
Receiving From God

1 Corinthians 4:7

“For who makes you different from another? And what do you have that 
you did not receive? Now if you did indeed receive it, why do you boast 
as if you had not received it?”

 Today, we are beginning a new series that could change your 
life forever, and I have entitled it “Receiving from God.” These are 
not new truths – they are eternal truths. And they are truths that will 
transform your life.

 I want you to listen carefully to this statement: if you have 
enough faith to get you here, you have enough faith to get you there. 
Here is where you are right now, if by faith you have received God’s 
free gift of salvation by receiving Christ as your Savior. If you are 
really here, then Colossians 1:13 says, “You have been snatched from 
the kingdom of darkness and placed securely forever in the kingdom of 
(God’s) dear Son.” Here means you have been released from the 
chains of Satan and his army of evil angels, you have been given 
eternal life, and adopted as a beloved son or daughter into God’s 
intimate family circle.

 There is where you are moving into as you live out your life day 
by day. There is all the troubles, trials, opportunities, challenges and 
choices you will face on any given day. There can be a pretty scary 
place sometimes.

 Sometimes people say the reason you can’t succeed there is 
because you need “more faith.” You encounter an obstacle, you find 
yourself facing a challenge, and you turn back, thinking, “I don’t have 
enough faith.” And Satan tells you that God really can’t use you 
because of your lack of faith. 
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 But that’s a lie. Romans 12:3 tells us that “God has dealt to each 
one the measure of faith.” The fact is, you have all the faith you will 
ever need. The lack of faith is not your problem. Your problem is 
unbelief. 

 What is “unbelief” to a believer? It is when you become so weak 
and passive in the faith (we already have), that you neglect or refuse 
to believe and receive the promises from God’s Word.
 So for the next few weeks, we are going to look at the biblical 
truths that will allow you to receive from God while getting from 
here to there. And the first step is to clear up some things in your 
mind. 

Romans 8:32 says, "He who did not spare His own Son, but 
delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give 
us all things?” Ephesians 1:3 says, "Blessed be the God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with all spiritual blessings in 
heavenly places in Christ." He has blessed us with "all spiritual 
blessings." Notice that is in the past tense. It does not say, "He is going 
to bless us when we get to heaven." But it says He has already, in 
Christ Jesus, blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly 
places. That is on deposit in your heavenly bank account. 2 Peter 1:3 
says, "By His divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life 
and godliness, through the knowledge of Him who called us by glory 
and virtue.” Hebrews 6:5 says that a Christian is a person who has 
"tasted the good word of God, and the powers of the age to come." 
Actually, a Christian is a citizen of the future, living in the present! 
Paul tells us in Philippians 3:20, "For our citizenship is in heaven..." And 
the everyday experience of the Christian is that he is to experience the 
"powers of the age which is to come," while living in the “right now.”     

Romans 8:1617 says, "The Spirit Himself bears witness with our 
spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs - heirs of 
God and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him, that we 
may also be glorified together.” One translation reads like this, "And we 
share with Jesus everything that God has." That is our birthright. The 
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word "heir" speaks of an inheritance. Listen, when someone puts 
you in their will, you don't get that inheritance until they die! 
Hebrews 9:1617 says, "For where there is a testament, there must also of 
necessity be the death of the testator. For a testament is in force after 
men are dead, since it has no power at all while the testator lives.” And 
in Matthew 26:28 Jesus sat with His disciples and said, "For this is my 
blood of the new testament, which is shed for many for the remission of 
sins." And when Jesus died it was the “testator” dying. And the 
moment He died, the inheritance became ours, and that "Last Will and 
Testament" of Jesus was put into force!  

And so, “I am an heir of God,” and a “jointheir of Jesus 
Christ,” and everything that God has is mine! And every Christian 
has what I have read to you today. God has already blessed you with 
all spiritual blessings in the heavenlies. And God has already given you 
all things that pertain to life and godliness. And every believer sitting 
in this place today, already has every thing you need to live your life, 
the rest of your life, the way God wants you to live it! 

But, there is a key to receiving God's blessings in your life. For 
example, I want you to notice the little phrase in 1 Corinthians 4:7; 
"Receive it." This truth is seen in John 1:12 where his emphasis is also 
on receiving, "...as many as received him, to them gave he power to 
become the sons of God..." Christians need to learn about the 
receiving end of obtaining the blessings of God.  

In the area of salvation, a lot of people say, "If you'll do this, and if 
you'll quit that, and if you'll give up this, then the Lord will save you." A 
lot of people will say, "Well, confess your sins and God will save you." 
Listen, you couldn't confess all your sins if you wanted to. Even if you 
wanted to you couldn't remember all of them.

The Bible does not tell a lost person to confess all his sins to get 
saved. The Bible tells a lost person to confess that he is a sinner and 
stands in need of a Savior. The lost person simply must recognize that 
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he is a sinner and in need of a Savior. And they by faith receive Jesus 
Christ as their Savior.  

We don't give up anything to get what belongs to us from 
Christ. Receiving from God is not subtracting; it is adding! 

People have said, "Do this, that, and the other. Give up this, 
straighten out this, and you'll get healed." Or "Do this, this, and this, and 
the Lord will meet your needs." Not any of that is true, except the 
Lord will save you, the Lord will heal you, and the Lord will meet 
your needs!   

The gospel is good news! It is not subtraction; it is addition. 
Now watch this – you may change some things in your lifestyle when 
you get saved, but you didn’t get saved because you gave up something. 
And we don't give up things to receive healing. We just take it by 
faith! We receive what has already been given to us! 

Look once more at John 1:12, "But as many as received him, to 
them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that 
believe on his name." The truth of the matter is you cannot live for 
God in your own strength. But after you receive Jesus, He gives you 
the power to overcome evil. He gives you the power to overcome 
temptation. He gives you the power to overcome everything the devil 
tries to bring against you. 

Listen, the Christian life is not giving up things and trying to be 
a better person. The Christian life is receiving Jesus Christ and then 
living in the power that He gives you!  

Now listen very carefully, you can't give up a life of sin until you 
have accepted the Savior. You can't give up your sickness until you 
have accepted the Healer. You can't give up your poverty and want in 
the material area until you have accepted the Provider. And it's done 
by the simplest of actions: you receive it by faith! You simply receive 
Him!  
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This great truth is seen once more in Romans 6:23 where we have 
been told, "For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal 
life through Jesus Christ, our Lord." With that truth in mind, go back to 
John 1:12, "But as received him, to them gave the power to become the 
children of God, even to them that believe on his name." If you are not 
saved, God has already provided, for you, the “gift” of salvation: 
receive it by faith!  

But, there is more, for the Christian life does not stop with 
salvation, that is just the beginning of our walk with God. This truth is 
shown for us in Romans 1:1617, “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of 
Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes, 
for the Jew first and also for the Greek. For in it the righteousness of 
God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, The just shall live by 
faith.” 

It seems as if some Christians start out believing God. Then they 
get in the middle of a trial and say, "I thought God was going to come 
through for me, but I guess He's not."  

Listen carefully; when believers start confessing their doubts 
and unbelief, they have stopped receiving God's best for their lives. 
When we stop believing, God stops moving in our lives! 

One of the great problems that I see today among Christians is 
that we have not been taught simply to reach out in faith and receive 
what God has already provided for us. The sad truth is that a great 
many of God's children are living with less than God's best for their 
lives because they are waiting on God.  

Now listen carefully, you do not have to wait for what God has 
already provided! Does the lost person have to wait for God to give 
him salvation? No! Salvation has already been provided. Listen to 
John 3:1617, "For God so loved the world that He gave His only 
begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have 
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everlasting life. For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but that the world through Him might be saved.” How does a 
lost man become a Christian? By faith he receives the salvation that 
God has already provided for him through the finished work of Jesus 
Christ. 

Let me ask you this question: How do we as Christians receive 
God's blessings on our lives? The answer is found in 1 Corinthians 4:7, 
"...what do you have that you did not receive?" The way to enjoy the 
blessings that God has provided for you is simply to "receive" them. 
It doesn't matter what your situation or circumstance, God's blessings 
are received the very same way for everyone  they are received by faith! 

Child of God, the Lord has promised us blessings in His 
Word. He has them for us. All we need to do it take the promises of the 
Word of God, and by faith, receive them as our own! 

Some of you have been praying for God to do something in 
your life for years, and yet you still do not have what you have been 
praying for. Listen carefully; the problem is not with God. Remember, 
you receive the blessings of God the very same way you received your 
salvation  by faith!  

Remember this, long before the need ever arose in your life, God 
had already provided the solution to that need. Whether that need was 
salvation, healing, material, financial or emotional, God has already 
provided the solution to that need. 

Receive it by faith! Receive whatever it is that you need or want 
from God’s Word. That’s all there is to it. 

Child of God stop believing your doubts and start believing the 
Word of God. Stop justifying your failures and start standing on the 
promises of God for your life. Stop living in defeat and start living in 
victory. How do we do that? We start by living by faith. 
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If you are not saved, why not today?

Everyone please stand for prayer.

Father,

Your Word is true. Thank You for Your promises and the gift of 
faith that I might receive them as my very own. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
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