
Romans #12 
Fatal Infection 
Romans 5:12-21 

         A woman took her hard-of-hearing husband to the doctor's office. After 
his checkup, the doctor said, "Your husband is suffering, from a very serious 
infection." The husband said, "What did he say?" His wife said, "He says you are 
sick." The doctor went on, "But there is hope. You just need to reduce his stress. 
Each morning, give him a healthy breakfast. Be pleasant, nice, and kind. For lunch 
and dinner make him his favorite meal. Don't discuss your problems with him; it 
will only make his stress worse. Don't yell at him or argue with him. And most 
importantly, just cater to your husband's every need. If you can do this for your 
husband for the next six months to a year, I think your husband will have a 
complete recovery." The husband said, "What did he say?" The wife answered, "He 
says, you are going to die."  

         In our last study of the book of Romans, we looked at the fact that because of 
the love of God, while "we were still in sin, in due time Christ died for the 
ungodly." We saw that in that great act of love God did not demand that we 
change our hateful attitude, He never ask us to stop and pray, He never 
demanded any kind of church membership. He just "demonstrated His love 
toward us, in that, while we were still in sin, Christ died for us."  

         There is no fact as evident and no subject as important as that of sin. The 
construction of verses 12-21 is designed to show how humanity came to be in 
the condition that we have been talking about in our previous studies. Paul 
says in Romans 5:6 that humanity is "ungodly." In Romans 5:8 he says men are 
"sinners." In Romans 5:10 he says men are "sinners." But now he describes the 
whole of humanity as vile and undone. The answer is found in Romans 5:12 
and following.  

Up to this point Paul has been talking about the "sins" (plural) of the 
world, but now he turns to deal with "sin" (singular). And to do this he must 
proceed to the root of the matter, and that being original sin of humanity.  

Look at Romans 5:12, "Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, 
and death by sin, and so death passed upon all men, for all have sinner."  

We know, of course, that the "one man" here is Adam. The story of 
Adam and Eve is no mere myth, folklore, or legend but an actual event in 
human history. The Bible puts the full blame for human sin on the shoulders of 
Adam, the father of the human race. God had given Adam a clear command and 
warning in Genesis 2:1617 when He said, "And the Lord God commanded the 
man, saying, “Of every tree of the garden you may freely eat; but of the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you 
shall surely die.” We are told  
that Adam disobeyed this command and ate of the fruit of the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil, and as a result of his disobedience, sin was 
introduced to humanity. And because of this one sin of Adam, everyone dies. 
Why? Because Adam is the "head" of humanity and his disobedience 
corrupted, or contaminated, the bloodline of humanity, causing all of 
humanity to stand in need of redemption.  

         There is a shuttle truth here that we will miss if we are not careful. Look 
closely at the words, "Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world..." 
These words "sin entered into the world" remind us that "original sin" did 
not originate in the Garden of Eden, but in the mind of Satan.  
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         An understanding of original sin can not be a realistic study apart from a 
brief study of Satan, who is referred to in the Scriptures as "Satan, "Devil," 
"Beelzebub," "Belial," "Adversary," "Dragon," "Serpent." He is mentioned 
by one or the other of these names 174 times in the Bible.  
         The origin of Satan is more or less shrouded in Mystery. One thing is 
certain; he is a "created being," and that of the exalted type.  

         We do know from a study of the Scriptures that before his fall he was "the 
anointed Cherub that covered." We also know that he was the guardian  
or protector of the "Throne of God." The Bible teaches us that he was perfect in 
all his ways from the day that he was created, until iniquity was found in him. 
In him was the "fullness of wisdom," and the "perfection of beauty," but it 
was his "beauty" that caused the pride that was his downfall. He was clothed 
in a garment that was covered with the most rare and precious gems, the Sardis, 
topaz, diamond, beryl, onyx, jasper, sapphire, emerald, carbuncle, all woven in 
with gold.  

         He dwelt in Eden, the "Garden of God." This probably refers not to the 
earthly Eden, but to the "Paradise of God" on high, for Satan dwelt on the 
"Holy Mount of God." All this we learn from Ezekiel 28:11-19, where the 
Prophet has a "fore view" of the Antichrist under the title of the "King of Tyrus," 
and as Antichrist is to be an incarnation of Satan, the Prophet here describes Satan's 
original glory from which he fell. There never has been as yet such a King of Tyros 
as is here described, "Then this further message came to me from the Lord: Son of 
man, weep for the king of Tyre. Give him this message from the Sovereign Lord: 
You were the perfection of wisdom and beauty. You were in Eden, the garden of 
God. Your clothing was adorned with every precious stone - Sardis, topaz, and the 
diamond, beryl, onyx, jasper, sapphire, turquoise, and emeraldall beautifully 
crafted for you and set in the finest gold. They were given to you on the day you 
were created. I ordained and anointed you as the mighty angelic guardian. You had 
access to the holy mountain of God and walked among the stones of fire. You were 
blameless in all you did from the day you were created until the day evil was found 
in you. Your great wealth filled you with violence, and you sinned. So I banished 
you from the mountain of God. I expelled you, 0 mighty guardian, from your place 
among the stones of fire. Your heart was filled with pride because of all your 
beauty. You corrupted your wisdom for the sake of your splendor. So I threw you 
to the earth and exposed you to the curious gaze of kings. You defiled your 
sanctuaries with your many sins and your dishonest trade. So I brought fire from 
within you, and it consumed you. I let it bum you to ashes on the ground in the 
sight of all who were watching. All who knew you are appalled at your fate. You 
have come to a terrible end, and you are no more."  

         The cause of Satan's fall is given in Isaiah 14:12-20, "How you are fallen 
from heaven, 0 Lucifer, son of the morning! How you are cut down to the ground, 
you who weakened the nations! For you have said in your heart: I will ascend into 
heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God; I will also sit on the mount 
of the congregation on the farthest sides of the north; I will ascend above the 
heights of the clouds, I will be like the Most High. Yet you shall be brought down 
to Sheol, to the lowest depths of the Pit. Those who see you will gaze at you, and 
consider you, saying: Is this the man who made the earth tremble, who shook 
kingdoms, who made the world as a wilderness and destroyed its cities, who did 
not open the house of his prisoners? All the kings of the nations, all of them, sleep 
in glory, everyone in' his own house; but you are cast out of your grave like an 
abominable branch, like the garment of those who are slain, thrust through with a 
sword, who go down to the stones of the pit, like a corpse trodden underfoot. You 
will not be joined with them in burial, because you have destroyed your land and 
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slain your people."  

         He is called "Lucifer, Son of the Morning." This was his glorious title when 
he was created, and this world of ours was made, at which time the “morning stars, 
sang together, and all the Sons of God shouted for joy." (Job 38:7).  

         It is well to note that the one here called "Lucifer, Son of the Morning," 
is in Isaiah 14:4 also called the "King of Babylon." As there never has been a 
King of Babylon like the one here described, the description must be that of a 
"future" King of Babylon. And as "Antichrist is to have for his capital city 
Babylon rebuilt," this is probably a "fore view" by the Prophet of Antichrist, as 
indwelt by "Lucifer" or "Satan," in that day when he shall be "King of Babylon."  

         The Bible indicates that when this world was created and fit for habitation, 
Satan was placed in charge of it, and it was then, as Isaiah declares, that Satan said 
in his, heart, "I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the Stars of 
God (other ruling powers): I will sit also upon the Mount of the Congregation, in 
the sides of the North. I will ascend above the clouds: I will be like The Most 
High." and that it was for this presumptuous act that the "PreAdamite World" 
became chaos, and was “without form and void..." as described in Genesis 1:2. 
This would justify the claim of Satan that this world belongs to him, and that he 
had the right and power to transfer the "kingdoms of the world" to Christ, if He 
would only acknowledge Satan's supremacy, as seen in Matthew 4:89, “Again, the 
devil took Him up on an exceedingly high mountain, and showed Him all the 
kingdoms of the world and their glory. And he said to Him, “All these things I will 
give You if You will fall down and worship me.” 

Since Satan had been in authority over the primal earth, it is reasonable to 
believe that he was filled with jealousy and hatred toward Adam, the newly created 
being to whom authority over the earth was given, as seen in seen in Genesis 
1:2627, "Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our 
likeness; let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, 
and over the cattle, over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on 
the earth.” That truth helps us to understand the persistent war Satan is 
warring against Holy God to retain his possession of the earth. When Satan 
became unwilling to rule the original earth as a subordinate, and determined 
to rule it independent of God, he put his own will in opposition to the will of 
God. That was "treason." That was "sin."  

Satan was the first being to manifest a will opposed to the will of God. 
The Scripture reveals his selfcenteredness in these five "I wills:" "I will ascend 
into heaven."  
"I will exalt my throne above the stars of God."  
“I will sit also upon the mount."  
"I will ascend above the heights of the clouds."  
"I will be like the most High."  

         Therefore, in its truest sense, sin is rebellion against God. And that is why 
David cried out in Psalm 51:4, "Against You, and You only, have I sinned, and 
done this evil in Your sight..." Therefore, in exalting himself against God 
"Lucifer" became "Satan," for "Satan" means "adversary." To justify himself 
he accused God. In accusing God he became the "devil," for "devil" means 
"accuser."  

         The Bible teaches us in Revelation 12:4 that when Satan rebelled against 
God he carried a third of all the angels with him. Hebrews 12:22 tells us that the 
angels were "an innumerable company." Those angels that rebelled with Lucifer 
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were also recipients of God's divine judgment, and are known today as 
demons. If there were some way for us to look with our physical eyes into the 
realm of the Spiritual world, we would see that we are surrounded by countless 
beings  some angels and some demons.  

         Therefore, when Satan came to Adam and Eve, he brought the sin factor 
from the demonic spiritual realm down to humanity. And he did so with some 
measure of understanding and revenge.  

         Using Adam and Eve to strike back at God, Satan set out to regain the 
authority that now belonged to Adam and Eve. By yielding to temptation 
Adam lost the dominion that God had given him, but that is not the end of the 
story. Colossians 2:14-15, "Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was 
against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his 
cross; and, having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a show of them 
openly, triumphing over them in it."  

         Tonight, we have seen the emergence of sin, Satan, and the fall of 
humanity. But in all of that we have seen that God was never caught off 
guard. The answer has always been in Christ Jesus. 
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