
Receiving Victory In Defeat

1 Corinthians 15:57

“But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord 
Jesus Christ.”

 Today's message is the second in this series that I have entitled 
"Receiving From God." In last week's study, we saw that every thing 
we receive from God is by faith! We receive salvation by faith. We 
receive God's blessings on our lives by faith. In light of that truth, in last 
week's study, we zeroed in on the fact that the Word of God teaches, 
"The just shall live by faith." In fact, Hebrews 11:6 tells us that "without 
faith it is impossible to please" God. Therefore, it is important that we 
realize that God puts a premium on one's faith.

 As believers, you and I have been called to be part of a 
conquering army, constantly claiming new ground for the kingdom of 
God. In fact, when speaking of the Christian life, God uses words like 
“Victors” and “more than conquerors.” But what is the Bible actually 
saying to us? The dictionary says that victory means “final and 
complete supremacy or superiority in battle or war, success in any 
contest or struggling involving the defeat of an opponent or the 
overcoming of obstacles.”

 To conquer means “to get the better of in competition or struggle, 
to master, suppress, prevail over, overwhelm, surmount, to gain 
superiority, to subdue, to vanquish, to crush, to defeat.”

 Once you get those definitions firmly in your mind, you will 
realize in Jesus you have much more than just a ticket to heaven. 
You have the best of the world in which you live today. Through Him, 
you have overcome it, mastered it, suppressed it and prevailed over it.
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 No wonder 1 Corinthians 15:57 shouts, “Thanks be to God! 
Because He gives us the victory, making us conquerors through out Lord 
Jesus Christ.”  

Recently as I watched the news, the reporter shared the sad 
news that the crime rate in Charlotte was on the rise and the 
number one crime in the city was automobile break-ins. As bad as 
that sounds, there is another kind of stealing going on in the spiritual 
realm. Jesus put it this way in John 10:10, “The thief comes only to steal 
and kill and destroy.”
 
 What Satan is stealing from believers is far more important 
that automobile parts, he is stealing spiritual treasures – things that 
have value with God and are of eternal significance. And the thing 
that Satan uses most to steal away our blessings is our very on 
confession. Proverbs 18:7 gives this warning, “A fool’s mouth is his 
destruction, and his lips are the snare of his soul.”

This truth is seen in an Old Testament story concerning 
Jonathan and Saul.  Notice that this passage talks about Jonathan 
and the victory he won for the children of Israel. 

In order to get the true picture of this story I want to read the 
greater part of 1 Samuel 14, “Now it happened one day that Jonathan the 
son of Saul said to the young man who bore his armor, Come, let us go 
over to the Philistines’ garrison that is on the other side. But he did not 
tell his father…Between the passes, by which Jonathan sought to go 
over to the Philistines’ garrison, there was a sharp rock on one side and a 
sharp rock on the other side. And the name of one was Bozez (Bo-zez), 
and the name of the other Seneh (Se-neh)…Then Jonathan said to the 
young man who bore his armor, Come, let us go over to the garrison of 
these uncircumcised; it may be that the Lord will work for us. For 
nothing restrains the Lord from saving by many or by few…Then 
Jonathan said, Very well, let us cross over to these men, and we will 
show ourselves to them. If they say thus to us, Wait until we come to 
you, then we will stand still in our place and not go up to them. But if 
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they say thus, Come up to us, then we will go up. For the Lord has 
delivered them into our hand, and this will be a sign to us. So both of 
them showed themselves to the garrison of the Philistines. And the 
Philistines said, Look, the Hebrews are coming out of the holes where 
they have hidden. Then the men of the garrison called to Jonathan and 
his armor bearer, and said, Come up to us, and we will show you 
something. Jonathan said to his armor bearer, Come up after me, for the 
Lord has delivered them into the hand of Israel. And Jonathan climbed 
up on his hands and knees with his armor bearer after him; and they fell 
before Jonathan. And as he came after him, his armor bearer killed them. 
That first slaughter which Jonathan and his armor bearer made was 
about twenty men within about half an acre of land. And there was 
trembling in the camp, in the field, and among all the people. The 
garrison and the raiders also trembled; and the earth quaked, so that it 
was a very great trembling. Now the watchmen of Saul in Gibeah (Ghib-
e-ah) of Benjamin looked, and there was the multitude, melting away; 
and they went here and there. Then Saul said to the people who were 
with him, Now call the roll and see who has gone from us. And when 
they had called the roll, surprisingly, Jonathan and his armor bearer were 
not there...Then Saul and all the people who were with him assembled, 
and they went to the battle; and indeed every man’s sword was against 
his neighbor, and there was very great confusion…So the Lord saved 
Israel that day…” This setting in 1 Samuel 14 talks about what to do 
when you need a victory.  

Have you ever experienced times when it seemed as though all 
you were experiencing was defeat? Perhaps it seemed like 
everywhere you turned, you were defeated? Well, God has made a 
way for you to move out of defeat to appropriate your victory. But 
you've got to do the moving. In other words, you must act on your 
faith!  

In reading I Samuel 13 and 14, we find that Jonathan's father, 
Saul, was sitting under a pomegranate tree in Migron with a 
defeatist attitude. He had 600 men with him who did not have any 
weapons, but the Philistines were in their garrison with about 30,000 
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chariots, 6,000 cavalry, and all kinds of infantrymen!  

The Philistines had sent raiding parties that destroyed all the 
blacksmiths' shops and killed the blacksmiths, leaving Israel 
weaponless. Only Saul and his son Jonathan had weapons, and 
Israel only had 600 men of their original fighting force of 3,000. The 
rest of them had run off to hide. Saul and his army had been beaten 
down, and the Philistine raiding parties kept coming into the 
villages and cities, doing whatever they desired to do.  

The children of Israel were God's people. We as Christians are 
God's people today. The Philistines were a type of Satan, therefore, 
Israel, God's people, always had trouble with the Philistines. And today, 
we as believers, God's people, always have trouble with Satan. Satan 
is always trying to raid us, to come into our camp and destroy us. He 
wants to take us out of the place of God's blessings.  

Saul and the children of Israel were in a bad situation. And it 
seems that only two men, Jonathan and his armorbearer, had 
escaped Israel's defeatist attitude. The Israelites were just sitting 
around with the attitude, "There's nothing we can do, so we'll just sit 
here while the enemy takes advantage of us."  

That is exactly what a lot of Christians do when they get that 
far down spiritually and emotionally. They just give up and sit there 
while the enemy takes advantage of them. 

But Jonathan and his armorbearer had escaped that attitude of 
defeat. In light of a seemingly hopeless situation, Jonathan realized 
that something must be done to appropriate victory.   

Listen very carefully; if you are going to rise above your 
situation and appropriate victory out of defeat, you are going to have 
to take bold action. That means you are going to have to exercise your 
faith!  

Jonathan got up early and did something. And in the same way, 
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we need to rise up in our situations, realizing that God and His Word 
are with us and we do not have to be defeated. We do not have to have 
a defeatist attitude. With God, we can do something about our 
situation!  

Remember, the Word of God tells us in Romans 8:37 that "we are 
more than conquerors through him that loved us." Through Christ, God 
has already defeated the enemy for us. 1 Corinthians 10:13 reminds 
us that God has already made a way of escape for you. God has told 
you about it in His Word, and now it is up to you to take bold action in 
the face of the enemy who is trying to tear you apart!  

If you are going to rise up out of defeat and appropriate your 
victory, you are going to have to exercise confident faith. Unless you 
have confidence in God and His Word, all your faith confessions are 
not going to do you any good.   

That means that when you make a faith confession you have to 
believe it! Some people are always saying things, but they are not 
confident. In other words, they have no confidence in what they are 
saying at all. Therefore, nobody pays any attention to him or her, 
much less Satan. 

Sometimes when Christians face the enemy, they are shaky in 
their faith. They don't really have any confidence that standing 
against the devil is going to work. They confess it, but they do not 
believe it. But as we read in 1 Samuel 14, Jonathan had confidence in 
God, so as far as he was concerned the odds against him were 
irrelevant. 

What were Jonathan's odds? What were the odds of two men 
winning against 30,000 chariots, 6,000 cavalry, and innumerable 
infantrymen or foot soldiers? I would consider his odds to be zero.   

In other words, in the natural, Jonathan had no chance of 
winning against such a vast army. But, you see Jonathan's confidence 
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was not in his fighting ability or in his armorbearer's ability. 
Although Jonathan knew he could fight well, his confidence was not 
based on his ability, but in the Lord God Jehovah. 

What makes a Christian so optimistic in the face of seemingly 
sure defeat? It is his confidence and faith in God. When you have 
confidence, you are optimistic about what is going to happen. But when 
you don't have confidence, you are pessimistic and filled with 
anxiety about what is going to happen.   

Because of his faith in the presence and power of God, Jonathan 
advanced toward the enemy with confidence of the victory!   

What does the story of Jonathan and the children of Israel 
have to do with us today? The answer is found in 1 Corinthians 10:11 
where the apostle Paul tells us, "Now all these things happened unto 
them for examples, and they are written for our admonition, upon whom 
the ends of the ages are come." Listen carefully, the Bible tells us that 
all these things happened as examples for us. Therefore, we are to 
learn from past lessons.  

You see, the Israelites’ possession of the Promised Land was a 
type of our Christian walk and our possession of what belongs to us in 
Christ.  Israelites had to continually fight to keep what was theirs 
because the enemy kept coming in and trying to take it from them. 

The same thing happens to you spiritually. Your enemy, the 
devil, will try to take from you the blessings God has for you.  

Therefore, you have two choices. You can sit around, like Saul, 
and feel sorry for yourself, and lose your victory and blessings. Or, 
you can do like Jonathan and, in the power of the Risen Lord, snatch 
victory out of the hands of defeat. But the choice is yours. 

Child of God, God is for you! He is not against you! As you take 
steps of faith toward appropriating the blessings that belong to you in 
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Christ, remember that He has already given you the victory. Therefore, 
God is always ready and willing to stand behind His Word and make 
it good in your life. Claim your victory and live by faith!  

If you are not saved, why not today?

Everyone please stand for prayer.

Father,

Your Word is true. I stand on the Your promises and receive them 
as my very own. Therefore, I confess that through Christ I am more than 
a conqueror. Now give me the courage to live out my faith and claim my 
victory. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
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