
The Reality of a Place Called Hell 
Luke 16:19-31 

  
 I want to take the next few minutes to talk to you about a subject that 
most people, both saved and unsaved, really don’t like to talk about. Today I 
will be speaking to you about “Hell.”  

 The word translated “Hell” in the King James Version is the word 
“Hades” in the Greek and “Sheol” in the Hebrew, and the meaning of these 
words is “the abode of the dead.” But for the sake of familiarity we will use 
the word “Hell” in today’s study.  

Let me begin by telling you that I don’t enjoy preaching on the subject 
of Hell. But let me also tell you that I believe in a literal Hell. I don’t believe 
that death is the end of life – that is, I don’t believe that at death we go back to dust 
and cease to exist. Neither do I believe that Hell is simply a series of 
unfortunate and terrible calamities in this life. In other words, I don’t believe 
the Bible teaches that we can expect “hell on this earth,” a doctrine that has 
become very popular today.  

 Now I am aware that one does not hear very much preaching on Hell 
any more, but having said that, I don’t think it is a biblical truth that should 
be ignored in our modern pulpits. I don’t think a preacher is fair to his people 
if he doesn’t preach on Hell. I don’t think a preacher can preach the “whole 
counsel of God” who doesn’t preach on Hell. I don’t think a preacher can 
preach like Jesus and not preach on Hell. There are over seventy texts in the 
New Testament alone that warn us about Hell, and most of those are the 
recorded words of Jesus. In fact, Jesus Christ preached more on Hell than He ever 
did concerning heaven. 

 I am aware there are those people that say that the preaching on Hell is 
cruel. But I would rather be called cruel for preaching the Word of God, than 
to be called kind for not preaching what the Bible has to say concerning the 
eternal punishment for those that go out into eternity unprepared to meet God. 
Therefore, we are going to look at the biblical truths concerning Hell, and then 
allow the Holy Spirit to apply it to our hearts the way He wants to. 

 We will look, first of all, at the two characters of the story. Jesus simply 
refers to them as “a certain rich man…and a certain beggar named Lazarus.”  

There is a huge contrast being drawn here between the life of the Rich 
Man and Lazarus. These two men have nothing in common during their lives.   
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The Rich Man is extremely wealthy. His wardrobe consists of only the 
finest clothes that money could buy. He also had a large home. The fact that he 
had a gate (v. 20) would likely make his home some type of mansion. The Rich 
man lived in luxury everyday, which tells us that he was flamboyant and 
flashy with his wealth.  

The Rich Man is assumed to be healthy because there is no mention of 
any kind of physical problems. Like many today he is living his life without 
ever thinking about what will happen when life comes to an end. It is an irony 
that it is the Rich Man who remains the unknown in this story. His name is not 
mentioned for a specific reason, he is not in a relationship with God.  

Lazarus lived an extremely different life. He was poor beyond our 
ability to truly understand. Lazarus was very sick, being unable to work Lazarus 
was forced to become a beggar, because he had no means to support himself. He 
was dependent each day on the good will of others or he would have had 
nothing to eat that day. We are told that he was so hungry that he was willing 
to eat the burnt, broken and discarded pieces of bread from the rich man’s 
table.  

Yet Lazarus was blessed in one key way, he apparently knew God. The 
name Lazarus means, “God is my helper.” There is a direct connection between 
his name and the result of his eternity.  

Having seen the characters I want to move on in our discussion of 
today’s subject of Hell! Today’s message will be built around these following 
biblical truths concerning Hell. 

The first truth concerning Hell is that it is a place of both the good and 
bad. Revelation 21:8 says, “But the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, 
sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars shall have their part in the lake 
which burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death.”  According to 
the Bible Hell is going to be filled with the most wicked, the vilest, the most 
corrupt, the filthiest, and the most ungodly people this world has ever known.  

Most people today are trying to better themselves. Most people want to 
make sure there children are able to live in the better neighborhoods, or be a 
part of this “club,” or that “clique.” We are seeing this becoming more and more 
evident as great crowds of people are moving from the urban areas of our cities, 
where the crime rate is growing, and the tell-tell signs of prostitution, gang activity, 
and drug deals are coming to the forefront. People want to be around people who 
are nice people, who love us, who like us, who talk nice in front of our children, 
etc. And yet, those same people are making no preparations to keep 
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themselves or their families from going to Hell, where the worst of the worst 
will spend eternity. 

But, I must tell you; there will also be some good people in Hell. Listen to 
the words of Jesus in Matthew 7:21-23, “Not everyone who says to Me, Lord, 
Lord, shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in 
heaven. Many will say to Me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in 
Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your name? 
And then I will declare to them, I never knew you; depart from Me, you who 
practice lawlessness!” What we have here are good people, religious people, 
church people. They have all of the outward signs of godliness, but there is a 
problem – they have never been saved!  

The second truth concerning Hell is that it is a place of memory. Look at 
verses 24-25 from our text, “Then he cried and said, Father Abraham, have mercy 
on me, and send Lazarus that he may dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my 
tongue; for I am tormented in this flame. But Abraham said, Son, remember that in 
your lifetime you received your good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things; but 
now he is comforted and you are tormented.” Please notice the word, “remember.” 
Hell is a place of memory. 

Listen to these words found in Daniel 12:2, “And many of those who sleep 
in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame 
and everlasting contempt.” You will carry the shame of your sins – the memory, 
the guilt, the pains, and the torture of your conscience throughout eternity. 

And if you leave this service and die and go to Hell, you will forever 
remember this sermon that I am preaching to you concerning that place called 
Hell. You will remember all the songs about the sweetness of Jesus, and the 
many invitations that were extended to you to be saved. And my friend, you 
would give a thousand worlds like this one to have just one more opportunity to 
receive Jesus Christ as your personal Savior. 

The third truth concerning Hell is that it is a place of separation from 
the presence of God. 2 Thessalonians 1:7-9 says, “…the Lord Jesus is revealed 
from heaven with His mighty angels, in flaming fire taking vengeance on those 
who do not know God, and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. These shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of 
the Lord and from the glory of His power.” Listen to me very, very carefully, 
whatever else Hell might be like, the greatest of all the punishments of Hell is the 
fact that those there will be separated from the “presence of the Lord and from the 
glory of His power.” 
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Many times we have heard someone say, “Well, I might go to Hell, but I will 
have lots of friends there.” That is not only a stupid statement, it is an untrue 
statement. You see, friendship comes from God; love comes from God; and all 
of these will be done away with when the “glory of His power” is removed. 

You might find a small amount of comfort in your sinister fellowship 
while you are on this earth, but in Hell you will have to stand-alone. 

The fourth truth concerning Hell is that it is instant at death. Look at 
verses 22-23 from our text, “So it was that the beggar died, and was carried by the 
angels to Abraham’s bosom. The rich man also died and was buried. And being in 
torments in Hades, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in 
his bosom.” The construction of the Greek language indicates that that Rich 
Man died and immediately woke up in the torments of Hell. 

God created humans as thinking, feeling, and moral, beings made up of 
spirit and body tightly joined together. Death is not normal or natural, but an 
enemy, the consequence of sin. Death is the tearing apart of these two intertwined 
parts, the end of relationship with loved ones, and the cessation of life on this 
earth. The body goes to the grave, and the spirit goes into an afterlife to face 
judgment. The Bible is clear that there will one day be a bodily resurrection for 
everyone to either eternal life with God or eternal condemnation apart from 
him in hell.  

Christianity differs from all religions in that Christians believe our 
eternal status depends on our relationship with Jesus. We really believe that 
“God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him 
should not perish but have eternal life.” It may not be politically correct, but our 
lives are shaped by the reality that “whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; 
whoever does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God remains on 
him.”  

There are many other Biblical truths concerning Hell, but I stand before 
you today to proclaim that you do not have to go! Listen again to the truth of 
John 3:16-17, “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, 
that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. For God 
did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world 
through Him might be saved.” Listen to this promise found in Romans 10:9-10, 13, 
“That if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that 
God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. For with the heart one 
believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto 
salvation...For whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” Listen to 
this promise found in 1 John 3:2, “Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has 
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not yet been revealed what we shall be, but we know that when He is revealed, we 
shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is.” 

I like what the writer of the song wrote when he said, “What a day that will 
be when my Jesus I shall see, when I shall look upon the face of the One who 
saved me by His grace.” 

But unsaved man, you will never see that glorious sight unless you allow 
yourself to be responsive to the calling and drawing of the Holy Spirit. Let me 
remind you, there is no neutrality where the blood of Jesus is concerned! If 
you are not saved, why not today? 

Everyone please stand for prayer. 

Father, 
Your Word is true. Thank you for giving me the faith to receive Jesus Christ 

as my personal Savior. Give me the courage to stand on the promises of your Word 
and the security of my salvation. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 
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