
Romans #19 
Not All Things Are Good 

Romans 8:26-28 

There is no doubt that being a Christian can be a dangerous thing in our 
world today.  I read recently that there have been around 40 million people 
who have been put to death for being Christians in the past 2000 years and of 
those, something like 60% have died in the last 100 years.  I am sure that is not 
the case here in America, but the fact that for Christians in many other parts of the 
world being a Christian means sharing in Christ’s suffering in a real and literal 
way.  

In our study of the book of Romans, we have come to one of the greatest 
truths found in the Word of God concerning living the Christian life.  

We have already seen that every child of God is indwelt with the presence of 
the Holy Spirit, as seen in verse 9, “But you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if 
so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you.  Now if any man have not the Spirit of 
Christ, he is none of his.”  And, then, in verse 14 we have been told, “For as many 
as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.”  Ephesians 1:12-14 tells 
us, “That we should be to the praise of his glory, who first trusted in Christ; in 
whom you also trusted, after you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your 
salvation; in whom also after you believed, you were sealed with that Holy Spirit 
of promise, who is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the 
purchased possession, unto the praise of his glory.” Romans 8:16 tells us that “The 
Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God.”  
Therefore, the Spirit of God dwells in every believer as the source of his true 
life, and witnesses with his spirit that he is a child of God, and a joint-heir 
with Christ. In other words, when you invited Jesus Christ to come into your 
life and make you a Christian, He can in the Person of the Holy Spirit and is 
providing you with a never-ending power source. And yet, it seems as if many 
of today’s believers live their lives void of such knowledge. 

Jesus gave us the example of living in the power of the Holy Spirit.  He 
was a man of virtue and valor and He was not afraid of anyone, especially the 
devil.  Every person He touched was healed and every life He encountered was 
forever transformed. Jesus’ life was not one that was characterized by up and 
down, in and out, hot and cold because He lived His life in the power of the 
Holy Spirit! 

We look at the life of Jesus and we marvel at the miracles He performed, and 
many Christians utter in amazement, “I could never do that.”  But that is not what 
Jesus said in John 14:12, “Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the 
works that I do he will do also; and greater works than these he will do, because I 
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go to My Father.” Look at what we have been told in Philippians 2:5-8, “Let this 
mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: Who being in the form of God, 
thought it not robbery to be equal with God: But made himself of not reputation, 
and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: 
And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient 
unto death, even the death of the cross.”   

The King James Version says, “made himself of not reputation,” but the 
more accurate translation would read that Jesus “emptied Himself.”  Albert Barnes 
in his work “Barnes’ Notes” says that “Jesus voluntarily laid aside, for a time, the 
symbols or the manifestation of his glory.”  Technically speaking, yes, Jesus was 
God when He came to earth, but He emptied Himself of His omnipotence (His 
divine power), His omniscience (His divine knowledge), and His omnipresence 
(His ability to be everywhere at once) while He was here. Jesus limited 
Himself to the parameters of humanity in order to completely identify with us. 

Jesus was the God-man: all God, all man.  Not deity humanized or 
humanity deified; He was the only God-man who ever walked this planet.  We 
aren’t God, we will never be God, and we have never been God.  But Jesus made 
this statement in John 14:20, “At that day ye shall know that I am in my Father, 
and ye in me, and I in you.” He is God and we are in Him and He is in us.  

Now, go with me to Matthew 3:13-17, “Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to 
the Jordan unto John, to be baptized of him. But John forbade him, saying, I have 
need to be baptized of thee, and comest thou to me? And Jesus answering said unto 
him, Permit it to be so now; for thus it becometh us to fulfill all righteousness. 
Then he consented to him. And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway 
out of the water; and, lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit 
of God descending like a dove, and lighting upon him. And lo a voice from heaven, 
saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.”  With that thought in 
mind, look at 2 Corinthians 5:17-20, “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a 
new creation; old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new. And 
all things are of God, who hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, and hath 
given to us the ministry of reconciliation; To wit, that God was in Christ, 
reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them; and 
hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation.”  Jesus laid aside the powers 
of His divinity and allowed the Holy Spirit to work through Him! 

Now, get this and don’t let me confuse you here.  When Jesus healed 
blind Bartimaeus in Mark 10, He did not draw upon His own divine power to 
give the man sight because He had laid them aside.  So who healed blind 
Bartimaeus?  It was simply God in Christ! 

Jesus did not wipe the blindness out of Bartimaeus’ eyes.  It was the God 
in Christ: “Jehovah Rapha,” “the God that healeth thee.”  Jesus did not clam the 
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storm when He spoke “Peace be still” in Mark 4:39.  It was “Jehovah Shalom,” 
the God of peace.  Jesus did not place the coins in the fish’s mouth when Peter 
needed to pay their taxes in Matthew 17:27.  It was “Jehovah Jireh,” the God 
who supplies all my needs.  

Throughout his ministry, Jesus told His disciples that He would eventually 
leave them, as seen in John 16:7, “Nevertheless I tell you the truth. It is to your 
advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you; 
but if I depart, I will send Him to you.” 

But despite His repeated warning, the disciples assumed their exciting 
lives would continue as usual.  Then suddenly, one of their own betrayed Jesus 
for thirty pieces of silver.  They watched in horror as He was falsely accused, 
beaten like a common dog, and then hung on a cross between two thieves. To their 
shock, Jesus suffered, bled, and died. Their hopes were crushed and their 
dreams were shattered.  In fear for their own lives they ran and hid. 

One of the greatest truths that no one seems to realize is that Jesus’ 
ministry on this earth was finished when He allowed Himself to be nailed to 
the cross. As a result of Jesus’ death, burial, and resurrection, His finished 
work provided the basis for our healing, our reconciled relationship with the 
Father, and our victory over Satan.  

But the story was far from over, as seen in Acts 1:4-5, 8 when he met them 
in the Upper Room, “And being assembled together with them, He commanded 
them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the Promise of the Father, 
“which,” He said, “you have heard from Me; for John truly baptized with water, 
but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now….but you 
shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be 
witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the 
earth.” And in Mark 16:17-19, “And these signs will follow those who believe: In 
My name they will cast out demons; they will speak with new tongues; they will 
take up serpents; and if they drink anything deadly, it will by no means hurt them; 
they will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover. So then, after the Lord had 
spoken to them, He was received up into heaven, and sat down at the right hand of 
God.”  

As long as Jesus was physically present with the disciples, the Holy Spirit 
would operate only through Jesus.  But when Jesus ascended to the Father, 
then the Holy Spirit would be free to operate through the church in the same 
way that He operated through Jesus.  

And this is where many Christian miss it: they believe that the Holy Spirit 
is some kind of watered-down version of God – a second cousin three times 
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removed from the Father. But the Holy Spirit is as much God as the Father or 
the Son.  They are all one is essence and quality.   

Now, look back at verse 26, “Likewise the Spirit also helps in our weaknesses. 
For we do not know what we should pray for as we ought, but the Spirit Himself 
makes intercession for us] with groanings which cannot be uttered.” With that 
thought in mind, look with me in Hebrews 7:24-25, “But this man (Christ), 
because he continueth ever, hath an unchangeable priesthood. Wherefore, he is able 
also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth 
to make intercession for them.” Therefore, as a child of God, Jesus is praying 
for me!  Now folks, I have had some folks praying for me through the years, 
but I can tell you this – no one can pray for you like Jesus does! 

And that brings us to verse 28, “And we know that all things work together for 
good to them that love God, to them who are called according to his purpose.” The 
Bible did not say that all things are good, because there are some bad things 
going on in this world in which we live. Christians suffering and dying for 
their faith is not good.  Sickness, pain and death are not good.  Sin on the 
rampage is not good.  And if we allow our focus to be on all of the bad stuff 
that is going on around us, we will pretty soon be overtaken with hopelessness. 

Remember, if Christ is making intercession for us in the presence of the Father, 
and if the Holy Spirit is making intercession for us in our prayer life, then it stands 
to reason “that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them 
who are called to this purpose.”  

Therefore, I want to share these four truths from Romans 8:28. 

1.  First, there is the element of assurance.  Paul says, “And we know…”  
How well this relates to 1 John 5:13-14, “These things have I written unto you that 
believe on the name of the Son of God, that you may know that you have eternal 
life, and that you may believe on the name of the Son of God.  And this is the 
confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask anything according to his will, he 
heareth us.”  Listen to the assurance of Paul in 2 Timothy 1:12, “For which cause 
(the cause of Christ) I also suffer these things; nevertheless, I am not ashamed; for 
I know whom I have believed and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I 
have committed unto him against that day.”  Through our faith, we can have the 
assurance of God’s providence and protective care through every 
circumstance of life. 
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 2.  Second, there is the element of inclusiveness. Paul says, “…all things 
work together for good…”  Again, please notice that Paul does not say, “All things 
are good,” but “that all things work together for good.”  Neither does the Bible say 
that “All things produce good results.” 

 Now, there are always some folks who will take this verse of scripture and 
say, “Well, God allowed all of those things to happen in your life for your ultimate 
good.” Folks, that is not even close to what the Bible is teaching here. 

 The Bible is very simply saying that there are bad things that are bad, 
and that there are good things that are good, but all in all, God has a plan that 
fits everything together for our own individual good if we will trust Him with 
the out-come.  Listen, the storms of life will either make us “better” or else 
they will make us “bitter.” And I can tell you tonight, the outcome of our 
circumstances will be determined by our faith, character, and attitude! 

 3.  Third, there is the element of specialty.  Paul says, “…to them who are 
called according to his purpose.” The Greek word that has been translated 
“called” refers to those people that are neither religious nor intellectual in 
their response, but to those who have responded to the drawing power of the 
Holy Spirit.  That is exactly what Jesus said in John 6:44, “No man can come to 
me except the Father, who has sent me, draw him.”  Paul picks up this same theme 
in Romans 1:6, “Among whom are you also the called of Jesus Christ.”  And we 
are admonished in 1 Thessalonians 2:12 to “walk worthy of God, who has called 
you unto his kingdom and glory.”   

 Ladies and gentlemen, regardless of what you might have been taught, 
God still “calls” men and women to be saved.  He still “calls” men and women 
to ministry.  He still “calls” men and women to service. He still “calls” men and 
women to “walk worthy” of our calling.   

 4.  Fourth, there is the emotional element. Paul says “…to them that love 
God.”  There are times in life when we simply do not understand they “why” 
of what is happening in our life.  And it is during those times that we have to 
“walk by faith and not by sight.” 
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