
Romans #24 
Right Living Means Right Relationships 

Romans 12 – 13 

 In all of his letters, Paul concluded with a list of practical duties that 
were based on the doctrines he had discussed. In the Christian life, doctrine 
and duty always go together. What we believe helps to determine how we 
behave.  It is not enough for us to understand Paul's doctrinal explanations. We 
must translate our learning into living and show by our daily lives that we 
trust God's Word.  

The key idea in this section is "relationships." The term "relational 
theology" is a relatively new one, but the idea is not a new one. If we have a 
right relationship to God, we will have a right relationship to the people who are a 
part of our lives, as seen in I John 4:20, "If a man says, I love God, and hates his 
brother, he is a liar."  

As we saw in our last study, Romans 12:1-2 deals with our relationship to 
God, and we were instructed to "present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, 
acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service." We saw that the verb 
"present" means "present once and for all." It commands a definite commitment 
of our total being to the cause of Christ.  

Tonight, we are able to see God's instruction to us concerning our 
relationships to other believers, in verses 3-16, “As God’s messenger, I give each 
of you this warning: Be honest in your estimate of yourselves, measuring your 
value by how much faith God has given you. Just as our bodies have many parts 
and each part has a special function, so it is with Christ’s body. We are all parts of 
his one body, and each of us has different work to do. And since we are all one 
body in Christ, we belong to each other, and each of us needs all the others.  God 
has given each of us the ability to do certain things well. So if God has given you 
the ability to prophesy, speak out when you have faith that God is speaking through 
you. If your gift is that of serving others, serve them well. If you are a teacher, do a 
good job of teaching. If your gift is to encourage others, do it! If you have money, 
share it generously. If God has given you leadership ability, take the responsibility 
seriously. And if you have a gift for showing kindness to others, do it gladly. Don’t 
just pretend that you love others. Really love them. Hate what is wrong. Stand on 
the side of the good. Love each other with genuine affection, and take delight in 
honoring each other. Never be lazy in your work, but serve the Lord 
enthusiastically. Be glad for all God is planning for you. Be patient in trouble, and 
always be prayerful. When God’s children are in need, be the one to help them out. 
And get into the habit of inviting guests home for dinner or, if they need lodging, 
for the night. If people persecute you because you are a Christian, don’t curse 
them; pray that God will bless them. When others are happy, be happy with them. 



If they are sad, share their sorrow. Live in harmony with each other. Don’t try to 
act important, but enjoy the company of ordinary people. And don’t think you 
know it all!”  

Paul was writing to Christians who were members of local churches in 
Rome.  He described their relationship to each other in terms of being 
members of a body. The basic idea is that each believer is a living part of Christ’s 
body, and each one has a spiritual function to perform. Each believer has a gift 
(or gifts) to be used for the building up of the body and the perfecting of the 
other members of the body. In short, we belong to each other, we minister to 
each other, and we need each other. Therefore, Paul gives us three things that are 
essential for spiritual ministry and growth. 

The first is honest evaluation. Verse 3 says, “Be honest in your estimate of 
yourselves, measuring your value by how much faith God has given you.” Each 
Christian must know what his spiritual gifts are and what ministry (or 
ministries) he is to have in the local church.  It is not wrong for a Christian to 
recognize gifts in his own life and in the lives of others. What is wrong is the 
tendency to have a false evaluation of ourselves. Nothing causes more damage in 
a local church than someone who has the idea that the church cannot get 
along without them, or their ideas, or their money.  

The gifts that we have came because of God’s grace. They must be 
accepted and exercised by faith. We are saved "by grace, through faith," and we 
must live and serve “by grace through faith." Since our gifts are from God, we 
cannot take credit for them. All we can do is accept them and use them to 
honor His name.  

The second is faithful cooperation. Verses 4-8 say, “Just as our bodies have 
many parts and each part has a special function, so it is with Christ’s body. We are 
all parts of his one body, and each of us has different work to do. And since we are 
all one body in Christ, we belong to each other, and each of us needs all the others. 
God has given each of us the ability to do certain things well. So if God has given 
you the ability to prophesy, speak out when you have faith that God is speaking 
through you. If your gift is that of serving others, serve them well. If you are a 
teacher, do a good job of teaching. If your gift is to encourage others, do it! If you 
have money, share it generously. If God has given you leadership ability, take the 
responsibility seriously. And if you have a gift for showing kindness to others, do it 
gladly.”  

Each believer has a different gift, and God has bestowed these gifts so 
the local body can grow in a balanced way. But each Christian must exercise 
his or her gift by faith. We may not see the result of our ministry, but the Lord 
sees it and He blesses.  



The third is loving participation. Verses 9-16 say, “Don’t just pretend that 
you love others. Really love them. Hate what is wrong. Stand on the side of the 
good. Love each other with genuine affection, and take delight in honoring each 
other. Never be lazy in your work, but serve the Lord enthusiastically. Be glad for 
all God is planning for you. Be patient in trouble, and always be prayerful. When 
God’s children are in need, be the one to help them out. And get into the habit of 
inviting guests home for dinner or, if they need lodging, for the night. If people 
persecute you because you are a Christian, don’t curse them; pray that God will 
bless them.  When others are happy, be happy with them. If they are sad, share 
their sorrow. Live in harmony with each other. Don’t try to act important, but enjoy 
the company of ordinary people. And don’t think you know it all!”  

Finally, Paul reminds them that they must enter into the feelings of 
others. Christian fellowship is much more than just a pat on the back and a 
handshake. It means sharing the burdens and the blessings of others so that we all 
grow together and glorify the Lord. If Christians cannot get along with one 
another, how can they face their enemies?  Child of God, our battle is not with 
each other, it is with the forces of Satan. Glory to God, I'm on your side, and 
you're on my side, and all of us ought to be on God's side.   

Paul continues by telling us about our relationship to our enemies, as seen in 
verses 17-21, “Never pay back evil for evil to anyone. Do things in such a way that 
everyone can see you are honorable. Do your part to live in peace with everyone, 
as much as possible. Dear friends, never avenge yourselves. Leave that to God. For 
it is written, I will take vengeance; I will repay those who deserve it, says the Lord. 
Instead, do what the Scriptures say: If your enemies are hungry, feed them. If they 
are thirsty, give them something to drink, and they will be ashamed of what they 
have done to you. Don’t let evil get the best of you, but conquer evil by doing 
good.”   

The believer who seeks to obey God is going to have his enemies. When 
our Lord was ministering on earth, He had enemies. No matter where Paul and 
the other apostles traveled there were enemies who opposed their work. In 
Matthew 10:36 Jesus warned His disciples that their worst enemies just might 
be those of their own household. Unfortunately, some believers have enemies 
because they lack love and patience, and not because they are faithful in their 
witness. There is a difference between sharing in "the offense of the 
cross" (Galatians 5:11, 6:12-15) and being an offensive Christian.  

The admonition in Romans 12:20 reminds us of Christ’s words in Matthew 
5:44-48, "But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do 
good to them that hate you, and pray for them who despitefully use you, and 
persecute you." These words are easy to read but difficult to practice. Surely 



we need to pray and ask God for love as we try to show kindness to our 
enemies. Will they take advantage of us?  Will they hate us more? Only the 
Lord knows. Our task is not to protect ourselves but to obey the Lord and leave 
the results with Him.   

As children of God, we must live on the highest level – returning good 
for evil. Anyone can return good for good and evil for evil. The only way to 
overcome evil is with good. If we return evil for evil, we only add fuel to the 
fire. And even if our enemy is not converted, we have still experienced to love 
of God in our own hearts and have grown in grace.   

Then in chapter 13:1-14 Paul gives us our relationship to the State.  God 
has established three institutions: The home, as seen in Genesis 2:18-25; the 
government, as seen in Genesis 9:1-17; and the Church, as seen in Acts 2. Paul 
was writing to believers at the very heart of the Roman Empire. As yet, the great 
persecutions had not started, but were on the way.  Christianity was still 
considered a Jewish sect, and the Jewish religion was approved by Rome. But 
the day would come when it would be very difficult, if not impossible, for a 
Christian to be loyal to the Emperor. He could not drop incense on the altar and 
affirm, "Caesar is god."   

In our own day, we have people who teach riot and rebellion in the 
name of Christ. They would have us believe that the Christian thing to do is to 
disobey the law, rebel against the authorities, and permit every man to do that 
which is right in his own eyes. Paul refuted this position in this chapter by 
explaining four reasons why the Christian must be in subjection to the laws of the 
State.  

First, for wrath's sake. Verses 1-4 say, “Obey the government, for God is 
the one who put it there. All governments have been placed in power by God. So 
those who refuse to obey the laws of the land are refusing to obey God, and 
punishment will follow. For the authorities do not frighten people who are doing 
right, but they frighten those who do wrong. So do what they say, and you will get 
along well. The authorities are sent by God to help you. But if you are doing 
something wrong, of course you should be afraid, for you will be punished. The 
authorities are established by God for that very purpose, to punish those who do 
wrong.”   

Acts 17:24-28 tell us it is God who has established the governments of 
the world. Now this does not mean that He is responsible for the sins of 
tyrants, but only that the authority to rule comes originally from God. It was 
this lesson that according to Daniel 4 Nebuchadnezzar had to learn the hard way. 
To resist the law is to resist the God who established government in the world, 
and this means inviting punishment.  



Second, for conscience sake. Verses 5-7 say, “So you must obey the 
government for two reasons: to keep from being punished and to keep a clear 
conscience. Pay your taxes, too, for these same reasons. For government workers 
need to be paid so they can keep on doing the work God intended them to do. Give 
to everyone what you owe them: Pay your taxes and import duties, and give 
respect and honor to all to whom it is due.”  

Paul moves a bit higher in our motivation now. Any citizen can obey the 
law because of fear of punishment, but a Christian ought to obey because of 
conscience. Of course, if the government interferes with conscience, then, 
according to Acts 5:29, the Christian must obey God rather than men. But when 
the law is right, the Christian must obey it if he is to maintain a good 
conscience.  

Verse 7 commands us to pay what we owe: taxes, revenue, respect, and 
honor. If we do not pay taxes, we show disrespect to the law, the officials, and 
the Lord. And this affects the conscience of the believer. We may not agree with 
all that is done with the money we pay in taxes, but we dare not violate our 
conscience by refusing to pay.  

Third, for love’s sake. Verses 8-10 say, “Pay all your debts, except the debt 
of love for others. You can never finish paying that! If you love your neighbor, you 
will fulfill all the requirements of God’s law. For the commandments against 
adultery and murder and stealing and coveting—and any other commandment—are 
all summed up in this one commandment: Love your neighbor as yourself. Love 
does no wrong to anyone, so love satisfies all of God’s requirements.”   

Paul has now enlarged the circle of responsibility by including other 
people besides government officials. “Love one another” is the basic principle 
of the Christian life. It is the "new commandment" that Christ gave to us in John 
13:34. When we practice love, there is no need for any other laws, because love 
covers it all.  If we love others, we will not sin against them. This explained why 
the Ten Commandments were not referred to often in the New Testament. In fact, 
the Sabbath commandment is not quoted at all in any of the epistles. As 
believers, we do not live under the Law; we live under grace. Our motive for 
obeying God and helping others is the love of Christ in our hearts.   

Fourth, for Jesus’ sake. Verses 11-14 say, “Another reason for right living 
is that you know how late it is; time is running out. Wake up, for the coming of our 
salvation is nearer now than when we first believed. The night is almost gone; the 
day of salvation will soon be here. So don’t live in darkness. Get rid of your evil 
deeds. Shed them like dirty clothes. Clothe yourselves with the armor of right 
living, as those who live in the light. We should be decent and true in everything 



we do, so that everyone can approve of our behavior. Don’t participate in wild 
parties and getting drunk, or in adultery and immoral living, or in fighting and 
jealousy. But let the Lord Jesus Christ take control of you, and don’t think of ways 
to indulge your evil desires.”       

We have come a long way in our reasons for obeying the law: from fear 
to conscience to our devotion to Jesus Christ. The emphasis is on the imminent 
return of Christ. As His servants, we want to be found faithful when He returns. 
The completion of our salvation is near. The light is dawning. Therefore, be 
ready.  

Paul gives us several admonitions in the light of the Lord's soon return. 
The first is, “Wake up.” The indication here is for us to get out of our deadness 
and come alive for Jesus' sake.  The second is, "Clean up." We do not want to 
be found dressed in dirty garments when the Lord returns. The Christian 
wears the armor of light, not the deeds of darkness. There is no reason to get 
involved in the sinful pleasures of the world. Finally, Paul admonished, "Grow 
up." To "put on" the Lord Jesus Christ means to become more like Him, to receive 
by faith all that He is for our daily living. We grow on the basis of the food that 
we eat. This is why God warns us not to make provisions for the flesh! If we 
feed the flesh, we will fail; but if we feed the inner man the nourishing things of 
the Spirit, we will succeed.   

It is God’s intention for each of us to be right with Him, with His 
church, and with each other. What are your relationships like? Do they glorify 
the Lord? 


