
The Red Lights of Failure

Deuteronomy 4:22-29

 I want to talk  to you today about the “The Red Lights of Failure.” 
Through my years of ministry I have discovered there are two kinds of failure 
in the Christian life. One kind of failure is demonstrated for us in the 22nd verse 
where Moses says, “But I must die in this land. I must not go over Jordan.” That is 
one kind of failure. And to me those words are some of the saddest words 
found in the entire Word of God. It seems to me, if anybody had been qualified, 
if anyone ever deserved, to go over into the Land of Canaan, that land flowing with 
milk and honey, if anyone ever really deserved to see the fruit of his labor, it ought 
to be Moses.

 For forty years Moses had led his people in the wilderness. He has 
suffered with them. He has taken their abuse and their misunderstanding. 
Hebrews 12:24-29 tells us that he gave up the riches of Pharaoh’s palace in 
order that he might do what God wanted him to do. And yet, after Moses gave 
up the riches of this world, after he suffered with the people, after he allowed 
himself  to be lied about and cursed, and misunderstood, misused, and mistreated 
for forty years in the wilderness, God says, “You cannot go over into this land.” 
And here in verse 22 we find the sad words of Moses, “I must die in this land.” 
Where was he? He was in the wilderness! He was saved, but he was not living in 
victory! He never lived to really enjoy all that God had for him! And he 
resigned himself to that fact – “I must die in this land.” And that is one way to fail 
in the Christian life.

 And there are a great many Christians who have never crossed over 
Jordan, who have never entered into the Promised Land, who have never 
experienced all that God has for them – the fullness of Christ. And you could 
write this epithet on their tombstone, “This Christian died in the wilderness.” Or 
maybe, “This Christian never knows what it was to live in the abundance of joy 
and love and peace.” Or maybe, This Christian never experienced all that God had 



for him – he died short of all that God had prepared for him.” And there are a 
great many of us in this building today who fall into that category. And if you 
were to die right here on the spot you would be dying, “in the wilderness.” That is, 
you have failed outside of victory.

 There is another kind of failure, as seen verses 22-23, “But you shall cross 
over and possess that good land. Take heed to yourselves, lest you forget the 
covenant of the Lord your God which He made with you…” Look at verse 25, 
“When you beget children and grandchildren and have grown old in the land, and 
act corruptly and make a carved image in the form of anything, and do evil in the 
sight of the Lord your God to provoke Him to anger.” One kind of Christian 
failure is failure outside of victory, but there is also failure inside of victory. It 
is possible, probable, and even prophesied, in this passage of Scripture, that 
those people who do cross over Jordan, and who do experience the abundant 
life, and the fullness of blessings; there is still the possibility, the probability, 
and the prophecy that they will also fail.

 And the title of this message is “The Red Lights of Failure.”

 And one of the greatest dangers, one of the greatest “Red Lights of 
failure” in the Christian’s walk with Christ is that of complacency. Look again 
at verse 23, “Take heed to yourselves, lest you forget the covenant of the Lord your 
God…” It seems to me, complacency is the mark of the present-day church, 
and is one of the greatest dangers of the victorious Christian life. He is not 
speaking here of the new or the novice believer, as seen in verse 25, “When you 
beget children and grandchildren and have grown old in the land…” Moses is 
saying, “Watch out, for there is the possibility, the probability, and even the 
prophecy, that some of you who have served God for years, will backslide and fail 
in your walk with God.” 

 You see, there are two kinds of backsliders. There are those who 
backslide away from God and away from the church. They lose their fellowship 
with God, they sever their fellowship with God, and at the same time they 



sever their relationship with the Church. They go back into the world. And 
there is absolutely no visible sign difference between them and the world. And 
it is easy to identify those kinds of backsliders.

 But there are also those who backslide away from God, but stay in the 
Church. They are still preaching, still serving on some Church Staff, still 
teaching a Bible Study, still serving as a Deacon, and still walking around 
saying, “Praise the Lord.” And Moses warns the people, “I am going to die away 
from the Promised Land, but you are going to die away from God while you are 
walking in victory.” And it is to that kind of Christian that I want to speak to 
today.

 The first thing I want you to see is this - there is a very subtle process to 
this type of backsliding. Look once more at verse 25, “When you beget children 
and grandchildren and have grown old in the land, and act corruptly and make a 
carved image in the form of anything, and do evil in the sight of the Lord your God 
to provoke Him to anger.” In this verse he shows us the most common to 
backsliding: self-corruption. Self-corruption is a very subtle process to 
backsliding.

 No one ever gets into a “far country” all in one step! The Prodigal Son 
did not arrive in a “far country” in just one step. The day he came to his father 
and said, “I’m sick and tired of you and this whole scene, I want you to give me 
what is coming to me, I want to get out of this town.” I promise you, that was not 
an instantaneous decision, for the seeds of rebellion and bitterness had long 
been planted in his heart. There was a process.

 And today in this building, there are some of you that are aware that 
your prayer life is gradually slipping away! And some of you are painfully 
aware that your joy in the Lord is not what it used to be in your life. And 
almost without even knowing it, you are a long way from what your used to be in 
Jesus! There is a process going on in your life, and the first step is self-
corruption.



 Moses said, “You shall corrupt yourselves.” What did he mean by that 
statement? What is self-corruption? Self-corruption is a corruption that comes 
from within. Self-corruption is not a corruption that comes from being 
contaminated by the world, but it is a contamination that arises from within. I 
think we have the revelation of that truth in verse 23, “Take heed to yourselves, lest 
you forget the covenant of the Lord your God which He made with you, and make 
for yourselves a carved image.” The “carved image” came second here and 
second in verse 25. Verse 25 says the first thing you do is “corrupt yourselves.” 
And in verse 23 he says the first thing you do is “forget the covenant of the Lord 
your God.” Those two things are like Siamese twins. Self-corruption is 
forgetting the covenant, the commitment, you made with God.

 What is self-corruption? Self-corruption, which is the first step in 
backsliding away from God, is lowering our original goal. What does that 
mean? It means there was a time in your life when you realized you were lost 
and without Jesus Christ as your personal Savior. And then you asked Him to 
come into your heart, forgive you of your sins, and save you. And you walked 
down some isle and confessed Him as your personal Savior. And it was a 
statement to God and to the world that you had renounced the world, the 
flesh, and the devil, for the Lordship of Jesus Christ. The Lordship of Jesus 
Christ was your original goal. Self-corruption is when that goal doesn’t seem as 
important as it once did! Self-corruption is when you lose some of the joy and 
lower the standards that you once knew Christ had for your life. 

 Please do not misunderstand what I am saying right here – self-
corruption is not devoting yourself to open sin and wickedness. What you may 
be doing is good in the sight of the world, but it is far less than God’s best for 
your life. 

On the outside you might look almost the same, but on the inside there 
is subtle process taking place. You are now more concerned about people and 
things than you are in worship. Your conversations are no longer filled with 



praise but with gossip and criticism. You are still in Church on Sunday 
morning, but there is no more joy, no expectancy, and no sense of being in the 
presence of a holy and righteous God any more!

 This week God gave me the answer! Sometimes in the “midnight hour” 
God gave me this dream: and in this dream God showed me what seemed like 
a “wall of fire” that represented the evil work of the enemy! All of the hurt, all 
of the destruction, all of the hatred, all of the of the prejudice and division of 
humanity. It represented the heartache of bondage to drugs, alcohol, fear, 
sickness and failure. It represented Satan’s work in our churches, in our 
nation, and across the world.

 As I stood in front of that “blazing furnace” the heat was almost 
unbearable, and yet God spoke to me and said, “On the your faith in My 
Word, and on the Authority of My Name step forth and conquer.” As I stood 
there the Holy Spirit brought to my mind the Children of Israel at the Red 
Sea, and He said, 
“Take the step.” And when I took my first step toward that “blazing furnace of 
corruption” I noticed amazing it moved away! And with each step I took it began 
to retreat! 

 And somehow I noticed something was very, very different was going 
behind me! I noticed that behind me there was joy and peace and life. And in a 
voice louder than audible the Holy Spirit said, “This is what victory looks like!”

 And then God told me what to tell His people: “This is not the time to be 
afraid, this is the time to put on the whole ‘armor of God…and walk by faith and 
not by sight.’ This is not the time to be ‘politically correct’ but time to be 
‘biblically correct.’ This is the time to realize we really are ‘more than conquerors 
through Christ who loves us.’ Now is the time to bind the enemy’s effort to corrupt 
our judicial, political, and social systems. Now is the time for the Church of the 
Living God to stand up and be the Church and not just go to Church.”



 And I woke up and I was soaking wet! I went to the bathroom and 
undressed and put my night-clothes in the bathtub. My took a towel and dried 
my dripping hair. Went to the bed and turned my pillows over and pulled the 
top sheet over my wet mattres. I sat there in the darkness until 3:30 a.m. and I 
could not stand it any longer…so I woke up Linda and told her what had 
happened. And I said, “I don’t what I’m supposed to do!” She said sounds pretty 
simply, “Go tell the people.”

 And ladies and gentlemen: that is the other side of failure!!

 Prayer.


