
Romans #22 
God Still Has Plans for Israel 

Romans 11:1 

For centuries people have been puzzled by the nation of Israel. For 
example, the great historian Arnold Toynbee classified Israel as “a fossil 
civilization” and did not know what to do with it.  For some reason, Israel did 
not fit into his historical theories.  

Paul devoted all of Romans 11 to presenting proof that God still has 
plans for Israel.  We need to be careful not to apply this chapter to the church 
today, because Paul is discussing a literal future for a literal nation.  In this 
chapter, Paul gives five witnesses to prove that God still has plans for the Jews. 

In verse 1 Paul calls himself to the stand, “I say, then, hath God cast away 
his people? God forbid.  For I also am a Israelite, of the seed of Abraham, of the 
tribe of Benjamin.” Paul’s argument is simply this: if God has cast away His 
people, then how can you explain his conversion? The fact that his conversion 
is presented times in the Book of Acts is significant (Chapters 9,22,26). 
Certainly Luke did not write these chapters and repeat that story just to exalt Paul.  
No, they were written to show Paul’s conversion as an illustration of the future 
conversion of the nation of Israel. In 1 Corinthians 15:8 Paul called himself, “one 
born out of due time.”  In 1 Timothy 1:16 he stated that God saved him “that in me 
Jesus Christ might show forth all long-suffering, for a pattern to them which should 
hereafter believe on Him to life everlasting.”  

The accounts of Paul’s conversion tell very little that parallels our 
salvation experience today.  We were neither blinded by the light of heaven 
nor seen Christ in glory.  In what way, then, was Paul’s conversion “a pattern”?  
It is a picture of how the nation of Israel will be saved when Christ returns to 
establish His kingdom on earth. The details of Israel’s future restoration and 
salvation are given in Zechariah 12:10-13:1.  Zechariah 14:4, Acts 1:11 and 
Revelation 1:7 tell us that the nation shall see Him as He returns, recognize Him as 
their Messiah, repent, and receive Him as their Savior.  It will be an experience 
similar to that of Saul of Tarsus when he was on his way to Damascus to 
persecute Christians (Acts 9). 

That is why Paul used himself as the first witness.  The fact that he was 
saved does not prove that there is a future for Israel. Rather, what is important 
is the way he was saved. 

In verses 2-10 he calls the Prophet Elijah to the witness stand, “God has not 
cast away His people whom He foreknew. Or do you not know what the Scripture 
says of Elijah, how he pleads with God against Israel, saying, Lord, they have 
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killed Your prophets and torn down Your altars, and I alone am left, and they seek 
my life”? But what does the divine response say to him? I have reserved for Myself 
seven thousand men who have not bowed the knee to Baal. Even so then, at this 
present time there is a remnant according to the election of grace. And if by grace, 
then it is no longer of works; otherwise grace is no longer grace. But if it is of 
works, it is no longer grace; otherwise work is no longer work. What then? Israel 
has not obtained what it seeks; but the elect have obtained it, and the rest were 
blinded. Just as it is written: God has given them a spirit of stupor, eyes that they 
should not see and ears that they should not hear, to this very day. And David says: 
Let their table become a snare and a trap, a stumbling block and a recompense to 
them. Let their eyes be darkened, so that they do not see, and bow down their back 
always.” 

Israel is God's elect nation; He foreknew them, or chose them, and they 
are His. The fact that most of the nation has rejected Christ is no proof, that, 
God has finished with His people.  1 Kings 19 tells us that, in his day, Elijah, 
thought that the nation had totally departed from God. But Elijah discovered that 
there was yet a remnant of true believers. He thought he was the only faithful 
Jew left and discovered that there were 7,000 more.  

Paul referred to this “remnant” in Romans 9:27, a quotation from 
Isaiah 10:22-23. At no time has the entire nation of Israel been true to the 
Lord, therefore, in Romans 2:25-29, God makes a distinction between 
Abraham's natural children and his spiritual children. The fact that the Jews 
shared in the covenant by being circumcised did not guarantee their salvation. 
Romans 4:1-5 tells us, like Abraham, they had to believe God in order to 
receive His righteousness.  

You will also notice that verses 5-6 tell us this remnant is saved by grace 
and not by works. Which is parallel to Romans 9:30-33. It is impossible to mix 
grace and works, for the one cancels out the other!   

If a remnant had been saved, it proves that God is not through with His 
people. But what has happened? Ephesians 2:11-12 tells us that God introduced 
a new factor, the Church, in which believing Jews and Gentiles are one in Christ.  
In Ephesians 3, Paul called this new program “the mystery,” meaning “the 
sacred secret” that was not revealed in the Old Testament.  Does this mean 
that God has abandoned His kingdom program for Israel? Absolutely not! 
Israel is merely set aside until the time comes for God’s plans for Israel to be 
fulfilled. 

In verses 11-15 he calls the Gentiles to the witness stand, “I say then, have they 
stumbled that they should fall? Certainly not! But through their fall, to provoke 
them to jealousy, salvation has come to the Gentiles. Now if their fall is riches for 
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the world, and their failure riches for the Gentiles, how much more their fullness! 
For I speak to you Gentiles; inasmuch as I am an apostle to the Gentiles, I magnify 
my ministry, if by any means I may provoke to jealousy those who are my flesh 
and save some of them. For if their being cast away is the reconciling of the world, 
what will their acceptance be but life from the dead?” 

     There is indeed a future for Israel. In verse 12 Paul calls it “their 
fullness” and in verse 15 he calls it their “receiving.” Today, Israel is fallen 
spiritually, but when Christ returns, the nation will rise again. Today, Israel is cast 
away from God, but Jeremiah 31:35-37 tells us that one day they shall be 
received and restored again.  

In verses 16-24 he calls the Patriarchs to the witness stand, “For if the firstfruit is 
holy, the lump is also holy; and if the root is holy, so are the branches. And if some 
of the branches were broken off, and you, being a wild olive tree, were grafted in 
among them, and with them became a partaker of the root and fatness of the olive 
tree, do not boast against the branches. But if you do boast, remember that you do 
not support the root, but the root supports you. You will say then, Branches were 
broken off that I might be grafted in. Well said. Because of unbelief they were 
broken off, and you stand by faith. Do not be haughty, but fear. For if God did not 
spare the natural branches, He may not spare you either. Therefore consider the 
goodness and severity of God: on those who fell, severity; but toward 
you, goodness, if you continue in His goodness. Otherwise you also will be cut 
off. And they also, if they do not continue in unbelief, will be grafted in, for God is 
able to graft them in again. For if you were cut out of the olive tree which is wild 
by nature, and were grafted contrary to nature into a cultivated olive tree, how 
much more will these, who are natural branches, be grafted into their own olive 
tree?”  

 From looking at the future, Paul next looked to the past to show Israel's 
spiritual heritage. From the beginning, Israel was a special people, set apart 
by God. Paul used two illustrations to prove his argument that God was not 
finished with the Jews.  

In verse 16a he uses a lump of dough. The reference here is to Numbers 
15:17-21. The first part of the dough was to be offered unto God as a symbol that 
the entire lump belonged to Him. Leviticus 23:9-14 tells us that same idea was 
involved in the Feast of Firstfruits, when the priest offered a sheaf to the Lord 
as a token that the entire harvest was His. The basic idea is that when God 
accepts the part He sanctifies the whole.   

Applying this to the history of Israel, we understand Paul's argument. 
God accepted the founder of the nation, Abraham, and in so doing set apart 
his descendants as well. God also accepted the other patriarchs, Isaac and Jacob, 
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in spite of their sins or failings. This means that God must accept the "rest of 
the lump" - the nation of Israel.  

In verses 16b-24 he uses the olive tree. Throughout the Bible the olive 
tree is used a symbol of the nation of Israel (Jeremiah 11:16-17; Hosea 14:4-6). 
Please keep in mind that Paul is not discussing the relationship of individual 
believers to God, but the place of Israel in the plan of God. The roots of the tree 
support the tree; again, this was a symbol of the patriarchs who founded the 
nation. God made His covenants with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and He 
cannot deny them or change them.  Therefore, it is God’s promise to Abraham 
that sustains Israel even today.  Of the many Jews who do not believe, Paul 
pictures as branches broken off the tree. But he saw an amazing thing taking 
place: other branches were grafted into the tree to share in the life of the tree. 
These branches were the Gentiles. In verse 24, Paul described this “grafting in” as 
“contrary to nature.” Usually a cultivated branch is grafted into a wild tree and 
shares its life, without producing its poor fruit. But in this case, it was the 
“wild branch" (the Gentiles) that was grafted into the “good tree” (Israel). 
John 4:22 reminds us that “Salvation is of the Jews.”  

To say that the olive tree, with its natural and grafted branches, is a 
picture of' the Church would be a great mistake. Galatians 3:28 reminds us that 
in the Church, “there is no difference” and we are “all one in Christ.” God does 
not look on the members of Christ’s Body and see them as Jews or Gentiles.  
Therefore, the olive tree illustrates the relationships between Jew and Gentile 
in the program of God. The “breaking off of the branches” is the equivalent of 
“the fall” referred to in verse 11, the “diminishing” in verse 12, and the 
“casting away” in verse 15.  To read into this illustration the matter of the eternal 
destiny of the individual believer is to abuse the truth Paul was seeking to 
communicate.  

Paul is simply saying that no matter how far Israel may stray from the 
truth of God, the roots are still good. God is still the "God of Abraham, and the 
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.”  Therefore, He will keep His promises to 
these patriarchs. This means that the olive tree will indeed flourish again.  

And, finally, in verses 25-36 he calls God Himself to the witness stand, “For 
I do not desire, brethren, that you should be ignorant of this mystery, lest you 
should be wise in your own opinion, that blindness in part has happened to Israel 
until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in. And so all Israel will be saved, as it 
is written: The Deliverer will come out of Zion, and He will turn away ungodliness 
from Jacob; For this is My covenant with them, when I take away their sins. 
Concerning the gospel they are enemies for your sake, but concerning the 
election they are beloved for the sake of the fathers. For the gifts and the calling of 
God are irrevocable. For as you were once disobedient to God, yet have now 
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obtained mercy through their disobedience, even so these also have now been 
disobedient, that through the mercy shown you they also may obtain mercy. For 
God has committed them all to disobedience, that He might have mercy on all. Oh, 
the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How 
unsearchable are His judgments and His ways past finding out! For who has known 
the mind of the Lord? Or who has become His counselor? Or who has first given to 
Him and it shall be repaid to him? For of Him and through Him and to Him are all 
things, to whom be glory forever.”  

 Paul saved his best witness for the last! He proved that the very 
character and work of God were involved in the future of Israel. Men may 
disagree about prophecy and may differ in their millennial concepts, but every man 
must realize that he is dealing with God's people, Israel. 

In verse 11 he speaks of God’s timing. In other words, what has 
happened to Israel is all a part of God's plan, and He knows what He is doing. 
How long will the blinding of Israel last? Verse 25 says, “Until the fullness of the 
Gentiles be come in.” Verse 12 teaches there is a "fullness" for Israel and verse 25 
teaches there is a “fullness” for the Gentiles. Today, God in His grace is visiting 
the Gentiles and Acts 15:12-14 tells us that God is taking out a people for His 
name.  Although it is true that individual Jews are being saved, this present 
age is primarily a time when God is focusing on the Gentiles and building His 
Church. When this present age runs its course, and the fullness of the Gentiles has 
come in, then God will once more deal with the nations of Israel.  

In verses 26-28 he speaks of God’s promise. The reference here is Isaiah 
59:20-21. God has promised to save His people, and He will keep His promise. 
There are those who in interpret this passage as meaning salvation to 
individuals through the Gospel, but that is not rightly dividing the Word. 
When are told that “All Israel shall be saved” it does not mean that every Jew will 
be saved, it means that when Christ returns in His glory, the nation Israel will 
receive Him as the King/Messiah. Zechariah 12-13 gives us the details of the 
national restoration for Israel and it is wrong for us to spiritualize these verses 
and apply them to the Church today.  

In verse 29 he speaks of God’s nature. In Malachi 3:6 God says, “I am the 
Lord, I change not.” And in Numbers 23:19 we are told, “God is not a man that He 
should lie, neither the son of man, that He should repent.” God’s gifts to Israel 
and God’s calling of Israel, cannot be taken back or changed, or God would 
cease to be true to His own perfect nature. The fact that Israel may not enjoy 
her gifts, or live up to her privileges as an elect nation, does not affect this fact 
one bit. God will be consistent with Himself and true to His Word no matter what 
men may say or do, as seen in Romans 3:3, "Shall their unbelief make the 
faithfulness of God without effect?”  
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In verses 30-36 he speaks of God’s grace. Notice that Paul repeatedly 
reminds us that God shoes the Jews so that the Gentiles might be saved. God’s 
promise to Abraham in Genesis 12:1-3 was, “In thee shall all families of the earth 
be blessed.”  

Paul reminds us that God’s promise to Abraham was not based on his 
works, his performance, but on God’s grace.  And because of that same grace 
all of Israel will be saved.  

What does all of this have to do with us tonight? Simply this, our God is 
the same “yesterday, today, and forever.”  Our salvation is not based on our 
works but on His wonderful and amazing grace. And His promises are true and 
faithful.  
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