
The Keys To Receiving From God

John 1:12

 “But as many as received Him, to them He gave the power to 
become the children of God.”

 In the years I have been a pastor, I have talked to many people who 
tell me that their life is a mess and they and they really want to change, 
and ever so often they will add this little statement, “But I don’t have the 
power.” Well, I am sorry but that just is not true, because Jesus had 
promised us the power. 

For the past two weeks we have been looking at what the Bible 
says concerning receiving from God. The things that we have studied 
have not been some “new truths,” but rather, they are eternal truths 
that we need to be reminded of ever so often. And one of those truths is 
found in 2 Corinthians 4:18 that says, “While we look not at the things 
which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for the things which 
are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal.” 
Therefore, as one studies the Bible it becomes abundantly clear that 
God has already provided the solution for every need that might arise 
in our lives. 

 The reason that so many believers are being defeated in their 
walk with God is their focus is on things that are seen – their 
circumstances. But if we are to live in victory we must put our faith in 
the unseen eternal realm. Why? Because everything you see is 
temporal and subject to change. But one of the eternal things that you 
have at your disposal is Word’s Word. 

 When most people think about the Word of God they think of 
our present-day Bible, but the truth is God’s Word has been around 
for thousands of years. For example: 1400–400 Before Christ, the 
books of the Hebrew Old Testament written. In 250–200 Before 
Christ the Septuagint, a popular Greek translation of the Old Testament, 
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was produced. In 1380-1382 Before Christ, John Wycliffe and 
associates made the first translation of the whole Bible into English. 
In 1525 William Tyndale makes the first translation of the New 
Testament from Greek into English. In 1607-1611 King James 
Version, the “Authorized Version,” is produced. 

Jesus made this statement in Matthew 25:35, “Heaven and earth 
will pass away, but My words will by no means pass away.” Therefore, 
as we come to this last message is this little series I have entitled 
“Receiving from God” I want to share some of these eternal truths. 

For example, the Bible teaches us that God knew you long before 
you were born and has a plan for your life, as seen in Jeremiah 1:5, 
“Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before you were born I 
set you apart.” 

Before there was ever a sin, God had provided our salvation, as 
seen in 1 Peter 1:1820, "Forasmuch as you know that you were not 
redeemed with corruptible things, like silver and gold, from your vain 
manner of life received by tradition from your fathers, But with the 
precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot, 
Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the world..." 
Revelation 13:8 once more speaks to us concerning "the Lamb slain 
from the foundation of the world." 

Before Satan ever attacks you with a temptation, God has already 
made "the way of escape,” as seen in 1 Corinthians 10:13, "There has no 
temptation taken you but such as is common to man; but God is faithful, 
who will not permit you to be tempted above what you are able, but will, 
with the temptation, also make the way to escape, that you may be able 
to bear it."   

Before Satan ever attacks your body with sickness and disease, 
God has already provided the healing, as seen in Isaiah 53:4, "Surely he 
has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows...” Matthew 8:17 reminds 
us, "Himself took our infirmities, and bore our sicknesses..." l Peter 2:24 
says, "Who his own self bore our sins in his own body on the tree, that 
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we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness; by whose stripes 
you were healed." 

These are but a few of the Scriptures that let us know that 
before the need ever arises in our lives, God has already provided the 
solution. In light of that great truth, we must learn to receive what 
God has already provided for us as Christians. But how do we plug 
into the power?

The Bible says it is a partnership. Listen to what we have been 
told in Philippians 1:6, “Being confident of this very thing, that He who 
has begun a good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus 
Christ.” You see, there are two parts to everything you receive from 
God: the part God plays and the part you play. God has already done 
His part. He has paid the price. He has made the way. He has opened 
the door. 

So what does God use in this partnership to plug us into the 
power to live the Christian life? We are going to look at four or five 
things that God uses to plug us in to His provisions.

The first tool that God uses is His Word. Through Scripture 
God teaches us how to live. 2 Timothy 3:1617 reads like this in the 
Greek, “The whole Bible was given to us by inspiration from God and is 
useful to teach us what is true and to make us realize what is wrong in 
our lives; it straightens us out and helps us do what is right. It is God's 
way of making us well prepared at every point." 

I want to ask you a very personal question today – Has the 
Bible transformed your life? Child of God, if you are serious about 
changing your life, you are going to have to get into the Bible. The 
Bible says in Romans 10:17, "Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by 
the word of God." 

Jesus made this statement in John 8:32, “You will know the truth, 
and the truth will set you free.” Colossians 3:16 says, “Let the word of 
Christ dwell in you richly.” When you base your life on truth, when 
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you live with an awareness of God’s Word in your everyday living, it 
will change your life. It will change the way you think, the way you 
talk, and the way you act toward other people. 

The second tool that God uses is His Spirit. Jesus made this 
promise in Acts 1:8, “But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit 
has come upon you…” Therefore, the Bible teaches us that the Holy 
Spirit is our source of power in the Christian life.

Through the years we have come to understand the Holy Spirit 
lives inside every believer. The apostle John refers to the Holy Spirit 
as being given to the believer in 1 John 3:24. Peter talks about the Holy 
Spirit being in believers in 1 Peter 1:11. In Galatians 4:6 Paul says, “God 
has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into our hearts.” And in 1 Corinthians 
3:16-17 we are reminded that the believer is “the temple (the dwelling 
place or house) of the Holy Spirit.” So the Holy Spirit resides in every 
believer.

But we also know the Holy Spirit is the Seal of our salvation, as 
seen in Ephesians 1:13-14, “In Him you also trusted, after you heard the 
word of truth, the gospel of your salvation; in whom also, having 
believed, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, who is the 
guarantee of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased 
possession, to the praise of His glory.” So the Holy Spirit is the Seal of 
our salvation.

The fact that we have the Holy Spirit is not the issue.  It seems 
to me the issue is that most believers have regulated the Person of the 
Holy Spirit into some far corner of their life, never allowing Him to 
make an impact on their lives. 

Now that brings me to this passage of scripture found in John 
14:12, “Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works 
that I do he will do also; and greater works than these he will do, 
because I go to My Father.” At that time, Jesus was the only 
representative of the Godhead at work on earth. He was anointed by 
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the Holy Spirit. When He was on earth, if you wanted to go where the 
power was, you had to go where He was. 

In Luke 5:17, the Bible says that Jesus was teaching on a certain 
day, and the Pharisees and doctors of the law from every town in Galilee 
and Judea were gathered to hear Him, "And the power of the Lord was 
present for him to heal them." 

The Bible tells us that Jesus delegated a certain amount of that 
power to the 12 and sent them out, and He delegated a certain amount 
to the 70 and sent them out. Then, before He went away, He said in 
John 16:7, "It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, 
the Comforter will not come unto you." 

When Jesus returned to heaven, He sent the third person of the 
Godhead, the Holy Spirit, to this earth. The Holy Spirit is the only 
person of the Godhead at work on the earth today. And wherever the 
Holy Spirit is, there is power! 

Ladies and gentlemen, where there is no presence and power of 
the Holy Spirit, there are no miracles. Where there is no presence and 
power of the Holy Spirit, there is no real worship taking place. 
Remember, it was Jesus himself who said in John 4:24, "God is Spirit; 
and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and truth.”

The third tool God uses to plug us into His power is our 
circumstances. Romans 5:3-5 gives us this insight, “And not only that, 
but we also glory in tribulations, knowing that tribulation produces 
perseverance; and perseverance, character; and character, hope. Now 
hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out 
in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us.” It always amazes 
me how the Bible always seems to tie our circumstances together 
with the Holy Spirit.

The truth of the matter is that we cannot control all the 
circumstances in our lives. We do not know what is going to happen 
tomorrow, or even today. But we have been given this assurance in 
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Romans 8:28, “And we know that all things work together for good to 
those who love God, to those who are the called according to His 
purpose. For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed 
to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many 
brethren.” Ladies and gentlemen, because of that one promise every 
child of God can rest assured that your life in secure and guided by 
the sovereign hand of God.

Romans 8 is telling us that God uses every circumstance to 
“conform us to the image of His Son…” Sometimes that conformity 
causes us to be uncomfortable. 

 For example, from the time I was in High School I have always 
worn “loafer” type shoes, but my insole is high, which made them 
uncomfortable. Through the years I continued to buy shoes that 
were uncomfortable and then try to stretch them to fit. Finally, I told 
Linda I was changing the type of shoes what I was wearing. What 
caused me to make that change? I was uncomfortable.

 Sometimes, God will use uncomfortable circumstances to 
change the direction of our lives. Consider, for example, how God 
produces love in our lives. Loving lovely people or people just like us 
is easy. But to teach us real love, God puts some unlovely people 
around us. We learn real love by loving that cantankerous fellow at 
work or the pesky neighbor. In other words, God teaches us to love by 
letting us practice on the “unlovely.” And that is not always 
comfortable.

 Last of all, God uses our confession to plug us into His 
marvelous power. The sad truth is that many believers are defeated 
by their own lips. The Word of God says in Proverbs 6:2, "You are 
snared by the words of your mouth.” The Hebrew reads this way, "You 
are taken captive with the words of your mouth." 

Mark this down: You said you could not, and the moment you 
said it, you were whipped. You said that you did not have faith, and 
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doubt rose up like a giant, and bound you. You talked failure, and 
failure held you in bondage! 

What am I saying to you today? If you talk about your trials, 
your difficulties, your lack of faith, your lack of money  your faith will 
shrivel and dry up. But if you talk about the promises of God, your 
lovely Heavenly Father and what He has done  your faith will grow by 
leaps and bounds. 

Let me ask you another question – How long are you going to 
just sit there and do nothing when you know God has a purpose for 
your life? Child of God, use the power that He has given you for His 
glory.

If you are not saved, why not today? 

Everyone please stand for prayer.

Father,

Your Word is true. Thank You for providing for my every need – 
spiritual, physical, and emotional. By faith I confess that Your promises 
are true and I received them as my very own. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
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