
Romans #10
The Results of Justification

Romans 5:15

         In our last study we looked at the Christian’s walk of faith. We saw that 
with the “new birth" comes a "new walk.” This week we are going to continue 
our study in Romans by looking at some of the results of justification. 

         Look with me at Romans 5:15, "Therefore, having been justified by faith, we 
have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom also we have 
access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory 
of God. And not only that, but we also glory in tribulations, knowing that 
tribulation produces perseverance; and perseverance, character; and character, 
hope. Now hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out 
in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us.” Barclay translates verse I 
this way, "Since, then, we have been put into a right relationship with God in 
consequence of faith, let us enjoy peace with Him through our Lord Jesus Christ." 
The Revised Version says, "Therefore having been declared righteous on the 
principle of faith, we have peace towards God." The difference is simply this; the 
Greek form of the verb of the verb “justified” is actually in the aorist participle, 
“having been declared righteous,” or “justified.”  

         The difference between "Therefore, being justified,” as seen in New King 
James Version, and “Therefore having been declared righteous,” as seen in the 
Greek is this: “being” justified indicates a process, while “been” justified looks 
back to that fact of justification. 

         Remember, we have already seen that justification is an inherent part of 
salvation  you cannot have one without the other.

The term "justification" in its truest form is a forensic, or legal, term 
meaning that sinners are declared righteous. It is when the coroner comes to 
the scene of a death, and then declares the lifeless person as "dead." You see, 
the moment you believed in Jesus Christ, and accepted Him as your Savior, God 
declared you "righteous," or "justified." And this promise is found in Ecclesiastes 
3:14, "I know that whatever God does, it shall be forever. Nothing can be added to 
it, and nothing taken from it…” In other words, our justification is so settled that 
Romans 4:8 tells us that God will never charge another sin to us that would affect 
our salvation, saying, "Blessed is the man to whom the Lord will not impute sin." 

Realizing, then, that our justification has been settled with God, the 
Bible tells us that we now have "peace with God." Philippians 4:7 says, "And 
the peace of God, which passes all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds 
through Christ Jesus." 1 Peter 1:69 says, "Wherein you greatly rejoice, though now 
for a season, if need be, you are in heaviness through manifold temptations, that 
the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perishes, though 
it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honor and glory at the 
appearing of Jesus Christ, whom having not seen, you love; in whom, though now 
you see him not, yet believing, you rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory, 
receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of your souls." 

With that thought in mind look at verses 24, "By whom also we have access 
by faith into this grace in which we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God, 
and not only so, but we glory in tribulations also, knowing that tribulation brings 
patience; and patience, experience; and experience, hope." It is interesting to 
notice that the child of God is to "rejoice in hope" and that the cycle 
mentioned in verses 24 ends in producing more "hope." Listen to what we have 
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been told in Proverbs 10:28, "The hope of the righteous shall be gladness." I 
Thessalonians 1:3 says, "Remembering without ceasing your work of faith, and 
labor of love, and patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ." 

What does any of that have to do with peace, joy, and hope? The 
answer is simple, when you know that your salvation is settled, that you are no 
longer at odds with God, and that you and God have a personal relationship, 
then you realize that God is not mad at you!

Now that might not seem like a big thing to you, but I can tell you that 
for thousands of years, all over the world, confused and misguided people 
have offered up sacrifices and works, trying to appease one "angry god" after 
another. And I want you to know that it is not happening just in some remote, 
primitive jungle of the earth, it is happening in most of our churches even 
today!

Preachers preach and Christians believe that they serve a God who is 
angry and vengeful. They speak  as if God is their problem. If anything bad 
happens to them, they are sure God is thumping them on the head because 
they got out of line; or that He is bringing heartache into their lives "to teach 
them something." 

I heard one man say, "I don't know why God allowed me to get into all this 
debt." Let me tell you something, I have been deep in debt before myself, and I 
know how I got there, and God had nothing to do with it. But, I am glad to 
say, He everything to do with me getting out of debt! 

Notice that Paul says, "By whom also we have access by faith into this 
grace..." Everything we receive from God, we receive by faith. And nothing is 
more faith building than discovering (or being reminded) that our heavenly 
Father is good. Absolute good! 

Psalm 145:59 reads like this, "I will meditate on the glorious splendor of 
your majesty, and on Your wondrous works. Men shall speak of the might of Your 
awesome acts, and I will declare Your greatness. They shall utter the memory of 
Your great goodness, and shall sing of Your righteousness. The Lord is gracious 
and full of compassion, slow to anger and great in mercy. The Lord is good to all, 
and His tender mercies are over all His works." Ladies and gentlemen, we serve a 
great God is also a good God! One of the best ways to get a revelation of God's 
goodness is to discover more about His love for us. 

It is important to notice that the Bible never explicitly says, "God is 
power," although He certainly is awesomely powerful. But the Bible does tell us 
in I John 4:8 that "God is love." 

With that thought in mind, look at verse 5, "Now hope does not disappoint, 
because the love of God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who 
was given to us.” This verse opens up an avenue of Bible teaching that stands 
out throughout the entire Word of God! When we
are told "the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts," the Bible is not speaking 
about our love for God, nor is it speaking about God's love for us; but it goes much 
deeper than either of these. 

It is imperative that we look  at this verse of scripture in its context. 
Verse 2 tells us that those that have been "justified by faith ... rejoice in hope of the 
glory of God," but verses 35 say, "And not only that, but we also glory in 
tribulations, knowing that tribulation produces perseverance; and perseverance, 
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character; and character, hope. Now hope does not disappoint, because the love of 
God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us." 1 
Corinthians 12:12-13 says, "For as the body is one and has many members, but all 
the members of that one body, being many, are one body, so also is Christ. For by 
one Spirit we were all baptized into one body - whether Jews or Greeks, whether 
slaves or free—and have all been made to drink into one Spirit.” We hear lots of 
talk  about the "baptism of the Holy Spirit," but in its truest sense, "Spirit 
baptism" takes place the moment that you invite Jesus Christ to come into 
your life, forgive you of your sins, and make you a Christian. At that moment 
"we (are) baptized into one body." Therefore, the reason the child of God can 
endure tribulations, heartaches, misunderstandings, and hurt is simply because of 
the truth found in I John 4:4, "You are of God, little children, and have overcome 
them, because greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world." 1 John 4:13 
tells us when a person is saved and brought into the family of God, that person 
receives the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit, "By this we know that we 
abide in Him, and He in us, because He has given us of His Spirit.” Romans 8:16 
says, "The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of 
God.” 

Therefore, it is easy to conclude that when the Bible here speaks of the 
"love of God ... shed abroad in our hearts," it is referring to God's own love as 
it pours forth from His great heart through our heart! In other words, the 
indwelling love of God is proof that we are saved. 

With that thought in mind, Galatians 5:22 says, "But the fruit of the Spirit is 
love, joy, peace etc." And in I John 4:78 we are told, "Beloved, let us love one 
another, for love is of God; and everyone who loves is born of God and knows 
God. He who does not love does not know God, for God is love.” Many people 
today display a love for children, love for the needy, and love for family and 
friends; but the kind of love that is spoken of here is a totally different kind of 
love. Jesus put it this way in Luke 6:27-35, "But if you are willing to listen, I say, 
love your enemies. Do good to those who hate you. Pray for the happiness of those 
who curse you. Pray for those who hurt you. If someone slaps you on one cheek, 
turn the other cheek. If someone demands your coat, offer your shirt also. Give 
what you have to anyone who asks you for it; and when things are taken away 
from you, don't try to get them back. Do for others, as you would like them to do 
for you. Do you think you deserve credit merely for loving those who love you? 
Even the sinners do that! And if you do good only to those who do good to you, is 
that so wonderful? Even sinners do that much! And if you lend money only to 
those who can repay you, what good is that? Even sinners will lend to their own 
kind for a full return. Love your enemies! Do good to them!" Child of God, this is 
a very special kind of love that Christ is speaking of here, and the only way you 
will have any love for those that you know are talking behind your back, and 
working and scheming to have you "put down" is to draw from that great "love of 
God (which) is shed abroad in our hearts."

1 John 3:14 says, "We know that we have passed from death to life, because 
we love the brethren.” And I John 4:8 says, "He who does not love does not know 
God, for God is love." Now listen and get this  the Bible is talking about choices 
here! Child of God, you have to choose to love! But here is the warning, the 
litmus text of the Christian life, the person who does not have the heart to love 
need not pretend that he is a believer, for God is love and if a man knows God, 
then God abides in his heart; and the person with God in his heart will love in deed 
and in truth, and not just in word. There is no love when there is always fussing, 
backbiting, and gossip. Tonight I challenge you to allow, "the love of God (to be) 
shed abroad in our hearts” by the Holy Spirit who is given to us. 
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