earth as conquering Lord.  Jesus Himself said in Luke 21:26-27, “The powers of 
heaven shall be shaken. And then shall they see the Son of man coming in a cloud 
with power and great glory.” The writer of Hebrews affirms in Hebrews 9:28, 
“Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; and unto them that look for Him 
shall He appear the second time without sin unto salvation.” John says this in 
Revelation 19:11,13, “I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse, and He that 
sat upon him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and 
makes war…and His name is called The Word of God.” And next to the last verse 
in the Bible we have this promise, “Surely, I come quickly” (Revelation 22:20).

To understand the truths about Christ’s Second Coming, it is essential 
that we understand that His return has two phases or two separate events. 
These two phases can be seen in 1 Thessalonians 5:1-7, “But concerning the times 
and the seasons, brethren, you have no need that I should write to you. For you 
yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so comes as a thief in the night. 
For when they say, “Peace and safety!” then sudden destruction comes upon them, 
as labor pains upon a pregnant woman. And they shall not escape. But you, 
brethren, are not in darkness, so that this Day should overtake you as a thief. You 
are all sons of light and sons of the day. We are not of the night nor of darkness. 
Therefore let us not sleep, as others do, but let us watch and be sober. For those 
who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk are drunk at night.” And then in 
Revelation 1:7 we are told, “Behold, He is coming with clouds, and every eye will 
see Him, even they who pierced Him. And all the tribes of the earth will mourn 
because of Him.”

The first passage refers to the coming of the Lord as being like a thief in 
the night. This implies that it is secretive and unnoticed. The second passage, 
by contrast, announces that every eye shall see Jesus returning, and the people 
of the earth shall wail at the sight. How can we distinguish these apparently 
contradictory descriptions of Christ’s second coming? We reconcile them and 
understand the meaning when we realize there are two phases in Christ’s return: 
two great events we will call the “Rapture” and the “Return.”

In addition, the Bible teaches there will be two resurrections.  In John 
5:29 Christ refers to the “resurrection of life.” In Revelation 20:6 this is called the 
“first resurrection.” Then in John 5:29 Christ also refers to the “resurrection of 
judgment.” In Revelation this is referred to as the “second resurrection.” 
Resurrection unto life and resurrection unto judgment are two separate, 
distinct kinds of resurrection.

The “first resurrection” began with Jesus Christ as the “first fruits”, will 
continue with the resurrection of the church at the Rapture, and will conclude with 
the Tribulation and Old Testament saints, as seen in 1 Corinthians 15:20-24, “But 
now Christ is risen from the dead, and has become the first-fruits of those who 
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have fallen asleep. For since by man came death, by Man also came the 
resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be made 
alive. But each one in his own order: Christ the first-fruits, afterward those who are 
Christ’s at His coming. Then comes the end, when He delivers the kingdom to God 
the Father, when He puts an end to all rule and all authority and power.”

Paul’s use of the phrase “first fruits” refers to something that each of 
his readers understood and took their minds to the “Feast of the First-Fruits.” 
At harvest time the Jews, in order to recognize God’s goodness, would observe 
the Feast of the First-Fruits.  The first sheaf out of the field was offered to God in 
recognition that the whole harvest belonged to God because He was the One to 
gave it in the first place. The first sheaf also indicated that there would be a 
harvest just like that sheaf. In other words, it was a sample of what the whole 
harvest would be like.  

Therefore, when Paul uses the term “first fruits” he meant that 
whatever Christ was like in His resurrection, we would be like in our 
resurrection, because His was a pattern for the whole of resurrection. That is 
exactly what we have been told in 1 John 3:2, “Beloved, now are we the children 
of God, and it does not yet appear what we shall be, but we know that, when he 
(Jesus) shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is.”

The second phase of the “first resurrection” is seen in 1 Corinthians 
15:51-52, “Behold, I show you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be 
changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump; for the trumpet 
shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.”

The third phase of the “first resurrection” is seen in Revelation 20:5, “But 
the rest of the dead lived not again until the thousand years were finished. This is 
the first resurrection.”

Before we dive into the study of Christ’s return let me remind you that 
there will be a seven-year period of time between the Rapture of the Church 
and the Return of the Lord. This seven-year period will be a time of great 
tribulation on earth – untold sorrow, unprecedented misery, and worldwide 
upheavals. We will look at this later in detail.  During this time in heaven, two 
momentous things will take place: the Judgment Seat of Christ; and the 
Marriage Supper of the Lamb.  Later on we will look more deeply into these 
also.

Let me very quickly contrast the two phases of Jesus’ second coming 
while we are still in this introduction. The Rapture is Jesus’ coming FOR His 
saints; the Return is Jesus’ coming WITH His saints. The Rapture takes place in 
the air; the Return occurs on the earth. The Rapture is a catching away; the 
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Return is an unveiling. The Rapture brings bliss to the people of God; the 
Return brings judgment to the nations and their citizens who have rejected 
God.

In the weeks ahead we will take the time to better understand exactly 
what the Bible teaches concerning the Second Coming of Jesus Christ.  I have 
prepared a power point presentation that will help you to visually understand 
what I will be saying to you. This could very well be the greatest study on the 
Second Coming that I have presented in my forty years of preaching – you do not 
want to miss a single lesson.

If you have never invited Jesus Christ to come into your heart, forgive you 
of your sins, and make you a Christian, why not make that decision tonight?
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